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THE  GRAND 


Holy  Royal  Arch  Chapter 

OF  PENNSYLVANIA 

1795-1909 


QUARTERLY  COMMUNICATION, 

HELD  AT 

MASONIC  TEMPLE,  PHILADELPHIA, 
MARCH  4,  A.  D.  1909,  A.  I.  2439. 


PRESENT: 

Comp.  Carl  A.  Sundstrom,  .  .  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest. 

A.  G.  Criswell  Smith  .  .  M.  E.  Grand  King. 
William  B.  Meredith,  P.G.H.P. 

acting  M.  E.  Grand  Scribe. 

Edward  B.  Spencer, P. G. H. P.  M.  E.  Grand  Treasurer. 
Stockton  Bates,  .  .  acting  M.  E.  Grand  Secretary. 


Rev.  Thompson  P.  Ege, 
Rev.  Horace  F.  Fuller, 
Rev.  Charles  H.  Bond, 
Samuel  Laughlin,  . 

J.  Waelder  McMullen 
S.  E.  Burke  Kinsloe,  . 
Frank  W.  Martenis, 
Frank  W.  G.  Mitchell 
August  P.  Kunzig,  . 
Charles  S.  Bair, 

John  Matthews, 

Joseph  E.  Quinby,  . 
Francis  J.  Callahan,  . 
John  H.  McNelly,  . 


Grand  Chaplain. 

Grand  Chaplain. 

.  Grand  Chaplain. 

Grand  Captain  of  the  Host. 

Grand  Principal  Sojourner. 

Grand  Royal  Arch  Captain. 

Grand  Master  of  the  Third  Vail, 
as  Grand  Master  of  the  Second  Vail. 
Grand  Master  of  the  First  Vail. 

Grand  Marshal. 

Senior  Grand  Master  of  Ceremonies . 
Junior  Grand  Master  of  Ceremonies . 
Grand  Pursuivant. 

Grand  Tyler. 
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District  Deputy  Grand  High  Priests: — Companions  Henry  A.  Jenks, 
David  J.  Davis,  Henry  L.  Moore,  William  F.  Shay,  Martin  L.  Shaffner, 
Winfield  S.  Bell,  John  A.  Armstrong,  Charles  E.  Cooper. 


Past  Grand  High  Priests: — M.  E.  Companions  Edward  B.  Spencer,  J. 
Henry  Williams,  William  B.  Meredith. 


Grand  Representatives. 

Comp.  Daniel  W.  Hutchin,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  District  of  Columbia. 
John  A.  Perry,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Iowa. 

"  William  B.  Meredith,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Louisiana. 

“  J.  Henry  Williams,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Maryland. 

Martin  L.  Shaffner,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Massachusetts. 

Charles  F.  Wignall,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  New  Brunswick. 

S.  E.  Burke  Kinsloe,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  New  Hampshire. 

“  Carl  A.  Sundstrom,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Ohio. 

Edward  B.  Spencer,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Oregon. 

“  Stockton  Bates,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Rhode  Island. 

Louis  Wagner,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Vermont. 


Chapters  Nos.  3,  21,  43,  52,  91,  150,  152,  169,  170,  173,  175,  176,  182,  183, 
185,  190,  195,  196,  197,  198,  201,  202,  203,  208,  216,219,224,226,228,232, 
233,  234,  236,  237,  240,  243,  245,  246,  247,  248,  250,  251,  252,  256,  257,  258 
262,264,  271,  277,  283,  284,  (52  Chapters.)  (132  members.)  (38  visitors.) 

The  Grand  Chapter  was  opened  in  Ample  Form  at 
seven  o’clock  P.  M. 

The  Minutes  of  the  Annual  Grand  Communication 
held  on  St.  John’s  Day,  Monday,  December  28,  1908, 
were  read  and  approved. 

Copies  of  proposed  By-Laws  from  Chapters  Nos. 
179,  199,  and  of  proposed  Amendments  to  By-Laws 
from  Chapters  Nos.  172,  173,  174,  185,  220,  233,  240, 
256  and  289  were  received  and  referred  to  the  Com¬ 
mittee  on  By-Laws. 


1909.] 


CHAPTER  OF  PENNSYLVANIA. 


5 


The  Committee  on  Finance  presented  the  following 

QUARTERLY  REPORT. 

Philadelphia,  March  4,  1909. 

To  the  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest ,  Officers  and  Members  of 

The  Grand  Holy  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  Pennsylvania, 

Companions: — The  Committee  on  Finance  respectfully  report  that  they 
have  examined  the  books  of  the  M.  E.  Grand  Treasurer,  and  the  books  of 
the  M.  E.  Grand  Secretary,  from  November  20,  1908,  to  February  25, 
1909,  and  find  them  correct  and  agreeing  with  their  vouchers,  showing: 


RECEIPTS. 

% 


From  Chapters  and  Mark  Lodges  ....  8,805  75 

From  Interest  on  Investments,  .  ...  218  75 

From  Constitutions,  .  11  12 

From  Certificates, .  2  00 

From  Dispensations,  .  2  00 


All  of  which  has  been  paid  to  the  Grand  Treasurer 
and  his  receipt  taken  therefor. 

To  which  add  Cash  on  hand  November  20,  1908,  . 


9,039  62 


1,666  43 


10,706  05 


EXPENDITURES. 


Expenses  of  M.E.  Grand  High  Priest, 
Expenses  of  D.  D.  Grand  High  Priests, 

Masonic  Home, . 

Salaries, . 

Past  Grand  High  Priest’s  Jewel, 
Printing,  Postage  and  Stationery  . 
Clothing  and  Furniture,  .... 


750  00 
1,279  83 
1,000  00 
862  50 
100  00 
284  10 
122  96 


4,399  39 


Leaving  a  balance  in  hands  of  Grand  Treasurer  of 


$6,306  66 
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The  invested  funds  of  The  Grand  Chapter,  previously  held  by  the  M.  E. 
Grand  Treasure!-,  were,  in  January  of  this  year  (1909)  turned  over  by  that 
officer,  to  the  Trustees.  They  consist  of  the  following  securities: — 


Reading  Co.  Jersey  Central  Coll.  Bonds  4  per  cent. 
Pennsylvania  Co.  Gold  Loan  4  per  cent. 

Reading  General  Mortgage  4  per  cent. 

Electric  &  Peoples  Traction  4  per  cent. 

Market  St.  Elevated  Pass.  Ry.  4  per  cent. 
Philadelphia  City  Loan  3  per  cent. 

Philadelphia  City  Loan  3X  per  cent. 

Pennsylvania  R.R.  Co.  1948  4  per  cent. 


5000  00  cost 
5000  00  “ 
5000  00  “ 
5000  00  “ 
2000  00  “ 
3500  00  “ 
1500  00  “ 
2000  00  “ 


4800  00 
4898  89 
4875  00 
4800  00 
1903  94 
3475  00 
1534  37 
2067  50 


$29000  00  $28354  70 


In  accordance  with  a  request  of  the  Most  Excellent  Grand  High  Priest, 
who  desires  to  send  Instructors  in  Capitular  Masonry  to  Chapters  in  this 
Jurisdiction,  when  required,  your  Committee  recommends  the  adoption  of 
the  following  resolution: — 

RESOLVED,  that  an  appropriation  of  Five  Hundred  ($500.00)  Dollars 
be  made  for  the  purpose  of  defraying  the  expenses  of  Instructors  to  be  sent 
to  the  Chapters  in  this  Jurisdiction,  when  required. 

Fraternally  submitted, 

Ezra  S.  Bartlett, 

M.  Richards  Muckle, 
William  M.  Donaldson, 

John  A.  Perry, 

Daniel  Baird.  Committee. 


It  was  on  motion,  Resolved,  that  the  resolution 
attached  to  the  above  report  be  adopted. 


The  Committee  on  By-Laws  presented  the  following 
report,  which  was  received  and  the  Resolutions  at¬ 
tached  thereto  were  adopted. 


Philadelphia,  Pa.,  March  4,  1909. 

To  the  Grand  Holy  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  Pennsylvania: . 

Companions: — Your  Committee  on  By-Laws  respectfully  report  that  they 
have  examined  the  By-Laws  and  Amendments  to  By-Laws  referred  to  them 
and  offer  the  following  Resolutions: 
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Resolved: — That  the  proposed  By-Laws  of  .Chapter  No.  199  be  approved. 

Resolved: — That  the  proposed  By-Laws  of*  Chapter  No.  179  be  amended 
as  follows:  Article  IV,  Section  6,  by  inserting  after  the  word  “Mortgages” 
the  following  words  “When  the  same  is  a  first  encumbrance. ” 

Article  6,  by  striking  out  $12.00  and  inserting  $13.00;  and  that  as  so  a- 
mended,  they  be  approved. 

Resolved: — That  the  proposed  Amendments  to  the  By-Laws  of  Chapters 
Nos.  173,  174,  220,  240,  256  and  289  be  approved. 

Resolved:— That  the  proposed  Amendment  to  the  By-Laws  of  Chapter  No. 
172  be  not  approved. 

Resolved: — That  the  proposed  Amendment  to  the  By-Laws  of  Chapter  No. 
185  be  amended  by  striking  out  all  after  the  word  “dues”  and  that  as  so 
amended  it  be  approved. 

Resolved: — That  of  the  proposed  Amendments  to  the  By-Laws  of  Chapte  i 
233,  Article  VII  be  approved;  and  that  Article  IX,  Section  4,  be  amended 
by  striking  out  the  words  “dues  of  this  Chapter”  and  inserting  the  words 
“further  dues”  and  that  as  so  amended  Article  IX  be  approved;  and  that 
the  Chapter  be  directed  to  further  amend  Article  X,  to  conform  to  the  code 
of  By-Laws  adopted  by  the  Grand  Chapter. 

Fraternally  submitted 

Daniel  W.  Hutchin, 

Henry  W.  Smith, 

Stephen  H.  Appleton, 

William  A.  Rhoads, 

A.  Howard  Thomas. 

Committee. 


The  Committee  on  Printing  and  Publishing  pre¬ 
sented  the  following  report: 


Philadelphia,  Pa.,  March  4,  1909 

Carl  A.  Sundstrom , 

M .  E.  Grand  High  Priest ,  Etc. 

Dear  Sir  and  Companion: — Your  Committee  on  Printing  and  Publish¬ 
ing,  begs  leave  to  report  that  bids  for  printing  and  publishing  the  proceedings 
of  the  Grand  Holy  Royal  Arch  Chapter  for  the  year  1908,  were  asked  from 
several  reputable  firms,  and  the  contract  was  awarded  the  lowest  bidder, 
Williams  &  Marcus  Company. 
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The  work  is  now  being  printed  in  accordance  with  the  terms  of  the  con¬ 
tract,  and  will  be  distributed  as  rapidly  as  possible. 

Fraternally  yours, 

Louis  M.  Wagner,  Chm. 
James  W.  R.  Washington, 
Robert  F.  Mustin,  Jr. 

—  Frank  E.  Townsend. 

Committee. 

General  Returns  were  received  from  Chapters  Nos. 
21,  43,  52,  150,  162,  163,  165,  166,  170,  171,  175,  176, 
177,  179,  181,  186,  187,  192,  196,  197,  199,  203,  204, 

207,  208,  209,  210,  212,  216,  218,  220,  230,  232,  233 

239,  240,  242,  244,  245,  246,  251,  252,  254,  259,  260, 

261,  262,  264,  265,  266,  269,  272,  274,  280,  285,  288, 

290,  and  Mark  Lodges  Nos.  91,  and  216;  which  were 
ordered  to  be  entered  and  filed. 

A  petition  was  received  from  a  number  (51)Tof 
Royal  Arch  Masons  for  a  Warrant  for  a  new  Chapter 
to  be  held  at  South  Bethlehem,  Northampton  County, 
Pennsylvania,  to  be  called  “Ezra”  Royal  Arch 
Chapter  No. - . 

On  motion,  the  Petition  was  referred  to  the  Grand 
Officers,  with  power  to  act. 

A  Communication  was  received  from  M.  E.  Com¬ 
panion  John  Braim,  P.  G.  H.  P.,  and  Grand  Scribe  E., 
of  the  Supreme  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons 
of  Victoria,  Melbourne,  Australia,  tendering  “the  sin¬ 
cere  sympathy  of  the  members  of  that  Grand  Chap¬ 
ter  in  the  loss  sustained  by  the  death  of  Past  Grand 
High  Priest,  M.  E.  Companion  Matthias  H.  Henderson. 
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Communications  were  received  from  Grand  Chap- 

» 

ters  announcing  the  death  of  distinguished  Compan¬ 
ions,  as  follows: 

M.  E.  Companion  John  Harrison  Francis  Irvine, 
Past  Grand  High  Priest  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of 
Oregon,  Royal  Arch  Masons.  Died  September  22, 

1908. 

M.  E.  Companion  William  E.  Anderson,  Past 
Grand  High  Priest  of  the  M.  E.  Grand  Chapter,  Royal 
Arch  Masons  of  the  State  of  Florida.  Died  Novem¬ 
ber  12,  1908. 

M.  E.  Companion  Loyal  Levi  Munn,  Past  Grand 
High  Priest  of  the  Grand  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  the 
State  of  Illinois.  Died  November  23,  1908. 

M.  E.  Companion  Charles  A.  Holmes,  Past  Grand 
High  Priest  of  the  Grand  Chapter,  Royal  Arch  Masons 
of  Nebraska.  Died  December  13,  1908. 

M.E.  Companion  Simeon  Stevens  Johnson,  Past 
Grand  High  Priest  of  the  Grand  Chapter  Royal  Arch 
Masons  of  the  State  of  Indiana.  Died  January  19, 

1909. 

M.  E.  Companion  Philemon  H.  Clungston,  Past 
Grand  High  Priest  of  the  Grand  Chapter  Royal  Arch 
Masons  of  the  State  of  Indiana.  Died  January  28, 
1909. 
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M.  E.  Companion  John  P.  Fiske,  Past  Grand  High 
Priest  of  the  Grand  Chapter  Royal  Arch  Masons  of 
the  State  of  Michigan.  Died  February  17,  1909. 

The  Grand  Chapter  was  “called  off”  for  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  exemplifying  the  Mark  Master  Mason’s  Degree. 

A  Lodge  of  Mark  Master  Masons  was  opened,  and 
the  Degree  of  Mark  Master  Mason  was  exemplified. 

The  Lodge  of  Mark  Master  Masons  was  closed. 

The  Grand  Chapter  was  then  “called  on.” 

The  Grand  Chapter  was  closed  in  Peace  at  nine 
o’clock  and  twenty-five  minutes  P.  M. 

Charles  Cary, 
Grand  Secretary 
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QUARTERLY  COMMUNICATION, 

HELD  AT 

MASONIC  TEMPLE,  PHILADELPHIA, 

JUNE  3,  A.  D.  1909,  A.  I.  2439. 


present: 


Comp.  Carl  A.  Sundstrom, 

A.  G.  Criswell  Smith, 
George  B.  Wells, 

J.  Henry  Williams 

Past  Grand  High  Priest, 
Stockton  Bates,  . 

Rev.  Wm.  B.  Chalfant,  D. 
Rev.  William  B.  Wood,  D. 
Rev.  Charles  H.  Bond,  . 
Samuel  Laughlin, 

J.  Waelder  McMullen,  . 
S.  E.  Burke  Kinsloe, 
Frank  W.  Martenis,  . 
William  J.  Poschman, 
William  F.  Shay,  .  .  . 

Charles  S.  Bair, 

John  Matthews,  . 

Joseph  E.  Quinby, 

Francis  J.  Callahan, 

John  H.  McNelly,  . 


M.  E.  Grg-nd  High  Priest. 

M.  E.  Grand  King. 

M.  E.  Grand  Scribe. 

Acting  M.  E.  Grand  Treasurer. 
Acting  M.  E.  Grand  Secretary. 

D.,  Grand  Chaplain. 

D.,  Grand  Chaplain. 

Grand  Chaplain. 

Grand  Captain  of  the  Host. 

Grand  Principal  Sojourner. 

Grand  Royal  Arch  Captain. 

Grand  Master  of  the  Third  Vail, 
as  Grand  Master  of  the  Second  Vail, 
as  Grand  Master  of  the  First  Vail. 
Grand  Marshal. 

Senior  Grand  Master  of  Ceremonies . 
Junior  Grand  Master  of  Ceremonies . 
Grand  Pursuivant. 

Grand  Tyler. 


District  Deputy  Grand  High  Priests: — Companions  Henry  A.  Jenks, 
Joseph  C.  Egbert,  John  B.  Sprenkel,  Henry  L.  Moore,  Peter  K.  Fil¬ 
bert,  William  F.  Shay,  Martin  L.  Shaffner,  George  W.  Vernes,  Porter 
W.  Lowry,  William  J.  Poschman,  John  A.  Armstrong,  Charles  E.  Cooper. 

Past  Grand  High  Priests: — Companions  J.  Henry  Williams,  William 
B.  Meredith. 
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Grand  Representatives. 

Comp.  Daniel  W.  Hutchin,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  District  of  Columbia. 
George  B.  Wells,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Illinois. 

John  A.  Perry,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Iowa. 

William  B.  Meredith,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Louisiana. 

J.  Henry  Williams,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Maryland. 

Martin  L.  Shaffner,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Massachusetts. 

S.  E.  Burke  Kinsloe,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  New  Hampshire. 

“  Carl  A.  Sundstrom,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Ohio. 

Stockton  Bates,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Rhode  Island. 

William  A.  Sinn,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Texas. 


Chapters  Nos.  3,  21,  43,  52,  91,  152,  163,  170,  171,  173,  174,  175,  182, 
183,  190,  196,  197,  198,  199,  201,  202,  203,  208,  216,  224,  226,  228,  232,  234, 
236,  237,  240,  243,  245,  247,  248,  250,  251,  252,  256,  258,  262,  266,  267,  270, 
271,  277,  284,  291.  (49  Chapters.)  (99  members.)  (27  visitors.) 

The  Grand  Chapter  was  opened  in  Ample  Form  at 
seven  o’clock  p.  M. 

The  Minutes  of  the  Quarterly  Communication  held 
on  Thursday,  March  4,  1909,  were  read  and  approved. 

M.  E.  Companion  A.  Henry  Berlin,  Grand  High 
Priest  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Delaware,  was  pleased 
to  visit  The  Grand  Chapter,  and  was  received  with  the 
customary  honors. 

Copies  of  proposed  By-Laws  from  Chapters  Nos. 
178,  290  and  291,  and  of  proposed  Amendments  to 
By-Laws  from  Chapters  Nos.  175,  185,  189,  233,  268 
and  284  were  received  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  By-Laws. 
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The  Committee  on  Finance  reported  as  follows: 

Philadelphia,  June  3,  1909 

To  the  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest ,  Officers  and  Members  of 

The  Grand  Holy  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  Pennsylvania. 

Companions: — The  Committee  on  Finance  respectfully  report  that  they 
have  examined  the  books  of  the  M.  E.  Grand  Treasurer,  and  the  books  of  the 
M.  E.  Grand  Secretary,  from  February  25,  1909,  to  May  25,  1909,  and  find 
them  correct  and  agreeing  with  their  vouchers,  showing: 


RECEIPTS. 


From  Chapters  and  Mark  Lodges,  .  .  .  620  15 

From  Interest  on  Investments,  .  .  .  380  00 

From  Certificates,  .  .  .  .  .  .  10  00 

From  Constitutions,  .  .  .  .  .  v  7  00 

From  Dispensations,  .  ....  1  00 

From  Warrant,  .  .  .  .  .  .  100  00 


Total  Receipts 


$1,118  15 


All  of  which  has  been  paid  to  the  Grand  Treasurer  and  his  receipt  taken 
therefor. 

To  which  add  Cash  on  hand  February  25,  1909,  .  6,306  66 

Making  a  Total  of  7,424  81 


EXPENDITURES. 


Expenses  of  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest,  .  .  $1,200  00 

Salaries,  ........  862  50 

Printing,  Postage  and  Stationery,  .  .  .  762  45 

Clothing,  Furniture,  etc.,  .  .  .  .  4  25 


$2,829  20 

To  which  add  cash  on  hand,  May  25,  1909,  4,595  61 


7,424  81 


Fraternally  submitted, 

Ezra  S.  Bartlett, 

M.  Richards  Muckle;, 
John  A.  Perry, 

William  M.  Donaldson, 
Daniel  Baird, 


Committee • 
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The  Committee  on  By-Laws  presented  the  following 
Report,  which  was  received  and  the  Resolutions  at¬ 
tached  thereto  were  adopted: 

* 

Philadelphia,  June  3,  1909. 

To  The  Grand  Holy  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  Pennsylvania. 

Companions: — Your  Committee  on  By-Laws  respectfully  report  that  they 
have  examined  the  By-Laws  and  Amendments  to  By-Laws  referred  to  them 
and  offer  the  following  resolutions: 

Resolved: — That  the  proposed  By-Laws  of  Chapters  Nos.  178  and  290  be 
approved. 

Resolved:— That  the  proposed  By-Laws  of  Chapter  No.  291  be  amended  as 
follows:  Section  4,  Article  3,  by  striking  out  the  word  “not”  in  the  third 
line,  and  amend  the  fifth  line  so  as  to  read  ‘‘are  not  eligible  to  office  nor  en¬ 
titled  to  vote”  and  that  as  so  amended  they  be  approved. 

Resolved: — That  the  proposed  Amendments  to  the  By-Laws  of  Chapters 
Nos.  175,  185,  268  and  284  be  approved. 

Resolved: — That  the  proposed  Amendments  to  By-Laws  of  Chapter  No.  189 
be  amended  as  follows:  Section  2,  Article  9,  by  inserting  after  the  word 
“upward”  in  the  third  line  the  words  “or  any  High  Priest  of  this  Chapter 
as  an  acknowledgement  for  meritorious  services”  and  that  as  so  amended 
they  be  approved. 

Resolved: — That  the  proposed  Amendments  to  the  By-Laws  of  Chapter 
No  233  be  amended  as  follows:  Section  1,  Article  9,  by  inserting  after  the 
word" all”  in  the  first  line,  the  words  “arrearages  of”  and  that  as  so  amended 
they  be  approved. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

D.  W.  Hutchin, 

Henry  W.  Smith, 

William  A.  Rhoads, 

Committee. 

Communications  were  received  from  Grand  Chap¬ 
ters  announcing  the  deaths  of  distinguished  Com¬ 
panions  as  follows: 

M.  E.  Companion  Reese  Bowen  Hogins,  Most 
Excellent  Grand  High  Priest  of  the  Grand  Royal  Arch 
Chapter  of  Arkansas.  Died  March  2,  1909. 
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M.  E.  Companion  Samuel  C.  Randall,  Past  Grand 
High  Priest  of  the  Grand  Chapter  Royal  Arch  Masons 
of  Michigan.  Died  March  5,  1909.. 

M.  E.  Companion  Rees  J.  Chestnutwood,  Past 
Grand  High  Priest  of  the  Grand  Chapter  Royal  Arch 
Masons  of  Indiana.  Died  March  15,  1909. 

M.  E.  Companion  Jacob  Hart  Neff,  Past  Grand 
High  Priest  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch 
Masons  of  California.  Died  March  26,  1909. 

,  > 

The  Grand  Chapter  was  “called  off”  for  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  exemplifying  the  Most  Excellent  Master  Ma¬ 
son’s  Degree. 

A  Lodge  of  Most  Excellent  Master  Masons  was 
opened  and  the  Degree  of  Most  Excellent  Master 
Mason  was  exemplified  by  Companion  Charles  M. 
Prince,  King  of  Melita  Royal  Arch  Chapter,  No.  284. 

The  Lodge  of  Most  Excellent  Master  Masons  was 
closed. 

The  Grand  Chapter  was  then  “called  on.” 

M.  E.  Companion  A.  Henry  Berlin,  Grand  High 
Priest  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Delaware,  in  response 
to  the  request  of  the  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest,  ad¬ 
dressed  Grand  Chapter,  expressing  his  pleasure  at 
witnessing  the  work  and  acknowledging  the  courtesies 
extended. 

The  Grand  Chapter  was  closed  in  Peace  at  nine 
o’clock  and  ten  minutes  p.  M. 

Charles  Cary, 

Grand  Secretary. 
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QUARTERLY  COMMUNICATION. 

HELD  AT 

MASONIC  TEMPLE,  PHILADELPHIA, 
SEPTEMBER  2,  A.  D.  1909,  A.  I.  2439. 


present: 


Comp.  Carl  A.  Sundstrom,  . 

A.  G.  Criswell  Smith,  . 

“  George  B.  Wells,  . 
Edward  B.  Spencer, 

Past  Grand  High  Priest, 
Charles  Cary, 

Stockton  Bates,  . 

Rev.  Thompson;  P.  Ege,  . 
Rev.  Charles  H.  Bond, 
Rev.  Clarence  H.  Wool- 

ston,  D.D . 

Samuel  Laughlin, 

J.  Waelder  McMullen, 

S.  E.  Burke  Kinsloe, 
Frank  W.  Martenis, 

David  Carlin,  .... 
August  P.  Kunzig, 

Charles  S.  Bair,-  . 

John  Matthews,  . 

Joseph  E.  Quinby, 

Francis  J.  Callahan, 

John  H.  McNelly, 


M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest. 

M.  E.  Grand  King. 

M.  E.  Grand  Scribe. 

M.  E.  Grand  Treasurer. 

M.  E.  Grand  Secretary. 

Assistant  Grand  Secretary. 

Grand  Chaplain. 

Grand  Chaplain. 

Grand  Chaplain. 

Grand  Captain  of  the  Host. 

Grand  Principal  Sojourner. 

Grand  Royal  Arch  Captain. 

Grand  Master  of  the  Third  Vail. 
Grand  Master  of  the  Second  Vail. 
Grand  Master  of  the  First  Vail. 
Grand  Marshal. 

Senior  Grand  Master  of  Ceremonies . 
Junior  Grand  Master  of  Ceremonies . 
Grand  Pursuivant. 

Grand  Tyler. 


District  Deputy  Grand  High  Priests: — Companions  Joseph  C.  Egbert, 
John  B.  Sprenkel,  Frederick  W.  Ulrich,  David  J.  Davis,  Henry  L. 
Moore,  Peter  K.  Filbert,  William  F.  Shay,  Arthur  W.  Gillan,  Martin 
L.  Shaffner,  George  W.  Vernes,  Lyman  M.  Finney,  John  A.  Armstrong, 
Allan  W.  Urmson,  Peter  Barkey,  Charles  E.  Cooper. 


Past  Grand  High  Priests: — Companions  Hibbert  P.  John,  Edward  B. 
Spencer,  William  B.  Meredith. 
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Grand  Representatives. 

Comp.  Daniel  W.  Hutchin,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  District  of  Columbia. 
George  B.  Wells,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Illinois. 

“  John  A.  Perry,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Iowa"! 

William  B.  Meredith,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Louisiana. 

Martin  L.  Shaffner,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Massachusetts. 
Charles  F.  Wignall,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  New  Brunswick. 

S.  E.  Burke  Kinsloe,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  New  Hampshire. 
Charles  Cary,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  New  York. 

“  Carl  A.  Sundstrom,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Ohio. 

Edward  B.  Spencer,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Oregon. 

Stockton  Bates,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Rhode  Island. 

Peter  Barkey,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  South  Dakota. 

Hibbert  P.  John,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Tennessee. 

William  A.  Sinn,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Texas. 

Louis  Wagner,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Vermont. 


Chapters  Nos.  3,  43,  52,  91,  152,  163,  169,  170,  173,  175,  176,  182,  183,  185, 
190,  196,  197,  198,  199,  201,  202,  208,  215,  217,  220,  224,  226,  232,  233,  234, 
236,  237,  240,  243,  246,  247,  250,  251,  256,  258,  260,  262,  266,  270,  271,  283, 
284,  285,286,  291.  (50  Chapters.)  (108  members.)  (29  visitors.) 


The  Grand  Chapter  was  opened  in  Ample  Form  at 
seven  o’clock  p.  m. 

M.  E.  Companion  Charles  Cary  was  installed  Grand 
Secretary,  was  duly  proclaimed  and  received  the  salu¬ 
tations  of  the  Craft. 

The  Minutes  of  the  Quarterly  Communication  held 
on  Thursday,  June  3,  1909,  were  read  and  approved. 

A  copy  of  a  proposed  Amendment  to  the  By-Laws  of 
Chapter  No.  258  was  received  and  referred  to  the  Com¬ 
mittee  on  By-Laws. 
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The  Committee  on  Finance  made  the  following 

QUARTERLYJREPORT. 

Philadelphia,  August  27,  1909. 
To  the  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest,  Officers  and  Members  of 

The  Grand  Holy  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  Pennsylvania. 

Companions: — The  Committee  on  Finance  respectfully  report  that  they 
have  examined  the  books  of  the  M.  E.  Grand  Treasurer,  and  the  books  of  the 
M.  E.  Grand  Secretary,  from  May  25,  1909,  to  August  26,  1909,  and  find  them 
correct  and  agreeing  with  their  vouchers,  showing: 

RECEIPTS 

From  Chapters  and  Mark  Lodges,  .  .  .  .  $  921  50 


From  Interest  on  Investments, .  219  01 

From  Certificates, .  14  00 

From  Constitutions, .  6  00 

From  Dispensations, .  2  00 


Total  Receipts .  $1,162  51 

All  of  which  was  paid  to  the  Grand  Treasurer  and 
his  Receipt  taken  therefor. 

To  which  add  Cash  on  hand  May  25,  1909  .  .  4,595  61 


Total .  $5,758  12 

EXPENDITURES. 

Expense  of  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest,  .  .  .  $200  00 

Salaries, .  862  50 

Printing,  Postage  and  Stationery, .  29  75 

Furniture  and  Clothing, .  9  75 


1,102  00 

To  which  add  balance  on  hands  of  M.  E.  Grand 

Treasurer,  August  26,  1909, .  4,656  12 

Total .  $  5,758  12 

Fraternally  submitted, 

Ezra  S.  Bartlett, 

M.  Richards  Mucklk, 
William  M.  Donaldson, 

John  A.  Perry, 

Daniel  Baird, 


Committee. 
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The  Committee  on  By-Laws  presented  the  following 
Report,  which  was  accepted,  and  -the  Resolution  at¬ 
tached  thereto  was,  on  motion  duly  made  and  seconded, 
adopted. 

Philadelphia,  September  2,1909 

To  The  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest ,  Officers  and  Members  of 

The  Grand  Holy  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  Pennsylvania. 

> 

Companions: — Your  Committee  on  By-Laws  have  examined  the  proposed 
Amendment  to  By-Laws  of  Chapter  No.  258,  and  respectfully  offer  the  fol¬ 
lowing  Resolution: 

Resolved: — That  “the  proposed  Amendment  to  By-Laws  of  Chapter  No. 
258  be  amended  to  read  as  follows: — “Amend  Article  II,  Section  I,  by  strik¬ 
ing  out  the  word  ‘Third’,  and  inserting  in  place  thereof  the  word  ‘Second’, 
and  that  as  so  amended,  it  be  approved.” 

Your  Committee  deem  it  fitting  at  this  time  to  refer  to  the  serious  loss  we 
have  sustained  in  the  death  of  a  most  efficient  member,  Companion  Stephen 
H.  Appleton,  which  occurred  at  his  home  in  Media,  on  July  30,  1909. 

Comp.  Appleton  was  a  member  of  Media  R.  A.  Chapter  No.  234,  and 
received  the  Capitular  degrees  in  1877.  His  intelligent  interest  in  the  work 
attracted  the  attention  of  his  Companions,  and  he  was  soon  called  to  fill  the 
various  responsible  positions  in  his  Chapter.  He  also  served  this  Grand 
Chapter  as  District  Deputy  Grand  High  Priest  from  1893  to  1900,  and  as  a 
member  of  the  Committee  on  By-Laws  since  1903. 

Comp.  Appleton’s  Masonic  ideals  were  high,  and  those  who  were  near  to 
him  felt  that  he  practiced  in  his  daily  life  the  sublime  teachings  of  our  beloved 
Fraternity. 

To  the  work  of  our  Committee  he  brought  sound  judgment  and  ripe  ex¬ 
perience,  and  we  shall  greatly  miss  his  wise  counsel. 

Fraternally  submitted, 

Daniel  W.  Hutciiin, 

Henry  W.  Smith, 

William  A.  Rhoads, 

A.  Howard  Thomas, 

Committee. 
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The  M.  E.  Grand  Secretary  presented  the  following 
Report: 

Philadelphia,  September  2,  A.  D.  1909. 
To  The  Grand  Holy  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  Pennsylvania 

and  Masonic  Jurisdiction  Thereunto  Belonging. 

Companions: — The  Grand  Secretary  presents  the  Annual  Report  of  the 
Work  and  Membership  of  the  Chapters  and  Mark  Lodges  of  the  Jurisdic¬ 
tion  for  the  year  ending  on  December  27,  1908,  as  follows: 

CHAPTERS. 

Membership,  December  27,  1907  as  per  last  report,  .  .  28,177 

Admitted  during  the  year  1908,  .  .  .  422 

Restored  to  Membership, .  53 

Marked,  etc., .  1,951  2,426 

Total .  30,603 

Deduct. 

Died  during  the  year  1908, .  455 

Resigned  or  Membership  ceased, .  348 

Suspended  or  expelled, .  206  1,009 


Membership,  December  27,  1908,  per  returns,  ....  29,594 

A  net  gain  of .  1,417 

Rejected  during  1908  ....  132 

Restored  to  G.  M.  S.,  ....  20 

MARK  LODGES. 

Membership,  December  27,  1907, .  .  .  507 

Marked, .  3 

Admitted  during  the  year  1908,  ...  8  11 

518 

Deduct. 

Died  during  the  year  1908, .  32  32 

Membership,  December  27,  1908,  per  returns,  486 

Number  of  Chapters,  December  27,  1908, .  131 

Number  of  Mark  Lodges,  .  3 

Respectfully  and  fraternally  submitted, 

Charles  Cary, 

Grand  Secretary. 
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STATISTICS. 

From  General  Returns  of  Chapters  to  December  27, 
1908. 


No. 

Name 

Marked 

Adm. 

Died 

Res. 

Susp. 

Memb. 

3 

Jerusalem, 

65 

13 

7 

1 

1 

562 

21 

Perseverance, 

10 

4 

247 

43 

17 

7 

306 

52 

Harmony, 

60 

12 

26 

10 

17 

1,214 

91 

Columbia, 

41 

7 

9 

1 

5 

692 

150 

Washington, 

13 

1 

2 

1 

258 

152 

Reading, 

6  . 

4 

1 

4 

236 

159 

Schuylkill, 

4 

3 

44 

161 

Union, 

10 

1 

1 

233 

162 

Zerrubabel, 

72 

3 

20 

2 

2 

1,116 

163 

LaFayette, 

5 

2 

5 

118 

164 

Brownsville, 

14 

1 

8 

1 

145 

165 

Union, 

7 

1 

1 

221 

166 

MountN  Moriah, 

3 

1 

2 

100 

167 

Eureka, 

19 

2 

147 

169 

Philadelphia, 

21 

2 

9 

6 

277 

170 

Delta, 

10 

1 

1 

1 

6 

322 

171 

St.  John’s, 

9 

1 

1 

3 

121 

172 

Temple, 

2 

1 

1 

10 

100 

173 

Easton, 

17 

2 

5 

1 

276 

174 

Northumberland, 

9 

3 

1 

1 

108 

175 

Keystone, 

29 

8 

12 

3 

7 

570 

176 

George  Washington, 

5 

1 

3 

1 

4 

114 

177 

Tamaqua, 

2 

1 

63 

178 

Catawissa, 

3 

34 

179 

Eureka, 

7 

5 

2 

2 

150 

180 

Warren, 

1 

1 

34 

181 

Lilly, 

7 

1 

128 

182 

Shekinah, 

16 

8 

5 

3 

12 

375 

183 

Oriental, 

50 

10 

26 

8 

1,181 

185 

Lackawanna, 

22 

7 

5 

4 

11 

442 

186 

Lewistown, 

4 

1 

96 

187 

Oriental, 

14 

1 

91 

189 

Mountain, 

16 

1 

6 

1 

345 

190 

Norristown, 

14 

7 

1 

391 

191 

Solomon, 

9 

1 

89 

22 

No. 

192 

193 

194 

195 

196 

197 

198 

199 

200 

201 

202 

203 

204 

205 

206 

207 

208 

209 

210 

211 

212 

214 

215 

216 

217 

218 

219 

220 

221 

222 

223 

224 

225 

226 

227 

228 

230 

232 

233 

234 

235 

236 


;mb. 

314 

868 

66 

196 

154 

142 

221 

229 

92 

98 

117 

277 

74 

71 

147 

57 

284 

74 

39 

212 

162 

81 

318 

145 

749 

83 

103 

49 

79 

373 

100 

122 

257 

242 

95 

174 

135 

274 

521 

99 

146 


THE  GRAND  HOLY  ROYAL  ARCH 


Name 

Marked 

Adm. 

Died 

Res. 

Susp, 

Urania, 

12 

3 

Duquesne, 

49 

2 

13 

6 

7 

Tioga, 

6 

2 

Portage, 

11 

1 

2 

Mountain  City, 

12 

5 

Weidle, 

8 

4 

1 

Phoenix, 

7 

4 

1 

Howell, 

19 

3 

2 

1 

4 

Columbus, 

1 

2 

4 

Standing  Stone, 

Howell, 

8 

1 

1 

Allen, 

27 

1 

5 

Anthony  Wayne, 

3 

1 

1 

Factoryville, 

9 

1 

1 

Harmony, 

21 

2 

Aaron, 

1 

1 

1 

Germantown, 

32 

4 

4 

1 

Samuel  C.  Perkins, 

2 

2 

Great  Bend, 

3 

1 

1 

. 

Venango, 

12 

5 

1 

Mound, 

13 

1 

4 

1 

•  1 

Valley, 

7 

1 

1 

3 

1 

Temple, 

44 

10 

5 

1 

4 

Zinzendorf, 

19 

2 

1 

1 

1 

Allegheny, 

38 

3 

10 

87 

7 

Bloomsburg, 

6 

3 

Griscom, 

5 

1 

Fort  Washington, 

8 

2 

1 

Tremont, 

3 

2 

Lycoming, 

25 

2 

4 

1 

2 

Oxford, 

7 

1 

2 

1 

2 

Corinthian, 

2 

2 

1 

Jefferson, 

6 

4 

2 

Siloam, 

24 

1 

5 

4 

2 

Emporium, 

10 

1 

Clearfield, 

5 

3 

Elk, 

3 

2 

5 

St.  John, 

9 

5 

7 

2 

8 

Kensington, 

13 

1 

17 

4 

Media, 

5 

3 

1 

2 

Occidental, 

4 

6 

2 

3 

Oil  City, 

33 

1 

2 

1 

9 
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Name 

Marked 

Adm. 

Died 

Res. 

Susp. 

Memb. 

237 

Excelsior, 

14 

4 

3. 

4 

2 

3 

443 

238 

Newport, 

4 

1 

60 

239 

Danville, 

2 

3 

-  1 

81 

240 

Palestine, 

35 

8 

7 

4 

5 

551 

241 

Bellefonte, 

3 

1 

102 

242 

Pittston, 

19 

2 

4 

2 

2 

142 

243 

T.  B.  Freeman, 

41 

6 

13 

3 

777 

244 

Norman, 

12 

1 

5 

1 

176 

245 

Abington, 

10 

1 

3 

89 

246 

Warrior  Run, 

15 

1 

2 

1 

118 

247 

Orient, 

6 

4 

1 

251 

248 

Temple, 

18 

1 

9 

1 

1 

285 

249 

Monongahela, 

12 

1 

1 

49 

7 

186 

250 

Corinthian, 

17 

7 

4 

2 

20 

345 

251 

Signet, 

14 

8 

2 

202 

252 

Mizpah, 

6 

N 

1 

99 

254 

Arnold, 

4 

1 

37 

255 

Bedford, 

4 

80 

256 

University, 

69 

25 

8 

541 

257 

Shiloh, 

30 

10 

9 

13 

592 

258 

Chester, 

28 

6 

2 

352 

259 

Eden, 

10 

\ 

3 

1 

163 

260 

Bradford, 

10 

2 

4 

3 

2 

289 

261 

Troy, 

2 

1 

64 

262 

Montgomery, 

15 

2 

3 

3 

192 

263 

Coudersport, 

3 

1 

1 

71 

264 

Shamokin, 

2 

3 

1 

1 

129 

265 

Westfield, 

2 

2 

36 

266 

Good  Samaritan, 

6 

1 

104 

267 

Coates  ville, 

9 

1 

2 

145 

268 

Pittsburgh, 

45 

6 

11 

468 

269 

Ulysses, 

2 

1 

3 

37 

270 

Doylestown, 

8 

1 

114 

271 

Pottstown, 

8 

3 

1 

149 

272 

Hebron, 

2 

2 

79 

273 

Butler, 

11 

2 

2 

3 

2 

196 

274 

Bangor, 

13 

1 

1 

82 

275 

Kennett, 

'  * 

1 

2 

52 

276 

The  Susquehanna, 

2 

2 

74 

277 

Hazleton, 

6 

1 

1 

2 

154 

278 

Catasauqua, 

18 

1 

149 

/ 
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Name 

Marked 

Adm. 

Died 

Res. 

Susp. 

Memb. 

279 

Kane, 

4 

1 

1 

76 

280 

Cyrus, 

26 

3 

1 

5 

1 

252 

281 

Monroe, 

6 

7 

1 

108 

282 

McKeesport, 

42 

1 

2 

21 

5 

405 

283 

Connellsville, 

14 

1 

124 

284 

Melita, 

54 

10 

6 

4 

438 

285 

Wilkinsburg, 

23 

3 

1 

9 

4 

247 

286 

Bellevue, 

24 

2 

1 

1 

177 

287 

Nanticoke, 

9 

22 

31 

288 

Mizpeh, 

44 

105 

1 

148 

289 

Valley, 

30 

51 

81 

290 

Monessen, 

55 

2 

53 

1,951 

475 

455 

336 

218 

29,594 

The  Committee  appointed  to  revise  and  amend  the 
Constitution,  presented  its  final  report,  which  was  re¬ 
ceived,  and  the  following  resolution  attached  thereto, 
was,  on  motion  duly  made  and  seconded,  adopted: 

Resolved: — that  the  proposed  Constitution  as  re¬ 
vised  and  amended  be  sent  to  the  subordinate  Chapters 
of  this  Jurisdiction  (two  copies  to  each  Chapter)  at 
least  thirty  days  prior  to  the  next  Quarterly  Com¬ 
munication,  with  notice  that  the  same  will  be  con¬ 
sidered  and  acted  upon  at  that  time. 

The  following  Resolution  offered  in  writing  by  the 
Trustees  was,  on  motion  duly 'made  and  seconded, 
adopted: —  f  , 

Resolved: — that  whereas  Edward  B.  Spencer  M.  E. 
Grand  Treasurer,  who  heretofore  collected  the  interest 
on  the  investments  and  Philadelphia  City  Loan  and 
whereas  the  Investments  and  Philadelphia  City  Loan 
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have  been  transferred  by  him  and  placed  in  the  custody 
of  the  Trustees  of  The  Grand  H.’  R.  A.  Chapter,  be  it 

Resolved: — that  Companion  J.  Henry  Williams,  Ed¬ 
ward  Perry  and  Charles  Chipman  or  either  of  them 
be  and  they  are  hereby  authorized  to  collect  the  inter¬ 
est  on  said  Investments  and  Philadelphia  City  Loan 
belonging  to  this  Grand  Chapter. 

Communications  were  received  from  Grand  Chap¬ 
ters  announcing  the  deaths  of  distinguished  Compan¬ 
ions,  as  follows: 

N 

M.  E.  Companion  William  Nash  Young,  Past 
Grand  High  Priest  of  the  Grand  Chapter  Royal  Arch 
Masons  of  Maryland.  Died  May  2,  1909. 

M.  E.  Companion  James  Dempster,  Past  Grand 
High  Priest  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch 
Masons  of  Nova  Scotia.  Died  May  8,  1909. 

M.  E.  Companion  Francis  Marion  Zuck,  Past 
Grand  High  Priest  of  the  Grand  Chapter  Royal  Arch 
Masons  of  Arizona.  Died  June  16,  1909. 

The  Grand  Chapter  was  “  called  off”  for  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  exemplifying  the  Royal  Arch  Degree. 

A  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  was  opened  and 
the  Degree  of  Royal  Arch  Mason  was  exemplified  by 
M.  E.  Companion  Daniel  W.  Simkins,  High  Priest 
of  University  Chapter  No.  256. 

The  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  was  closed. 
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The  Grand  Chapter  was  then  “called  on.” 

The  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest  called  the  attention 
of  the  members  of  Grand  Chapter  to  the  robes  worn 
by  the  officers  who  exemplified  the  Royal  Arch  De¬ 
gree,  stating  that  they  were  the  robes  suggested  by  the 
Committee  on  revision  of  the  Constitution  and  that 
he  had  requested  they  be  worn  for  the  inspection  of 
the  members. 

Speaking  directly  to  the  District  Deputy  Grand 
High  Priests,  he  said,  he  fully  concurred,  in  a  decision 
of  his  immediate  predecessor,  M.  E.  Companion 
William  B.  Meredith,  which  was,  that  “a  Compan¬ 
ion  who  can  not  do  the  work  of  the  Chapter  cannot 
be  installed  M.  E.  High  Priest.  Opening  and  closing 
are  part  of  the  work  of  the  most  Excellent  High  Priest. ” 

The  Grand  Chapter  was  closed  in  Peace  at  nine 
o’clock  and  fifty  minutes  P.  m. 

Charles  Cary, 

Grand  Secretary. 
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QUARTERLY  COMMUNICATION, 


HELD  AT 

MASONIC  TEMPLE,  PHILADELPHIA, 
DECEMBER  2,  A.D.  1909,  A.I.  2439. 


present: 


Comp.  Carl  A.  Sundstrom, 

A.  G.  Criswell  Smith, 
George  B.  Wells, 

Edward  B.  Spencer,  . 
Charles  Cary, 

Stockton  Bates,  . 

Rev.  Thompson  P.  Ege, 
Rev.  William  B.  Chalfant, 


M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest. 
M.  E.  Grand  King. 

M.  E.  Grand  Scribe. 

M.  E.  Grand  Treasurer. 

M.  E.  Grand  Secretary, 
Assistant  Grand  Secretary. 
Grand  Chaplain, 


D.D., . Grand  Chaplain. 

Rev.  William  B.  Wood,  D.D.  Grand  Chaplain. 
Rev.  Charles  H.  Bond,  .  Grand  Chaplain. 
Rev.  Clarence  H.  Woolston, 


D.D.,  .... 
Samuel  Laughlin, 

J.  Waelder  McMullen, 
S.  E.  Burke  Kinsloe, 
Frank  W.  Martenis, 
David  Carlin,  . 

August  P.  Kunzig, 
Charles  S.  Bair,  . 

John  Matthews,  . 
Joseph  E.  Quinby, 
Francis  J.  Callahan, 
John  H.  McNelly, 


Grand  Chaplain. 

Grand  Captain  of  the  Host. 

Grand  Principal  Sojourner. 

Grand  Royal  Arch  Captain. 

Grand  Master  of  the  Third  Vail. 
Grand  Master  of  the  Second  Vail. 
Grand  Master  of  the  First  Vail. 
Grand  Marshal. 

Senior  Grand  Master  of  Ceremonies . 
Junior  Grand  Master  of  Ceremonies . 
Grand  Pursuivant. 

Grand  Tyler. 


District  Deputy  Grand  High  Priests: — Companions  Henry  A.  Jenks, 
Joseph  C.  Egbert,  John  B.  Sprenkel,  Frederick  W.  Ulrich,  David  J. 
Davis,  Arthur  W.  Gillan,  Henry  L.  Moore,  Peter  K.  Filbert,  William 
F.  Shay,  William  K.  Reed,  George  W.  Vernes,  Lyman  M.  Finney, 
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Porter  W.  Lowry,  Winfield  S.  Bell,  William  J.  Poschman,  John  A. 
Armstrong,  Allan  W.  Urmson,  Peter  Barkey,  Charles  E.  Cooper. 

Past  Grand  High  Priests: — M.  E.  Companions  Hibbert  P.  John,  George 
W.  Kendrick,  Jr.,  Ezra  S.  Bartlett,  Edward  B.  Spencer,  Henry 
Oscar  Kline,  J.  Henry  Williams,  William  B.  Meredith. 


Grand  Representatives . 

Comp.  Samuel  Shaw,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Canada. 

Daniel  W.  Hutchin,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  District  of  Columbia. 
Henry  Oscar  Kline,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Florida. 

George  B.  Wells,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Illinois. 

John  A.  Perry,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Iowa. 

William  B.  Meredith,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Louisiana. 

J.  Henry  Williams,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Maryland. 

David  M.  Kinzer,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Missouri. 

George  W.  Kendrick,  Jr.,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Nebraska. 

“  Isaac  N.  Grubb,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Nevada. 

Charles  F.  Wignall,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  New  Brunswick. 

S.  E.  Burke  Kinsloe,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  New  Hampshire. 
Edgar  S.  Bartlett,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  New  Jersey. 

Charles  Cary,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  New  York. 

Carl  A.  Sundstrom,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Ohio. 

Edward  B.  Spencer,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Oregon. 

John  McKain,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Quebec. 

Stockton  Bates,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Rhode  Island. 

Peter  Barkey,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  South  Dakota. 

Hibbert  P.  John,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Tennessee. 

William  A.  Sinn,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Texas. 

Louis  Wagner,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Vermont. 

John  C.  Wallace,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  West  Virginia. 

Chapters  Nos.  3,  21,  43,  91,  150,  152,  159,  161,  162,  163,  164,  167,  169,  170, 
171,  172,  174,  175,  176,  178,  179,  181,  182,  183,  185,  186,  189,  190,  191,  192, 

193,  195,  196,  197,  198,  199,  200,  201,  202,  203,  204,  206,  207,  208,  209,  211, 

212,  214,  215,  216,  217,  219,  220,  221,  222,  224,  225,  226,  228,  230,  232,  233, 

234,  235,  236,  237,  238,  239,  240,  241,  242,  243,  244,  246,  247,  249,  250,  251, 

252,  255,  256,  257,  258,  259,  260,  261,  262,  263,  264,  266,  267,  268,  270,  271, 

272,  273,  278,  280,  281,  282,  283,  284,  285,  286,  287,  288,  289,  290,  291.  (109 

Chapters.)  (249  members.) 
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The  Grand  Chapter  was  opened  in  Ample  Form  at 
two  o’clock  P.  M. 

The  Minutes  of  the  Quarterly  Communication  held 
on  Thursday,  September  2,  1909,  were  read  and  ap¬ 
proved. 


This  being  the  time  fixed  by  the  Constitution  for 
the  election  of  Grand  Officers  to  serve  for  the  ensuing 
Masonic  year,  beginning  on  St.  John  the  Evangelist’s 
Day  next,  the  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest  was  pleased  to 
appoint  Tellers,  who,  having  reported,  the  M.  E.  Grand 
High  Priest  announced  the  following  named  Com¬ 
panions  duly  elected: 


Companion  Carl  A.  Sundstrom, 

A.  G.  Criswell  Smith, 
George  B.  Wells,  . 
Edward  B.  Spencer, 
Charles  Cary,  . 


M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest. 
M.  E.  Grand  King. 

M.  E.  Grand  Scribe. 

M.  E.  Grand  Treasurer. 
M.  E.  Grand  Secretary. 


Copies  of  proposed  Amendments  to  By-Laws  from 
Chapters  Nos.  152,  189,  220,  260  and  266,  were  re¬ 
ceived  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  By-Laws. 

The  Trustees  made  the  following  report  which  was 
received  and  ordered  spread  in  full  upon  the  minutes: 

REPORT  OF  THE  TRUSTEES  OF  THE  GRAND  CHAPTER. 

Philadelphia,  Pa.,  December  2,  1909. 

To  the  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest,  Officers  and  Members  of 

The  Grand  Holy  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  Pennsylvania, 

Companions: — The  Trustees  of  the  Grand  Chapter  present  this,  their 
First  Annual  Report. 
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PRINCIPAL  ACCOUNT 

The  securities  received  by  them  from  M.  E.  Companion  Edward  B.  Spen¬ 
cer,  M.  E.  Grand  Treasurer,  are  as  follows: 

One  (1)  $1000  Certificate  No.  91,  Series  J,  City  of  Philadelphia 
3  per  cent  Loan  of  1893.  Principal  due  December 


31,  1912,  interest  due  January  1  and  July  1,  $1,000 

One  (1)  $1000  Certificate  No.  352,  Series  M,  City  of  Philadelphia 
3  per  cent  Loan  of  1893,  Principal  due  December 
31,  1917,  interest  due  January  1  and  July  1,  1,000 

One  (1)  $500  Certificate  No.  251,  Series  E,  City  of  Philadelphia 
3  per  cent  Loan  of  1898,  Principal  due  December 
31,  1912,  interest  due  January  1  and  July  1,  500 

One  (1)  $1000  Certificate  No.  550,  Series  G,  City  of  Philadelphia 
3  per  cent  Loan  of  1898,  Principal  due  December 
31,  1914,  interest  due  January  1  and  July  1,  1,000 

One  (1)  $1000  Certificate  No.  317,  School,  City  of  Philadelphia 
3X  per  cent  Loan  of  1902,  Principal  due  July  1, 

1932,  interest  due  January  1  and  July  1,  1,000 

One  (1)  $500  Certificate  No.  321,  School,  City  of  Philadelphia 
3X  per  cent  Loan  of  1904,  Principal  due  July  1, 

1934,  interest  due  January  1  and  July  1,  500 


Five  (5)  $1000  Electric  &  Peoples  Stock  Trust  Certificates  4  per 
cent,  Nos.  A9448-9449-9450-9451  and  9452,  Princi¬ 
pal  due  1945,  interest  due  April  1  and 

October  1,  5,000 

Five  (5)  $1000  Bonds,  Pennsylvania  Company  Gold  Loan  4  per 
cent,  Nos.  5 976,  5977,  5978,  5979  and  5980,  Prin¬ 
cipal  due  April  1,  1931,  interest  due  April  1  and 
October  1,  5,000 

Five  (5)  $1000  Bonds,  Reading  Company  Jersey  Central  Collat¬ 
eral  Gold  4  per  cent,  Nos.  19953,  19954,  19955, 

19956  and  19957,  Principal  due  April  1,  1951,  in¬ 
terest  due  April  1  and  October  1,  5,000 


Forward 


$20,000 
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$20,000 


2,000 


2,000 


5,000 
$29,000 

In  addition  we  have  purchased, — 


One  (1)  $1000 

Bond,  Pennsylvania  Railroad  Company,  4s,  1948, 
No.  59829,  interest  due  May  1  and  November  1, 
(bought  October  5,  1909) 

1,000 

Making  total  par  value . 

.  $30,000 

1909 

February  1, 

INCOME  ACCOUNT 

Five  (5)  coupons,  $20  each,  Reading  General  4s, 
due  January  1,  1909, 

$100  00 

Two  (2)  coupons,  $20  each,  Pennsylvania  Rail¬ 
road  4s  due  November  1,  1908, 

40  00 

April  1, 

Five  (5)  coupons,  $20  each,  Pennsylvania  Com¬ 
pany,  due  April  1,  1909, 

100  00 

April  1, 

Five  (5)  coupons,  $20  each,  Reading  Company, 

J.  C.  4s,  due  April  1,  1909, 

100  00 

Check,  Pennsylvania  Company,  Electric  &  Peo¬ 
ples  4s,  due  April  1,  1909, 

100  00 

May  1, 

Check,  Pennsylvania  Railroad  Company,  P.  R.  R. 
Gold  4s  due  1948,  due  May  1,  1909, 

40  00 

Forward . 

$480  00 

Over . . 

• 

Two  (2)  $1000  Bonds,  Market  Street  Elevated  Passenger  Rail¬ 
way,  Gold  4  per  cent,  Nos.  8630  and  8897,  Princi¬ 
pal  due  May  1,  1955,  interest  due  May  1  and  Nov¬ 
ember  1, 

Two  (2)  $1000  Bonds,  Pennsylvania  Railroad  Company,  Gold, 
4  per  cent,  Nos.  53232  and  53233,  Principal  due 
May  1,  1948,  interest  due  May  1  and  November  1, 

Five  (5)  $1000  Bonds,  Reading  Company,  General  Mortgage, 
4  per  cent,  Nos.  M32555,  32556,  42522,  47884 
and  62867,  Principal  due  January  1,  1997,  interest 
due  January  1  and  July  1, 
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1909 

Over . 

$480  00 

Two  (2)  coupons,  $20  each,  Market  Street  Elevated 
R.  R.,  due  May  1,  1909, 

40  00 

July  1, 

Five  (5)  coupons,  $20  each,  Reading  General  4s 
due  July  1,  1909, 

100  00 

July  13, 

Checks,  City  Loan  3  per  cent,  $3500,  $52.50  3 % 
per  cent  on  $1500,  $26.25, 

78  75 

October  1, 

Five  (5)  coupons,  $20  each,  Reading  Company 

J.  C.,  collateral,  due  October  1, 

100  00 

Five  (5)  coupons,  $20  each,  Pennsylvania  Com¬ 
pany,  P.R.R.,  due  October  1, 

100  00 

Check,  Pennsylvania  Company,  Electric  &  Peo¬ 
ples  4s, 

100  00 

November  1, 

Two  (2)  coupons,  Market  Street  Elevated  Rail¬ 
road,  each  $20, 

40  00 

Check,  P.  R.R.,  interest  on  $3000,  1948  4s, 

60  00 

$1,098.75 


All  of  which  was  paid  over  to  the  M.  E.  Grand  Secretary  immediately 
upon  its  collection,  and  his  receipt  taken  therefor. 

All  of  which  is  fraternally  submitted, 

J.  Henry  Williams, 

Edward  Perry, 

Trustees  of  the  G.  H.  R.  A.  Chapter 


The  Committee  on  Finance  made  the  following 
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QUARTERLY  REPORT 

Philadelphia,  November  26,  1909. 

To  the  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest ,  Officers  and  Members  of 

The  Grand  Holy  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  Pennsylvania. 

Companions: — The  Committee  on  Finance  respectfully  report  that  they 
have  examined  the  books  of  the  M.  E.  Grand  Treasurer,  and  the  books  of  the 
M.  E.  Grand  Secretary,  from  August  26,  1909,  to  November  24,  1909,  and 
find  them  correct  and  agreeing  with  their  vouchers,  showing: 


RECEIPTS. 

From  Chapters  and  Mark  Lodges,  .  .  .  .  $1,360.90 

Interest  on  Investments, .  400.00 

Certificates, .  8.00 

Constitutions, .  4.00 

Interest  on  Charity  Fund,  . v  32.92 

Interest  on  Deposits  .  33.52 

- -  $1,839.34 

To  which  add  balance  August  26,  1909,  .  .  .  4,656.12 


Total .  6,495.46 

EXPENDITURES. 

Expenses  of  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest,  .  .  .  850  00 

Rent, .  1,500  00 

Salaries, .  862  50 

Printing,  Postage  and  Stationery,  ....  307  18 

Investment  (cost) .  1,059  50 


4,579  18 


To  which  add  balance  on  hand,  November  24,  1909,  1,916  28  6,495  46 


Fraternally  submitted, 

Ezra  S.  Bartlett, 

M.  Richards  Muckle, 
William  M.  Donaldson, 

John  A.  Perry, 

Daniel  Baird, 

Committee. 


The  Committee  on  Finance  made  the  following: 
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ANNUAL  REPORT. 

Philadelphia,  November  26,  1909. 

To  the  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest ,  Officers  and  Members  of 

The  Grand  Holy  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  Pennsylvania. 

Companions: — The  Committee  on  Finance  respectfully  reports  that  they 
have  examined  the  Accounts  and  Securities  held  by  the  Trustees,  which  show 
an  invested  fund  of  $30,000.00,  as  fully  set  forth  in  their  Annual  Report  to 
Grand  Chapter.  The  Committee  has  also  examined  the  books  of  the  Grand 
Treasurer  M.  E.  Companion  Edward  B.  Spencer,  P.  G.  H.  P.,  and  the  books 
of  the  Grand  Secretary,  M.  E.  Companion  Charles  Cary  for  the  fiscal  year 
ending  November  20,  1909,  and  find  them  correct  and  agreeing  with  their 
vouchers,  showing: 


RECEIPTS. 

From  Chapters  and  Mark  Lodges,  . $  11,708.30 

Interest  on  Investments, .  1,177.50 

Interest  on  Charity  Fund, .  32.92 

Interest  on  Deposits .  73.78 

Certificates, .  34.00 

Dispensations, .  5.00 

Constitutions  and  Postage, .  28.12 

Warrant,  .  100.00 


$  13,159.62 

To  which  add  Balance  November  20,  1908, .  1,666.43 

Total . $  14,826.05 


EXPENDITURES. 


Expenses  of  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest,  .  .  $  3,000.00 

Expenses  of  D.D.  Grand  High  Priests,  .  .  1,279.83 

Rent, . 1,500.00 

Salaries,  .  3,450.00 

Expenses  of  Instructors  of  the  Work,  .  38.00 

Printing,  Postage,  Stationery  &  Incidentals,  .  1,345.48 

Masonic  Home, .  1,000.00 

Clothing  and  Furniture, .  136.96 

Jewel,  . .  100.00 

Investment, .  1,059.50 


To  which  add  balance,  November  24,  1909, 


$  12,909.77 

1,916.28  $  14,826.05 
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From  the  above  balance  of . ,  1,916.28 

there  must  be  deducted  interest  belonging  to  the 

Charity  Fund, .  32.92 

leaving  in  the  Treasurer’s  hands  belonging  to  the- - 

General  Fund .  1,883.36 

In  addition  to  this  he  has  the  amount  returned 
from  the  “San  Francisco  Fund”  ....  1,389.97 

to  which  must  be  added  the  accrued  int.  .  32.92 


making  a  total  of .  1,422.89 

from  which  there  is  returnable  to  a  subordinate 

Chapter, .  2.89  1,420.00 


leaving  a  net  total  in  both  funds  of  ...  $  3,303 .36 


WHEREAS: — Resolutions  were  adopted  at  the  Quarterly  Communication 
of  Grand  Chapter  held  September  3,  1908,  providing  for  the  creation  of  a 
fund  to  be  known  as  “The  Charity  and  Emergency  Relief  Fund  of  the  Grand 
Holy  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  Pennsylvania”,  from  the  amount  returned 
($1,389.97)  by  “The  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  California”, 
of  the  Contributions  by  “The  Grand  Chapter  of  Pennsylvania  and  its  con¬ 
stituent  Chapters  and  Mark  Lodges  to  the  San  Francisco  Earthquake  Re¬ 
lief  Fund  of  1906”: 

And  Whereas: — The  Conditions  attached  to  the  said  Resolutions  having 
been  complied  with:- 

Therefore: — Be  it  Resolved: 

That  the  Resolutions  of  September  3,  1908  are  now  declared  effective  and 
in  force  and  that  the  amount  of  $1,420.00  is  now  available  for  the  purposes 
as  therein  set  forth. 


The  Committee  presents  the  following  estimates  for  the  year  ending  Nov¬ 


ember  20,  1910: 

Balance  on  hand .  $  1,883.36 

RECEIPTS. 

From  Chapters  and  Mark  Lodges  ....  11,000.00 

Interest  on  Investments .  1,157.50 

Constitutions,  Dispensations,  etc.,  ....  25.00 


$  14,065.86 
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Total  Receipts  brought  forward  $14,065.86 
EXPENDITURES. 


Expenses  of  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest  .  .  3,000.00 

Expenses  of  D.D.  Grand  High  Priests  .  .  1,300.00 

Masonic  Home .  1,000.00 

Salaries-M.  E.  Grand  Secretary  ....  2,000.00 

Assistant  Grand  Secretary  ....  1,200.00 

Grand  Tyler  .  250.00 

Printing,  Postage,  Stationery  &  Incidentals  .  2,000.00 

Expenses  of  Instructors  of  the  Work  .  .  .  500.00 

Rent .  1,500.00 

Clothing  &  Furniture .  200.00 

Investments .  1,000.00  13,950.00 


Estimated  Balance  ....  $  115.86 


The  Committee  offers  the  following  Resolution: — 

Resolved: — That  the  above  recommendations  of  the  Committee  on  Finance 
be  approved  and  that  the  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest  be  and  he  is  hereby  auth¬ 
orized,  to  draw  his  warrants  on  the  Grand  Treasurer  for  the  several  amounts 
named  in  the  foregoing  estimates,  as  they  may  become  due  and  payable. 

The  investments  held  by  the  Trustees,  amounting  to  Thirty  thousand 
DolIars_J$30,000.00),  are  as  follows: 


Reading  Co.  Jersey  Central  Coll.  Bonds  4  per  cent.  .  .  $  5,000.00 

Pennsylvania  Co.  Gold  Loan,  4  per  cent.  .  5,000.00 

Reading  General  Mortgage,  4  per  cent .  5,000.00 

Electric  &  Peoples  Traction,  4  per  cent .  5,000.00 

Market  St.,  Elevated  Pass.  Ry.,  4  per  cent .  2,000.00 

Philadelphia  City  Loan,  3  per  cent .  3,500.00 

Philadelphia  City  Loan,  per  cent .  1,500.00 

The  Pennsylvania  R.R.  Co.,  4  per  cent .  2,000.00 

Pennsylvania  R.  R.  Co.,  4’s .  1,000.00 


$  30,000.00 

Fraternally  submitted, 

Ezra  S.  Bartlett, 

M.  Richard  Mucklij, 
William  M.  Donaldson, 
John  A.  Perry, 

Daniel  Baird, 


Committee. 


1909.] 


CHAPTER  OF  PENNSYLVANIA. 


37 


It  was,  on  motion,  resolved  that  the  Resolutions  at¬ 
tached  to  the  above  Report  be  adopted. 

The  Committee  on  By-Laws  presented  the  following 
Report,  which  was  received,  and  the  accompanying 
Resolutions  were,  on  motion,  adopted: 

Philadelphia,  December  2,  1909. 
To  the  Grand  Holy  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  Pennsylvania , 

Companions: — Your  Committee  on  By-Laws  beg  leave  to  report  that  they 
have  examined  the  Amendments  to  By-Laws  submitted  to  them,  and  respect¬ 
fully  offer  the  following  Resolutions: — 

Resolved: — That  the  proposed  amendments  to  the  By-Laws  of  Chapters 
Nos.  152,  189  and  220  be  approved. 

Resolved: — That  the  proposed  amendment  to  the"  By-Laws  of  Chapter  No. 
260  be  amended  by  adding  after  the  word  meeting  “and  adopted  by  a  two- 
thirds  vote  at  a  subsequent  stated  meeting”,  and  that  as  so  amended,  it  be 
approved. 

Resolved: — That  the  proposed  amendments  to  the  By-Laws  of  Chapter 
No.  266  be  amended  to  read  as  follows: — 

Amend  Art.  IV,  Section  4,  by  striking  out  the  word  “twenty-five”  in  the 
last  sentence,  and  inserting  in  lieu  thereof  the  word  “fifty”. 

Amend  Art.  IV,  Section  5,  by  striking  out  the  words  “one  dollar  for  each 
meeting  of  the  Chapter”,  and  inserting  in  lieu  thereof  the  words  “twenty- 
five  dollars  per  annum”;  and  that,  as  so  amended,  they  be  approved. 

Fraternally  submitted, 

Daniel  W.  Hutchin, 

A.  Howard  Thomas, 

Henry  W.  Smith, 

William  A.  Rhoads, 

Committee. 


The  Committee  on  Printing  and  Publishing  pre¬ 
sented  the  following  report: 


Philadelphia,  December  2,  1909. 
To  the  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest ,  Officers  and  Members  of 

The  Grand  Holy  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  Pennsylvania. 

Companions: — Your  Committee  on  Printing  and  Publishing  begs  leave 
to  report  that  Messrs.  Williams  &  Marcus  Company,  to  whom  was  awarded 
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the  contract  for  printing  the  Proceedings  for  1908,  completed  its  contract 
to  the  full  satisfaction  of  the  Committee. 

We  also  report  that  bids  were  asked  for  printing  the  revised  Constitution 
for  distribution  to  the  subordinate  Chapters,  and  the  contract  awarded  to 
Messrs.  Williams  &  Marcus  Company,  the  lowest  bidder.  The  contract 
has  been  completed  and  the  work  distributed. 

The  expenditure  of  $1345.48  for  printing,  postage  and  stationery  for  the 
year,  includes  the  cost  of  these  two  publications  and  their  distribution. 

Fraternally  submitted, 

Louis  M.  Wagner, 

James  W.  R.  Washington, 
Frank  E.  Townsend, 

Committee. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  revise  and  amend  the 
Constitution,  reported  that  its  final  report  as  sub¬ 
mitted  to  Grand  Chapter  at  the  Quarterly  Communi¬ 
cation  held  Thursday,  September  2,  1909,  had  been  sent 
to  the  subordinate  Chapters.  They  further  reported 
that  they  had  received  a  few  suggested  changes,  a 
majority  of  which  referred  to  typographical  errors 
and  omissions,  and  which  had  been  duly  noted  on  the 
printed  report  now  presented  for  action. 

On  motion  duly  made  and  seconded  it  was 

Resolved: — that  the  Constitution  reported  by  the 

Committee  at  the  Quarterly  Communication  held 
September  2,  1909,  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  adopted. 

General  Return  was  received  from  Chapter  No.  238. 

A  Petition  was  received  from  a  number  (31)  of  Royal 
Arch  Masons  for  a  Warrant  for  a  new  Chapter  to  be 
held  at  Slatington,  Lehigh  County,  Pennsylvania,  to 

be  called  Slatington  Royal  Arch  Chapter,  No.  - 

On  motion  the  Petition  was  referred  to  the  Grand 
Officers  with  power  to  act. 
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Communications  were  received  from  Grand  Chapters 

4 

announcing  the  deaths  of  distinguished  Companions, 
as  follows: 

M.  E.  Companion  Alexandrian  Morrill  Lambdin, 
Past  Grand  High  Priest  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of 
Royal  Arch  Masons  of  Georgia.  Died  July  6,  1909. 

M.  E.  Companion  Adolphus  Hewel,  Past  Grand 
High  Priest  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons 
of  the  State  of  California.  Died  August  1 ,  1909. 

M.  E.  Companion  William  Moore  Cunningham, 
Past  Grand  High  Priest  of  the  Grand  Chapter  Royal 
Arch  Masons  of  the  State  of  Ohio.  Died  August 
16,  1909. 

M.  E.  Companion  John  O’Neill,  Past  Grand  High 
Priest  of  the  Grand  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  the 
State  of  Illinois.  Died  September  25,  1909. 

R.  E.  Companion  Robert  William  Southerland, 
M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest  of  the  Grand  Royal  Arch 

Chapter  of  the  State  of  Alabama.  Died  October  11, 
1909. 

M.  E.  Companion  Michael  A.  Murphy,  Past  Grand 
High  Priest  of  the  Grand  Chapter  Royal  Arch  Masons 
of  Nevada.  Died  October  26,  1909. 

M.  E.  Companion  Baalis  Sanford,  Past  Grand 
High  Priest  of  the  Grand  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of 
Massachusetts.  Died  November  16,  1909. 
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All  the  Companions  present  who  had  not  received 
the  Order  of  High  Priesthood  having  retired,  Com¬ 
panion  William  H.  McIntire  was  duly  installed  as 
High  Priest  of  Kensington  Royal  Arch  Chapter,  No. 
233,  and  had  the  Order  of  High  Priesthood  conferred 
upon  him  by  Companion  Daniel  W.  Hutchin,  at 
the  request  of  the  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest. 

The  Companions  who  had  retired  were  readmitted. 

The  following  resolutions  in  writing  were  offered  by 
Companions  John  C.  Wallace,  Peter  Barkey,  Winfield 
S.  Bell,  John  A.  Armstrong,  Porter  W.  Lowry  and 
Albert  L.  Thayer,  to  wit: — 

Resolved: — That  Article  10  of  the  Constitution  of  the  Grand  Chapter  be 
amended  by  adding  the  following  section. 

Sec.  2.  The  sum  of  five  cents  (5c)  per  mile  shall  be  paid  to  each  Repre¬ 
sentative  of  a  subordinate  Chapter  attending  the  Quarterly  Communication 
in  December  to  be  computed  on  the  distance  between  the  place  of  meeting 
of  the  subordinate  Chapter  and  the  city  of  Philadelphia  for  one  way  only. 

Resolved: — that  Article  10  be  amended  by  striking  out  thirty  cents  (30c) 
in  the  eleventh  line  and  inserting  fifty  (50c)  cents. 

The  Grand  Chapter  was  closed  in  Peace  at  five 
o’clock  and  thirty  minutes  P.  M. 

Charles  Cary, 

Grand  Secretary. 
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ANNUAL  GRAND  COMMUNICATION. 


HELD  AT 


MASONIC  TEMPLE,  PHILADELPHIA. 

ST.  JOHN’S  DAY, 

MONDAY,  DECEMBER  27,  A.  D.,  1909,  A.I.  2439. 


Comp.  Carl  A.  Sundstrom,  . 

A.  G.  Criswell  Smith,  . 
George  B.  Wells, 

Edward  B.  Spencer,  . 
Charles  Cary, 

Stockton  Bates,  . 

Rev.  Thompson  P.  Ege,  . 
Rev. William  B.Chalfant,D 
Rev.  Charles  H.  Bond, 
Samuel  Laughlin, 

J.  Waelder  McMullen, 

S.  E.  Burke  Kinsloe, 

John  E.  Poore, 

“  ’Daniel  Dooley,  . 

August  P.  Kunzig, 

Charles  S.  Bair,  . 

John  Matthews,  . 

Joseph  E.  Quinby, 

Francis  J.  Callahan, 

John  H.  McNelly, 


M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest. 

M.  E.  Grand  King. 

M.  E.  Grand  Scribe. 

M.  E.  Grand  Treasurer. 

M.  E.  Grand  Secretary. 

Assistant  Grand  Secretary. 

Grand  Chaplain. 

D.  Grand  Chaplain. 

Grand  Chaplain. 

Grand  Captain  of  the  Host. 

Grand  Principal  Sojourner. 

Grand  Royal  Arch  Captain, 
as  Grand  Master  of  the  Third  Vail, 
as  Grand  Master  of  the  Second  Vail. 
Grand  Master  of  the  First  Vail. 
Grand  Marshal. 

Senior  Grand  Master  of  Ceremonies . 
Juinor  Grand  Master  of  Ceremonies . 
Grand  Pursuivant. 

Grand  Tyler. 


District  Deputy  Grand  High  Priests: — Companions  Henry  A.  Jenks, 
Frederick  W.  Ulrich,  Arthur  W.  Gillan. 

Past  Grand  High  Priests: — Companions  Edward  B„  Spencer,  J.  Henry 
Williams,  William  B.  Meredith. 
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Grand  Representatives. 

Comp.  Samuel  Shaw,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Canada. 

George  B.  Wells,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Illinois. 

John  A.  Perry,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Iowa. 

William  B.  Meredith,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Louisiana. 

J.  Henry  Williams,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Maryland. 

S.  E.  Burke  Kinsloe,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  New  Hampshire. 

Charles  Cary,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  New  York. 

Carl  A.  Sundstrom,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Ohio. 

Edward  B.  Spencer,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Oregon. 

Stockton  Bates,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Rhode  Island. 

Chapters  Nos.  3,  21,  43,  52,  91,  169,  174,  175,  176,  183,  186,  193,  197,  198, 
201,  206,  208,  217,  220,  232,  233,  234,  240,  243,  245,  247,  250,  251,  256,  262, 
266,  271,  284,  291.  (34  Chapters.)  (60  members.)  (10  visitors.) 

The  Grand  Chapter  was  opened  in  Ample  Form  at 
seven  o’clock  p.  m. 

The  Minutes  of  the  Quarterly  Communication  held 
on  Thursday,  December  2,  1909,  were  read  and  ap¬ 
proved. 

General  Returns  were  received  from  Chapters  Nos. 
159,  161,  165,  169,  182,  183,  189,  190,  195,  198,  199, 

201,  202,  203,  207,  209,  211,  214,  219,  223,  228,  236, 

237,  238,  240,  241,  243,  248,  250,  254,  256,  258,  259, 

264,  267,  270,  271,  277,  279,  282,  283,  284,  287,  290, 

and  Mark  Lodge  214.  (Forty-four  Chapters  and  one 
Mark  Lodge),  which  were  ordered  to  be  entered  and 
filed. 

* 

So  much  of  the  minutes  of  the  Quarterly  Commun¬ 
ication  held  on  Thursday,  December  2,  1909,  as  refers 
to  the  election  of  Grand  Officers  was  read. 
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All  of  the  Companions  present,  who  had  not  received 
the  Order  of  High  Priesthood,  having  retired,  Com¬ 
panion  Carl  A.  Sundstrom  was  installed  Most  Ex¬ 
cellent  Grand  High  Priest  of  The  Grand  Holy  Royal 
Arch  Chapter  of  Pennsylvania  and  Masonic  Juris¬ 
diction  Thereunto  Belonging ,  was  duly  proclaimed  as 
such,  and  received  the  salutations  of  the  Craft. 

The  Companions  who  had  retired  were  re-admitted, 
when  the  following  Grand  Officers  were  severally 
installed,  and  were  duly  proclaimed  and  received  the 
salutations  of  the  Craft. 

Comp.  A.  G.  Criswell  Smith,  M.  E.  Grand  King. 

George  B.  Wells,  M.  E.  Grand  Scribe. 

“  Edward  B.  Spencer,  P.  G.  H.  P. 

M.  E.  Grand  Treasurer. 

Charles  Cary,  M.  E.  Grand  Secretary. 

The  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest,  Companion  Carl 
A.  Sundstrom,  presented  the  following  address: 

Companions  of  the  Grand  Chapter: — 

Time  does  not  stay  its  flight,  but  causes  the  present 

to  slip  from  our  grasp,  as  quickly  as  thought,  and  the 
future  to  press  rapidly  upon  us. 

It  seems  but  a  day  since  our  last  Annual  Commun¬ 
ication,  yet  one  more  of  the  few  years  allotted  us  for 
work  here  is  added  to  eternity.  As  the  leaves  are 
turned,  we  are  daily  and  hourly  writing  unalterable 
inscriptions  upon  the  pages  of  history.  Our  beliefs, 
purposes  and  habits  are  communicated  to  posterity, 
and  may  exercise  an  influence  for  good  or  evil.  If 
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we  consider  properly  the  problem  of  life,  which  we 
are  daily  trying  to  solve,  if  we  reflect  seriously  upon 
the  role  we  are  playing  on  the  stage  of  life,  we  will 
realize,  that  we  are  more  than  actors,  and  that 
existence  is  more  than  a  shifting  scene.  Our  influence 
is  not  only  felt  in  the  present,  but  will  be  felt  in  the 
future,  and  our  words  may  ring  in  the  ears  of  unborn 
generations. 

Though  philosophers  differ  as  to  what  lies  at  the 
end  of  our  earthly  pilgrimage,  they  all  agree,  that  life 
is  a  mission.  Our  mission  as  Royal  Arch  Masons 
is  to  attend  to  every  duty  with  fidelity,  purifying  our 
character,  ennobling  our  joys,  and  turning  our  sorrows 
into  happiness  and  bliss. 

Let  us  therefore  turn  to  the  Supreme  Architect  of  the 
Universe  for  aid  and  support,  and  in  the  Great  Light 
of  His  Revelation  seek  the  guidance,  which  will  lead 
us  into  infinite  peace. 

Before  the  Masonic  year  is  ended,  let  us  take  a 
retrospective  view  of  the  past  year,  to  ascertain, 
whether  we  have,  to  the  extent  of  our  opportunities, 
lived  up  to  our  teachings,  and  performed  our  duties 
as  Royal  Arch  Masons. 

In  accordance  with  a  long  established  custom,  it 
is  my  duty  to  review  briefly  for  your  information, 
and  for  the  benefit  of  the  Craft  at  large,  the  most 
important  matters,  which  have  demanded  my  special 
attention  during  the  past  year. 

The  year  has  been  a  prosperous  one.  Peace  and 
harmony  generally  prevail,  our  relations  with  Sister 
Jurisdictions  are  of  the  friendliest  character,  and  our 
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Grand  Chapter  has  been  blessed  with  a  healthy  growth, 
both  numerically  and  financially.  Our  prosperity  how¬ 
ever  has  been  tinged  with  sadness,  for  death,  the  grim 
reaper,  has  removed  from  our  midst  three  of  our  dis¬ 
tinguished  Companions. 

July  30,  1909,  Companion  Stephen  H.  Appleton, 
a  Member  of  the  Committee  on  By-Laws,  was  sum¬ 
moned  home. 

He  was  made  a  Mason  in  George  W.  Bartram  Lodge 
No.  298,  at  the  age  of  twenty-one  years,  in  1876; 
served  as  Junior  Warden  in  1880,  Senior  Warden  in 
1881  and  Worshipful  Master  in  1882.  From  April 
1901  to  December  1905  he  was  Secretary  of  the  Lodge. 

He  received  the  Capitular  Degrees  in  Media  R.  A. 
Chapter  No.  234  in  1877;  served  as  Scribe  in  1880, 
King  in  1881  and  M.  E.  High  Priest  in  1882.  From 
1901  to  his  death  he  was  Secretary  of  the  Chapter. 

He  was  D.  D.  Grand  High  Priest  from  1893  to  1900, 
and  a  Member  of  the  Committee  on  By-Laws  from 
1903  to  his  death. 

He  received  the  Cryptic  Degrees  in  Philadelphia 
Council  No.  11  in  1901;  served  as  Principal  Conductor 
of  Work  in  1907,  Deputy  Illustrious  Master  in  1908 
and  was  Thrice  Illustrious  Master  at  the  time  of  his 
death. 

He  received  the  orders  of  Knighthood  in  St.  Alban 
Commandery  No.  47,  Knights  Templar,  in  1882.  He 
affiliated  with  Chester  Commandery  No.  66,  Knights 
Templar,  1893;  served  as  Captain  General  in  1898, 
Generalissimo  in  1899  and  Em.  Commander  in  1900. 

He  was  a  Member  of  the  Committee  on  the  Next 
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place  of  Meeting  of  the  Grand  Commandery  from  1906 
to  his  death. 

He  was  a  man  of  marked  ability,  which  attracted 
the  attention  of  his  Companions,  who  selected  him  for 
various  important  positions. 

M.  E.  Companion  Alexander  H.  Morgan,  Past 
Grand  High  Priest,  entered  the  Sanctuary  above 
October  24,  1909.  I  issued  the  following  letter: 

Office  of  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest,  Masonic  Temple, 

Philadelphia,  November  1st,  1909. 

To  the  Officers  and  Members  of  the  Subordinate  Chapters  of  this 

Jurisdiction,  and  to  all  Royal  Arch  Masons  wherever  dispersed: 

Companions: — 

Death,  one  of  the  greatest  mysteries,  will  sooner  or  later  come  to  all  of  us. 
We  may  reach  its  portals  full  of  strength  and  power,  or  approach  our  last 
destination  with  a  body  weak  and  worn,  knocking  feebly  for  admission.  We 
may  impetuously  rush  into  its  presence,  or  we  may  humbly  crave  for  rest 
and  peace.  But  when  we  enter,  our  lips  are  closed  in  everlasting  silence. 
Death  should  not  be  feared,  but  considered  one  of  the  greatest  blessings,  for 
it  is  the  door  which  separates  our  earthly  pilgrimage  from  the  Eternity. 

“The  hand  of  the  King  that  the  scepter  hath  borne, 

The  brow  of  the  priest  that  the  mitre  hath  worn, 

The  eye  of  the  sage  and  the  heart  of  the  brave, 

Are  hidden  and  lost  in  the  depth  of  the  grave.” 

The  nestor  of  Royal  Arch  Masonry  in  Pennsylvania,  Past  Grand  High 
Priest,  Most  Excellent  Companion,  Alexander  H.  Morgan,  sleeps  the  sleep 
of  death,  but  the  memory  of  his  virtue  and  the  power  of  his  example  still  live. 

During  a  long  and  honorable  life,  granted  to  but  a  few,  the  love  for  his 
Companions  was  ever  strong  and  unceasing.  The  affection  and  geniality 
which  shone  in  his  kindly  eye,  the  warmth  of  his  hand  clasp,  could  not  be 
chilled  by  the  accumulation  of  years. 

He  was  a  Mason  in  the  true  sense  of  the  word,  and  the  working  tools  of  the 
Craft  in  his  hands  were  never  idle;  always  usefully  employed  for  the  benefit 
of  his  Brethren  and  Companions. 
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Masonic  Record  of 

M.  E.  Companion  ALEXANDER  H.  MORGAN. 
Born  November  6,  1821. 


Montgomery  Lodge,  No.  19. 

E.  A.,  F.  C.  and  M.  M.  by 

Dispensation . September  1,  1859. 

Elected  to  Membership . October  6,  1859. 

Elected  Junior  Warden . December  3,  1874. 

Elected  Senior  Warden . December  2,  1875. 

Elected  Worshipful  Master.  .December  7,  1876. 
Elected  Representative  in 

Grand  Lodge . December,  1877. 


Columbia  Chapter,  No.  91. 

Mark  and  Most  Excellent 

Master  Masons  Degrees  September  16,  1874. 

Royal  Arch  Degree . October  21,  1874. 

Elected  Scribe . December,  1876. 

Elected  King . December.  1877. 

Elected  M.  E.  High  Priest. .  .December,  1878. 
Elected  Representative  in 

Grand  Chapter . 1904. 

Philadelphia  Council,  No.  11. 

Royal  and  Select  Master.  .  .  .March  14,  1888. 
Super  Excellent  Master . April  10,  1888. 


Kadosh  Commandery,  No.  29. 

Red  Cross,  Temple  and  Malta  February  24,  1887. 

Grand  Lodge. 

Committee  on  By-Laws . 1886  to  1891. 

Trustee  Girard  Bequest . 1884  to  death. 

Grand  Chapter. 

Grand  Master  Second  Vail..  .1879-1880. 
Committee  on  Correspond¬ 
ence . 1883  to  1886. 

Grand  Scribe . 1887-1888. 

Grand  King . 1889-1890. 

Grand  High  Priest . 1891-1892. 

Chairman  Committee  on  Ap¬ 
peals . 1894  to  death. 

Representative  Grand  Chapter 
of  Maryland . 1890  to  1898. 
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Representative  Grand  Chap¬ 
ter  of  California . 1900  to  death. 

Died  October  24,  1909. 

Such  is  the  Masonic  record  of  our  departed  Companion.  His  strong  per¬ 
sonality,  distinguished  by  a  marked  uprightness  of  character,  gained  for  him 
the  confidence  and  esteem  of  his  Companions.  His  unvarying  courtesy  and 
cordiality  made  him  universally  beloved  and  respected.  He  has  left  in  our 
hearts  a  vacant  space  which  cannot  $oon  be  filled. 

He  died  October  24th,  and  was  buried  with  Masonic  honors  in  Mt.  Vernon 
Cemetery,  October  28th.  The  services  in  the  Masonic  Temple  and  at  the 
grave  were  conducted  by  Montgomery  Lodge,  No.  19,  Free  and  Accepted 
Masons. 

“So  fades  a  summer  cloud  away, 

So  sinks  the  gale,  when  storm  is  o’er; 

So  gently  shuts  the  eve  of  day, 

So  dies  the  wave  along  the  shore.” 

In  memory  of  our  departed  Companion,  and  as  a  token  of  our  profound 
sorrow,  it  is  directed  that  this  communication  be  read  in  each  Chapter  in  this 
Jurisdiction  at  the  next  stated  meeting,  and  entered  in  full  upon  the  minutes, 
and  that  the  jewels  of  such  Chapters  be  draped  in  mourning  for  the  space  of 
six  months. 

Given  under  the  seal  of  The  Grand  Holy  Royal  Arch  Chapter,  at  Phila¬ 
delphia,  Pennsylvania,  the  day  and  year  above  written. 

Carl  A.  Sundstrom, 

[Official  Seal.]  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest. 

Charles  Cary,  Grand  Secretary. 


December  22,  1909,  Companion  Robert  F.  Mustin 
Jr.,  a  Member  of  the  Committee  on  Printing  and  Pub¬ 
lishing,  entered  into  rest.  He  was  made  a  Mason  in 
Crescent  Lodge,  No.  493  in  1877;  served  as  Senior 
Warden  in  1891,  and  Worshipful  Master  in  1892. 
He  was  a  member  of  the  Bursars  of  Thomas  R.  Pat¬ 
ton  Memorial  Charity  Fund  from  1896  to  his  death. 
He  received  the  Capitular  Degrees  in  Temple  R.  A. 
Chapter  No.  248  in  1878;  served  as  Scribe  in  1893, 
King  in  1894  and  High  Priest  in  1895.  He  was  a 
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Member  of  the  Committee  on  Printing  and  Publish¬ 
ing  from  1905  to  his  death.  He  received  the  orders 
of  Knighthood  in  St.  Alban  Commandery  No.  47  in 
1882;  served  as  Captain  General  in  1893,  General¬ 
issimo  in  1894  and  Emiment  Commander  in  1895. 
Companion  Mustin  had  a  genial  disposition  and  was 
warm  and  true  in  his  friendships.  As  a  Mason  he  lived 
up  to  the  principles  of  the  fraternity  and  was  faith¬ 
ful  to  every  trust. 

A  beautiful  In  Memoriam  on  P.  G.  H.  P.,  M.  E. 
Comp.  Alexander  H.  Morgan,  will  be  read  by 
Companion  Stockton  Bates  at  this  Annual  Grand 
Communication  and  will  appear  in  full  in  the  Pro¬ 
ceedings. 

In  this  age  of  science  and  progress  we  are  more 
than  ever  before,  trying  to  solve  the  preplexing  prob¬ 
lems  of  Life  and  Death.  Human  ties,  when  entwined 
by  bonds  of  love  and  affection,  can  not  be  broken, 
without  causing  the  heart  to  bleed,  and  the  eyes  to  fill 
with  tears  of  sadness  and  pain.  Time  alone  can  heal 
the  wound  of  the  lacerated  heart,  and  dry  the  tears 
of  sorrowful  affection. 

Thanks  to  the  teachings  of  Freemasonry  we  know, 
that  if  we  regulate  our  lives  according  to  its  teachings, 
we  shall  surely  meet  our  departed  Companions  in  the 
Great  Beyond.  May  be  at  this  very  moment  their 
spirits  mingle  with  us,  invoking  upon  all  of  us  a  silent 
blessing. 

Following  the  custom  of  many  of  my  illustrious 
predecessors,  I  issued  the  following  Circular  Letter 
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to  the  District  Deputy  Grand  High  Priests  and  to 
the  Chapters  and  Mark  Lodges  of  the  County  of 
Philadelphia: 

CIRCULAR  LETTER  OF  INSTRUCTIONS  TO  THE  SEVERAL  DIS¬ 
TRICT  DEPUTY  GRAND  HIGH  PRIESTS  IN  THE  JURISDIC¬ 
TION  OF  PENNSYLVANIA. 

Office  of  the  Most  Excellent  Grand  High  Priest, 

Masonic  Temple, 
Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania, 

St.  John’s  Day,  December  28,  A.  D.  1908,  A.  I.  2438. 
Dear  Sir  and  Companion: 

This  Circular  Letter  of  Instructions  contains  the  regulations  which  you  are 
required  to  observe  in  the  performance  of  your  official  duties. 

1.  You  will,  as  early  as  possible,  visit  the  Chapters  in  your  district,  and 
deliver  to  each  a  copy  of  this  Circular  Letter,  with  directions  to  have  the  same 
read  in  open  Chapter  and  preserved  in  a  convenient  place  for  reference. 
You  will  once  during  the  year  examine  the  minutes  of  each  Chapter  and  make 
a  written  report,  which  in  addition  to  copying  in  your  own  Minute  Book 
you  will  see  recorded  in  its  Minute  Book,  correcting  any  errors  you  may 
discover  in  the  matter  thereof  or  in  the  manner  of  recording  the  same,  and 
instruct  the  M.  -E.  High  Priest  to  have  your  report  read  at  the  next  meeting 
of  his  Chapter  and  the  fact  that  it  has  been  so  read  noted  on  the  minutes 
of  that  meeting. 

2.  On  your  visit  to  a  Chapter,  carefully  inspect  the  Chapter  Hall,  see 
that  it  is  suited  to  its  purpose,  and  that  it  can  be  securely  tyled  (if  not,  report 
the  same  at  once  to  this  office),  and  have  some  portion  of  the  work  rehearsed 
in  your  presence,  so  that  you  may  correct  it  if  it  be  not  the  authorized  Work, 
or  is  imperfectly  rendered. 

3.  You  will  see  that  every  Chapter  in  your  District  has  in  its  possession 
four  copies  of  the  Constitution  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Pennsylvania  of  the 
edition  of  1897,  and  four  copies  of  the  Holy  Bible.  You  will  urge  on  the 
officers  of  the  Chapters  in  your  District  the  necessity  of  carefully  studying 
the  Constitution,  in  order  to  make  themselves  acquainted  with  its  various 
provisions,  a  thorough  knowledge  of  which  will  greatly  assist  them  in  conduct¬ 
ing  the  affairs  of  their  Chapters. 

4.  Notify  all  officers  and  members  of  the  Chapters  in  your  District  that 
they  will,  in  the  first  instance,  address  you  on  all  questions  of  Work  and 
Law,  and  for  all  information  relating  thereto  which  they  may  seek.  Your 
opinions,  decisions  and  correspondence  you  will  cause  to  be  preserved  as 
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part  of  the  official  record  of  your  administration.  Through  you  all  appeals 
to  this  office  must  be  made,  and  with  every  appeal  you  will  send  copies  of 
your  decisions  to  which  said  appeal  refers,  and  of  the  correspondence  relat¬ 
ing  thereto.  All  correspondence  relative  to  your  official  duties  must  be 
addressed  to  the  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest. 

5.  You  will  instruct  the  Officers  in  their  work  and  see  that  they  are  fully 
qualified  for  their  duties  in  this  respect,  and  inform  the  Officers  that  the 
authorized  Work  must  be  used  in  every  instance.  In  the  absence  of  the 
High  Priest,  the  Warrant  must  be  placed  in  possession  of  the  King,  and  in 
the  absence  of  both  the  High  Priest  and  King,  it  must  be  placed  in  possession 
of  the  Scribe.  If  all  are  absent,  no  Chapter  can  be  opened  except  by  the  M. 
E.  Grand  High  Priest  or  some  one  specially  authorized  by  him  for  that  pur¬ 
pose. 

6.  You  will  not  permit  anyone  to  instruct  or  teach  the  Work  in  your 
District  unless  he  has  a  dispensation  therefor,  under  the  seal  of  the  M.  E. 
Grand  High  Priest,  or  to  deliver  a  lecture  before  a  Chapter  upon  any  subject, 
without  having  first  obtained  permission  from  the  same  authority. 

7.  High  Priests  are  to  be  reminded  that  it  is  their  duty  to  enforce  the 
Rules  and  Regulations  of  the  Grand  Chapter  as  well  as  the  By-Laws  of  their 
respective  Chapters;  and  especially  to  see  that  no  ballot  on  a  petition  is  taken 
until  after  the  Secretary  has  made  the  necessary  inquiry  of  the  M.  E.  Grand 
Secretary,  and  his  reply  has  been  received, stating  that  there  is  nothing  on  the 
records  against  the  applicant.  Should  a  Chapter  act  on  an  application  for 
degrees  and  membership,  or  for  membership  only,  before  receiving  a  reply 
from  the  Grand  Secretary,  the  name  of  such  applicant  will  be  stricken  from 
the  roll. 

8.  You  will  call  the  attention  of  Chapters  to  the  fact  that  officers  are 
installed  only  for  the  Masonic  year  ending  on  St.  John  the  Evangelist’s  Day 
and  that  in  case  of  re-election  they  must  be  installed  as  before.  This  is  to 
be  called  to  their  attention  particularly  in  the  case  of  the  Treasurer  and  Sec¬ 
retary,  who  are  most  frequently  re-elected.  Neither  the  Treasurer  nor  the 
Secretary  can  hold  an  appointed  office  in  a  Chapter. 

9.  You  will  render  obedience  to  that  clause  of  the  Constitution,  page  17, 
which  makes  it  imperative  upon  you  to  attend  the  Quarterly  Communica¬ 
tions  of  the  Grand  Chapter  at  least  twice  a  year. 

Among  the  Decisions  and  Regulations  in  force,  special  attention  is  called  to  the 
following: 

The  official  title  of  a  Chapter  is  “  .  .  .  . . Royal  Arch  Chapter,  No. 

. ,”  and  not  “ . Chapter,  No . ,  Royal  Arch 

Masons.  ” 

A  meeting  called  for  the  purpose  of  installing  officers  or  for  conferring  de¬ 
grees  is  an  “Extra  Meeting.”  A  meeting  called  to  consider  special  matters 
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of  business  (such  as  changing  place  of  meeting  or  electing  a  representative 
to  fill  a  vacancy)  is  a  “Special  Meeting.” 

A  Stated  Meeting  cannot  be  opened  prior  to  the  hour  fixed  by  the  By-Laws. 

The  full  fee  for  all  degrees  petitioned  for  must  be  paid  before  any  degree 
is  conferred. 

The  High  Priest  is  responsible  to  the  Grand  Chapter  for  the  manner  in 
which  he  conducts  the  business  of  the  Chapter  and  the  manner  in  which  the 
Degrees  are  conferred.  The  Scribe  is  required  to  be  proficient  in  conferring 
the  M.M.M’s  Degree,  the  King  in  conferring  the  M.  E.  M.  M.’s  Degree,  and 
the  High  Priest  in  conferring  all  three  of  the  Degrees  and  in  doing  the  work 
of  the  Chapter.  The  Work  must  be  in  accordance  with  that  authorized  by 
the  Grand  Chapter.  “A  Companion  who  cannot  do  the  work  of  the  Chapter 
cannot  be  installed  M.  E.  High  Priest.  Opening  and  closing  are  part  of  the 
duties  of  the  M.  E.  High  Priest.” 

The  use  of  Monitors ,  printed  or  written  Lectures  or  Rituals  in  conferring  the 
Degrees  is  prohibited. 

The  use  of  Postal  Cards  in  sending  Chapter  notices  is  not  permitted. 

The  names  of  petitioners  for  Degrees  and  Membership,  or  for  Member¬ 
ship  only,  must  be  printed  or  written  in  the  body  of  the  notice  proper ,  and  not 
on  a  separate  slip. 

The  names  of  all  petitioners  must  appear  on  the  notice  for  the  meeting  at 
which  they  are  to  be  balloted  for.  If  action  is  postponed  in  any  case,  the  name, 
age,  occupation  and  residence  of  the  petitioner  must  appear  on  the  notice 
for  every  stated  meeting  until  the  petition  is  disposed  of. 

A  summons  is  not  necessary  for  suspension  for  non-payment  of  dues  unless 
the  By-Laws  so  require. 

A  summons  issued  to  the  members  of  a  Chapter  must  be  signed  by  the 
High  Priest  and  Secretary  and  have  the  seal  of  the  Chapter  attached. 

A  Chapter  cannot  act  on  petitions  not  presented  and  read  at  the  stated 
meeting  a  full  Masonic  Month  prior  to  a  ballot. 

A  petition  cannot  be  withdrawn  after  a  favorable  report  and  ballot.  A 
second  or  subsequent  petition  cannot  be  withdrawn  in  any  case. 

A  second  ballot  cannot  be  taken  on  a  second  or  subsequent  petition. 

A  second  ballot  cannot  be  taken  on  a  petition  for  Membership,  but  a  new 
petition  may  be  presented  at  any  time  to  any  Chapter. 

A  Chapter  must  ballot  for  all  its  officers  at  the  same  time,  but  separate 
boxes  must  be  used  for  each  office,  except  for  Treasurer  and  Secreatry,  who 
may  be  voted  for  on  the  same  ticket. 

The  M.  E.  High  Priest  must  be  installed  on  or  before  the  St.  John  the  Evan¬ 
gelist’s  Day  next  succeeding  his  election  and  serve  a  full  Masonic  year  as 
such  to  retain  membership  in  the  Grand  Chapter.  The  High  Priest  must  be 
invested  with  the  order  of  High  Priesthood  at  the  time  of  installation  into 
office. 
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Members  and  visitors  must  send  in  cards,  giving  their  names  in  full,  together 
with  the  name  and  number  of  the  Chapter  and  .the  Jurisdiction  to  which  they 
belong.  The  names  of  all  Companions  present  must  be  written  in  the  minutes 
and  not  by  reference  to  a  register. 

The  High  Priest  of  a  Chapter  has  the  undoubted  right  to  refuse  admission 
to  a  visitor  at  his  discretion.  He  should  so  refuse  if  a  member  objects  in 
open  Chapter.  A  Companion  desiring  to  visit  has  no  right  to  demand  ad¬ 
mission  against  the  objection  of  a  member. 

A  Chapter  cannot  remit  the  dues  of  a  member  who  has  been  suspended  for 
non-payment  thereof,  and  then  restore  him  to  membership  or  Good  Masonic 
Standing.  He  can  be  so  restored  only  upon  payment  of  all  arrears  of  dues. 

A  Chapter  should  not  restore  a  Companion  suspended  for  non-payment 
of  dues  to  Good  Masonic  Standing,  and  subsequently  restore  him  to  member¬ 
ship  under  the  provision  of  Article  XVIII.,  Section  4.  Restoration  to  member¬ 
ship  includes  Good  Masonic  Standing,  and  one  restored  to  “Good  Masonic 
Standing”  can  be  subsequently  admitted  to  “Membership”  only  upon 
petition  and  ballot. 

A  resignation  of  a  Companion  from  membership  in  a  Chapter  must  be 
accepted,  providing  his  dues  are  paid,  and  no  charges  are  pending  against 
him  at  the  time. 

No  Certificates  other  than  those  authorized  by  Article  XI.  of  the  Constitu¬ 
tion  shall  be  issued  by  any  Chapter. 

It  is  not  necessary  for  an  inquiry  from  another  Chapter  as  to  “Masonic 
Objection”  to  lie  over  from  one  meeting  to  another.  The  notice  for  the  meet¬ 
ing  when  such  inquiry  is  to  be  acted  on  must,  however,  contain  the  required 
statement  to  the  members  that  a  ballot  will  be  taken  on  such  inquiry. 

Jurisdiction  in  Pennsylvania  belongs  to  the  Grand  Chapter  alone,  and  not 
in  any  sense  to  a  subordinate  Chapter.  A  petitioner  for  the  degrees  and 
membership  may  apply  to  any  Chapter  he  desires  to  enter,  without  regard 
to  where  he  resides,  and  the  whole  purpose  of  the  inquiry  is  to  determine  and 
have  answered,  in  the  neighborhood  in  which  he  is  presumed  to  be  best  known, 
one  question, and  but  one,  viz. : — Is  he  fit  for  advancement ,  mentally,  morally 
and  physically?  If  he  is  not,  the  Chapter  to  which  his  petition  is  addressed 
should  not  be  allowed  to  proceed.  If  he  is,  the  Chapter  inquired  of  has  no 
right  to  say  otherwise,  however  reluctant  its  members  may  be  to  see  petition¬ 
ers  who  might  be  expected  to  knock  at  its  doors  go  elsewhere.  The  as¬ 
sertion  of  “Masonic  objection”  where  none  really  exists  is  clearly  subversive 
of  the  rights  of  other  Chapters,  and  when  it  is  willfully  made  cannot  be  too 
severely  censured.  (  One  Black  Ball  shall  establish  the  existence  of  such 
objection.”  ) 

When  a  Chapter  acts  on  an  inquiry  from  another  Chapter  as  to  “Masonic 
objection,”  the  result  of  such  action  must  be  certified  immediately  to  the  in¬ 
quiring  Chapter  and  to  the  Grand  Secretary. 
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Distance  from  the  residence  of  a  petitioner  to  the  nearest  Chapter  must  be 
measured  on  a  straight  line ,  without  regard  to  roads  or  communication. 

Secretaries  of  Chapters  are  positively  instructed  to  send  “Monthly  Returns” 
to  the  M.  E.  Grand  Secretary  within  one  week  from  the  time  of  holding  a 
stated  meeting,  in  order  to  receive  a  reply  previous  to  the  meeting  following. 
All  proper  names  must  be  plainly  and  carefully  written. 

All  Deaths,  Resignations,  Suspensions,  Restorations  and  Rejections  must 
be  reported  promptly  to  the  Grand  Secretary;  considerable  annoyance 
having  been  caused  by  failure  to  observe  this  rule. 

Secretaries  of  Chapters  will  send  copy  of  notices  for  all  Stated,  Special  and 
Extra  Meetings  to  the  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest,  the  Grand  Secretary,  and 
the  District  Deputy  Grand  High  Priest.  Notices  must  follow  strictly  the 
prescribed  form. 

A  Candidate’s  Mark  must  be  literally  recorded  in  the  Books  of  Marks  before 
he  can  be  exalted  to  the  degree  of  a  Royal  Arch  Mason. 

The  following  Rules  have  been  formulated  and  will  be  observed  in  the  recording 
of  marks: 

I.  The  Mark  is  to  be  drawn  (not  pasted)  within  the  circle' and  letters  in 
the  keystone. 

II.  The  date  when  the  Brother  received  the  Mark  Degree  is  to  be  stated 
in  its  proper  place. 

III.  A  description  of  the  Mark  should  be  given  in  every  instance*  as  it 
frequently  occurs  that  the  Mark  is  unintelligible  without  it. 

IV.  The  first  (or  middle)  name  must  be  written  in  full,  not  initials. 

V.  Ink  is  to  be  used  in  all  cases,  and  not  lead  pencil. 

VI.  Book  should  be  indexed  for  convenience  of  reference. 

You  will  understand  that  your  judgment  and  discretion  are  relied  upon  to 
carry  out  these  regulations. 

Fraternally  yours, 

Carl  A.  Sundstrom, 

Grand  High  Priest. 

Decisions. 

Neither  the  Treasurer  nor  the  Secretary  can  hold 
an  appointed  office  in  a  Chapter. 

A  written  objection  to  a  petitioner  is  not  valid. 
The  objection  must  be  made  personally  in  open  Chapter. 


1909.] 


CHAPTER  OF  PENNSYLVANIA. 


55 


None  but  the  work  as  authorized  by  the  Grand  High 
Priest,  and  exemplified  in  the  Gtand  Chapter,  is  per¬ 
missible  in  this  Jurisdiction. 

A  Companion  recommending  a  petitioner  for  mem¬ 
bership  must,  by  examination  or  proper  avouchment, 
ascertain,  if  the  petitioner  has  received  all  the  Capi¬ 
tular  Degrees,  required  by  the  Jurisdiction  of  Penn¬ 
sylvania. 

A  Companion  recommending  a  petitioner  for  de¬ 
grees  and  membership  must  have  Masonic  information 
that  the  applicant  is  a  Master  Mqson  and  has  been 
passed  to  the  chair.  A  recommendation,  without 
such  knowledge  is  a  Masonic  offence. 

Dispensations. 

I  have  granted  the  following  dispensations. 

To  Girard  Mark  Lodge,  No.  214,  to  elect  a  Secretary 
to  fill  vacancy  caused  by  death. 

To  Siloam  Royal  Arch  Chapter,  No.  226,  to  elect  a 
Secretary  to  fill  a  vacancy  caused  by  death. 

To  University  R.  A.  Chapter  No.  256,  to  confer  the 
Royal  Arch  Mason’s  Degree  upon  a  Brother,  who 
intended  to  leave  the  Jurisdiction  for  an  indefinite 
period. 

To  Coatesville  R.  A.  Chapter  No.  267  to  elect  a 
Secretary  to  fill  a  vacancy  caused  by  death. 

To  Reading  R.  A.  Chapter  No.  152  to  elect  a 
Secretary  to  fill  a  vacancy  caused  by  death. 
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To  Montgomery  R.  A.  Chapter,  No.  262,  to  elect 
a  Secretary  to  fill  a  vacancy  caused  by  death. 

To  Allen  R.  A.  Chapter  No.  203,  to  elect  a  Treasurer 
to  fill  a  vacancy  caused  by  death. 

Edicts. 

I  have  issued  the  following  edicts: 

Declared  null  and  void  the  action  of  University  R. 
A.  Chapter  No.  256,  in  receiving  and  acting  upon  the 
petition  of,  and  conferring  the  Mark  Master  Mason’s 
Degree  upon  Brother  who  at 

the  time  of  presenting  his  petition  was  not  a  Past 
Master,  either  by  election,  or  dispensation. 

Declared  null  and  void  the  action  of  Standing  Stone 
R.  A.  Chapter  No.  201,  in  receiving  and  acting  on  the 
third  petition  of  Brother  Francis  M.  Sayer,  without 
having  previously  granted  him  permission  to  present 
said  petition. 

Grand  Visitations. 

I  have  made  the  following  Grand  Visitations,  and 
have  had  the  presence  and  assistance  of  the  Most 
Excellent  Grand  King,  The  Most  Excellent  Grand 
Scribe,  The  Most  Excellent  Grand  Treasurer,  The 
Most  Excellent  Grand  Secretary  and  the  appointed 
officers: 

January  25,  1909.  Keystone  R.  A.  Chapter  No. 
175,  Philadelphia,  when  the  Mark  Master  Mason’s 
Degree  was  conferred. 
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March  18,  1909.  Oriental  R.  A.  Chapter,  No.  183, 
Philadelphia,  when  the  Most  Excellent  Master  Mason’s 
Degree  was  conferred. 

March  22,  1909.  Media  R.  A.  Chapter,  No.  234, 
Media,  when  the  Royal  Arch  Degree  was  conferred. 

April  2,  1909.  Harmony  R.  A.  Chapter,  No.  52, 
Philadelphia,  when  the  Most  Excellent  Master  Mason’s 
Degree  was  conferred. 

May  3,  1909.  Columbus  R.  A.  Chapter,  No.  200, 
Corry,  when  the  Mark  Master  Mason’s  Degree  was 
conferred. 

May  4,  1909.  Venango  R.  A.  Chapter,  No.  211, 
Franklin,  when  the  Royal  Arch  Degree  was  conferred. 

May  5,  1909.  Duquesne  R.  A.  Chapter,  No.  193, 
Pittsburgh,  when  the  Royal  Arch  Degree  was  conferred. 

May  6,  1909.  Union  R.  A.  Chapter,  No.  165, 
Uniontown,  when  the  Mark  Master  Mason’s  Degree 
was  conferred. 

May  7,  1909.  Portage  R.  A.  Chapter,  No.  195, 
Johnstown,  when  the  Most  Excellent  Master  Mason’s 
Degree  was  conferred. 

September  21,  1909.  University  R.  A.  Chapter, 
No.  256,  Philadelphia,  when  the  Mark  Master  Mason’s 
Degree  was  conferred.  At  this  visitation  we  were 
honored  by  the  presence  of  M.  E.  Companion  Ezra 
S.  Bartlett. 

November  16,  1909.  Excelsior  R.  A.  Chapter  No. 
237,  when  the  Royal  Arch  Degree  was  conferred. 
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November  17,  1909.  Weidle  R.  A.  Chapter,  No. 
197,  Lebanon,  when  the  Royal  Arch  Degree  was  con¬ 
ferred.  This  is  the  only  Chapter  visited  during  the 
year,  where  the  work  was  not  done  by  an  officer  of  the 
Chapter. 

Informal  Visitations. 

January  26,  1909.  Norristown  R.  A.  Chapter,  No. 
190,  Norristown,  it  being  their  Fiftieth  Anniversary. 

March  1,  1909.  Corinthian  R.  A.  Chapter,  No.  250, 
Philadelphia. 

March  16,  1909.  Pottstown  R.  A.  Chapter,  No. 
271,  Pottstown. 

May  9,  1909.  Royal  Arch  Chapter,  No.  43,  Lan¬ 
caster,  it  being  their  centennial  Anniversary. 

April  21,  1909.  Columbia  R.  A.  Chapter,  No.  91, 
Philadelphia. 

May  10,  1909.  Melita  R.  A.  Chapter,  No.  284, 
Philadelphia. 

May  14,  1909.  Palestine  R.  A.  Chapter,  No.  240, 
Philadelphia. 

September  7,  1909.  St.  John  R.  A.  Chapter,  No. 
232,  Philadelphia. 

September  13,  1909.  Melita  R.  A.  Chapter,  No.’ 
284,  Philadelphia. 

September  25,  1909!  Signet  R.  A.  Chapter,  No. 
251,  Philadelphia. 
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.  September  27,  1909.  Keystone  R.  A.  Chapter,  No. 
175,  Philadelphia. 

October  5,  1909.  T.  B.  Freeman  R.  A.  Chapter, 
No.  243,  Philadelphia. 

October  13,  1909.  Philadelphia  R.  A.  Chapter  No. 

169,  Philadelphia. 

♦ 

October  18,  1909.  Germantown  R.  A.  Chapter, 
No.  208,  Philadelphia. 

October  19,  1909.  Abington  R.  A.  Chapter  No. 
245,  Jenkintown. 

October  25,  1909.  Kensington  R.  A.  Chapter,  No. 
233,  Philadelphia. 

October  26,  1909.  Pittsburgh  School  of  Instruction, 
rehearsal  of  the  Mark  Degree. 

November  11,  1909.  Duquesne  R.  A.  Chapter,  No. 
193,  Pittsburgh,  it  being  their  Fiftieth  Anniversary. 

November  18,  1909.  I  attended  the  dedication  of 
the  Capitular  Apartments  of  the  New  Masonic  Temple 
in  Baltimore.  The  cordial  and  fraternal  greeting, 
together  with  the  unbounded  hospitality  of  Most  Ex¬ 
cellent  Grand  High  Priest,  John  W.  Linthicum,  his 
Officers  and  Members,  will  ever  be  cherished  as  one 
of  the  most  agreeable  remembrances. 

November  22,  1909.  Keystone  R.  A.  Chapter,  No. 
175,  Philadelphia. 

December  6,  1909.  Allen  R.  A.  Chapter,  No.  203, 
Allentown. 
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December  13,  1909.  Melita  R.  A.  Chapter,  No.. 
284,  Philadelphia. 

December  21,  1909.  Temple  R.  A.  Chapter,  No. 
248,  Philadelphia. 

December  21,  1909.  University  R.  A.  Chapter,  No. 
256,  Philadelphia. 

Representatives  to  Other  Grand  Chapters. 

Appointed  Representatives  of  this  Grand  Chapter, 
near  other  Grand  Chapters  as  follows: 

New  Hampshire,  E.  Companion  Edward  Revere 
Jackson. 

Indiana,  M.  E.  Companion  Renwick  W.  Crockett. 
North  Carolina,  Companion  Henry  G.  Smallbones. 
Maryland,  R.  E.  Companion  John  H.  Miller. 

Representatives  Received. 

Companion  Alexander  McCune,  of  Chapter  No. 
52,  from  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Maine. 

M.  E.  Companion  A.  G.  Criswell  Smith,  of  Chapter 
No.  234,  from  the  Grand  Chapter  of  North  Carolina. 

M.  E.  Companion  J.  Henry  Williams,  of  Chapter 
No.  52,  from  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Maryland. 

Waivers  of  Jurisdiction. 

I  have  asked  for  and  received  two  waivers  of  juris¬ 
diction  from  New  Jersey  and  one  from  West  Virginia. 
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I  have  granted  waivers  of  jurisdiction  as  follows: 
New  York  one,  New  Jersey  three  and  Connecticut  one. 

I  declined  to  grant  a  waiver  of  jurisdiction  in  favor 
of  Brother  member  of 

Restoration  Lodge,  No.  777,  of  New  York,  on  account 
of  Physical  disqualification. 


Work. 

At  the  Quarterly  Communication  held  in  March  the 
Mark  Master  Mason’s  Degree  was  exemplified  by  the 
officers  and  members  of  Siloam  R.  A.  Chapter  No.  226, 
Companion  Richard  C.  Boyle,  Worshipful  Master. 

At  the  Quarterly  Communication  held  in  June,  the 
Most  Excellent  Master  Mason’s  Degree  was  exempli¬ 
fied  by  the  officers  and  members  of  Melita  R.  A.  Chap¬ 
ter  No.  284,  Companion  Charles  M.  Prince  Most 
Excellent  Master. 

At  the  Quarterly  Communication  held  in  September, 
the  Royal  Arch  Degree  was  exemplified  by  the  officers 
and  members  of  University  R.  A.  Chapter  No.  256, 
Companion  Daniel  W.  Simkins  as  Most  Excellent 
High  Priest. 

At  the  Quarterly  Communication  in  December,  the 
Order  of  High  Priesthood  was  conferred  upon  Com¬ 
panion  William  H.  McIntire,  and  he  was  duly  in¬ 
stalled  M.  E.  High  Priest  of  Kensington  R.  A.  Chapter 
No.  233,  by  Companion  Daniel  W.  Hutchin,  Chair¬ 
man  of  the  Committee  on  By-Laws. 

The  work  as  exemplified  and  conferred  in  the  Grand 
Chapter  is  the  authorized  work  of  the  Jurisdiction. 
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The  thanks  of  the  Grand  Chapter  are  hereby  tend¬ 
ered  to  all  the  Companions,  who  took  part  in  the  work, 
as  well  as  to  Companion  J.  Waelder  McMullen, 
Grand  Principal  Sojourner,  and  Principal  Instructor 
in  the  Capitular  Degrees,  and  his  corps  of  Assistant 
Instructors,  for  their  zealous  efforts  in  disseminating 
the  authorized  work. 

Every  Royal  Arch  Mason  of  this  Jurisdiction  is 
entitled  to  admission  into  the  Capitular  School  of 
Instruction  in  Philadelphia. 

The  Capitular  School  in  Pittsburgh,  under  the  pres¬ 
idency  of  Companion  William  C.  Wright,  has  merit¬ 
ed  the  highest  commendation.  The  work  is  ably 
taught  by  Companion  Winfield  S.  Bell,  District 
Deputy  Grand  High  Priest,  and  a  number  of  efficient 
and  able  Instructors.  Not  only  the  County  of  Al¬ 
legheny,  but  several  of  the  adjoining  Counties  derive 
benefit  from  this  important  Institution. 

In  Masonry  perfect  discipline  is  required,  not  only 
in  deeds,  but  in  words.  We  insist  upon  the  exact 
words  being  used,  in  recording  minutes  and  in  our 
ritualistic  work,  and  though  the  same  meaning  may 
be  inferred  from  the  use  of  other  words,  or  other 
phrases,  substitutes  or  synonymes  are  not  permissible. 

Pennsylvania  work  is  very  impressive,  explaining- 
in  the  simplest  possible  way  the  various  signs,  symbols 
and  allegories. 

It  has  a  vocabulary  of  its  own,  with  a  distinct  ref¬ 
erence  to  the  exact  meaning  of  the  words  used.  Its 
ritual  has  not  been  changed,  and  none  of  its  essentials 
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remodelled.  It  is  the  same  work,  which  was  trans- 
mitted  to  us,  when  Capitular  Masonry  was  introduced 
on  this  Continent;  and  no  matter  what  changes  have 
taken  place  in  other  localities,  we  have  retained,  not 
only  the  forms  and  ceremonies,  but  also  the  language 
in  its  simplicity,  constantly  guarding  the  appropriate 
expressions  from  innovations. 

Although  these  facts  are  known  to  the  thinking 
Royal  Arch  Masons  in  the  Jurisdiction,  there  are  a 
few  Chapters,  where  the  work  differs  materially  from 
that  which  has  been  authorized. 

This  can  be  attributed  to  an  imperfect  recollection 
of  what  has  been  taught,  some  imaginary  improve¬ 
ments  of  local  origin,  and  the  erroneous  idea,  that  each 
Grand  High  Priest  has  a  work  of  his  own. 

The  Grand  Chapter  demands  uniformity  of  work, 
and  that  the  language  of  our  Jurisdiction  be  used. 
In  other  words,  it  is  insisted,  that  the  mother  tongue 
be  spoken  around  the  firesides  of  our  Chapters. 

It  is  the  duty  of  every  High  Priest  to  see  that  this 
is  complied  with.  He  is  the  custodian  of  the  work 
of  his  Chapter,  and  must  see,  that  no  part  differs  from 
that  which  has  been  authorized.  He  should  also 
remember,  that  no  selfassumed  authority  has  the  right 
to  step  between  him  and  the  Grand  High  Priest,  or 
his  Representative. 

Every  High  Priest  must  remember,  that  the  honor, 
reputation  and  usefulness  of  his  Chapter  depend  upon 
his  ability  and  courage  in  doing  what  is  right. 
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New  Chapters. 

On  March  29th  I  constituted  Ezra  R.  A.  Chapter, 
No.  291,  at  South  Bethlehem,  and  on  Dec.  22nd  Slat- 
i  ngton  R.  A.  Chapter,  No.  292,  at  Slatington. 
These  Chapters  start  under  the  most  favorable  auspices, 
and  there  is  no  reason  why  they  should  not  be  most 
useful  constituents  to  this  Grand  Chapter. 

Electioneering. 

Of  late  years  electioneering  for  Masonic  stations 
has  degenerated  into  the  most  unmasonic  methods. 
Fitness  for  the  duties  of  office  is  repeatedly  disregarded, 
and  personal  friendship  or  even  consanguinity  has  at 
times  become  the  governing  qualification  of  the  win¬ 
ning  candidate. 

It  is  an  honorable  ambition  to  aspire  for  preferment 
in  Masonry;  but  when  the  aspirant  or  his  friends 
resort  to  methods,  which  by  their  unmasonic  character 
merit  the  condemnation  of  the  Craft,  it  becomes 
vicious,  and  a  badly  concealed  violation  of  the  funda¬ 
mental  teachings  of  Freemasonry. 

The  methods  of  the  practical  politician  should  find 
no  soil  in  Masonry,  in  which  to  grow  and  flourish. 
Wherever  these  poisonous  weeds  manifest  them¬ 
selves,  let  us  destroy  them,  that  they  may  never  again 
contaminate  the  purity  of  our  Fraternity. 

Conclusion. 

We  are  now  standing  upon  the  threshold  of  a  new 
Masonic  year,  and  know  what  has  been  achieved  in 
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the  past.  What  the  future  may  bring  forth,  is  shroud¬ 
ed  in  impenetrable  mystery.  Let  us  feel,  that  ignor¬ 
ance  of  the  future  is  kindly  given,  for  we  know,  that 
though  the  sun  is  setting,  it  will  rise  again,  and  though 
the  roses  fade,  the  bush  that  produced  them  will  soon 
bloom  again  as  beautifully  as  before. 

To  insure  continued  success  to  this  Grand  Chapter, 
it  behooves  every  Royal  Arch  Mason  to  see  that  the 
high  standard  of  Capitular  Masonry  is  maintained, 
that  its  aim  is  always  virtue,  integrity  and  morality, 
and  to  ever  use  the  best  and  noblest  impulses  of  human¬ 
ity  to  bring  out  what  is  great  and  good  in  man,  and 
working  in  full  sympathy  with  those  patriotic  senti¬ 
ments,  which  have  resulted  in  our  great  and  glorious 
Republic. 

The  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest  announced  the  follow¬ 
ing  appointments  for  the  present  Masonic  Year  begin- 
ing  this  day: 

District  Deputy  Grand  High  Priests. 

The  County  of  Philadelphia  will  be  under  the  M.  E. 
Grand  High  Priest,  Companion  Carl  A.  Sundstrom. 

1.  Companion  Charles  J.  Baker,  of  Phcenixville, 
for  the  Counties  of  Bucks  and  Montgomery  (except 
Chapter  No.  262),  and  Chapter  No.  198,  of  Chester 
County. 

2.  Companion  Wayne  J.  Pennell,  of  Berwyn,  for 
the  Counties  of  Chester  (except  Chapter  No.  198)  and 
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Delaware,  and  Chapter  No.  262,  of  Montgomery 
County. 

3.  Companion  John  B.  Sprenkel,  of  York,  for  the 
Counties  of  Adams,  Berks,  Lancaster,  Lebanon  and 
York. 

4.  Companion  Frederick  W.  Ulrich,  of  South 
Bethlehem,  for  the  Counties  of  Lehigh,  Monroe, 
Northampton  and  Pike. 

5.  Companion  David  J.  Davis,  of  Scranton,  for  the 
Counties  of  Lackawanna,  Susquehanna  and  Wayne, 
and  Chapter  No.  205,  of  Wyoming  County. 

6.  Companion  Henry  L.  Moore,  of  Wilkes-Barre, 
for  the  Counties  of  Luzerne  and  Sullivan,  and  Chap¬ 
ters  No.  161,  of  Bradford  County,  and  No.  172,  of 
Wyoming  County. 

7.  Companion  Peter  K.  Filbert,  of  Pottsville, 
for  the  Counties  of  Carbon  and  Schuylkill. 

8.  Companion  William  F.  Shay,  of  Watsontown, 
for  the  Counties  of  Columbia,  Mountour,  Northum¬ 
berland,  Snyder  and  Union. 

9.  Companion  Arthur  W.  Gillan,  of  Chambers- 
burg,  for  the  Counties  of  Cumberland,  Dauphin, 
Franklin,  Juniata  and  Perry. 

10  Companion  Martin  L.  Shaffner,  of  Hunting¬ 
don,  for  the  Counties  of  Bedford,  Blair,  Cambria,  Ful¬ 
ton,  Huntingdon  and  Mifflin. 

1 1  Companion  George  W.  Vernes,  of  Williams¬ 
port,  for  the  Counties  of  Centre,  Clinton  and  Lycoming, 
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and  Chapters  No.  194,  of  Tioga  County,  and  No.  261, 
of  Bradford  County. 

12.  William  K.  Reed,  of  Ridgway,  for  the  Counties 
of  Cameron,  Clearfield  and  Elk,  and  Chapter  No.  279,, 
of  McKean  County. 

13.  Companion  Lyman  M.  Finney,  of  Bradford, 
for  the  Counties  of  McKean  (except  Chapter  No. 
279,  at  Kane)  and  Potter,  and  Chapter  No.  265,  of 
Tioga  County. 

> 

14.  Companion  Porter  W.  Lowry,  of  Butler,  for 
the  Counties  of  Armstrong,  Butler,  'Clarion,  Indiana 
and  Jefferson. 

15.  Companion  Winfield  S.  Bell,  of  Pittsburgh, 
for  Chapter  No.  150,  of  Washington  County,  and 
Chapters  No.  162,  193,  257,  268,  280  and  285  of  Alle¬ 
gheny  County. 

16.  Companion  William  J.  Poschman,  of  Pitts¬ 
burgh,  for  Chapters  Nos.  217,  282,  286,  288  and  289, 
of  Allegheny  County. 

17.  Companion  John  A.  Armstrong,  of  Connells- 
ville,  for  the  Counties  of  Fayette,  Greene,  Somerset, 
Washington  (except  Chapter  No.  150,  at  Washington) 
and  Westmoreland. 

18.  Companion  Allan  W.  Urmson,  of  New  Castle, 
for  the  Counties  of  Beaver,  Lawrence  and  Mercer. 

19.  Companion  Peter  Barkey,  of  Erie,  for  the 
Counties  of  Crawford  and  Erie  (except  Chapter  No.  207 
of  Crawford  County). 
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20.  Companion  Charles  E.  Cooper,  of  Oil  City, 
for  the  Counties  of  Forest,  Venango  and  Warren,  and 
Chapter  No.  207,  of  Crawford  County. 

Grand  Chaplains. 

Comp.  Rev.  Benjamin  F.  Delo,  of  Clarion. 

Comp.  Rev.  Thompson  P.  Ege,  of  Oaks. 

Comp.  Rev.  William  B.  Chalfant,  D.D.,  of  Phila¬ 
delphia. 

Comp.  Rev.  Horace  F.  Fuller,  of  Philadelphia. 
Comp.  Rev.  Robert  C.  Bowling,  of  Kittanning. 
Comp.  Rev.  William  B.  Wood,  D.D.,  of  Philadelphia. 
Comp.  Rev.  Charles  H.  Bond,  of  Norwood. 

Comp.  Rev.  Clarence  H.  Woolston,  D.D.,  of  Phila¬ 
delphia. 

Grand  Captain  of  the  Host. 

Comp.  Samuel  Laughlin,  of  Chapter  No.  232. 

Grand  Principal  Sojourner. 

Comp.  J.  Waelder  McMullen,  of  Chapter  No.  175. 

Grand  Royal  Arch  Captain. 

Comp.  S.  E.  Burke  Kinsloe,  of  Chapter  No.  240. 

Grand  Master  of  Third  Vail. 

Comp.  Frank  W.  Martenis,  of  Chapter  No.  291. 

Grand  Master  of  Second  Vail . 

Comp.  David  Carlin,  of  Chapter  No.  286. 
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Grand  Master  of  First  Vail . 

Comp.  August  P.  Kunzig,  of  Chapter  No.  243. 

Grand  Marshal. 

Comp.  Charles  S.  Bair,  of  Chapter  No.  256. 

Senior  Grand  Master  of  Ceremonies. 

Comp.  John  Matthews,  of  Chapter  No.  250. 

Junior  Grand  Master  of  Ceremonies. 

Comp.  Joseph  E.  Quinby,  of  Chapter  No.  234. 

Grand  Pursuivant. 

Comp.  Francis  J.  Callahan,  of  Chapter  No.  251. 

Grand  Tyler. 

Comp.  John  H.  McNelly,  of  Chapter  No.  233. 

Grand  Trustees. 

Comp.  J.  Henry  Williams 
Comp.  Edward  Perry 
Comp.  Charles  Chipman 

Committee  on  Jurisprudence. 

M.  E.  Comp.  Hibbert  P.  John,  p.  G.  H.  p. 

M.  E.  Comp.  George  W.  Kendrick,  Jr.,  p.  G.  H.  p. 
M.  E.  Comp.  Edgar  A.  Tennis,  p.  g.  h.  p. 

M.  E.  Comp.  Ezra  S.  Bartlett,  p.  g.  h.  p. 

M.  E.  Comp.  Michael  W.  Jacobs,  p.  g.  h.  p. 

M.  E.  Comp.  Edward  B.  Spencer,  p.  g.  h.  p. 
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M.  E.  Comp.  H.  Oscar  Kline,  p.  g.  h.  p. 

M.  E.  Comp.  J.  Henry  Williams,  P.  G.  h.  p. 

M.  E.  Comp.  William  B.  Meredith,  p.  G.  H.  P., 

In  conjunction  with  the  Most  Excellent  Grand  High 
Priest. 

Committee  on  Appeals. 

M.  E.  Comp.  Michael  W.  Jacobs,  p.  G.  H.  p. 

M.  E.  Comp.  J.  Henry  Williams,  P.  G.  h.  p. 

Comp.  George  W.  Hall. 

Comp.  Adam  H.  Schmehl. 

Comp.  Samuel  K.  Louchheim. 

Committee  on  Finance. 

M.  E.  Comp.  Ezra  S.  Bartlett,  p.  G.  H.  p. 

Comp.  M.  Richards  Muckle, 

Comp.  William  M.  Donaldson. 

Comp.  John  A.  Perry. 

Comp.  Daniel  Baird. 

Committee  on  By-Laws. 

Comp.  Daniel  W.  Hutchin, 

Comp.  A.  Howard  Thomas, 

Comp.  Henry  W.  Smith, 

Comp.  William  A.  Rhoads. 

Comp.  E.  Marshall  Harvey. 

Committee  on  Correspondence. 

M.  E.  Comp.  William  B.  Meredith,  p.  G.  H.  p. 
Comp.  Stockton  Bates, 

Comp.  John  M.  Core, 

Comp.  James  W.  Hughes, 

Comp.  George  Hale. 
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Committee  on  Charity. 

Comp.  John  E.  Poore, 

Comp.  Samuel  Diemer, 

Comp.  Joseph  H.  Brown, 

Comp.  George  C.  Johnstone, 

Comp.  J.  Henry  Lape. 

Committee  on  Printing  and  Publishing. 

Comp.  Louis  M.  Wagner, 

Comp.  James  W.  R.  Washington, 

Comp.  Alexander  McCune, 

Comp.  Frank  E.  Townsend, 

Comp.  Murray  Gorgas. 

Companion  Stockton  Bates  was  appointed  Assist¬ 
ant  Grand  Secretary,  which  appointment  was  approved 
by  Grand  Chapter. 

At  the  request  of  the  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest, 
Companion  Stockton  Bates,  Assistant  Grand  Sec¬ 
retary,  delivered  the  following  eulogy  on  M.  E.  Com¬ 
panion  Alexander  H.  Morgan,  Past  Grand  High 
Priest  of  the  Grand  Holy  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  Penn¬ 
sylvania. 

Alexander  H.  Morgan  was  born  in  the  old  city 
of  Philadelphia,  on  the  sixth  day  of  November,  eighty- 
eight  years  ago. 

As  a  youth,  he  was  precocious  and  high-spirited. 
When  about  ten  years  of  age,  for  some  real  or  fancied 
misdemeanor  in  school,  he  was  threatened  with  pun¬ 
ishment,  to  escape  which,  he  incontinently  left  the 
building  and  returned  to  his  home.  His  mother 
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having  been  notified  of  her  son’s  delinquency,  took 
him  with  her  the  next  day  and  proceeded  toward  the 
school-house.  He  watched  his  opportunity  to  take 
advantage  of  some  of  the  tortuous  alleys  leading  off 
from  Second  street  and  at  length  broke  away  from  his 
mother  and  escaped  through  a  passage  way  leading 
into  Market  street,  never  to  reenter  a  school  again 
as  a  pupil. 

Even  at  that  young  age  he  was  possessed  of  a  spirit 
of  independence  and  a  rugged  determination  to  sub¬ 
mit  to  no  indignity;  and  this  spirit  served  him  through 
life  and  made  him  the  victor  in  many  hard  fought 
battles. 

When  recounting  this  early  incident  he  made  it 
plain  to  his  listeners  that  it  was  not  fear  of  punishment 
but  resentment  at  the  humiliation  involved  in  a  thrash¬ 
ing  which  aroused  the  spirit  of  rebellion  in  his  young 
heart.  He  was  a  manly  boy  and  he  grew  to  be  a 
manly  man. 

Very  soon  he  realized  the  need  of  an  education  and 
bravely  set  to  work  to  supply  his  deficiencies.  De¬ 
prived  as  he  was  of  the  usual  facilities  offered  by  the 
public  schools  of  the  day,  owing  to  the  necessity  of 
earning  for  himself  a  livelihood,  which  condition  he  had 
himself  precipitated,  he  began  a  course  of  severe  and 
omniverous  reading.  He  selected  the  best  books  and 
aided  by  a  most  retentive  memory  made  their  contents 
his  most  valuable  possession. 

As  a  means  of  earning  a  livelihood  he  selected  the 
business  of  engineering  and  began  his  career  with  the 
Norris  Locomotive  works.  He  very  soon  became  a 
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proficient  and  thorough  workman  attracting  the  at¬ 
tention  of  his  employers,  who  found  it  convenient  to 
assign  him  to  work  that  others  of  greater  age  and  more 
experience  had  failed  to  accomplish. 

When  about  twenty  one  years  of  age,  after  Cuba, 
in  the  year  1842,  had  started  on  a  period  of  commercial 
development,  Morgan  took  up  his  abode  there  and 
practiced  his  profession  of  engineering  in  the  building 
of  railroads  and  the  erection  and  operation  of  the 
machinery  for  sugar  plantations. 

During  the  twenty  five  years  of  his  stay  in  Cuba, 
he  studied  and  acquired  the  Spanish  language  at  the 
same  time  pursuing  his  course  of  readings  along  the 
lines  which  ultimately  served  him  in  such  good  stead, 
when  his  entrance  into  Freemasonry  stimulated  his 
zeal  and  fired  his  imagination. 

It  was  Companion  Morgan’s  custom  to  spend  the 
summers  away  from  Cuba  and  in  or  near  his  native 
city  of  Philadelphia.  He  thus  kept  in  touch  with  the 
movement  of  affairs  at  home.  In  the  year  1859,  just 
prior  to  returning  to  Cuba,  he  petitioned  for  the  de¬ 
grees  and  membership  in  Montgomery  Lodge,  No.  19, 
Free  and  Accepted  Masons. 

Because  of  the  necessity  of  his  early  departure  for 
the  Island  the  Right  Worshipful  Grand  Master  Henry 
M.  Phillips  granted  a  dispensation  permitting  the 
three  degrees  of  E.A.,  F.C.  and  M.M.  to  be  conferred 
upon  him  on  the  evening  of  September  1,  1859,  prior 
to  his  election  to  membership  in  the  Lodge.  Sub¬ 
sequently,  on  October  6  of  the  same  year,  he  was 
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elected  to  membership.  His  petition  gives  his  age  as 
37  years,  his  occupation  that  of  an  engineer  and  his 
residence  916  N.  Eleventh  Street,  Philadelphia. 

In  1866,  Comp.  Morgan  returned  from  Cuba, 
settled  down  in  Philadelphia  and  shortly  thereafter 
began  that  active  participation  in  Masonic  affairs 
which  ended  only  with  the  failure  of  his  physical 
powers  near  the  close  of  a  long,  an  active  and  an  event¬ 
ful  life. 

He  served  his  Lodge  as  Junior  Warden  in  1875, 
Senior  Warden  in  1876  and  Worshipful  Master  in 
1877. 

Upon  his  retirement  from  the  Oriental  Chair  he 
was  elected  Representative  to  the  R.  W.  Grand  Lodge 
and  was  successively  re-elected  for  a  period  of  nearly 
thirty  years. 

It  seems  but  natural  that  to  such  a  one  should  have 
fallen  the  lot  of  preparing  the  history  of  Montgomery 
Lodge,  No.  19,  on  the  occasion  of  the  celebration  of 
its  Centennial  Anniversary,  January  5,  1887.  This 
was  a  very  pains-taking,  elaborate  and  successful  work 
which  at  once  commanded  the  attention  of  the  Craft. 

Comp.  Morgan’s  career  in  Capitular  Masonry  began 
with  his  petition  for  the  degrees  and  membership  to 
Columbia  R.  A.  Chapter,  No.  91,  in  June  1874. 

On  September  16,  1874,  he  received  the  Honorary 
Degree  of  Mark  Master  Mason  and  on  the  same 
evening  was  Received  and  Accepted  a  Most  Excel¬ 
lent  Master  Mason. 

On  October  21,  1874,  he  was  exalted  to  the  Supreme 
Degree  of  a  Royal  Arch  Mason. 
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He  was  elected  Scribe  in  1876,  King  in  1877,  and 
High  Priest  in  1878. 

Pursuing  his  Masonic  course,  he  received  the  degree 
of  Royal  and  Select  Master  in  Philadelphia  Council, 
No.  11,  March  14,  1888,  and  the  degree  of  Super 
Excellent  Master  April  10,  1896. 

He  was  made  a  Knight  Templar,  a  Knight  of  the 
Red  Cross  and  a  Knight  of  Malta  in  Kadosh  Command- 
ery,  No.  29  K.  T.,  February  24,  1887. 

Here  Comp.  Morgan’s  Masonic  affiliations  end  but 
not  so  his  Masonic  activities. 

He  served  Grand  Lodge  on  the  Committee  on  By- 
Laws  and  was  a  Trustee  of  the  Stephen  Girard  Be¬ 
quest. 

In  the  Grand  Chapter,  he  was  Grand  Master  of  the 
Second  Vail,  a  member  of  the  Committee  on  Corres¬ 
pondence  and  served  as  Grand  Scribe  in  1887 — 1888, 
Grand  King  in  1889 — -1890  and  as  M.  E.  Grand  High 
Priest  in  1891—1892. 

In  1894  he  was  appointed  to  the  position  of  Chair¬ 
man  of  the  Committee  on  Appeals  and  held  it  at  the 
time  of  his  death. 

He  was  Representative  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of 
Maryland  and  later  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  California 
in  which  capacity  he  served  at  the  time  of  his  death. 

While  it  seems  necessary,  in  a  paper  of  this  character, 
that  the  dry  statistics  of  a  Masonic  career  should  form 
an  important  feature,  yet  how  lovingly  we  turn  from 
these  to  our  memory  of  the  man. 

Companion  Alexander  H.  Morgan  was  a  man  and 
a  brother.  He  was  of  goodly  proportions.  He  was 
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a  lovable  and  companionable  man.  His  social  side 
attracted  Companions  and  made  friends  and  these 
friends  he  loved  to  gather  about  him.  Upon  the  altar 
of  friendship  he  loved  to  burn  incense  and  pour  liba- 
tions. 

One  could  hear  him  say  with  Epictetus — “Man, 
be  not  unthankful  for  these  things,  nor  yet  unmindful 
of  better  things.  For  seeing  and  hearing,  and,  by 
Zeus,  for  life  itself,  and  the  things  that  work  together 
to  maintain  it,  for  dried  fruits,  for  wine,  for  oil,  do  thou 
give  thanks  to  God.  But  remember  that  He  hath 
given  thee  another  thing  which  is  better  than  all  these 
— that,  namely,  which  uses  them,  which  approves  them, 
which  taketh  account  of  the  worth  of  each.” 

For  nothwithstanding  his  gregariousness  he  was 
studious  and  thoughtful.  Freemasonry  inspired  him. 
It  was  something  that  claimed  his  attention  and  upon 
which  he  could  concentrate  his  thoughts.  His  exten¬ 
sive  reading  in  the  lore  of  the  ancients,  his  study  of 
architecture,  yea,  his  very  profession  itself  filled  him 
with  knowledge  that  made  his  study  of  Freemasonry  a 
labor  of  love. 

The  mandate  to  dispense  Masonic  light  and  know¬ 
ledge  fell  on  willing  ears.  Freely  he  had  received  and 
freely  he  gave  of  this  knowledge  through  the  medium 
of  his  lectures  on  Masonic  subjects. 

So  great  was  the  demand  for  these  lectures  that  they 
were  subsequently  gathered  together  in  book  form 
under  the  title  of  Lessons  Taught  in  Freemasonry, 
which,  enlarged  and  illustrated,  reached  a  third  edition. 

The  well  worn  phrase  “A  good  man  and  a  good 
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Mason”  can,  with  eminent  fitness,  be  used  to  epito¬ 
mize  Companion  Morgan’s  character.  In  addition 
to  being  an  active  Mason  he  was  a  public-spirited 
citizen.  When  a  resident  of  the  fifteenth  ward,  during 
the  reform  movement  which  was  guided  by  the  original 
Committee  of  One  hundred,  he  took  a  prominent  part 
in  the  politics  of  that  day.  He  was  nominated  for  the 
Legislature  of  Pennsylvania  from  the  fifteenth  dis¬ 
trict,  was  elected  to  that  body  and  served  the  term  for 
which  he  was  elected.  With  all  his  might  he  aided  in 
the  repeal  of  the  so-called  “  Recorder’s  Bill.”  Of  this 
service,  Companion  Jas.  W.  R.  Washington,  in  an 
admirable  paper  on  the  life  and  services  of  the  subject 
of  this  eulogy,  says — 

‘'Brother  Morgan’s  short  career  in  the  Legislature 
was  marked  by  his  straight  and  unswerving  devotion 
to  what  he  considered  to  be  the  true  interests  of  his 
constituents.  He  was  fearless,  asking  no  favors,  not 
hankering  after  public  office  for  the  purpose  of  hold¬ 
ing  it,  and  discharging  the  duties  incumbent  upon  him 
with  fidelity  and  an  energy  born  of  the  desire  to  merit 
their  approval.” 

And  now  we  lay  the  tribute  of  this  memorial  on  the 
altar  of  Freemasonry,  fondly  recalling  our  departed 
Companion’s  virtues  and  sorrowing  with  a  great  sorrow 
because  we  can  no  longer  have  him  with  us.  As  for 
him  he  could  exclaim  with  Horace — “I  have  raised  up 
a  memorial  more  lasting  than  brass.” 

The  Committee  appointed  to  revise  and  amend  the 
Constitution  made  the  following  report;  and  the  Reso- 
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lutions  attached  thereto  were  adopted: — 

December  27,  1909. 

To  The  Most  Excellent  Grand  High  Priest ,  Officers  and  Members  of 
The  Grand  Holy  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  Pennsylvania. 

Companions: — The  Committee  appointed  to  revise  and  amend  the  Consti¬ 
tution  beg  leave  to  offer  the  following  resolutions: — 

Resolved: — that  the  Constitution  as  amended  and  revised  adopted  at  the 
Quarterly  Communication  held  December  2,  1909,  shall  take  effect  and  go 
into  operation  on  St.  John  the  Evangelist’s  day,  December  27,  1909. 

Resolved: — that  the  Committee  on  Revision  be  continued,  with  power  to 
draft  the  necessary  Forms,  Ceremonials  etc.,  in  accordance  with  the  revised 
Constitution. 

Resolved: — that  the  Grand  Secretary  be  and  he  is  hereby  directed  to  pre¬ 
pare  a  Form  of  Minutes,  in  accordance  with  the  revised  Constitution. 

Resolved: — that  the  Grand  Secretary  be  and  he  is  hereby  directed  to  send 
in  pamphlet  form,  four  (4)  copies  of  the  revised  Constitution  to  each  Chapter 
in  this  Jurisdiction,  with  instructions  to  such  Chapters  to  substitute  the 
revised  form  for  the  Constitutions  they  now  have  until  such  time  as  bound 
copies  in  full  shall  be  sent  them,  when  the  Constitutions  they  now  have  shall 
be  returned  to  him. 

Fraternally  submitted, 

William  B.  Meredith, 

Carl  A.  Sundstrom, 

A.  G.  Criswell  Smith, 

Hibbert  P.  John, 

J.  Henry  Williams, 

William  L.  Gorgas, 

Charles  Cary, 

John  C.  Wallace. 

Committee. 


A  Communication  was  received  from  the  Grand 
Chapter  of  New  Hampshire,  announcing  the  death  of 
a  distinguished  Companion  as  follows: — 

M.  E.  Companion  Frank  Dana  Woodbury,  Grand 
Secretary  of  the  Grand  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  New 
Hampshire.  Died  November  19,  1909. 
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Missives  were  received  from  Grand  Chapters  as 
follows : — 

From  M.  E.  Companion  Franklin  R.  Redlon, 
Grand  High  Priest  of  the  Grand  R.  A.  Chapter  of 
Maine,  appointing  Companion  Alexander  McCune, 

as  Representative  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Maine,  near 
this  Grand  Chapter. 

On  motion  Companion  Alexander  McCune  was 
received  and  acknowledged  as  such  Representative. 

From  M.  E.  Companion  John  R.  Griggs,  Grand 
High  Priest  of  the  Grand  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  North 
Carolina,  appointing  Companion  A.  G.  Criswell 
Smith,  as  Representative  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of 
North  Carolina,  near  this  Grand  Chapter. 

On  motion  Companion  A.  G.  Criswell  Smith  was 
received  and  acknowledged  as  such  Representative. 

M.  E.  Companion  A.  Henry  Berlin,  Grand  High 
Priest  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Delaware,  responded 
in  a  very  pleasing  manner  to  the  invitation  of  the  M. 
E.  Grand  High  Priest,  and  was  listened  to  with  great 
attention  by  the  Companions. 

The  following  telegram  was  received  and  read: 

Hagerstown,  Md.,  Dec.  27,  1909. 

Carl  A.  Sundstrom, 

Grand  High  Priest,  Masonic  Temple,  Philadelphia. 

Maryland  sends  greeting  to  her  Capitular  Masonic  parent  in  convoca¬ 
tion. 

W.  B.  King, 

Grand  High  Priest. 
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M.  E.  Companion  J.  H.  Miller  Grand  Secretary 
of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Maryland,  being  present,  was 
invited  to  address  Grand  Chapter  which  he  did  in  a 
most  hearty  and  cordial  spirit. 

The  Grand  Chapter  was  closed  in  Peace  at  eight 
o’clock  and  forty  five  minutes,  P.  M. 

Charles  Cary, 

Grand  Secretary . 
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PAST  GRAND  HIGH  PRIESTS 

OF 

The  Grand  Holy  Royal  Arch  Chapter 

of  Pennsylvania. 


1795, 

1796—1797, 

1798—1802, 

1802—1805, 

1806—1813, 

1814, 

1815, 
1816—1817, 
1818—1821, 
1822—1823, 
1824—1825. 

1826, 

1827. 

1828, 
1829—1831, 
1832— 1833, 


William  Ball.! 

William  Moore  Smith. f 
Jonathan  Bayard  Smith. f 
Israel  Israel. f 
James  Milnor.J 
Richard  Tybout.J 
Samuel  F.  B radford. f 
Walter  Kerr.J 
Bayse  Newcomb. | 

Josiah  Rand  all.  f 
Michael  Nisbet.J 
John  Steele,  Jr.J 
Tristram  B.  Freeman. f 
Joseph  S.  Riley. f 
John  M.  Read.J 
Samuel  H.  Perkins. f 


1834,  Enos  S.  Gandy. f 

1835,  John  Y.  Black. J 
1836—1840,  Joseph  R.  Chandler. f 
1841 — 1842,  Alexander  Dimond.J 
1843 — 1844,  William  Whitney. f 
1845 — 1846,  William  Barger. t 

1847,  John  McGrath. f 

1848,  John  J.  Krider.J 

1849,  James  Simpson. f 
1850 — 1851,  David  C.  Skerrett.J 
1852 — 1853,  Edward  P.  Lescure.J 

1854,  Anthony  Bournonville  f 

t  Deceased. 


% 
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1855—1856 

1857 

1858—1859 

1860 

1861 

1862—1863 

1864— 1865 
1866—1867 

1865—  1869 
1870—1871 
1874—1875 

1876 

1877—1878 

1879—1880 

1881—1882 

1883—1884 

1885—1886 

1887—1888 

1889—1890 

1891—1892 

1893—1894 

1895—1896 

1897—1898 

1899—1900 

1901—1902 

1903—1904 

1905—1906 

1907—1908 

1909 


Harman  Baugh. t 
John  C.  Smith. J 
Daniel  Thompson.! 
Benjamin  Parke. f 
Harman  Yerkes.J 
Jeremiah  L.  Hutchinson. f 
George  W.  Wood.! 

Samuel  C.  Perkins. f 
George  Griscom.J 
Michael  Nisbet.J 
Andrew  Robeno,  Jr.J 
George  E.  Wagner. f 
Alfred  R.  Potter. f 
William  C.  Hamilton.! 
Hibbert  P.  John. 
Augustus  R.  Hall.! 
George  W.  Kendrick,  Jr. 
Matthias  H.  Henderson.! 
James  S.  Barber.! 
Alexander  H.  Morgan.! 
Edgar  A.  Tennis. 

Ezra  S.  Bartlett. 

Richard  M.  Johnson.! 
Michael  W.  Jacobs. 
Edward  B.  Spencer. 

H.  Oscar  Kline. 

J.  Henry  Williams. 
William  B.  Meredith. 
Carl  A.  Sundstrom. 


JDeceased. 
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ALEXANDER  H.  MORGAN 

Past  Grand  High  Priest  of 
The  Grand  Holy  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of 
Pennsylvania 

Born  November  6,  1821 
Died  October  24,  1909 

“So  live,  that,  when  thy  summons  comes  to  join 
The  innumerable  caravan,  that  moves 
To  that  mysterious  realm,  where  each  shall  take 
His  chamber  in  the  silent  halls  of  death, 

Thou  go  not,  like  the  quarry  slave  at  night, 
Scourged  to  his  dungeon;  but  sustained  and  soothed 
By  an  unfaltering  trust,  approach  thy  grave, 

Like  one  that  draws  the  drapery  of  his  couch 
About  him,  and  lies  down  to  pleasant  dreams.” 
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April 

12. 

1909 
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Dec. 

5, 
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Sep. 

21, 
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JACOB  A.  ROHRER .  “ 

ii 
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May  21, 
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EDWARD  KAYE . . .  “ 

ii 
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Aug. 

23, 
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JOHN  B.  BARBER .  “ 
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170 
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17, 
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WILLIAM  VANCE . 

ii 
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Oct. 

22, 
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DAVID  S.  CRAVEN .  “ 

ii 
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Dec. 

2, 
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HENRY  A.  WELDY .  “ 

ii 

177 

Oct. 

22, 

1909 

JOHN  LANING  . . .  “ 

i  i 

182 

Sep. 

27, 
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SAMUEL  J.  TONKIN .  “ 

ii 

182 

Mar. 

3, 

1909 

EZRA  H.  RIPPLE... . 

ii 

185 

Nov. 

19, 
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WILLIAM  S.  HUBER  . 

i  i 

197 

May  25, 
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DANIEL  F.  MOORE . 

ii 

198 

Jan. 

9, 

1909 

JOHN  A.  VANDERSLICE  “ 

i  • 

198 

July 

1, 

1909 

WILLIAM  H.  S.  MILLER  “ 

ii 

203 

April  26, 

1909 

JOHN  C.  NAGLE .  “ 

ii 

203 

May  28, 

1909 

JOSEPH  McCRUM  . 

ii 

207 

Feb. 

3, 

1909 

WILLIAM  W.  SI  MR  ELL.. 

i  i 

210 

Jan. 

5, 

1909 

ALBERT  L.  LAUBENSTBIN  “ 

ii 

219 

Mar.  28, 

1909 
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CHARLES  M.  SOLADAY 

44  U 

220 

Aug.  14, 

1909 

WILLIAM  T.  CORSON... 

a  a 

222 

Mar.  16, 
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u  a 

222 

April  26, 

1909 

I  MATTHIAS  COATS . 

a  a 

226 

} 
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a  u 

226 

} 
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233 

May  25, 
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I  STEPHEN  M.  APPLETON 

a  a 

234 

July  30, 
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I  CALEB  C.  THOMPSON.. 

235 

Mar.  5, 
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I  ROBERT  HEPBURN  . 

u  u 

241 

Jan.  22, 

1909 

1  JAMES  L.  LYLE . 

a  u 

243 

Aug.  8, 

1909 

|  ARTHUR  A.  MUTH . 
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Sep.  1, 

1909 
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247 

May  29, 
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248 

Feb.  23, 

1909 
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y 
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4  4  4  4 
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Aug.  11, 

1909 

AUGUSTUS  WEBER . 

252 

Feb.  7, 

1909 

HENRY  S.  LOCKART..... 
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ISAAC  A.  CLEAVER . 
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Joseph  t.  McClellan 
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CHARLES  A.  STEBBINS 
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JAMES  W.  BROWN . 
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268 

Oct.  23, 

1909 

GEORGE  A.  JENKS . 
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CHARLES  A.  SMITH . 
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I  JOHN  B.  DAVIS  . 

4  4  4  4 
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Feb.  17, 
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REPORT 

OF  THE 

Committee  on  Correspondence 


The  Committee  on  Correspondence  herewith  sub¬ 
mit  their  report  for  the  Masonic  Year  ending  December 
27,  1909. 

Following  a  long  established  Custom  the  work  of 
review  was  divided  among  the  Committee,  and  the 
reports  of  the  Grand  Chapters  distributed  as  follows: 


Alabama, 

Arizona, 

Arkansas, 

California,  . 

Canada, 

Colorado, 

Connecticut  . 
Delaware, 

District  of  Columbia 
England  and  Wales 

Florida, 

General  Grand  Chapter 
Georgia, 

Illinois, 

Indiana, 

Iowa, 

Ireland, 

Kansas, 

Kentucky,  . 

Louisiana, 


•  ►  WillianYB.  Meredith,  P.  G.  H.  P. 


►  Stockton  Bates 
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Maine, 
Maryland,  . 
Massachusetts, 
Michigan, 

M  innesota,  . 

Mississippi,  . 

Missouri 

Montana, 

Nebraska, 

Nevada, 

New  Brunswick 

New  Hampshire 
New  Jersey  . 
New  Mexico, 
New  York 
North  Carolina 
North  Dakota, 
Nova  Scotia, 
Ohio, 

Oklahoma,  . 
Oregon, 

Quebec, 

Rhode  Island, 
Scotland, 

South  Carolina, 
South  Dakota, 
Tennessee,  . 
Texas, 

Vermont, 
Victoria, 
Virginia, 
Washington, 
West  Virginia, 
Wisconsin,  . 


►  Robert  E.  Umbel 


•  James  W.  Hughes. 


►  George  Hale. 


The  Committee  on  Correspondence  named  Decem¬ 
ber  27th,  1908,  included  two  new  names.  Comp. 
Stockton  Bates,  a  former  member  who  was  able  and 
efficient,  and  entirely  familiar  with  the  work,  the  other 
the  writer,  a  novice  at  such  work.  It  has  been  my 
pleasure  to  read  with  more  than  ordinary  interest  the 
Annual  Report  of  our  Committee  on  Correspondence 
and  also  a  number  of  those  of  other  Juridsictions,  but 
never  for  the  purpose  of  review,  hence  I  did  not  un¬ 
derstand  or  appreciate  the  work  necessary  for  such 
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review  and  delayed  until  too  late,  I  must  therefore  ask 
the  indulgence  of  my  Companions.  What  has  been 
said  is  certainly  for  the  purpose  of  furthering  the  best 
interest  of  Capitular  Masonry. 

The  chairman  is  necessarily  placed  in  an  embarrassing 
position  having  as  his  predecessors  such  profound 
Masonic  students  as  the  lamented  M.  E.  Companion 
Matthias  H.  Henderson,  and.  the  learned  M.  E. 
Companion  J.  Henry  Williams,  Past  Grand  High 
Priests. 

William  B.  Meredith. 

December,  27  1909. 


ALABAMA. 

Two  meetings  of  the  Grand  Royal  Arch  Chapter 
of  Alabama  were  held  during  the  year. 

A  Special  Convocation  of  the  Most  Excellent  Grand 
Royal  Arch  Chapter  was  held  in  the  hall  of  Mineral 
City  Chapter  No.  101  at  Birmingham  on  January  23, 
1908,  the  purpose  being  the  installation  of  R.  E. 
Companion  William  E.  Bingham  as  Grand  Scribe. 
The  Grand  Chapter  was  opened  in  Ample  Form  by 
M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest  Comp.  Lew  Lazarus,  who  was 
the  only  regular  Grand  Officer  present.  No  other 
business  than  the  installation  was  transacted. 

The  Annual  Convocation  of  the  Most  Excellent 
Grand  Royal  Arch  Chapter  was  held  at  the  Masonic 
Temple  in  the  City  of  Montgomery  on  November 
30th,  and  December  1st,  1908. 

It  is  most  creditable  that  all  Elective  Officers  and  all 
except  one  of  the  Appointed  Officers  were  present, 
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also  five  Past  Grand  High  Priests  and  the  Representa¬ 
tives  of  fifty  six  Subordinate  Chapters,  it  certainly 
indicates  great  interest  in  Capitular  Masonry. 

The  address  of  the  Grand  High  Priest  is  an  admirable 
Masonic  paper;  while  it  necessarily  refers  to  the  doings 
of  his  own  Grand  Chapter,  yet  it  contains  many  things 
which  would  be  of  great  interest  and  good  for  all 
Grand  Chapters,  and  I  ask  pardon  for  quoting  the 
following. 

“Let  us  leave  behind  us  the  old  year  with  its  trials  and  privations,  its 
panics  and  its  hard  times.  Let  us  pray  that  the  new  year  now  before  us, 
may  bring  us  joy  and  happiness,  health  and  strength,  to  carry  forward  with 
renewed  energy  the  noble  work  started  so  many  many  years  ago.  May  we 
progress  in  all  those  things  which  are  good  and  elevating,  those  things  which 
make  us  better  men  and  better  Masons.  Thus  and  thus  alone  will  we  not 
only  improve  ourselves  but  will  show  the  world  at  large  that  ours  is  an  Order 
of  practice  as  well  as  teachings,  an  Order  which  makes  its  members  honest 
and  upright,  God-fearing  and  clean  in  their  every  walk  of  life.” 

His  official  visits  were  few  but  from  the  spirit  which 
pervades  his  address,  feel  confidant  that  there  were 
good  reasons  which  prevented. 

Numerous  Dispensations  were  granted  to  elect 
Officers,  in  two  instances  the  Officers  had  removed  from 
the  Jurisdiction,  which  must  be  regarded  as  a  necessity, 
in  the  other  cases  the  Chapters  failed  to  elect  at  the 
prescribed  time.  A  suggestion — might  it  not  be  advis¬ 
able  to  follow  the  Custom  of  Pennsylvania  — allow 
the  old  Officers  to  hold  over,  as  a  reminder  to  the 
Chapters-  of  a  bounden  duty. 

Nine  Dispensations  were  granted  to  confer  degrees 
out  of  the  Statutory  time.  We  most  heartily  indorse 
the  language  of  P.  G.  H.  P.  M.  E.  Comp.  J.  Henry 
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Williams  on  this  subject  in  a  review  of  the  same  Jur- 
isdiction  last  year,  yet-  when  a  Grand  High  Priest  uses 
the  following  words/ 'For  good  and" satisfactory  reasons 
I  have  issued  Dispensations  etc”,  we  take  it  for  granted 
he  means  just  what  he  says  and  we  should  not  com¬ 
plain  too  severely  of  the  use  of  a  doubtful  prerogative. 

Dispensations  were  issued  for  the  organization  of 
five  New  Chapters,  and  two  Chapters  reorganized, 
while  the  membership  has  increased  considerably. 

The  financial  affairs  of  the  Grand  Chapter  are  in  a 
healthy  condition. 

Very  few  decisions  were  made,  all  except  one  were 
approved  by  the  Committee  on  Jurisprudence,  and 
are  certainly  good  Masonic  law. 

The  work  of  the  Jurisdiction  in  the  Most  Excellent 
Master  Masons  and  Royal  Arch  Masons  Degrees 
was  exemplified  and  conferred,  thus  it  seems  that 
other  Jurisdictions  are  striving  for  uniformity  in  the 
work.  This  is  a  duty  that  every  Grand  Chapter  owes 
its  subordinate  Chapters,  and  it  should  be  continued 
until  every  Subordinate  Chapter  is  able  to  do  the  work 
as  required  by  its  Grand  Chapter. 

The  venerable  and  loved  Companion  William  Yates 
Titcomb,  who  has  passed  the  allotted  years  of  man,  has 
again  written  the  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Corres¬ 
pondence,  as  usual  it  is  an  able  report,  wonderful  it 
may  be  termed,  when  we  consider  that  he  is  now  in  his 
eighty  third  year,  yet  he  still  retains  a  strong  and  vigor¬ 
ous  mentality  and  may  God  in  His  infinite  mercy  spare 
his  life  for  many  years  to  come,  and  as  his  years  in- 
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crease  may  his  benefits  to  Capitular  Masonry  grow 
greater.  He  devotes  five  pages  to  Pennsylvania 
reviewing  our  proceedings  in  a  fraternal  manner, 
quotes  favorably  a  number  of  Decisions  of  the  writer 
as  Grand  High  Priest  and  speaks  in  kindly  terms  of 
other  Official  acts. 

The  question  of  “  Physical  perfection”  will  bob  up. 
We  are  not  prepared  to  admit  that  there  are  two  sides  to 
this  question,  and  believe  the  “  Ancient  Usages,  Cus¬ 
toms  and  Landmarks”  unquestionably  sustain  Penn¬ 
sylvania’s  position  on  this  subject  and  that  the  time  will 
come  when  our  position  will  be  universally  accepted. 

We  regret  to  say  that  the  Representative  of  the 
Grand  Chapter  of  “Alabama”  near  this  Grand  Chap¬ 
ter,  Comp.  Walter  D.  Clark,  has  been  very  ill  for  several 
years,  which  will  account  for  his  absence  from  the 
meetings  of  our  Grand  Chapters. 

Pennsylvania’s  Representative  near  the  Grand  Chap¬ 
ters  of  Alabama  was  not  present  at  the  Annual  Con¬ 
vocation. 

The  first  page  of  the  proceedings  contains  a  portrait 
of  the  Grand  High  Priest  M.  E.  Comp.  Lew  Lazarus 
followed  by  a  sketch  of  his  life,  particularly  his  Masonic 
career,  the  pages  following  contain  portraits  of  Past 
Grand  High  Priests  M.  E.  Comps.  Josiah  Jeringan  and 
John  Gideon  Harris,  who  died  during  the  year. 

The  following  Grand  Officers  were  elected  and  instal¬ 
led:  Robert  W.  Southerland,  M.  E.  Grand  High 
Priest.  George  A.  Beauchamp,  R.  E.  Grand  Secretary. 

W.  B.  M/ 
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ARIZONA. 

• 

The  Nineteenth  Annual  Convocation  of  the  Grand 
Chapter  of  Arizona  was  held  at  the  Masonic  Temple 
in  the  City  of  Tucson  on  Wednesday,  November  18th, 
A.  D.  1908,  at  two  o’clock  P.  M. 

M.  E.  Comp.  Francis  Marion  Zuck,  Grand  High 
Priest  presiding;  the  Grand  King,  Grand  Scribe, 
Grand  Treasurer  and  several  of  the  appointed  Grand 
Officers  were  absent.  Representatives  of  five  of  the 
seven  regularly  constituted  Chapters,  seven  Past 
Grand  High  Priests,  and  a  large  number  of  Past  High 
‘Priests  were  in  attendance. 

In  list  of  Representatives  of  other  Grand  Jurisdict¬ 
ions  present  Pennsylvania  Representative  is  not  re¬ 
corded. 

The  Grand  High  Priest’s  address  is  short  but  business 
like  and  is  confined  to  the  affairs  of  his  Grand  Chapter. 
He  refers  to  the  place  of  meeting  as  follows: 

“That  we  are  permitted  on  this  the  Nineteenth  Anniversary  of  our  Grand 
Chapter  to  assemble  in  this  beautiful  Temple  and  elegant  Lodge  room,  the 
first  erected  in  our  Territory  by  our  Brethren,  to  be  devoted  to  the  sole  use 
and  benefit  of  Masonry,  is  a  matter  for  sincere  congratulation  and  due  com¬ 
mendation  for  the  successful  efforts  of  our  Brethren  and  Companions  of 
Aztlan  Lodge  No.  1,  should  be  most  heartily  rendered  by  our  Brethren  at 
large.” 

We  extend  our  congratulations  to  the  Members 
of  Aztlan  Lodge,  No.  1,  for  their  energy  and  devotion 
to  Masonry  and  hope  that  others  may  soon  follow  their 
example. 

A  Dispensation  was  issued  for  the  ‘ 'institution ” 
of  a  new  Chapter. 
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The  only  official  visit  made  was  to  his  own  Chapter. 

The  following  is  from  the  Grand  High  Priest’s 
address: 

“Of  my  official  acts  there  is  little  to  say,  our  Companions  seem  to  be  so 
well  posted  in  Capitular  Jurisprudence;  no  questions  have  been  asked,  no 
decisions  made,  and  no  greivances,  peace  and  harmony  prevailing  in  all  the 
bodies  of  our  Grand  Jurisdiction.” 

Happy  condition  of  affairs,  virtually  perfection  on 
earth,  wish  the  same  could  be  said  of  all  Jurisdictions. 

The  financial  affairs  of  the  Grand  Chapter  are  in 
good  condition. 

By  direction  of  the  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest,  the* 
Grand  Secretary  forwarded  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Territory  of  Arizona,  the  following: 

“Under  the  provisions  of  Chapter  30,  of  the  Session  Laws  of  the  Twenty- 
Third  Legislative  Assembly  of  the  Territory  of  Arizona,  entitled  “An  Act  to 
prevent  persons  from  unlawfully  using  or  wearing  the  Insignia,  Distinctive 
Ribbons,  Membership  Rosette  or  Button  of  Benevolent,  Fraternal  of  Secret 
Societies  or  Organizations,”  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons 
of  Arizona,  claiming  Supreme  Jurisdiction  in  the  Territory  of  Arizona,  does 
hereby  file  for  record  in  your  office  the  emblem  used  by  it  and  its  members, 
the  same  being  a  Keystone  on  one  side  of  which  in  a  Circular  form  are  the 
letters,  H.  T.  W.  S.  S.  T.  K.  S.  of  which  the  following  is  a  facsimile.” 

The  proper  thing  to  do.  The  Grand  Royal  Arch 
Chapter  of  the  Territory  of  Arizona  has  sole  and  ex¬ 
clusive  control  over  Capitular  Masonry  in  the  Territory. 
The  recording  of  their  Emblem" The  Keystone”  fore¬ 
stalls  its  use  by  any  other  organization,  hence  Clandes¬ 
tine  Capitular  Masons  are  in  a  sense  put  out  of  business 
at  least  so  far  as  wearing  this  Emblem  is  concerned. 

No  report  of  the  Committee  of  Correspondence. 

A  portrait  of  the  Grand  High  Priest,  M.  E.  Comp. 
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Francis  Marion  Zuck  adorns  the  first  page. 

The  following  officers  were  elected  and  installed; 
M.  E.  Selim  Julius  Michelson,  Phoenix,  Grand  High 
Priest ,  R.  E.  George  James  Roskruge,  Tucson,  Grand 
Secretary. 

W.  B.  M. 


ARKANSAS. 

The  Fifty-ninth  Annual  Convocation  of  the  Most 

Excellent  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of 

% 

the  State  of  Arkansas  was  held  in  the  Masonic  Temple 
in  the  City  of  Little  Rock  at  10  o’clock  A.  M.  Thursday 
November  19th.,  1908. 

The  Grand  Chapter  was  opened  in  Ample  Form  by 
Comp.  Sam  H.  Davidson,  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest, 
all  the  elective  and  appointed  officers  being  present, 
together  with  nine  Past  Grand  High  Priests  and 
seventy  representatives  from  Subordinate  Chapters. 

The  address  of  the  Grand  High  Priest  is  of  consider¬ 
able  length,  and  contains  many  topics  of  interest  to  the 
Grand  Chapter  and  Subordinate  Chapters  of  the 
Jurisdiction  and  some  of  more  than  ordinary  import¬ 
ance  to  Capitular  Masonry  in  general. 

He  pays  appropriate  tribute  to  the  dead  of  his  own 
and  other  Jurisdictions. 

We  quote  a  portion: 

“In  the  face  of  death  we  realize  how  powerless  we  are  to  offer  any  sug¬ 
gestions  of  sympathy  or  condolence  that  would  stay  the  falling  of  a  single 
tear,  or  assuage  in  the  least  degree  the  pain  of  a  broken  heart.” 

“To  those  who  have  suffered  we  offer  the  consolation,  if  it  be  such,  that  we 
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are  mindful  of  the  great  loss  we  have  all  sustained,  and  that  our  heartfelt 
sympathy  goes  out  to  them.” 

Words  are  vain,  nothing  but  time  can  stay  a  tear  or 
heal  such  heart  breaks. 

Dispensations  were  issued  to  elect  and  install  Officers 
where  there  had  been  a  failure  to  elect  and  install  at 
the  regular  time. 

In  our  Jurisdiction  the  old  officers  would  have  held 
over. 

Also,  authorizing  Chapters  to  receive  petitions  and 
confer  degrees  at  the  same  meeting  (convocation)  and 
in  a  number  of  instances  declined  to  grant  Dispensa¬ 
tions  for  the  same  purpose. 

This  prerogative  is  rarely  exercised  in  this  Jurisdic¬ 
tion,  and  when  exercised  it  is  an  extreme  case,  in  fact 
the  tendency  is  against  its  use. 

He  made  quite  a  number  of  Decisions,  the  majority 
of  which  are  sound  and  common  sense  Masonic  Law. 
Two  of  the  decisions  were  not  approved  by  the  Com¬ 
mittee  on  Jurisprudence,  the  one  of  greatest  importance 
is  in  reference  to  Physical  Perfection”,  we  quote 
question  submitted. 

“The  High  Priest  of  the  Chapter  at  Rogers  presented  this  Case;  A  Master 
Mason  made  such  a  few  years  ago,  presumably  while  the  very  liberal  but 
short  lived  resolution  of  the  “Grand  Lodge”  anent  the  “perfect  youth” 
question,  was  in  force,  desires  to  petition  the  Chapter  for  the  Degrees.  He 
is  described  by  the  High  Priest  of  the  Chapter  as  a  “Splendid  good  brother,” 
in  fact  all  that  could  be  asked  for  so  far  as  his  moral  character  is  concerned, 
but  one  of  his  legs  is  about  four  or  five  inches  shorter  than  the  other.  He 
wears  a  shoe  with  a  high  heel  and  sole,  which  still  leaves  that  limb  an  inch  or 
two  too  short..  He  can  take  the  steps,  but  not  in  good  shape.  “The  High 
Priest  asks  if  this  Brother’s  petition  can  be  received.” 
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Reply;  “This  Grand  Chapter  has  decided  that  a  Master  Mason  who  has 
lost  one  arm  is  ineligible,  as  is  also  one  who  has  lost  his  right  hand.  The 
reasons  on  which  these  decisions  are  based  are  apparent,  but  here  we  have  a 
brother  possessed  of  all  his  members.  The  same  principles  which  inhere  in 
the  Lodge  govern  here. 

He  then  quotes  the  strong  and  unanswerable  decis¬ 
ion  of  M.  E.  Companion  Wait  of  New  Hampshire,  also 
that  of  M.  W.  Grand  Master  Wait  of  Arkansas,  and 
concludes  as  follows: 

“With  the  lights  before  us  it  seems  best  to  follow  the  rulings  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  on  such  questions  as  this.  Because  of  the  very  high  character  and 
Masonic  worth  of  this  brother,  as  commended  to  me  by  the  High  Priest, 
I  regret  exceedingly  the  necessity  of  ruling  in  this  case,  but  the  brother  is 
ineligible.  ” 

We  regard  this  as  sound  Masonic  Law,  and  regret 
very  much  that  the  “ Committee  on  Jurisprudence”, 
saw  fit  to  overrule  this  decision  on  the  ground  that 
his  physical  qualifications  had  been  settled  by  the 
Lodge. 

For  the  satisfaction  of  Grand  High  Priest  Davidson 
and  the  information  of  the  Committee  on  Jurisprud¬ 
ence  will  quote  part  of  the  decision  of  Past  Grand  High 
Priest  M.  E.  Comp.  J.  Henry  Williams  of  this  Juris¬ 
diction,  found  on  pages  51,  52  and  53  of  the  proceed¬ 
ings  of  1906  of  this  Grand  Chapter  as  follows: 

“There  is  no  inherent  right  in  any  Master  Mason  to  receive  the  degrees 
and  Membership  in  a  Chapter.  The  Chapter  is  an  entirely  separate  organ¬ 
ization  from  the  Lodge.  It  has  its  own  laws  and  its  own  rules  to  govern  it. 
The  mere  fact  that  a  man  is  a  Master  Mason  does  not  require  that  he  must 
be  admitted  to  a  Chapter  ” 

“He  must  petition  as  when  seeking  to  be  made  a  Mason,  Inquiry  must  be 
had,  a  report  made,  and  he  must  pass  the  test  of  the  ballot.” 

“There  are  no  degrees  in  physical  perfection.  The  candidate  is  either 
physically  perfect  or  he  is  not.  The  slightest  maim,  blemish  or  defect  des- 
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troys  the  perfection,  and  renders  him  imperfect.” 

“The  history  and  symbolism  of  the  Royal  Arch  Degree  demand  physical 
perfection  to  the  fullest  extent.  Therefore  decide  that  the  same  physical 
perfection  required  of  the  candidate  to  be  made  a  Mason  is  required  for  the 
Capitular  degrees.” 

A  careful  study  of  the  decision  above  referred  to, 
will,  we  believe,  convince  the  most  skeptical.  It  is  the 
law  of  Pennsylvania  and  should  be  of  the  Masonic 
world  and  we  believe  the  time  is  not  far  distant,  when 
Physical  perfection  as  established  by  this  decision 
will  be  recognized  as  a  Landmark  the  world  over. 

The  various  Committees  of  the  Grand  Chapter  made 
their  reports.  The  report  of  the  Grand  Secretary, 
shows  eighty  one  regular  Chapters,  and  one  under 
dispensation,  with  a  membership  of  3732  a  net  gain  of 
122  over  last  year.  The  report  of  the  Grand  Treasurer 
shows  a  balance  on  hand  of  $3,542.82. 

The  roll  of  Grand  Representatives  was  called. 
Pennsylvania  Representative  was  not  present. 

The  Committee  of  Foreign  Correspondence  reported 
in  favor  of  recognizing  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal 
Arch  Masons  of  Idaho,  the  recommendation  was 
adopted  by  the  Grand  Chapter,  no  report  however  was 
made  of  the  review  of  the  proceedings  of  the  various 
Grand  Chapters,  although  in  an  adenda  to  the  pro¬ 
ceedings,  the  chairman  says  the  report  is  about  com¬ 
plete,  with  a  foot  note,  that  it  will  be  forwarded  later; 
if  such  has  been  done  it  has  not  reached  the  writer. 

Protraits  of  M.  E.  Companion  Reese  B.  Hogins, 
Grand  High  Priest  and  R.  E.  Comp.  John  C.  Bone, 
Grand  Secretary  adorn  the  proceedings,  also  a  picture 
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of  the  Masonic  home  at  Batesville. 

The  following  Officers  were  elected  and  installed. 
Comp.  Reese  B.  Hogins,  Russellville,  M.  E.  Grand 
High  Priest,  Comp.  John  C.  Bone,  Batesville,  R.  E. 
Grand  Secretary. 

W.  B.  M. 


CALIFORNIA. 

The  Fifty  Fourth  Annual  Convocation  of  the  Grand 
Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  California  was  held 
in  Golden  Gate  Commandery  Hall  in  San  Francisco 
on  Tuesday  and  Wednesday,  April  20th.  and  21st, 
1909. 

The  Grand  Chapter  was  opened  in  Ample  Form. 
All  the  Grand  Officers  excepting  Deputy  Grand  High 
Priest  were  present,  also  thirteen  Past  Grand  High 
Priests  and  the  Representatives  of  eighty  seven  Sub¬ 
ordinate  Chapters,  twenty-two  representatives  of  other 
Grand  Jurisdictions  were  present,  unfortunately  Penn¬ 
sylvania  was  not  represented. 

The  survivors  of  those  present  at  the  memorable 
Convocation  held  on  the  morning  of  the  greatest 
disaster  which  ever  befell  any  city  on  the  American 
Continent  (April  18,  1906)  were  assembled  at  the  Altar 
and  given  the  Grand  Honors. 

The  address  of  the  Grand  High  Priest  is  very  lengthy 
and  is  one  of  the  ablest  addresses  it  has  been  our 
pleasure  to  read.  Would  that  it  were  possible  to 
incorporate  a  large  portion  of  it  in  this  report,  as  it 
certainly  contains  much  that  is  of  vital  importance 
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not  only  to  California  but  to  Capitular  Masonry 
in  general.  The  Grand  Chaplain  in  a  letter  says  of  it, 
“it  is  an  expansion  and  addition  to  the  ‘Sermon  on  the 
Mount’,  and  ought  to  be  in  every  Master  Mason’s 
home.  ” 

I  will  however  quote  one  or  more  paragraphs. 

“Masonry  stops  short  of  its  Mission,  when  its  acts  are  confined  to  the 
limits  of  its  Lodge  room  or  of  its  membership. 

Its  mission  is  to  make  man, woman  and  child  more  man-like,  more  God-like. 
By  our  example  teach  better  Citizenship,  better  fatherhood,  better  sons; 
to  show  by  our  lives  that  communities  can  be  better,  that  honesty,  truth 
and  virtue  are  living  issues  and  must  be  sustained  and  protected  and  it  is 
for  us  to  do  this.  Who  can  tell  how  much  silent  influence  the  teachings  of 
our  Order  have  had  in  the  making  for  good?  We  believe  that  influence,  even 
silent,  has  been  potent  and  far  reaching.  Let  us  not  only  keep  it  alive,  but 
cause  it  to  burn  with  brighter  flame,  purifying  and  strengthening  in  the 
purification.  Then  will  we  accomplish  and  our  institute  be  a  blessing  in  the 
land.  ” 

“If  in  this  assembly  there  is  a  Companion  who  has  raised  one  Brother  out 
of  the  slough  of  despond,  has  awakened  again  the  spark  of  manhood  in  one 
breast,  has  turned  a  father’s  step  to  the  home,  or  brought  a  son  again  to  his 
Mother’s  heart,  the  year  will  not  have  been  in  vain.  ” 

“Let  us  strive  to  be  not  better  than  our  fellow-men  but  better  than  our¬ 
selves.  Strive  to  say  no  when  temptation  beckons  on.” 

This  is  but  one  of  the  many  beautiful  thoughts 
contained  in  the  address  but  lack  of  space  forbids 
further  quotation. 

He  presents  the  question  of  the  eligibility  of  those 
engaged  in  the  liquor  business,  in  manner  that  is 
seemingly  unanswerable,  and  while  our  Jurisdiction 
has  taken  no  stand  on  this  question  the  tendency  is 
in  that  direction.  This  subject  however  is  worthy 
of  consideration. 

He  touches  the  question  of  recording  “Marks”,  in  a 
rather  forcible  manner,  but  experience  has  demon- 
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strated  to  the  writer,  that  it  is  one.  of  the  most  diffi¬ 
cult  questions  that  confronts  a  Grand  High  Priest, 
the  obligated  duty  of  recording  the  “  Mark  ”  should 
appeal  to  every  Capitular  Mason,  yet  many  treat  it 
with  indifference. 

There  is  one  subject  to  which  we  of  this  jurisdiction 
must  take  exception,  that  is  the  recognition  accorded 
to  an  association  called  the  “  Eastern  Star”,  it  never  has 
received  and  in  all  probability  never  will  receive  any 
recognition  in  this  Jurisdiction. 

A  number  of  decisions  were  made,  some  local  in 
character,  others  of  importance  to  all  Jurisdictions. 
He  evidently  does  not  believe  in  perpetual  Jurisdiction 
over  an  applicant,  but  after  two  years  residence,  in 
California  a  rejected  applicant  of  another  Jurisdiction 
can  apply  to  any  Chapter  but  it  is  safe-guarded  to  a 
certain  extent. 

A  preliminary  report  is  made  by  the  “Committee 
on  Earthquake  and  fire  history,”  it  certainly  recalls 
one  of  the  saddest  events  in  the  history  of  the  Grand 
Chapter. 

A  tabulated  statement  of  returns  to  various  Masonic 
bodies  of  the  unexpended  balances  of  contributions 
to  the  “Grand  Chapter  relief  fund”  shows  that  there 
was  returned  to  our  Grand  Chapter  the  sum  of  $1,389- 
97. 

The  Committee  on  New  Temple  reports  that  they 
have  purchased  and  paid  for  a  lot  of  ground  well 
adapted  for  the  erection  of  their  proposed  new  Masonic 
Temple  and  presented  preliminary  plans  of  the  new 
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building  for  the  action  of  the  Grand  Chapter.  It  is 
gratifying  to  know  that  so  great  progress  has  been 
made  and  we  hope  that  the  next  or  following  meeting 
of  the  Grand  Chapter  may  be  held  in  their  New  Home. 

The  report  of  the  Grand  Treasurer  shows  the  Grand 
Chapter  to  be  in  sound  financial  condition,  having 
total  assets  amounting  to  $70,016.98. 

The  report  of  the  Grand  Secretary  shows  a  total 
membership  of  11,008.  Subordinate  Chapters  91  and 
2  under  Dispensation. 

We  notice  among  the  General  Regulations  the 
following. 

“From  and  after  the  first  day  of  September  1874,  no  High  Priest  of  a  Chapter, 
under  this  Jurisdiction  shall  be  installed,  unless  he  shall  present  to  the  instal¬ 
ling  officer  a  certificate  from  the  Grand  Lecturer  or  some  Companion  known 
by  the  Grand  Lecturer  to  be  skilled  in  the  work,  that  he  is  qualified  to  pro¬ 
perly  confer  all  the  Chapter  degrees  and  deliver  the  lectures  thereunto  apper¬ 
taining;  and  the  installing  officer  shall  forward  such  certificate  to  the  Grand 
Secretary.  ” 

We  commend  the  above  to  our  Grand  and  Subordi¬ 
nate  Chapters  as  a  solution  of  the  present  condition 
in  our  Jurisdiction.  It  goes  much  further  than  we 
have  thus  far  attempted. 

The  Committee  on  Correspondence  reviews  our 
proceedings  in  a  fraternal  manner. 

The  Grand  Officers  for  the  ensuing  Masonic  Year 
were  elected  and  installed  excepting  the  Grand  High 
Priest  who  was  too  ill  to  be  present. 

M.  E.  Comp.  George  Hays  Monroe,  Grand  High 
Priest  elect.,  R.  E.  Comp.  William  Abraham  Davis, 
Grand  Secretary. 


W.  B.  M. 
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CANADA. 

• 

The  Fifty  First  Annual  Convocation  of  the  Grand 
Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  Canada  was  held 
in  the  Masonic  Hall,  Temple  Building,  Toronto,  on 
Wednesday  January  27th,  1909  and  was  opened  in 
Ample  Form,  at  ten  o’clock,  A.  M.  by  M.  E.  Comp. 
John  Leslie,  Grand  Z.  One  hundred  Chapters  were 
represented  leaving  thirty-six  unrepresented. 

The  roll  of  representatives  of  Sister  Grand  Chapters 
was  called.  Thirty- two  answered  to  their  names, 
I  regret  that  Pennsylvania’s  Representative  was  not 
among  the  number. 

The  address  of  the  Grand  Z.  is  a  very  interesting 
Masonic  production,  relating  mainly  to  matters  of 
interest  to  his  Grand  Chapter,  and  is  a  complete 
history  of  his  doings. 

He  refers  in  a  very  feeling  manner  to  the  dead  of  his 
own  and  sister  Jurisdictions,  but  fails  to  mention  the 
name  of  one  of  our  most  distinguished  Past  Grand 
High  Priests,  M.  E.  Comp.  Matthias  H.  Henderson. 

He  issued  five  dispensations  for  new  Chapters 
during  the  year,  and  reports  that  they  are  all  doing  well. 

He  refers  to  the  celebration  of  their  Fiftieth  Annual 
Convocation,  as  does  also  Grand  Scribe  E.  Such  cel¬ 
ebrations  are  certainly  of  great  interest  to  the  members 
of  today,  but  without  a  doubt  will  be  more  highly 
prized  by  those  who  come  after  and  when  an  other 
half  century  shall  have  passed,  those  celebrating  it? 
will  look  with  pleasure  and  delight  upon  the  faces  of 
those  who  in  their  day  and  generation  did  so  much  to 
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make  Capitular  Masonry  in  Canada  what  it  is  today, 
and  especially  praise  the  memory  of  R.  E.  Comp. 
George  J.  Bennett  who  prepared  the  report. 

A  large  number  of  visitations  were  made,  traveling 
to  the  Pacific  Coast,  visiting  Chapters  in  Saskatch¬ 
ewan,  Alberta  and  British  Columbia,  thence  eastward 
to  Manitoba  and  Ontario.  In  Victoria  he  visited  a 
Chapter  of  the  Scottish  register,  the  only  one  in  Canada 
holding  allegiance  to  a  Foreign  Jurisdiction.  Why  this 
condition  of  affairs?  Would  it  not  be  better  to  sur¬ 
render  allegiance  to  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Scotland 
and  become  part  and  parcel  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of 
Canada,  it  is  only  a  question  of  time  until  such  will 
be  done. 

He  visited  every  section  of  his  Jurisdiction,  save 
Yukon  where  they  have  a  Chapter.  Klondike,  No. 
154,  held  at  Dawson,,  with  a  membership  of  103. 
In  his  visitations  he  traveled  over  eight  thousand  miles, 
he  certainly  accomplished  wonders. 

To  fully  understand  the  territory  covered  by  the 
Grand  Chapter  of  Canda,  refer  to  the  map  of  the  Do¬ 
minion  of  Canada  and  you  will  find  that  it  embraces 
the  entire  Dominion  west  of  the  Ottawa  River,  an 
area  of  2,500,000  square  miles  and  be  convinced  that 
the  Grand  Z.  has  performed  wonders. 

He  granted  a  number  of  Dispensations  and  also 
refused  some.  We  quote  the  following: 

“It  is  presuming  too  much  on  the  Grand  Z’s  good  nature  to  ask  him  to  as¬ 
sume  responsibility  for  changing  the  date  of  an  election,  merely  because 
one  or  more  of  the  principal  Officers  have  made  an  engagement  for  some 
other  function  on  the  date  of  the  stated  Convocation.  It  is  unfair  to  him  and 
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an  injustice  to  the  Companions,  apart  altogether  from  the  serious  phase  of 
the  question  which  involves  a  violation  of  a  solemn  pledge,  unless  for  causes 
which  are  clearly  unassailable,  no  application  to  interfere  with  a  distinct 
regulation  should  come  from  any  Chapter.” 

This  is  certainly  sound  Masonic  sense,  and  meets 
the  hearty  approval  of  the  writer.  In  very  many  in¬ 
stances  such  applications  are  made  without  considera¬ 
tion,  merely  to  accomodate  the  whim  of  some  over- 
zealous  Companion. 

The  reports  of  the  Grand  Superintendents  of  Districts 
(similar  to  our  District  Deputy  Grand  High*  Priests) 
are  full  and  complete  showing  devotion  not  only  to  the 
best  interests  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Canada,  but 
also  to  the  welfare  of  the  Subordinate  Chapters. 
They  are  certainly  entitled  to  the  thanks  of  the  Grand 
Chapter. 

The  reports  of  the  Grand  Treasurer  and  Grand 
Scribe  E.  show  the  Grand  Chapter  to  be  in  good  finan¬ 
cial  condition  having  assets  amounting  to  $31,604.11. 

The  Committee  on  Condition  of  Capitular  Masonry 
seem  to  have  made  a  very  thorough  investigation  of  the 
reports  of  the  Grand  Superintendents  and  make  a 
very  flattering  report  of  the  condition  of  the  Subordi¬ 
nate  Chapters,  they  also  report  that  there  is  now  on  the 
Roll  of  the  Grand  Chapter  133  Warranted  Chapters 
and  5  working  under  Dispensation  with  a  total  mem¬ 
bership  of  13,032,  an  increase  of  961  during  the  year. 

Comp.  George  J.  Bennett  is  again  the  Chairman  of 
the  Committee  of  Foreign  Correspondence.  His  re¬ 
port  as  usual  is  a  masterly  effort.  We  heartily  com¬ 
mend  it  and  especially  the  introduction  and  would 
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recommend  that  it  be  read  with  care  as  it  contains 
sound  Masonic  logic  and  good  common  sense. 

Pennsylvania  is  fraternally  remembered  with  a  four 
page  review  in  which  he  quotes  a  portion  of  the  ‘'In 
Memoriam”  of  Past  Grand  High  Priest  M.  E.  Comp. 
J.  Henry  Williams  on  the  life  of  our  beloved  and  lamen¬ 
ted  Grand  Treasurer.  Comp.  Thomas  Ranken  Patton, 
who  represented  Canada  for  a  period  of  twenty-three 
years  near  our  Grand  Chapter.  He  quotes  a  number 
of  decisions  made  by  the  writer  and  gives  them  his 
indorsement. 

The  officers  for  the  present  year,  are 

M.  E.  Comp.  George  Moore  Hamilton,  Grand  Z. 

R.  E.  Comp.  George  J.  Bennett,  of  Toronto,  Grand 
Scribe  E. 

W.  B.  M. 


COLORADO. 

The  Thirty  Fifth  Annual  Convocation  of  the  M.  E. 
Grand  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  Colorado  was  held 
in  the  Masonic  Temple  in  the  City  of  Denver  on  Thurs¬ 
day,  September  23d.  at  10  A.  M. 

The  Grand  Chapter  was  opened  in  Ample  Form 
by  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest,  Comp.  George  D.  Ken¬ 
nedy,  four  of  the  elective  and  appointive  officers  being 
absent,  fourteen  Past  Grand  High  Priests  and  the  Rep¬ 
resentatives  of  thirty-seven  out  of  the  forty  regular 
warranted  Chapters  being  present,  a  remarkable 
showing  certainly.  Our  good  Companions  of  Colorado 
are  enthusiastic  Capitular  Masons. 
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A  large  number  of  Representatives  of  Foreign 
Jurisdictions  were  present  (Pennsylvania’s  among  the 
number)  and  were  welcomed  by  the  Grand  High 
Priest,  a  response  was  made  in  behalf  of  the  Represent¬ 
atives  by  Comp.  Thomas  J.  Forhan,  Grand  Repre¬ 
sentative  of  Kansas,  near  this  Grand  Chapter. 

The  Grand  High  Priest  delivered  his  Annual  address 
which  is  a  carefully  prepared  Masonic  document, 
and  a  complete  history  of  his  actions. 

In  speaking  of  the  dead  of  the  year,  he  says:  "that 
not  a  single  Officer  or  member  of  this  Grand  Chapter 
has  received  the  final  summons.”  Truly  a  kind 
Providence  has  watched  over  them.  In  referring  to  the 
deaths  of  distinguished  Companions  of  our  Jurisdic¬ 
tion  he  fails  to  mention  the  name  of  Past  Grand  High 
Priest  M.  E.  Comp.  James  Shallcross  Barber. 

Under  the  head  of  "Dispensations  Granted”,  he 
uses  the  following  language. 

“The  power  of  granting  Dispensations  is  one  that,  to  my  mind  should  only 
be  exercised  in  cases  when  the  welfare  of  a  Chapter  or  of  the  Craft  demands  it 
and  should  not  be  used  for  the  convenience  of  Candidates.  Whenever  we 
lightly  set  aside  our  laws  for  the  personal  convenience  of  some  petitioner, 
we  lessen  the  dignity  of  the  institution  and  establish  a  precedent  that  if 
followed  might  lead  to  serious  abuse.” 

We  most  heartily  indorse  these  words,  had  he  added 
or  Officer  after  the  word  petitioner  it  would  have  been 
complete. 

For  reasons  over  which  he  had  no  control,  but  few 
Grand  Visitations  were  made,  the  Grand  Lecturer 
however  made  up  for  the  Grand  High  Priest  in  this 
respect  as  his  visitations  were  numerous. 
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But  two  decisions  were  made,  both  of  which  were 
approved  by  the  Committee  on  Jurisprudence  and 
adopted  by  the  Grand  Chapter. 

The  first  decision  appears  to  place  too  much  power 
in  the  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest,  when  it  makes  him 
the  sole  judge  of  what  constitutes  a  Masonic  or 
Charitable  purpose. 

The  second  decision  would  prevent  a  Mark  Master 
Mason,  made  in  one  of  our  Mark  Lodges  from  visit¬ 
ing  which  is  certainly  a  hardship,  at  the  same  time  it 
appears  to  be  good  Masonic  Law. 

His  recommendations  are  sound  Masonic  Law  and 
met  the  approval  of  the  Committee  on  Jurisprudence, 
but  the  Grand  Chapter  refused  to  concur  in  the  most 
important  one,  namely  that  of  requiring  proficiency 
in  the  next  preceding  Degree  before  advancement, 
but  we  still  hope  that  the  time  will  speedily  come  when 
all  Grand  Chapters  will  require  proficiency  before 
advancement. 

It  is  the  shame  of  Capitular  Masonry  that  its  mem¬ 
bership  has  as  a  rule  such  a  limited  knowledge  of  the 
degrees.  Both  experience  and  observation  enable  me 
to  speak  knowingly  on  this  subject  and  I  endeavored 
to  better  matters  by  requiring  a  knowledge  at  least  on 
the  part  of  the  M.  E.  High  Priest  of  being  able  not 
only  to  open  and  close  his  Chapter  but  to  do  the  work 
of  a  M.  E.  High  Priest  and  I  hope  those  following 
will  finally  reach  even  the  Members. 
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The  report  of  the  Grand  Treasurer  shows  a  good 
financial  condition  showing  assets  amounting  to 
$5,333.59. 

The  report  of  the  Grand  Secretary  shows  forty 
regularly  warranted  Chapters  and  one  under  Dispen¬ 
sation,  the  Committee  on  Returns  and  Work  recom¬ 
mended  that  a  Charter  (Warrant)  be  granted  this 
Chapter,  which  was  approved  by  the  Grand  Chapter. 
The  total  membership  of  Subordinate  Chapters  being 
3951  an  increase  of  135  during  the  year. 

The  Committee’s  report  on  Foreign  Correspondence 
was  again  presented  by  Comp.  Ernest  LeNeve  Foster. 
Pennsylvania  receiving  favorable  fraternal  criticism. 
The  report  is  a  complete  one  and  should  be  read  by 
Capitular  Masons  generally. 

The  officers  installed  for  the  present  year  were  John  B . 
Hershy,  Trinidad,  Col.,  whose  protrait  adorns  the  first 
page  of  the  proceedings  and  Comp.  Charles  H. 
Jacobson,  Denver,  Col.,  Grand  Secretary. 

W.  B.  M. 


CONNECTICUT. 

The  One  Hundred  and  Eleventh  Annual  Convo¬ 
cation  of  the  M.  E.  Grand  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of 
Connecticut  was  held  at  the  Masonic  Hall  in  the  City 
of  Hartford  at  10  o’clock  A.  M.,  Tuesday,  May  11th, 
A.  D.  1909  A.  I.  2439. 

All  the  Grand  Officers  excepting  the  Grand  Scribe 
were  present,  also  thirteen  Past  Grand  High  Priests 
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and  the  Representatives  or  proxies  of  forty  Subordi¬ 
nate  Chapters. 

M.  E.  Comp.  Charles  C.  Hunt,  Grand  High  Priest, 
of  the  Jurisdiction  of  New  York,  accompanied  by  two 
Past  Grand  High  Priests  and  a  number  of  the  Grand 
Chapter  Officers  were  introduced  by  Comp.  Charles 
W.  Boylston,  received  with  Grand  honors,  escorted  to 
the  Grand  East  and  welcomed  by  the  Grand  High 
Priest.  M.  E.  Comp.  Charles  C.  Hunt  responded  to 
the  address  of  welcome. 

The  Grand  High  Priest  read  his  annual  address 
which  is  confined  in  the  main  to  local  matters  and  is 
business  like  in  every  respect. 

Dispensations  were  granted  in  a  number  of  cases 
to  postpone  and  omit  stated  meetings  for  reasons 
satisfactory  to  the  Grand  High  .Priest.  As  we  under¬ 
stand  it  the  By-Laws  are  first  adopted  by  the  Subor¬ 
dinate  Chapter  then  approved  by  the  Grand  Chapter. 
How  can  they  be  set  aside  except  by  amendment, 
or  is  it  one  of  the  prerogatives  of  the  Grand  High  Priest? 

On  the  question  of  balloting  for  Candidates  out  of 
time  or  as  he  terms  it  “Railroading  Candidates” 
and  Dispensation  to  hold  an  election  to  fill  a  vacancy 
occasioned  by  the  death  of  a  M.  E.  High  Priest,  he 
announces  sound  Masonic  doctrine  which  will  certainly 
meet  the  approval  of  every  Grand  Chapter.  It  is 
true  the  occasion  may  arise  where  a  Grand  High  Priest 
would  be  justified  in  the  exercise  of  his  prerogative,  in 
either  of  the  above  named  cases,  but  is  so  rare  that  it 
is  scarcely  necessary  to  refer  to  it. 
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He  made  ten  visitations,  it  however  appears  that 
the  Jurisdiction  is  divided  into  what  might  be  termed 
districts,  a  number  of  Chapters  being  assigned  to  the 
Grand  High  Priest,  Deputy  Grand  High  Priest, 
Grand  King  and  Grand  Scribe.  This  without  doubt 
is  a  good  plan  where  they  do  not  have  District  Deputy 
Grand  High  Priests,  it  certainly  has  proved  effective 
in  Connecticut,  in  addition  it  makes  use  of  the  Deputy 
Grand  High  Priests,  Grand  King  and  Grand  Scribe, 
who  as  a  rule  are  regarded  as  ornamental. 

The  Trustees  report  the  permanent  fund  as  amount¬ 
ing  to  $1179.71. 

The  report  of  the  Grand  Treasurer  shows  a  balance 
in  his  hands  of  $3,586.59. 

The  returns  from  Subordinate  Chapters  show  a 
membership  of  8050,  an  increase  during  the  year  of  282. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Correspond¬ 
ence  was  prepared  by  Grand  High  Priest  M.  E.  Comp. 
George  A  Kies,  he  succeeding  the  lamented  Past 
Grand  High  Priest,  Comp.  Barlow,  who  performed  the 
duty  for  about  thirty  years.  No  mention  is  made  of 
Pennsylvania  in  the  report,  we  feel  confidant  that  our 
Grand  Secretary  forwarded  our  reports. 

Protraits  of  Grand  High  Priest  M.  E.  Comp.  George 
A.  Kies,  and  Past  Grand  High  Priests  John  H.  Barlow, 
James  A.  Gould  and  Edmund  Tweedy. 

M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest  elected  and  installed  for 
present  year,  Comp.  Charles  A.  Farnham,  Collinsville. 

R.  E.  Comp.  James  McCormick,  of  Hartford  was 
re-elected  and  installed  Grand  Secretary. 

W.  B.  M. 
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DELAWARE. 

The  Forty-First  Annual  Convocation  of  the  M.  E. 
Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  Delaware 
was  held  in  the  Masonic  Temple  in  the  City  of  Wil¬ 
mington  on  Wednesday,  January  20th.,  at  4.05  P.  M. 

All  elective  Grand  Officers,  six  Past  Grand '  High 
Priests  and  Representatives  of  all  Subordinate  Chap¬ 
ters  were  present.  In  the  list  of  Representatives  of 
other  Grand  Chapters  present  we  fail  to  find  the  name 
of  Pennsylvania’s  Representative. 

The  Grand  High  Priest  M.  E.  Comp.  Alfred  M. 
Clower  in  his  address  reviews  his  actions  as  Grand 
High  Priest,  referring  in  particular  to  the  interest  and 
welfare  of  his  own  Jurisdiction. 

In  his  record  of  the  distinguished  dead  of  the  year 
he  mentions  those  of  our  two  Past  Grand  High  Priests, 
M.  E.  Comps.  James  Shallcross  Barber  and  Matthias 
H.  Henderson. 

A  remarkable  condition  of  affairs  is  shown  in  the 
fact  that  he  was  not  called  upon  to  make  a  decision, 
or  grant  a  Dispensation.  What  a  peaceful  time  he 
must  have  had. 

He  makes  a  number  of  recommendations,  which 
the  Committee  on  Grand  High  Priest’s  address  approve, 
and  adds  to  the  fourth  recommendation  the  words 
“ except  temporarily”  which  makes  it  read,  “That  a 
Companion  elected  to  office  in  his  Chapter  can  not 
hold  an  appointed  one  at  the  same  time  except  tem¬ 
porarily.  ”  This  is  now  the  law  in  Delaware  and 
should  be  in  every  other  Jurisdiction. 
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This  custom  has  prevailed  to  a  limited  extent  in 
our  Jurisdiction,  it  is  certainly  evidence  of  extreme 
selfishness  and  should  be  stopped  at  once.  We  con¬ 
gratulate  the  Grand  High  Priest  and  the  Grand  Chapter 
of  Delaware  on  the  stand  they  have  taken  and  hope 
that  our  Grand  Chapter  will  follow  the  precedent.  In 
this  connection  will  refer  to  an  almost  like  custom, 
that  of  filling  the  places  of  the  Subordinate  Offices 
with  Past  High  Priests,  while  conferring  the  degrees. 
Combine  these  two  customs  and  you  necessarily  work 
injury  to  the  Chapter  by  preventing  the  young  mem¬ 
bers  who  are  willing  and  anxious,  from  learning  and 
doing  the  work,  it  would  seem  that  the  elective  Officers 
(generally  the  Treasurer  and  Secretary  who  may  be 
Past  High  Priests)  and  Past  High  Priests  owe  the 
Chapter  a  duty  which  has  honored  them,  that  of  in¬ 
structing  the  young  members  in  the  work  of  the 
several  Degrees  and  insisting  that  they  be  given  op¬ 
portunity  to  do  the  work.  Such  a  course  will  increase 
the  interest  in  Capitular  Masonry  and  the  Chapters 
will  be  conversant  with  the  work,  at  the  same  time,  the 
Officers  and  Past  High  Priests  should  not  lose  their 
interest  in  the  work  of  the  Degrees  and  should  in  an 
emergency  take  any  place  required.  We  hope  our 
Jurisdiction  will  take  the  lead  in  this  matter. 

A  waiver  of  Jurisdiction  was  asked  by  the  Grand 
High  Priest  of  Maryland  but  the  Chapter  near  which 
the  applicant  resided  refused  the  request,  hence  the 
Grand  High  Priest  was  compelled  to  refuse  the  waiver. 
Waivers  of  Jurisdiction  are  right  and  proper,  and  should 
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be  granted  when  the  best  interests  of  Capitular  Masonry 
are  advanced,  but  applicants  are  best  known  where 
they  reside,  cases  similar  to  this  will  arise,  and  doubtless 
the  refusal  was  for  good  and  sufficient  reasons,  yet  the 
Committee  on  Grand  High  Priest’s  address  regret 
the  refusal. 

The  report  of  the  Grand  Treasurer  shows  a  balance 
in  his  hands  of  $624.41. 

The  report  of  the  Grand  Secretary  shows  the  mem¬ 
bership  of  the  Subordinate  Chapters  to  be  nine  hundred 
and  eighty  six,  an  increase  of  two  during  the  year. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  Correspondence 
was  presented  by  Past  Grand  High  Priest  Companion 
Virginius  V.  Harrison.  Under  Arizona  he  refers  to 
the  Grand  High  Priest’s  views  on  the  subject  of  rail¬ 
roading  Candidates  and  heartily  indorses  his  views, 
to  which  we  say  Amen.  It  is  time  this  business 
should  stop  in  every  Jurisdiction.  Pennsylvania  is 
reviewed  in  a  fraternal  spirit. 

M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest  elected  and  installed 
Comp.  A.  Henry  Berlin.  R.  E.  Comp.  James  H. 
Price  was  re-elected  and  installed  Grand  Secretary. 

W.  B.  M. 

DISTRICT  OF  COLUMBIA. 

A  Special  Convocation  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of 
Royal  Arch  Masons  of  the  District  of  Columbia  was 
held  in  the  Masonic  Temple,  Washington,  D.  C.,  on 
June  13th,  1908.  The  purpose  being  to  attend  the 
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funeral  of  the  Grand  King,  R.  E.  Companion  Nathaniel 
Brady  Fugitt  who  died  in  the  Commandery  Asylum, 
Masonic  Temple  June  10,  1908  ‘while  in  the  perfor¬ 
mance  of  duty  as  Captain  General  of  Washington 
Commandery  No.  1  K.  T.  Another  Special  Convocation 
was  held  on  July  3d,  1908,  the  purpose  being  to  con¬ 
sider  the  removing  of  the  Grand  Chapter  and  Sub¬ 
ordinate  Chapters  from  the  present  Masonic  Temple 
to  the  New  Masonic  Temple,  Corner  of  Thirteenth 
St.  and  New  York  Avenue  N.  W.  The  removal  was 
agreed  to,  doubtless  unanimously,  as  they  would 
certainly  welcome  the  change. 

The  Forty-Second  Annual  Convocation  was  held 
in  the  New  Masonic  Temple  on  Wednesday,  February 
10th,  1909,  at  7  o’clock  P.  M. 

The  Elective  Grand  Officers  (except  the  Grand  King 
who  died  on  June  10th.,  1908)  were  present  at  all 
Convocations ;  at  the  Annual  Convocation  there  were 
present,  besides  the  officers  above  named,  twelve  Past 
Grand  High  Priests  and  Representatives  of  all  Chapters 
in  the  Jurisdiction. 

At  the  Convocation  mentioned,  the  Station  of  the 
Grand  King  was  not  filled,  the  reason  assigned  by  the 
Grand  High  Priest  in  his  address  was  “asa  mark  of 
respect  for  the  man  and  in  token  of  our  sense  of  a 
fitting  testimonial  to  his  memory,  at  all  Subsequent 
Convocations  of  the  Grand  Chapter  this  station  has 
been  vacant,  and  draped  in  mourning.” 

We  most  heartily  indorse  the  idea  of  showing  proper 
respect  to  the  man,  and  providing  a  suitable  testi- 
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monial  to  the  memory  of  the  distinguished  Companion, 
yet  we  must  ask  how  the  Grand  Chapter  could  be 
opened  without  the  Station  of  the  Grand  King  being 
filled.  Kindly  give  the  desired  information,  with  us 
the  Grand  Scribe  would  have  been  required  to  take 
the  Station  of  the  Grand  King.  This  is  not  asked  for 
the  purpose  of  fault  finding  but  simply  for  information. 

The  address  of  the  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest  Comp. 
E.  St.  Clair  Thompson  is  lengthy,  referring  largely 
to  the  New  Masonic  Temple,  and  the  interest  of  the 
Grand  Chapter  therein.  The  Grand  Chapter  Offices 
are  on  the  Second  floor,  south  side  of  the  building. 

The  New  Masonic  Temple  has  been  erected  and 
furnished  at  an  expense  exceeding  half  a  million 
dollars.  We  extend  to  the  Brethren  and  Companions 
of  this  Jurisdiction  our  congratulations  that  they  are 
housed  in  a  Magnificient  Temple,  it  is  expected  that 
in  the  near  future  the  control  and  management  of 
the  New  Temple  will  be  in  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Free 
and  Accepted  Masons  of  the  District  of  Columbia, 
where  it  properly  belongs. 

But  one  Dispensation  was  granted  and  that  on  a 
waiver  of  Jurisdiction  granted  by  the  writer,  which 
action  was,  as  we  believe  for  good  and  sufficient 
reasons,  although  the  Committee  to  whom  was  referred 
the  address  of  the  Grand  High  Priest,  while  approving 
this  particular  case,  does  not  look  with  favor  upon  such 
procedure,  but  believe  that  Grand  High  Priests  should 
adhere  strictly  to  the  provisions  of  the  Constitution 
in  regard  to  those  eligible  to  membership  in  a  Chapter. 
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We  agree  with  the  Committee  that  this  should  be  the 
universal  custom,  yet  there  are  exceptions  to  all 
customs,  the  case  named  and  ones  similar  are  the 
exceptions.  Here  the  Brother  was  a  member  of  a  Lodge 
in  the  District  of  Columbia,  and  a  resident  of  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  he  desired  to  advance  in  Masonry,  there 
were  two  ways  in  which  it  could  be  done,  one  was  to 
resign  from  the  Lodge  in  the  District  of  Columbia, 
and  join  a  Lodge  in  Pennsylvania  when  the  way  would 
be  clear  but  he  desired  to  retain  his  membership  in 
the  Lodge  in  which  he  received  his  degrees,  the  only 
course  left  was  a  waiver  of  Jurisdiction  which  was 
granted  after  a  full  knowledge  of  the  facts.  In  cases  of 
this  character  no  valid  reason  can  be  given  why  waiver 
of  Jurisdiction  should  not  be  granted. 

He  met  the  requirements  as  to  Grand  Visitations  to 
Subordinate  Chapters,  and  in  addition  made  frequent 
visits  to  several  Chapters,  he  assures  the  Grand  Chapter 
that  every  interest  committed  to  the  Subordinate 
Chapters  has  been  well  cared  for. 

Under  the  head  “State  of  the  Craft”  he  says. 
“The  Craft  is  prosperous,  healthy  and  happy”.  “The 
total  membership  at  the  close  of  the  calendar  year 
1908  was  3,518  an  increase  for  the  year  of  117,  a  record 
which  has  been  exceeded  but  eight  times  in  the  life 
of  the  Grand  Chapter,  and  equaled  in  none  of  the  other 
years.  ”  The  Grand  High  Priest  has  certainly  earned 
the  congratulations  of  his  Companions. 

He  suggests  the  using  of  a  “Good  standing  Card’ 
a  certificate  and  receipt  combined,  on  the  back  r 


7  20 


THE  GRAND  HOLY  ROYAL  ARCH 


[1909. 


which  shall  be  a  Certificate  of  the  standing  of  the 
particular  Chapter,  attested  by  the  Grand  Chapter 
the  receipt  states  when  the  dues  are  paid  to  and  that 
it  is  void  after  that  date,  we  regard  this  as  a  good  idea. 
Something  will  have  to  be  done  and  that  very  soon, 
to  check  if  possible  the  designing  and  unworthy  men 
who  form  the  membership  of  Clandestine  Masonic 
bodies  from  visiting  Lodges,  Chapters  and  Command- 
eries.  A  uniform  Certificate  of  the  Jurisdictions  of 
the  United  States  would  seem  to  meet  the  require¬ 
ments  and  would  effectually  shut  out  the  imposter. 

The  right  of  ‘Visitation”  is  fully  discussed,  but 
no  other  conclusion  can  ever  be  reached  than  that  it  is 
an  unquestioned  right.  It  has  and  always  will  exist, 
subject  however  to  objection  by  any  member  present, 
thus  preserving  the  harmony  of  the  Masonic  body. 

The  report  of  the  Grand  Treasurer  shows  the  finan¬ 
cial  affairs  of  the  Grand  Chapter  to  be  in  good  con¬ 
dition,  having  a  balance  on  hand  February  10,  1909  of 
$4,022.57. 

The  report  of  the  Trustees  shows  assets  amounting 
to  $3,100. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Corres¬ 
pondence  was  presented  by  A.  W.  Johnston,  Penn¬ 
sylvania  receives  courteous  treatment  from  the  Com¬ 
mittee. 

The  reference  of  the  Committee  to  the  Member¬ 
ship  in  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Comp.  Charles  Westley 
Packer  is  not  surprising.  Such  cases  can  not  occur 
in  any  other  Jurisdiction. 
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The  Constitution  of  the  Grand  Chapter  adopted 
February  16th.,  1824  contains  the  following: 

Article  1.  “The  M.  E.  Grand  Holy  Royal  Arch  Chapter  shall  be  consti¬ 
tuted  of  all  the  members  of  the  Grand  Lodge  for  the  time  being,  who  are  Royal 
Arch  Masons,  and  have  received  the  honorary  degree  of  Mark  Master,  and 
been  accepted  and  received  Most  Excellent  Masters,  and  who  have  passed 
the  chair  of  a  Lodge  by  election,  and  are  contributing  members  of  some  sub¬ 
ordinate  Chapter  of  all  High  Priests,  Kings  and  Scribes,  for  the  time  being, 
of  Subordinate  Chapters  under  this  Jurisdiction,  who  are  qualified  as  afore¬ 
said,  and  of  all  Past  High  Priests  of  Subordinate  Chapters  under  this  Juris¬ 
diction,  who  are  qualified  as  aforesaid,  continuing  members  of  such  Subor¬ 
dinate  Chapters.” 

> 

The  various  revisions  of  the  Constitution  up  to 
that  of  December  28th,  1871  contained  a  like  pro¬ 
vision,  this  revision  made  a  change  but  still  contained 
a  provision  as  follows: 

“The  members  of  the  Grand  Chapter  at  the  time  of  the  adoption  of  this, 
Constitution  so  long  as  they  shall  continue  members  of  some  Subordinate 
Chapter  under  this  Jurisdiction.” 


The  revisions  since  above  date  confirm  the  one  of 
December  28,  1871.  From  the  above  will  be  seen 
that  Comp.  Charles  Westley  Packer  having  passed  the 
Chair  by  election  and  being  a  contributing  member  of 
some  Subordinate  Chapter  prior  to  December  28th. 
1871  was  a  member  of  the  Grand  Chapter.  We  still 
have  a  number  who  are  members  under  like  condi¬ 
tions  notably  Comp.  Mark  Richards  Muckle  who  has 
been  a  member  of  the  Finance  Committee  for  thirty- 
eight  years. 

Protraits  of  M.  E.  Companions  E.  St.  Clair,  Grand 
High  Priest  and  Companion  Nathaniel  Brady  Fugitt, 
Grand  King  (now  deceased)  adorn  the  proceedings. 
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The  officers  elected  and  installed  for  the  present 
year  are: 

Comp.  Francis  J.  Woodman,  Grand  High  Priest. 

Comp.  Arvine  W.  Johnston,  Grand  Secretary. 

W.  B.  M. 


ENGLAND. 

A  Quarterly  Convocation  of  the  Supreme  Grand 
Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  England,  was  held 
at  Freemason’s  Hall  London,  on  Wednesday,  Feb¬ 
ruary  3d.,  1909. 

M.  E.  Comp.  Rt.  Hon.  Lord  Ampthill,  Grand  Z., 
E.  Comp.  Sir  Edward  Letchworth,  Grand  Scribe  E.  and 

a  full  compliment  of  Officers,  also  a  large  number  of 
Principals  and  Past  Principals  of  Subordinate  Chapters. 

The  Grand  Chapter  was  opened  in  Ancient  and 
Solemn  Form,  the  Minutes  of  the  last  Quarterly  Con¬ 
vocation  were  read  and  Confirmed. 

The  general  business  of  the  Grand  Chapter  appears 
to  be  under  the  control  of  what  they  term  “The  Com¬ 
mittee  of  General  Purposes,”  which  is  certainly  an 
important  and  useful  Committee,  they  audited  the 
accounts  of  the  Grand  Chapter,  and  show  a  good 
financial  condition,  they  report  having  received  four 
petitions  for  new  Chapters,  one  of  them  being  in  far 
off  India.  The  place  of  meeting  of  one  of  the  Chapters 
is  named  as  “ Stanley’s  Restaurant”.  Also  memorials 
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from  seven  Chapters  for  permission  to  change  their 
places  of  meeting,  the  last  recommendation  of  their 
report  is  that  a  Charter  be  granted  to  “  Royal  Clarence 
Chapter  No.  68,  Bristol,  ”  authorizing  them  to  wear  a 
Centenary  Jewel,  the  Chapter  having  proved  an 
uninterrupted  existence  of  one  hundred  years. 

The  recommendations  were  approved  by  Grand 
Chapter. 

They  did  a  Charitable  Act  in  donating  two  hundred 
pounds  to  “Mansion  House  Fund,”  for  the  relief  of 
the  distress  occasioned  by  the  recent  earthquake  in 
Sicily.  We  would  have  made  our  contribution 
through  some  Masonic  source  yet  their  action  is  the 
evidence  of  true  Masonry. 

A  Quarterly  Convocation  was  held  on  Wednesday 
August  4th.,  1909,  at  Freemason’s  Hall,  London. 

M.  E.  Comp.  Rt.  Hon.  Lord  Ampthill  as  Grand  Z. 
and  E.  Comp.  Sir  Edward  Letchworth  as  Grand  Scribe 
E.  with  a  full  corps  of  Grand  Officers,  and  a  large 
number  of  Principals  and  Past  Principals  of  Subordi¬ 
nate  Chapters,  and  a  visitor,  M.  E.  Comp.  C.  Griffiths 
Past  G.  H.  New  Zealand. 

The  Grand  Chapter  was  opened  in  Ancient  and 
Solemn  Form,  followed  by  the  reading  of  the  Minutes 
of  the  last  Quarterly  Convocation. 

Then  came  the  report  of  “The  Committee  of  Gen¬ 
eral  Purposes”  showing  first  an  examination  or  Audit 
of  the  financial  affairs  of  the  Grand  Chapter,  then  the 
report  of  the  Petitions  for  new  Chapters,  ten  in  number, 
two  to  be  located  in  South  Africa,  two  in  India,  one  in 
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New  Zealand  and  the  others  in  England,  then  the 
requests  from  three  Chapters  for  permission  to  change 
their  places  of  meeting,  then  a  Memorial  from  the 
Companionsof  11  Mount  Sion  Chapter  No.  22,  London,’’ 
praying  for  a  Charter  authorizing  them  to  wear  a 
Centenary  Jewel,  they  having  proved  an  uninterrupted 
existence  of  one  hundred  years,  closing  with  “A 
Memorial  from  the  Members  of  the  Lebanon  Chapter, 
No.  1326,  Hampton  Court,  praying  that  the  Chapter 
may  be  detached  from  the  said  Lodge  (Lebanon 
Lodge)  and  attached  to  the  Bushey  Park  Lodge,  No. 
2381,  Hampton  Court,  and  be  named  the  Bushey  Park 
Chapter. 

The  several  items  of  the  report  were,  on  the  motion 
of  E.  Comp.  R.  Horton  Horton-Smith,  President  of  the 
Committee,  approved.  Some  little  discussion  arose  as 
to  the  change  in  the  name  of  the  Chapter  above  men¬ 
tioned,  better  follow  the  American  idea  and  have  no 
connection  whatever  between  Lodge  and  Chapter, 
being  entirely  independent  of  each  other. 

In  the  applications  for  new  Chapters,  and  requests 
for  change  of  places  of  meeting  twelve  are  to  Hotels 
and  Restaurants,  thus  adhering  to  old  established 
custom.  Such  places  for  meetings  of  Lodge  or  Chapter 
are  unknown  to  us  in  the  present  day  and  generation, 
yet  the  Tun  Tavern  on  Water  Street,  Philadelphia,  was 
noted  as  a  place  of  meeting  of  Masonic  Lodges  as  early 
as  1732  and  in  June  of  that  year  a  meeting  of  the 
Grand  Lodge  was  held  at  the  Tavern,  and  as  was 
customary  a  “handsome  entertainment”.  A  place  of 
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meeting  for  Lodge  or  Chapter  independent  of  either 
Hotel  or  Restaurant  is  preferable. 


W.  B.  M. 


ENGLAND  and  WALES  1909. 

Grand  Lodge  of  Mark  Master  Masons  of  England 
and  Wales,  and  the  Colonies  and  Dependencies  of 

the  British  Crown. 

-  » 

Quarterly  Communications  held  at  Mark  Mason’s 
Hall,  London,  on  1st  September  and  1st  December, 
1908,  2d  March  and  1st  June,  1909. 

So  far  as  the  communications  are  concerned  the 
proceedings  consist  of  a  list  of  the  members  present 
and  a  seemingly  verbatim  stenographic  report  of  what 
was  said  and  done.  The  principal  part  being  in  con¬ 
nection  with  the  ‘'Report  of  the  General  Board,” 
which  seems  to  be  a  sort  of  committee  which  keeps  in 
touch  with  the  subordinate  Lodges  and  makes  report 
to  the  Grand  Lodge  on  the  state  of  the  Order.  An¬ 
other  matter  of  interest  and  importance  is  in  con¬ 
nection  with  what  they  call  the  “Fund  of  Benevo¬ 
lence,”  which  is  charitable  in  character. 

One  matter  that  may  be  of  interest  to  the  Compan¬ 
ions  of  this  jurisdiction  is  the  numerous  titles  which 
belong  to  the  present  Grand  Master  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  Mark  Master  Masons  of  England,  etc.,  as 
set  forth  in  the  proclamation  of  the  Grand  Director 
of  Ceremonies,  when  the  Grand  Master  was  installed. 
Some  of  them  are  as  follows,  viz:  “The  Most  High, 
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Most  Mighty,  and  Most  Illustrious  Prince,  Arthur 
William  Patrick  Albert,  Duke  of  Connaught  and  Strat- 
hearn,  Earl  of  Sussex,  Duke  of  Saxony,  Prince  of  Saxe- 
Coburg  and  Gotha,  Knight  of  the  Most  Noble  Order 
of  the  Garter,  Knight  of  the  Most  Ancient  and  Noble 
Order  of  the  Thistle,  Great  Master  and  First  Princi¬ 
pal  Knight  Grand  Cross  of  the  Most  Honourable 
Order  of  the  Bath,  Knight  of  the  Most  Illustrious 
Order  of  St.  Patrick,  Knight  Grand  Commander  of 
the  Most  Exalted  Order  of  the  Star  of  India,  Knight 
Grand  Cross  of  the  Most  Distinguished  Order  of  St. 
Michael  and  St.  George,  Knight  Grand  Commander 
of  the  Most  Eminent  Order  of  the  Indian  Empire, 
a  Member  of  His  Majesty’s  Most  Honourable  Privy 
Council,  Field  Marshal  Commanding  the  Mediter¬ 
ranean  Forces,  and  High  Commissioner  for  the  Med- 
iteranean,  Grand  Master  of  the  United  Grand  Lodge, 
of  Ancient,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons  of  England, 
Sovereign  of  the  United  Orders  of  the  Temple  and 
Hospital  for  the  United  Kingdom,  Most  Eminent 
and  Supreme  Grand  Master  in  England  and  Wales 
and  the  Colonies  and  Dependencies  of  the  British 
Crown  and  in  Ireland,  Knight  Grand  Cross,  etc.,  etc.” 

The  Pro  Grand  Master  bears  and  carries  nearly 
as  many. 

There  is  appended  a  table  of  procedure  of  Provin¬ 
cial  Grand  Masters  and  of  District  Grand  Masters, 
a  list  of  Lodges  in  the  London  District,  and  of  District 
and  Provincial  Grand  Lodges,  also  a  complete  roll 
of  Lodges  and  a  roll  of  Royal  Ark  Mariner  Lodges  as 
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of  July  1909,  a  list  of  the  “Mark  Benevolent  Fund 
Festivals”  from  1869  to  and  including  1909,  with 
the  name  of  the  Chairman,  the  place  where  it  was 
held,  the  number  of  stewards  and  the  amount  realized 
for  benevolent  purposes,  the  largest  amount  having  been 
in  1900  when  it  was  over  5113  pounds,  being  equiva¬ 
lent  to  more  than  $25,500. 

The  next  or  42d  Annual  Festival  is  scheduled  to 
be  held  July  6,  1910,  and  in  the  announcement  it  is 
stated  that  “The  Fund  is  divided  into  the  Benevolent, 
Educational  and  Annuity  Branches^,  and  all  donations 
and  subscriptions  are  apportioned  equally  between 
these  three  objects.” 

In  their  list  of  pupils  they  have  eight  boys  and  four 
girls  and  in  their  Annuitants  they  have  five  males 
and  thirteen  widows. 

No  Report  of  Committee  on  Correspondence. 

R.  E.  U. 


FLORIDA. 

The  Grand  Chapter  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  the 
State  of  Florida  assembled  in  its  Sixty-third  Annual 
Convocation  in  the  Masonic  Temple  in  the  City  of 
Jacksonville,  at  10:00  o’clock  a.  m.,  Tuesday,  May  11th, 
A.  D.  1909,  A.  I.  2439. 

M.  E.  Comp.  John  H.  Weddell,  Grand  High  Priest, 
presented  his  address.  From  it  we  gather  that  Cap¬ 
itular  Masonry  in  Florida  is  in  a  prosperous  condition. 
He  says: 
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“So  far  as  I  have  been  able  to  learn,  a  general  condition  of  harmony  and 
prosperity  has,  with  little  exception,  left  its  marks  upon  the  closing  year.” 

Of  the  new  Temple  recently  dedicated  by  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  Florida  at  Jacksonville,  he  says: 

“I  did  not  have  the  pleasure  of  being  present  at  the  dedication  of  this  new 
Temple  by  the  Grand  Lodge.  But  although  late,  I  may  be  permitted  to  add 
my  congratulations,  on  the  occasion  of  holding  this  Grand  Convocation  in 
our  new  Masonic  home;  and  to  express  the  hope  that  it  may  be  the  abiding 
place  of  every  virtue  inculcated  and  every  righteous  aspiration  encouraged 
in  all  Masonic  teaching,  for  the  good  of  the  Fraternity  and,  in  its  own  way 
and  degree,  for  the  betterment  of  all  the  brotherhood  of  our  common  human¬ 
ity.” 

Florida  lost  one  of  her  Past  Grand  High  Priests  by 
death,  M.  E.  William  E.  Anderson,  Grand  High  Priest 
in  1884.  From  the  memorial  we  learn  that: 

“On  the  night  of  November  twelfth,  nineteen  hundred  and  eight,  M.  E. 
Companion  Wm.  E.  Anderson  died  suddenly  in  his  home  at  Pensacola,  of 
an  age  ripe  for  the  harvest  and  the  gathering  in  for  another  life.  A  man  of 
sterling  qualities,  devoted  at  all  times  to  the  cause  of  every  claim  upon  his 
faith  and  duty,  he  was  held  in  high  esteem  as  one  whose  life  was  that  of  a  use¬ 
ful  citizen,  a  consistent  Christian  and  a  faithful  and  efficient  member  of  the 
Craft,  which  he  served  with  credit  and  distinction  in  Lodge  and  Chapter 
alike.” 

We  find  the  report  of  Deputy  Grand  High  Priest 
Comp.  J.  R.  Keller  very  interesting,  and  for  its  histor¬ 
ical  interest  clip  the  following  relative  to  Florida  Chap¬ 
ter,  No.  1: 

“On  Monday  April  12,  I  met  with  Florida  Chapter,  No.  1,  at  Tallahassee 
and  was  received  with  the  courtesy  and  kindness  which  characterize  our 
Companions  of  the  capital  city. 

4*  «4»  4^  4*  4*  4*  4*  4*  •4»  4<  4* 

4*  'p  #p  4*  4*  4*  4*  4*  4^  4*  4*  4*  4^ 

Florida  Chapter  is  in  a  flourishing  condition.  It  has  a  wide  field  from  which 
to  draw  its  materials;  its  officers  are  well  skilled  in  the  Chapter  work;  it  is 
well  supplied  with  the  paraphernalia,  implements  and  furniture  to  enable 
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them  to  confer  the  degrees  in  an  impressive  manner.  The  financial  con¬ 
dition  is  good  and  the  records  well  kept. 

Many  years  have  passed  since  I  first  attended  a  Masonic  meeting  in  the 
hall  occupied  by  this  Chapter.  The  memories  and  traditions  clustering 
about  it  impressed  me  then  with  great  force  and  this  feeling  returns  with  re¬ 
newed  strength,  whenever  I  am  again  admitted  within  its  sacred  portals. 
I  am  reminded  that  it  was  the  birth  place  of  Capitular  Masonry  in  Florida; 
it  was  here  that  the  first  Royal  Arch  Chapter  began  its  work;  it  was  here 
that  the  Grand  Chapter  was  organized  in  1847,  and  until  1875  its  Annual 
Convocations  were  here  held;  its  walls  are  adorned  with  portraits  of  Duval, 
Brown,  Hayward,  Shine,  John  B.  Taylor  and  other  distinguished  Companions, 
by  whose  efforts  the  Grand  Chapter  was  successfully  established. 

When  I  examined  the  Charter,  I  noticed  that  it  was  dated  in  1887  and  re¬ 
called  the  fact  that  the  original  Florida  Chapter  became  dormant  during 
the  years  of  depression  which  accompanied  the  reconstruction  period.  A 
few  years  later,  some  faithful  Companions  repaired  the  breaches  in  its  walls 
and  sought  permission  to  rebuild  the  sacred  fire  upon  its  altar.  The  authority 
was  granted  but  under  a  new  Charter.  The  old  membership  was  largely 
represented  in  the  new  organization,  the  Chapter  received  the  old  name  and 
number,  retained  the  records,  archives,  jewels,  furniture  and  other  property 
of  the  mother  Chapter  and  I  think  that  the  old  Chapter  should  have  been  re¬ 
vived  under  its  original  Charter,  so  that  its  identity  might  have  been  pre¬ 
served.  This  can  still  be  done  and  I  recommend  that  there  be  appropriate 
action  for  this  purpose  at  the  coming  convocation  of  the  Grand  Chapter. 

All  the  reports  of  the  Deputy  Grand  High  Priests 
contain  matter  of  interest  but  not  of  a  nature  to  make 
excerpts  possible. 

The  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest  thus  concludes  his 
very  thorough  and  able  report: 

“And  now  Companions,  this  is  the  record  of  my  work  during  the  year, 
which  must  be  submitted  for  final  inspection  to  those  overseers  to  whom  it 
will  be  committed  for  their  judgment,  and,  by  them,  for  your  judgment. 
If  there  are  errors  or  blemishes  in  it — as  likely  there  are — they  are  not  the 
result  of  carelessness,  but  must  be  attributed  to  a  want  of  skill  not  yet  acquired 
by  sufficient  experience.  However,  I  may  have  used  it,  I  have  appreciated 
and  enjoyed  your  confidence  in  being  willing  to  entrust  me  with  the  conduct 
of  an  office  of  so  great  importance  and  responsibility.  I  thank  you  for  that 
confidence,  and  for  the  honor  which  is  a  sufficient  reward  for  all  the  efforts 
that  could  be  made  to  deserve  it.  I  have  not  been  so  situated  as  to  be  able 
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to  profit  as  much  as  I  would  like  to  have  done,  by  the  experience  and  judg¬ 
ment  of  other  Companions  who  have  gone  this  way  before  me,  whether  in 
needed  advice  or  in  confirmation  of  my  own  judgment.  But  those  whose 
experience  I  have  been  able  in  any  way  to  invoke,  have  most  cordially  and 
promptly  responded  to  my  wishes,  and  I  thank  them  for  their  kindness.  The 
first  precaution  I  took  was  to  ask  the  Grand  Secretary  to  keep  me  advised  of 
anything  that  would  require  my  attention,  that  nothing  might  be  omitted, 
and  I  knew  then,  as  I  know  now,  that  his  friendship,  and  familiarity  with  every 
detail  could  be  relied  upon.  I  thank  him  for  the  help  of  his  valuable  co-oper¬ 
ation  in  all  things  and  at  all  times. 

Within  a  short  while,  another  will  have  been  chosen  to  conduct  the  affairs 
of  this  Grand  Chapter,  and  to  him  I  cheerfully  resign  the  jewel  and  gavel, 
with  the  wish  that  the  coming  year  may  bring  to  him  as  much  pleasure  as 
the  closing  year  has  brought  to  me.” 

If  any  one  wants  to  know,  the  financial  condition 
of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Florida  is  epitomized  in  the 
following:  J 

‘‘We  have  examined  the  books  and  vouchers  of  the  Grand  Treasurer  and 
the  Grand  Secretary,  and  find  them  correct  with  a  balance  on  hand  in  the 
treasury  of  $4,962.13. 

We  find  outstanding  check  No.  103  of  $10.00  making  a  net  balance  of 
$4,952.13  divided  as  follows: 


Grand  Lodge  Bonds  . $2,500.00 

Cash  in  Bank  . 2,462.13 


Total  . $4,962.13 

We  recommend  the  following  appropriations  for  current  expenses  of  the 

Grand  Chapter. 

Pay  roll  attached  . $  703.42 

Salary  Grand  Secretary  .  200.00 

Extra  Clerical  Aid  .  50.00 

Contingent  Fund  .  500.00 


$1,453.42 

There  is  no  report  on  Foreign  Correspondence. 
Samuel  Pasco,  N.  E.  Grand  High  Priest. 

Wilber  P.  Webster,  R.  E.  Grand  Secretary. 


S.  B. 
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GENERAL  GRAND  CHAPTER. 

The  Thirty-third  Triennial  Convocation  of  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  the  United 
States  of  America  convened  at  the  Masonic  Temple, 
in  the  city  of  Boston,  Massachusetts,  beginning  on 
Tuesday,  June  19th,  Anno  Inventionis,  2436,  Anno 
Domini,  1906,  at  11.30  o’clock,  A.  M. 

We  have  heretofore,  in  former  reviews,  had  occasion 
to  refer  to  the  eloquence  of  prayer,  but  we  do  not  now 
recall  any  more  impressive  than  the  following,  offered 
at  the  opening  of  the  General  Grand  Chapter: 

“Almighty  and  Eternal  God,  Thou  Great  I  Am,  who  hast  sent  Thymes- 
senger  into  every  age  and  clime;  Thou  who  hast  employed  thousands  of 
institutions  for  the  forwarding  of  man’s  progress,  the  upbuilding  of  character 
and  the  improvement  of  his  moral  and  social  nature,  gratefully  we  recognize 
Thy  hand  in  the  Institution  of  our  noble  Craft  and  Thy  goodness  in  its  pre¬ 
servation  and  prosperity.  May  Thy  benediction  rest  upon  us.  As  we  are 
gathered  in  this  General  Grand  Chapter  in  Thy  name  may  Thy  spirit  knit  us 
closer  and  closer  together  in  the  bonds  of  fraternal  love;  give  us  a  common 
vision  of  the  possibilities  of  our  Craft,  and  strengthen  us  in  a  faithful  adherence 
to  the  principles  we  have  espoused  at  the  Altar  of  Masonry.  Unite  North 
and  South,  East  and  West,  into  a  common  brotherhood  and  fire  us  with  a 
renewed  fidelity  to  our  country.  Deepen  within  us  the  sense  of  our  obliga¬ 
tions  as  Masons;  preside  over  all  our  deliberations  and  crown  them  with 
abundant  results  for  the  advancement  of  the  Craft  in  all  that  is  best.  And 
to  Thy  great  name  shall  be  the  praise,  now  and  forevermore,  Amen.” 

In  the  following  sustained  and  resonant  tone, 
Companion  Arthur  G.  Pollard,  General  Grand  High 
Priest  opened  his  address: 

“Companions:  At  a  season  of  the  year  when  nature  is  putting  on  her 
loveliest  robes,  and  when  the  crisp  morning  air  is  filled  with  warblings  of  the 
heralds  of  comming  summer  days  — at  a  time  when  the  general  business 
conditions  of  the  country  are  such  as  to  inspire  hope  and  assurance— at  a 
point  in  the  history  of  Capitular  Masonry  when  peace  and  harmony  prevail 
in  all  the  departments  of  Masonic  work  which  fall  within  the  jurisdiction  of 
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this  Grand  Governing  Body,  when  the  General  Chapter  is  the  recipient  of 
universal  expressions  of  loyalty  and  abiding  confidence  from  the  various 
organizations  over  which  its  influence  extends,  and  when  the  old-time 
fundamental  principles  of  our  Institution  are  acknowledged  to  be  an  increas¬ 
ing  power  for  good  in  the  betterment  of  the  social  and  moral  conditions  of 
men — under  most  auspicious  circumstances  which  may  rightfully  awaken 
hope,  and  trust,  and  courage,  in  our  deliberations  for  the  promotion  of 
interests  incidental  to  our  profession  as  Royal  Arch  Masons — we  are  as¬ 
sembled  at  this  Thirty-Third  Triennial  Convocation  of  this  General  Grand 
Chapter  at  the  time  and  place  designated  by  the  committee  to  whom  the 
matter  was  referred  at  our  last  Triennial  Convocation,  to  legislate  for  the 
welfare  of  Capitular  Masonry  throughout  the  jurisdiction  of  the  United 
States. 

I  congratulate  you,  Companions,  on  the  prosperity  which  prevails  in  all 
the  departments  of  the  Royal  Craft.” 

With  reference  to  the  question  of  conferring  the 
Capitular  degrees  upon  Master  Masons  made  under 
the  auspices  of  Scottish  Rite  Masonry,  he  says: 

“The  condition  of  affairs  in  the  Masonic  jurisdiction  of  the  island  of  Porto 
Rico  has  caused  me  considerable  embarrassment  and  preplexity  in  respect 
to  the  matter  of  the  conferring  the  Capitular  degrees  upon  Master  Masons 
of  the  lodges  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Porto  Rico  which 
was  formed  and  is  held  under  the  auspices  of  Scottish  Rite  Masonry. 

The  decision  of  my  honored  predecessor  in  the  office  of  General  Grand 
High  Priest,  as  announced  in  his  address  at  the  Thirty-Second  Triennial 
Convocation  of  this  General  Grand  Chapter  relative  to  the  eligibility  of  Master 
Masons  for  Capitular  degrees  from  lodges  working  under  Charters  from  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  Porto  Rico,  was  in  favor  of  the  acceptance  of  petitions  of 
brethren  of  lodges  which  work  under  the  Scottish  Rite. 

%\*  vl*  *1*  *1*  *1*  ^  kL* 
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I  most  sincerely  hope  for  the  good  of  Capitular  Masonry  in  Porto  Rico 
and  to  the  end  that  justice  maybe  secured  relative  to  the  rights  of  all  parties 
in  interest,  that  this  matter  may  receive  at  this  convocation  such  proper 
and  careful  attention  as  its  importance  demands  and  that  as  a  result  equity 
may  be  established  in  accordance  with  a  just  and  liberal  interpretation  of 
the  rules,  regulations,  and  customs  made  and  provided  for  the  government 
of  the  Craft.” 


We  would  like  to  quote  the  whole  of  Rev.  William 
Harman  van  Allen’s  address  on  “Freemasonry  as 
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Related  to  the  Church  and  the  Home.”  We  have 
enjoyed  all  of  it.  Here  is  the  beginning: 

“I  do  not  know  whether  the  last  music  of  the  orchestra  was  intended  as 
a  delicate  suggestion  of  what  was  likely  to  come  when  a  parson  speaks  in 
Masonic  gatherings  or  not.  [“Onward  Christian  Soldiers.”] 

Mark  Twain  tells  a  story  of  his  first  meeting  with  President  Grant.  He 
was  taken  into  the  office  of  the  President  in  the  White  House,  and  introduced 
by  the  Senator  from  Missouri  as  Mr.  Samuel  L.  Clemens,  the  well  known 
humorist.  Grant  put  out  a  cold  hand  and  took  Clemen’s  hand,  held  it  in 
silence  and  dropped  it,  and  nothing  was  said  until  Mark,  not  knowing  what 
else  to  say,  said,  “Mr.  President,  I  feel  embarrassed.  Do  you? 

*1*  vl.  O.  vj.  kT.  vj.  vjy  vO  ^L. 

«T*  «T*  'J»  *1*  »!» 

‘ 4 1  heard  a  story  the  other  day  by  one  of  my  cleri  cal  brothers,  apropos 
of  the  importance  of  speaking  clearly  and  directly,  of  an  ocean  steamer  in 
very  rough  weather,  when  it  seemed  to  the  travellers  not  experienced  in  storms, 
as  if  surely  she  must  be  going  down;  and  a  quiet,  shrinking,  thin  little  pas¬ 
senger  came  to  the  captain  and  asked,  ‘Do  you  really  think  we  are  going  to 
sink?’  and  the  captain  reassured  him  as  best  he  could,  that  he  did  not  think 
she  would  sink  right  away  at  any  rate.  But  the  passenger  persisted,  4  Do 
you  think  we  are  going  to  sink?  I  really  would  like  to  know.  I  am  not  afraid, 
you  know,  but  are  we  going  to  sink?’  The  captain  made  some  quieting  and 
encouraging  reply;  but  the  passenger  said,  ‘Captain  if  we  are  going  to  sink, 

I  wish  you  would  give  me  five  minutes’  notice.’  The  captain  thought  that 
a  very  strange  request  and  asked  him  why.  ‘If  we  really  are  going  to  sink, 
my  mother-in-law  is  on  board,  and  I  would  just  like  a  chance  to  tell  her  a 
few  plain,  simple  truths  before  we  go  down.’ 

So,  I  suppose  that  is  why  I  am  here,  to  tell  you  a  few  plain,  simple  things 
about  Freemasonry  in  its  relation  to  the  Church  and  the  Home,  of  Free¬ 
masonry  as  a  world-power  in  that  special  aspect  of  its  connection. 

I  do  not  mean  to  tell  you  a  string  of  funny  stories  merely,  for  here  we 
have  something  very  well  worth  thinking  about,  and  very  well  worth  rejoic¬ 
ing  in.  Those  of  us  who  have  travelled  have  discovered  what  it  means  to  be 
a  Mason  around  the  world,  when  we  have  known  in  the  dark  as  in  the  light. 
Arab  and  Parsee,  Chinese  and  Egyptian,  with  brethren  of  our  land,  and  of 
all  the  European  civilizations;  known  them  all  as  fellows  of  one  great,  splendid 
craft,  wherever  men  hold  to  the  worship  and  the  service  of  one  ever-living 
and  true  God,  however  imperfectly  known  or  named. 

One  does  find  a  world-power  under  the  square  and  compass.  The  compass 
marks  out  fully  its  restricting  circle;  the  square  proves  and  tests  character; 
and  the  greatest  of  the  Three  Great  Lights  gives  us  knowledge  of  God  and  of 
ourselves,  such  as  is  found  nowhere  else.  One  land  only  in  all  the  lands  of 
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civilization  groans  under  the  burden  of  an  apostate  grand  lodge.  The  cor¬ 
ruption  of  the  best  is  the  worst;  and  French  Masons  are  no  longer  free  in  the 
knowledge  of  the  truth,  but  slaves  of  degrading  and  darkening  error.  The 
light  in  them  is  the  darkness  of  atheism. 

But  my  topic  is  Freemasonry  in  the  Church  and  the  Home.  And  so  I 
bid  you  consider  how  there  are  three  great  fundamental  Divine  institutions, 
the  Family,  the  Church,  and  the  State.  These  three  agree  in  one,  for  they 
make  up  Society.  Without  them  all,  Society  is  incomplete;  and  all  concep¬ 
tions  of  Society  ignoring  any  one  of  these  three  are  radically  wrong.  All 
human  institutons,  unrelated  to  every  one  of  these  three,  are  worthless, 
and  worse  than  worthless;  and  man  living  apart  from  any  one  of  these  insti¬ 
tutions  suffers  a  grievous  and  irreparable  loss.  The  Family  is  the  first  in 
the  order  of  time,  and  in  the  order  of  importance,  for  the  Church  and  the 
State  alike  exist  only  to  perpetuate,  under  the  Divine  benediction,  the  Family. 
"It  is  not  good  for  man  to  be  alone. ”  ‘ ‘ God  setteth  the  solitary  in  f amilies.’  ’ 

And  then,  that  the  Divine  benediction  may  be  outpoured  continuously  upon 
that  which  it  constituted,  comes  the  Church,  equally  Divine,  whose  founda¬ 
tions  are  upon  the  holy  hill,  Jerusalem,  which  is  above,  the  Mother  of  us 
all,  whose  Builder  and  Maker  is  God.  And  last  of  the  three,  and  the  fruition 
of  the  first  two,  comes  the  State,  equally  Divine:  "The  powers  that  be  are 
ordained  of  God.  ” 

Freemasonry  in  all  its  hierarchy  has  a  definite  relation  to  each  of  these, 
a  relation  of  helpfulness  and  blessedness. 

There  is  a  certain  sacrosanct  phrase,  repeated  very  often  in  our  ears,  how 
in  our  obligations  there  is  nothing  whatever  contrary  to  our  social  and  other 
duties,  be  they  what  they  may.  We  have  proved  the  truth  of  that  assur¬ 
ance.  We  have  found  that  as  Free  Masons  we  are  better  citizens,  better 
Churchmen,  better  members  of  the  family.  Is  it  questioned?  Look  at  the 
typical  Masons  right  here,  and  the  typical  Masons  of  the  world,  and  see 
leaders  everywhere  men  universally  honored  and  honorable.  Come  close 
home.  Look  at  the  present  Governor  of  this  Commonwealth,  and  at  his 
predecessor,  here  at  our  banquet-board,  Masonic  brethren  of  our  own,  who 
show  and  have  shown  us  that  a  free  government  is  a  government  of  laws,  not 
of  men,  by  being  men;  so  that  we  feel  that  we  are  not  using  empty  formali¬ 
ties,  when  we  speak  of  “their  Excellencies." 

It  is  sometimes  alleged  that  Freemasonry  is  a  foe  to  the  home.  There 
are  freak  imitations  of  Freemasonry,  as  of  everything  else  that  is  good,  even 
of  the  Christian  Church.  I  have  no  right  to  answer  for  what  attitude  the 
Christian  man  take  towards  the  imitations,  and  I  recognize  that  it  is  possible 
to  abuse  and  pervert  even  good  things.  But  no  man  was  ever  a  worse  son; 
no  man  was  ever  a  less  faithful  husband;  no  man  was  ever  a  less  tender  father, 
for  the  obligations  of  Freemasonry.  They  tell  us  unhappy  bachelors  that 
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sometimes  feminine  curiosity  is  a  little  prone  to  jealousy  of  the  lodge,  be¬ 
cause  the  portals  of  the  lodge  are  tyled.  But  the  ladies  ransacked  the  Temple 
the  other  night — I  saw  them  doing  it — and  I  am  sure  that  they  found  there 
no  mystery  of  iniquity  concealed.  They  saw  things  at  their  worst  as  well 
as  at  their  best,  and  they  learned  that  behind  our  doors  is  nothing  they  need 
be  jealous  of.  For  Freemasonry  stands  for  friendship,  and  friendship  is 
never  a  rival  of  love,  but  a  stay  and  support  of  love.  That  love  which  comes 
from  a  man  who  has  no  friends  is  a  very  narrow,  bitter  sort  of  stream.  They 
tell  us  how  “friendship  is  love  without  the  wings,”  by  which  I  suppose  the 
cynic  who  made  up  the  proverb  meant  that  it  does  not  fly  away  so  swiftly. 
Let  us  take  his  word  in  a  deeper  sense,  that  friendship  does  not  soar  so  high ; 
but  the  man  who  is  capable  of  friendship  has  a  fuller  stream  of  love  from  a 
deeper  spring  of  character  to  pour  out  as  a  libation  upon  his  own  hearthstone 
than  the  solitary  man  who  draws  away  from  the  close  friendship  and  fellow¬ 
ship  of  comrades  and  companions.  So  far  from  being  a  foe  to  the  home, 
Masonry  recognizes  and  emphasizes  the  sanctity  of  the  home  in  its  sacred 
obligations;  and  in  honoring  the  Holy  Scriptures  of  the  Old  and  New  Testa¬ 
ments,  Masonry  protects  the  home  to  its  end,  by  recognizing  the  indissolu¬ 
bility  of  that  tie  which  perpetuates  the  home — that  tie,  I  mean,  of  a  lawful 
and  blessed  marriage  which  death  only  can  dissolve. 

Which  of  us,  that  has  seen  the  Masonic  brethren  watching  with  the  sick, 
burying  the  dead,  or  ministering  with  extended  hand  the  bounty  of  Masonic 
benevolence  to  the  widows  and  orphans,  has  failed  to  realize  how  the  home 
has  a  strong  ally  in  Masonry? 

What  of  the  Church?  There  are  two  ecclesiastical  rulers  who  frown  on 
Masonry:  The  Pope  of  Rome  and  the  first  Apostle  of  Zion.  I  do  not  mean 
anything  invidious  by  that  juxtaposition,  though  I  suggest  that  it  is  sig¬ 
nificant  to  the  thoughtful  mind.  But  I  observe  that  the  first  of  those  eccles¬ 
iastics  has  recognized  and  approved  a  society  which,  so  far  as  outward  glance 
can  judge,  is  a  kind  of  Freemasonry,  which  pays  Freemasonry  the  sincerest 
of  all  forms  of  flattery.  Freemasons  have  no  grudge  against  the  Knights 
of  Columbus;  but  they  smile,  I  think,  with  a  little  amusement,  at  the  ful- 
minations  which  condemn  us  and  bless  them.  As  for  Dowie,  I  am  myself 
a  plain  companion  of  the  Royal  Arch.  I  know  not  those  awful  mysteries 
of  Perfection  which  we  saw  illustrated  in  some  of  the  upper  chambers  of 
the  Masonic  Temple  the  other  night;  but  I  confess  as  I  looked  at  some  of  the 
photographs  on  the  walls,  I  should  almost  have  fancied  that  John  Alexander 
himself,  in  all  the  splendor  of  his  First  Apostle’s  robes,  was  standing  there. 

Masonry  is  not  a  religion,  but  it  is  or  should  be  made  up  solely  of  religious 
men.  And  there  is  a  great  distinction.  If  Masonry  were  a  religion,  then 
between  it  and  the  Christian  Church  there  would  be  warfare,  because  the 
Christian  Church  is  indeed  intolerant,  in  the  spiritual  field,  of  any  rival. 
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There  is  one  Lord,  one  God,  and  one  Church.  Define  it  how  you?please,  in 
whatever  breadth  of  inclusiveness,  there  cannot  be  more.  But  Masonry  is 
made  up,  I  say,  of  religious  men,  and  — let  us  acknowledge  frankly — ordi¬ 
narily  of  Christian  men,  for  Masonry  opens  upon  its  altar,  not  the  elder 
covenant  only,  but  the  whole  of  the  Bible.  Masonry  dedicates  its  Blue 
Lodges  to  the  holy  Sts.  John,  one  of  whom  was  a  Jewish  prophet,  but  the 
other  of  whom  was  a  Christian  bishop;  and  Masonry  shows  on  every  side 
types  that  are  fulfilled  only  in  the  Christian  religion. 

In  those  branches  of  the  Order  which,  by  the  theory  of  their  foundation, 
go  back  to  pre-Christian  times,  like  the  Blue  Lodge,  like  the  Chapter,  the 
membership  of  other  monotheists,  like  the  Mussulman,  is  allowed,  because 
they  do  worship,  even  if  imperfectly,  our  God.  But  it  is  a  grievous  per¬ 
version  of  Freemasonry,  which  causes  great  scandal  to  the  outer  world, 
when  any  Mason  says,  “Masonry  is  my  church.”  For  Masonry  points  up¬ 
ward  to  the  fulness  of  light  and  truth. 

My  eyes  discern  perhaps  more  readily  than  the  eyes  of  some  of  you  the 
meaning  of  the  symbols  and  the  ceremonials  of  Masonry  from  its  beginning, 
as  far  as  we  have  travelled  together  at  any  rate:  the  lessons  of  reverence  and 
order  everywhere  inculcated,  the  mystic  interpretations  that  speak  to  us 
of  the  deep  sacramental  things  hidden  under  the  outward  visible  sign;  so 
that  I  say  a  good  Christian  finds  himself  fortified  by  Masonry,  in  his  grasp 
on  the  Christian  faith;  and  a  non-Christian  in  Freemasonry  finds  himself 
led  on,  if  he  yield  himself  to  the  leading,  — led  onward  to  a  fuller,  deeper 
grasp  of  the  things  invisible  that  are  adumbrated  by  the  Masonic  signs. 

What  is  the  High  Priest’s  mitre  but  the  reminder  of  that  “Holiness  unto 
the  Lord”  inscribed  upon  the  mitre  of  the  elder  High  Priest?  What  is  the 
pot  of  incense  but  to  bring  to  our  memory  the  gifts  that  the  wise  men  bore 
to  the  Babe  in  Bethlehem?  What  do  we  see  in  the  Twelve  jewels  that  blaze 
upon  the  breastplate  but  a  reminder  of  the  twelve  great  princes  whose  names 
are  in  the  foundation-stones  of  the  new  Jerusalem,  the  Twelve  Apostles, 
princes  in  all  lands,  judging  the  elect?  And  everywhere  in  Freemasonry* 
the  center,  the  inspiration  of  it  all,  is  the  open  Bible  in  the  language  of  the 
lodge  and  of  the  Chapter.” 

Treasure  after  treasure  presents  itself,  for  here 
follows  the  address  of  Right  Worshipful  Charles  T. 
Gallagher.  But  we  must  draw  the  line  somewhere. 
Companions!  get  the  Proceedings  of  the  General 
Grand  Chapter  for  1906  and  enjoy  it  all.  We  can  not 
forbear  just  this  one  extract  from  his  address  on 
“ Statesmanship  as  based  on  Brotherhood.” 
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“A  majority  of  the  members  of  the  Constitutional  Convention  and  a  ma¬ 
jority  of  the  signers  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence,  as  you  know  and 
have  heard  it  often  repeated,  were  Masons.  The  first  jurist  of  Virginia, 
John  Marshall,  who  as  Chief  Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States 
defined  the  Constitution,  giving  it  stability  and  permanency,  explaining 
its  meaning  and  its  relations  to  government  for  all  time,  honored  the  Fra¬ 
ternity  by  his  membership.  Peyton  Randolph,  cultured,  scholarly,  aris¬ 
tocratic  perhaps,  who  presided  over  the  first  Continental  Congress,  and  John 
Hancock,  presiding  over  the  first  Congress  and  a  signer  of  the  Declaration 
of  Independence,  are  enrolled  on  our  list.  The  only  name  to  be  found  as  a 
signer  of  all  the  State  documents  of  his  time,  the  Declaration,  the  Consti¬ 
tutional  Convention,  the  Treaty  of  Alliance  with  France  and  of  Peace  with 
England,  is  that  of  Benjamin  Franklin;  among  the  seventeen  trades  and  pro¬ 
fessions  with  which  he  is  credited  he  found  time  to  be  active  in  Masonry  in 
Philadelphia  before  the  institution  had  been  established  by  charter  in  America, 
and  in  writing  and  print  to  have  produced  interesting  and  instructive 
Masonic  Reading,  Active  in  his  zeal  he  journeyed  to  Boston  and  procured 
from  Henry  Price,  then  Grand  Master  for  North  America,  a  charter  for  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  thus  in  1734  established  the  Second  Grand  Lodge  on  this  con¬ 
tinent.  A  statesman  and  a  diplomat;  he  is  properly  classed  as  one  of  the 
greatest  minds  this  country  has  every  produced;  a  man  of  whom  it  is  said 
“his  staff  in  peace  was  no  less  potent  than  the  sword  of  Washington  in  war." 
However  we  may  differ  politically  with  them,  we  claim  a  just  pride  that  it 
served  the  purpose  of  the  busy  statesmen,  Andrew  Jackson  and  Henry  Clay, 
to  take  time  from  their  duties  to  adorn  the  office  of  Grand  Master  respect¬ 
ively  in  Tennessee  and  Kentucky.  Shall  we  continue  the  line  into  every 
State  of  our  Union  that  each  of  you  may  recognize  a  multitude  of  favorite 
sons  with  whom  you  would  exchange  mutual  feelings  of  pride?  The  limita¬ 
tions  of  time  and  speech  will  not  permit,  but  noble  examples  speaking  for  all 
cannot  fail  to  interest  us.  The  reverent  mention  of  the  noble  Garfield,  a 
lock  of  whose  hair  in  a  golden  urn  reposes  in  the  archives  of  our  Massachusetts 
Grand  Lodge,  and  of  that  other  sainted  man  of  our  profession  and  Frater¬ 
nity  William  McKinley,  suffice  to  ennoble  our  minds  and  thoughts  in  con¬ 
templating  the  greater  duties  of  life;  of  each  of  them  it  may  be  recorded,  as 
was  said  of  William  the  Silent,  “He  lived  the  faithful  ruler  of  a  brave  people, 
and  when  he  died,  children  cried  in  the  streets.” 

The  history  of  Freemasonry  in  Europe  is  the  history  of  modern  progres¬ 
sive  civilization  in  the  countries  where  it  has  flourished; — the  royal  families 
of  Northern  Europe  have  been  its  patrons;— -Frederick,  the  great  states¬ 
man  of  Prussia,  added  the  double-eagle  to  the  Scottish  Rite,  and  the  present 
ruler  of  Great  Britian,  when  heir  to  the  throne,  felt  it  not  beneath  his  dignity 
to  lay  aside  his  wand  of  office  to  take  up  the  gave'l  as  Grand  Master. 

But  the  names  prominent  in  our  minds  and  on  our  lips  at  the  mention 
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of  statemen  in  our  Order  are  our  first  and  our  latest  Presidents:  The  im¬ 
mortal  Washington,  the  foremost  Mason;  enshrined  in  our  hearts  with  the 
devotion  allotted  by  a  more  imaginative  people  to  the  calendar  of  saints; 
among  his  last  written  communications  he  reaffirms  his  devotion  to  the  prin¬ 
ciples  of  Masonry  in  language  that  classes  it  among  the  models  for  state 
papers,  and  was  sent  to  various  Grand  Lodges  prepared  with  as  much  dignity 
and  care  as  attended  his  “farewell  address.”  It  was  my  privilege  within 
a  few  months  after  our  present  Chief  Executive,  Theodore  Roosevelt,  became 
a  Mason  to  hear  him  deliver  before  the  Pennsylvania  Grand  Lodge  in  Phil¬ 
adelphia,  an  address  on  Washington  and  his  relations  to  Masonry;  an  address 
which  showed  his  full  grasp  not  only  of  Masonic  principles,  not  learned  by 
him  in  his  short  experience  as  a  Mason,  but  learned  as  a  statesman  should 
know  them;  and  these  principles  from  the  statesman’s  standpoint  he  applied 
to  breemasonry  to  exemplify  how  truly  they  fitted  with  its  principles  and 
teachings;  and  in  a  masterly  manner  showed  how  completely  equipped  was 
the  true  Masdn  for  citizenship  and  high  position;  his  audience  were  veterans 
in  Freemasonry  from  all  over  the  United  States,  and  he  won  their  admi¬ 
ration  by  his  practical  grasp  and  application  of  the  subject.  Never  shall  I 
forget  his  ringing  words  on  the  relations  that  should  exist  between  men  in 
Freemasonry  and  the  practical  application  of  their  principles  to  every-day 
life; — the  view-point  of  the  individual  for  the  other  individual,  the  doctrine 
of  the  Golden  Rule,  another  form  of  his  use  of  that  common  term  “a  square 
deal.”  The  address  was  delivered  in  the  midst  of  the  heat  and  strife  of  the 
great  coal  strike  then  in  progress  in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  and  his  con¬ 
cluding  words  thrilled  every  hearer: — “If  we  could  get  the  wage-workers 
and  the  employers  in  any  given  occupation  or  in  any  given  district  in  a  lodge 
together  I  would  guarantee  the  result;  I  would  guarantee  what  would  happen.’’ 
The  address  was  by  a  statesman  of  a  statesman,  and  the  bases  of  its 
expressions  are  found  in  the  ritual  of  our  Order.  While  it  may  be  true  that 
a  statesman  can  exist  without  being  a  Free  Mason,  equally  true  is  it  that  no 
true  statesman  can  exist  without  practising  in  his  daily  and  public  life 
the  teachings  that  are  professed  in  our  Institution.” 

Then  comes  the  admirable  address  of  Ex-Gover¬ 
nor  John  L.  Bates: 

“You  will  find  Masonry  on  the  islands  of  the  sea.  King  Kalakaua  of  the 
Hawaiian  Islands  was  an  active  Mason,  and  when  he  visited  this  city  thirty 
years  ago  was  entertained  by  a  Masonic  lodge.  The  Fiji  Islands,  once  sup¬ 
posed  to  be  destitute  of  fraternal  feeling,  have  had  a  Masonic  lodge  for  over 
thirty  years.  So  have  the  Society  Islands.  Nor  has  San  Salvador  been 
overlooked,  the  island  where  Columbus  first  landed.  It  too  has  its  lodge. 
You  can  find  it  on  the  Island  of  Saint  Helena,  where  Napoleon, — the  incar- 
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nation  of  the  Spirit  of  War, — died.  Lodges  also  there  are  in  the  Bahamas  and 
Bermudas.  You  will  find  them  in  the  Philippines,  as  your  delegates  have 
shown;  while  Masons  raised  their  banners  in  Cuba  and  Porto  Rico  long  be¬ 
fore  the  brave  American  boys  carried  the  stars  and  stripes  to  these  tyrannized 
islands.  You  will  find  it  in  the  Barbadoes;  yes,  even  at  the  ends  of  the  earth, 
in  Australia  and  New  Zealand,  this  great  fraternity  is  victoriously  pushing  its 
way  in  the  very  fore  ranks  of  the  hosts  of  civilization.  Under  Arctic  skies 
and  tropical  sun,  in  the  Occident  and  the  Orient,  North  and  South,  East 
and  West,  it  is  to  be  found,  promoting  the  spirit  of  brotherhood. 

But  how  can  it  be  a  world  power,  you  ask,  without  entering  into  politics? 
Masonry  is  not  confined  to  forms.  It  is  not  secrets  nor  whispers.  It  is  not 
to  be  found  within  the  four  walls  of  any  lodge  room.  Masonry  is  a  method 
of  living  that  teaches  men  to  love  their  fellowmen;  and  when  you  plant  that 
method  of  living  based  on  human  brotherhood,  among  men  of  different  races 
and  different  nationalities;  when  you  plant  it  in  the  hearts  of  men  in  the 
Americas  and  the  Asias,  in  Europe  and  in  Africa,  in  the  Greenlands  and  New 
Zealands,  from  the  center  to  the  remotest  bounds  of  the  earth,  in  civilization 
and  semi-civilization,  among  the  Teutons  and  the  Celts  and  Slavs,  the  Chinese, 
the  Burmese  and  the  Japanese;  when  you  plant  it  in  the  hearts  of  the  people 
and  in  the  hearts  of  Emperors,  Rulers,  Kings  and  Princes,  Presidents,  Schol¬ 
ars  and  Statesmen,  as  has  been  done,  then  you  have  a  world  power,  silent, 
uplifting,  irresistibly  weaving  chains  of  affection  and  good  will,  binding  na¬ 
tions,  deprecating  warfare,  insisting  on  fair  play,  justice  and  the  Golden 
Rule;  then  you  have  supplanted  suspicion  with  confidence,  hatred  with  love, 
and  made  possible  the  existence  of  tribunals  to  settle  the  disputes  of  nations, 
and  of  congresses  to  lay  down  the  principles  of  international  law.  By  so 
much  as  the  claims  of  love  are  stronger  than  the  bonds  of  fear,  by  so  much 
as  right  is  more  honorable  than  might,— by  so  much  has  the  spirit  of  brother¬ 
hood  more  of  power  to  promote  peace  and  to  prepetuate  harmony  among 
the  nations  than  has  the  thundering  of  cannon  or  the  showers  of  bursting 
shell. 

Go  with  me  tonight  far  down  to  South  America.  Climb  the  x*\ndes  on  the 
border-line  between  the  Argentine  Republic  and  Chile.  Go  to  the  highest 
accessible  point  on  that  border-line,  fourteen  thousand  feet  above  the  level 
of  the  sea,  and  there  you  will  find  upon  the  mountain’s  crest  a  huge  granite 
block,  that  by  great  labor  has  been  carried  there  from  far  below;  and  crowning 
it  you  will  find  a  colossal  figure  in  bronze,  called  the  “Christ  of  the  Andes,  ’’ 
the  Christ  holding  a  cross  in  His  hand.  Beneath  this  giant  figure  there  is 
this  inscription: — 
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“Sooner  shall  these  mountains  crumble  into  dust 
than  Argentines  and  Chilians  break  the  peace 
to  which  they  have  pledged  themselves  at  the 
feet  of  Christ  the  Redeemer.” 

Well  might  Chile  and  Argentine  rejoice.  Five  years  ago  they  were  on  the 
verge  of  war.  They  were  contracting  for  battleships  in  the  shipyards  of 
Europe.  They  were  spending  every  dollar  that  their  people  could  spare 
in  order  that  they  might  be  prepared  by  the  arbitrament  of  arms  to  settle 
a  boundary  quarrel  of  seventy  years  standing.  But  they  learned,  when 
the  crisis  came,  a  better  way.  Suddenly  the  heavens  cleared  and  the  whole 
cause  was  submitted  to  arbitration.  The  relief  was  great;  they  accepted 
cheerfully  the  result.  Good  will  came  into  their  hearts  in  place  of  the  hat¬ 
red  that  had  formerly  existed.  And  now  their  battleships  are  being  turned 
into  merchant  vessels,  their  former  military  appropriations  are  being  used 
for  the  building  of  highways,  the  furtherance  of  education  and  the  cure  of 
disease;  and  even  their  arsenals  have  been  turned  into  schools  for  manual 
training.  No  wonder  they  have  erected  a  monument  between  the  two  to 
keep  them  true  to  the  pledge! 

Masonry  is  throughout  the  world  today  erecting  in  the  hearts  of  men  the 
Christ  of  the  Andes,  making  possible  in  its  silent  but  irresistible  way  the 
increase  of  a  spirit  of  fraternity  among  men  that  stays  the  arm  that  would 
strike  in  an  unjust  cause.  It  is  promoting  in  its  silent  manner  peace  among 
nations  and  making  possible  the  arbitration  of  disputes  and  helping  to  bring 
forward  the  day,  so  long  looked  forward  to,  when  the  safety  of  the  weak  shall 
be  in  the  honor  of  the  strong,  the  day  when  the  sword  shall  give  place  to  the 
court  of  nations,  the  day  when 

“The  war  drum  shall  throb  no  longer,  and  all  the  battle-flags  be  furled, 

In  the  Parliament  of  man,  the  Federation  of  the  world.” 

From  the  address  of  Bro.  Sereno  D.  Nickerson, 
Recording  Grand  Secretary  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
Massachusetts,  we  clip  the  following: 

“We  have  the  oldest  Masonic  records  that  are  in  existence  on  this  con¬ 
tinent.  The  first  volume  contains  the  records  of  the  “Modern”  Grand 
Lodge,  which  was  established  by  Henry  Price,  under  authority  of  the  Grand 
Master  of  England,  in  1733.  This  is  the  volume  (showing  to  the  Brethren 
the  volume  referred  to).  The  contemporaneous  record  commences  in  1750. 
There  were  certain  previous  pages  left  blank  for  the  insertion  of  documents 
and  items  of  history  which  might  be  presented  to  the  Grand  Secretary  dur¬ 
ing  his  administration,  and  which  he  might  think  it  desirable  to  perpetuate  by 
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entering  them  in  the  records.  They  were  probably  modeled  after  the  records 
of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  England.  I  never  saw  the  latter,  but  Grand  Master 
Heard,  Grand  Master  in  1857,  1858  and  1859,  published  in  Moore’s  Mag¬ 
azine  an  article,  reprinted  afterwards  in  connection  with  the  proceedings  of 
the  Grand  Lodge  for  1871,  in  which  he  gave  a  fair  account,  I  think,  of  what 
he  found  in  the  earliest  records  of  that  Grand  Lodge.  Their  early  pages 
were  taken  up  largely  with  lists  of  Lodges,  even  giving  the  lists  of  members 
of  those  Lodges.  But  our  records  contain  nothing  of  the  kind. 

The  record  proper,  as  I  have  said,  commences  in  April,  1750,  and  in  the  ten 
or  twelve  previous  pages  are  the  deputations  to  Henry  Price,  and  two  of  his 
successors.  There  is  also  some  account  of  the  organization,  under  Pierce’s 
authority,  of  the  First  Lodge  in  Boston,  which  he  constituted  on  the  thir¬ 
tieth  of  August,  1733,  a  petition  therefor  having  been  presented  to  him  in 
the  previous  month. 

Following  the  account  of  the  First  Lodge  in  Boston  are  brief  items  of  im¬ 
portant  history  from  1733  to  about  the  time  when  the  contemporaneous 
record  commences.  One  of  the  most  important  items  given  in  this  collection, 
as  we  regard  it,  is  under  date  of  June  24,  1734,  in  which  it  is  stated  that  Ben¬ 
jamin  Franklin  came  to  Boston,  and  having  made  the  acquaintance  of  Grand 
Master  Price,  upon  his  return  to  Philadelphia  called  the  Brethren  there 
together  and  in  their  behalf  petitioned  Grand  Master  Price  for  authority 
for  a  Lodge  in  Philadelphia.  Some  objection  has  been  made  to  this  partic¬ 
ular  item,  especially  in  the  Proceedings  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Pennsylvania 
in  the  report  of  Foreign  Correspondence  of  last  year,  1905.  The  Chairman 
of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Correspondence  of  that  Grand  Lodge  finds 
fault  with  the  record  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Massachusetts,  because  there  is 
a  slight  erasure  in  the  first  reference  to  Franklin  in  that  paragraph.  It  is 
an  erasure  that  would  hardly  be  recognized  by  the  reader,  and  I  think  was 
probably  first  discovered  by  holding  the  page  up  to  the  light.  It  is  a  very 
trifling  erasure,  probably  no  more  serious  than  are  frequently  made  by  sec¬ 
retaries  at  the  present  day,  because  of  a  slip  of  the  pen.  It  is  perfectly  evi¬ 
dent  what  the  name  is,  and  the  same  form  exactly  occurs  twice  afterwards 
in  the  same  sentence,  without  any  erasure  whatever.  It  hardly  seems  to 
me  that  an  old  record  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  or  one  hundred  and  sixty- 
years  should  be  considered  as  unreliable  simply  because  a  penman  of  that 
day  made  the  slight  slip  to  which  I  have  referred.  ” 

The  whole  of  the  address  is  of  great  interest  to 
Pennsylvania  Freemasons. 

Joseph  E.  Dyas,  General  Grand  High  Priest. 
Christopher  G.  Fox,  General  Grand  Secretary. 

S.  B. 
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ILLINOIS. 

The  Sixtieth  Annual  Convocation  of  the  Grand 
Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  the  State  of  Illinois  convened 
in  the  Masonic  Temple,  City  of  Chicago,  on  Thursday, 
the  28th  day  of  October,  A.  D.  1909,  A.  I.  2439,  at 
10  o’clock  A.  M. 

M.  E.  Companion  Frederick  E.  Hoberg,  Grand 
High  Priest,  delivered  his  address  from  which  we 
quote  as  follows: 

“My  first  official  act  after  the  close  of  the  last  Annual  Convocation  was 
to  issue  the  usual  circular  dividing  the  jurisdiction  into  nine  districts  for 
visitation  and  assigning  them  to  the  charge  of  the  nine  Grand  Officers,  in 
compliance  with  Section  5  of  Grand  Chapter  By-Laws.” 

The  italics  are  ours.  Sounds  like  Commandery 
work  doesn’t  it? 

A  new  Chapter  was  constituted;  five  thousand 
dollars  of  the  funds  of  the  Grand  Chapter  were  in¬ 
vested.  Here  is  a  pointer  on  “official  bonds”: — -the 
Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Correspondence  says: 

“In  all  the  surety  bonds  which  I  have  been  privileged  to  examine  the  honesty 
of  the  officer  is  the  only  thing  that  is  guaranteed.  Now,  as  a  general  pro¬ 
position,  a  Masonic  body  does  not  require  that  the  honesty  of  its  officers 
shall  be  certified.  What  it  does  want  is  an  indemnity  for  any  loss  it  may 
sustain  by  reason  of  its  officers,  however  such  loss  may  occur.  If  some  of 
the  Grand  High  Priests  who  are  holding  ‘policies’  on  their  Secretaries  and 
Treasurers  will  carefully  read  the  same,  it  may  appear  that  Grand  Chapter 
is  not  in  all  respects  as  safe  as  was  supposed.” 

and  the  Grand  High  Priest  adds: 

“I  agree  with  the  Committee  on  Correspondence,  that  Grand  Chapter 
wants  an  indemnity  for  any  loss  it  may  sustain  by  reason  of  its  officers, 
however  such  loss  may  occur,  and  therefore  should  go  back  to  the  old  form 
of  bond,  and  if  the  surety  companies  will  not  furnish  such  a  bond,  the  Grand 
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Treasurer  and  Grand  Secretary  should  be  required  to  gives  bonds  with  per¬ 
sonal  security,  by  amending  our  law  accordingly.” 

Dispensations  were  issued  for  four  new  Chapters. 

The  following  dicisions  are  of  sufficient  interest  to 
bring  before  the  Craft  in  Pennsylvania  for  its  con¬ 
sideration  : 

I  have  made  the  following  decisions  which  I  consider  proper  to  report 
to  you: 

1.  I  received  a  letter  from  the  High  Priest  of  Goodbrake  Chapter  No. 
59  asking  if  a  Chapter  dimit  alone  is  sufficient  evidence  to  establish  the  fact 
that  the  holder  thereof  is  a  Royal  Arch  Mason. 

To  which  I  replied  that  the  rule  in  the  Chapter  is  the  same  as  in  the  Sym¬ 
bolic  Lodge,  viz.,  that  documentary  evidence  alone  is  not  sufficient  to  estab¬ 
lish  avouchment,  and  therefore  a  Chapter  dimit  alone  does  not  establish  the 
fact  that  the  holder  thereof  is  a  Royal  Arch  Mason. 

2.  I  received  a  letter  from  the  High  Priest  of  Pana  Chapter  No.  115 
asking  if  a  Mason  who  has  lost  his  left  hand  is  eligible  to  the  Chapter  degrees. 
To  which  I  replied  that  the  loss  of  the  left  hand  does  not  render  a  brother 
ineligibe  to  the  Chapter  degrees. 

3.  I  received  a  letter  from  Loyal  L.  Munn  Chapter  No.  96  stating  that 
a  brother  formerly  residing  at  Boston,  Massachusetts,  but  now  living  in  the 
jurisdiction  of  said  Chapter  had  petitioned  the  Chapter  for  degrees;  that 
petitioner  had  not  resided  one  year  in  Illinois;  that  the  Chapter  wished  to 
get  waivers  of  jurisdiction  from  the  Chapters  at  Boston,  and  asking  me  to 
advise  them  how  to  proceed  in  the  matter.  I  replied  that  Section  4  of  Grand 
Chapter  By-Laws  requires  that  every  candidate  for  Chapter  degrees  must 
have  resided  in  the  State  of  Illinois  one  year  next  preceeding  the  presenta¬ 
tion  of  his  petition;  waiver  of  jurisdiction  by  Chapters  at  Boston  where 
petitioner  resided  before  coming  to  Illinois  will  not  abrogate  this  rule. 

4.  I  received  a  letter  from  the  High  Priest  of  Meredosia  Chapter  No. 
11  stating  that  a  ballot  was  had  on  a  petition  for  degrees  in  said  Chapter 
and  petitioner  declared  elected,  but  that  petitioner  did  not  pay  the  fee  pre¬ 
scribed  by  the  by-laws  until  after  the  ballot  was  taken,  and  asking  if  the  ballot 
was  legal,  to  which  I  replied  that  the  failure  to  pay  the  fee  prescribed  by  the 
by-laws  before  the  ballot  is  not  such  an  irregularity  as  will  invalidate  the 
vote. 

5.  I  received  a  letter  from  Lanark  Chapter  No.  139  stating  that  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  said  Chapter  dimitted  in  1880  and  moved  to  South  Dakota,  and  claims 
he  never  affiliated  with  any  other  Chapter  and  has  lost  his  dimit  and  now 
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wishes  to  again  become  a  member  of  said  Lanark  Chapter,  and  asking  what 
course  should  be  pursued  in  the  case. 

I  replied  that  Lanark  Chapter  may  issue  a  duplicate  dimit  to  the  Com¬ 
panion  on  proof  of  the  loss  or  destruction  of  the  original,  and  proceed  as  in 
other  cases  of  petitions  for  membership. 

Great  care  should  be  exercised  by  Chapters  in  issuing  duplicate  dimits, 
particularly  in  cases  where  the  original  has  been  issued  so  far  back  as  the 
one  mentioned  above. 

6.  I  received  a  communication  from  Grand  King  Hallenbeck  asking 
me  to  make  an  official  decision  on  the  following  questions: 

First.  May  a  Chapter  hold  a  special  convocation,  in  the  Royal  Arch 
degree,  on  the  date  of  its  stated  convocation,  but  earlier  than  the  hour  named 
in  its  by-laws,  and  merge  the  special  into  a  stated  convocation  without 
formally  opening  the  stated,  or  must  it  close  the  special  and  open  the  stated 
in  full  form? 

Second.  If  you  decide  that  a  Chapter  may  merge  a  special  into  a  stated 
convocation,  what  form  is  to  be  used  when  opening  the  stated? 

Third.  If  you  decide  as  above,  should  the  Secretary  make  any  other 
record  of  officers  and  members  present  at  the  stated  than  at  the  special? 

Fourth.  If  you  decide  as  in  No.  2  above,  what  form  shall  be  used  for 
closing  the  Chapter?  Would  it  then  be  closing  a  stated,  or  a  special  and  stat¬ 
ed  convocation? 

My  decision  is  as  follows: 

First.  A  Chapter  may  lawfully  hold  a  special  convocation,  in  the  Royal 
Arch  degree,  on  the  date  of  its  stated  convocation,  but  earlier  than  the  hour 
named  in  its  by-laws  for  holding  stated  convocations.  If  the  business  of  the 
special  convocation  is  concluded  before  the  hour  arrives  for  holding  the  stated 
convocation,  the  Chapter  may  be  closed,  in  full  form,  or  be  called  from  labor 
to  refreshment  until  the  hour  for  holding  the  stated  convocation.  If  the 
business  of  the  special  convocation  is  not  finished  when  the  hour  arrives 
for  holding  the  stated  convocation,  the  High  Priest  should  then  declare  the 
Chapter  open  in  stated  convocation,  making  an  announcement  similar  to 
that  made  by  the  Master  of  the  Symbolic  Lodge  in  a  like  case,  and  proceed 
as  at  other  stated  convocations. 

Second.  There  is  but  one  form  for  opening  a  Chapter,  viz.,  that  form  found 
in  the  ritual;  there  is  no  short  form  for  opening  a  Chapter  for  any  purpose. 

Third.  The  Secretary  should  make  such  a  record  of  the  Chapter  pro¬ 
ceedings,  in  the  above  case,  as  conforms  to  the  facts. 

Fourth.  There  is  but  one  form  for  closing  a  Chapter,  viz.,  that  form 
found  in  the  ritual;  there  is  no  short  form  for  closing  the  Chapter  in  any  case. 
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In  case  above  mentioned  the  Chapter  should  be  closed  as  a  stated  convo¬ 
cation. 

In  conclusion  the  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest  says 
the  following: 

“I  wish  to  thank  our  Grand  Secretary  for  his  assistance  and  continued 
kindness  to  me.  Grand  Chapter  is  to  be  congratulated  on  having  so  faith¬ 
ful  and  efficient  a  servant.  I  should  not  be  true  to  myself  if  I  did  not  make 
this  declaration  to  you.  We  may  well  be  proud  of  his  interesting  and  brilliant 
work  as  Committee  on  Correspondence.  It  has  been  a  gratification  to  me 
In  perusing  the  proceedings  of  foreign  Grand  Jurisdictions,  to  note  the  in¬ 
terest  taken  in  his  reports,  beyond  the  limits  of  our  State.” 

to  which  we  say  yea!  yea!  and  amen! 

From  the  report  of  the  M.  E.  Grand  Secretary  we 
find  that  the  finances  are  in  a  healthy  condition,  that 
a  new  set  of  officers  jewels’  were  procured,  that  donations 
were  sent  regularly  through  the  year  to  two  infirm  and 
indigent  Companions  and  that  the  Grand  Secretary’s 
office  has  been  supplied  with  a  few  articles  of  neces¬ 
sary  furniture  and  equipment  and  needs  more. 

Illinois  has  29,169  members,  195  active  Chapters 
and  175  members  of  Chapters  not  reporting  and  Chap¬ 
ters  U.  D. 

We  have  read  with  great  interest  M.  E.  Comp. 
Warvelle’s  “  Observations  on  the  Order  of  High  Priest¬ 
hood.”  It  is  a  scholarly  and  exhaustive  treatise 
on  a  little  known  subject. 

The  Correspondence  report  by  M.  E.  Comp.  George 
W.  Warvelle,  with  its  addenda,  “  Observations  and 
Reflections”  has  the  same  old  go  and  snap  which  makes 
reading  this  writer  a  great  pleasure. 

Among  other  things  he  says: 
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“I  notice  that  many  of  the  guild,  and  not  a  few  Grand  High  Priests,  con¬ 
tinue  to  speak  of  “fraternal”  relations  with  “sister”  Grand  Chapters.  From 
this  I  infer  that  the  Grand  Chapter  speaking  is  to  be  regarded  as  the  mas¬ 
culine  (Jrater)  and  the  Chapters  spoken  of  as  the  feminine  (sorosis.)  If, 
however,  we  are  all  of  the  same  gender,  and  that  the  feminine,  would  it  not 
be  well,  for  the  sake  of  perspicacity  in  the  employment  of  words,  to  drop  the 
“fraternal”  and  to  speak  of  “sisterly”  relations;  or,  if  we  must  employ 
Latin  derivatives,  the  “sororital.”  ” 

Why  not  1  friendly  *  relations  with  other  Grand 
Chapters  and  thus  steer  safely  between  the  Scylla  and 
Charybdis  of  jrater  and  sorosis. 

The  entire  paper  is  a  delightful  and  readable  one 
but  one  from  which  excerpts  can  not  be  made  without 
marring  the  symmetry  of  the  whole. 

We  can  not  refrain,  however,  from  quoting  the 
conclusion  entire: 

“Conclusion.  The  year  has  been  prosperous  in  the  Capitular  world 
and  the  depressing  influences  which  late  commercial  disturbances  have 
occasioned  do  not  seem  to  have  reached  us.  As  I  used  to  depend  on  the 
statistics  gathered  by  the  late  Comp.  John  M.  Barlow,  of  blessed  memory, 
so  now  I  turn  to  the  table  compiled  by  his  successor,  Comp.  Geo.  A.  Kies. 
From  this  it  would  seem  that  the  total  membership  in  the  United  States, 
as  shown  by  the  latest  published  returns,  is  348,317,  distributed  among 
3,009  Chapters.  The  increase  for  the  year  is  21,221. 

The  largest  membership  is  that  of  New  York,  with  32,800  Royal  Arch 
Masons.  Pennsylvania  comes  next  with  28,177,  and  then  Illinois  with 
27,789.  These  are  the  “Big  Three.”  The  next  in  size  is  Ohio  with  25,689 
members  and  so  the  line  tapers  down  until  we  come  to  Nevada,  which  has 
but  373.  But  four  Grand  Chapters  show  a  membership  of  less  than  one 
thousand,  while  eleven  have  memberships  in  excess  of  ten  thousand. 

The  largest  increase  for  the  year  was  in  Pennsylvania,  which  shows  2,888. 
The  smallest  was  in  Nevada,  which  reports  31.  But  no  Grand  Chapter  shows 
a  net  loss.  All  report  gains  and  some  of  them  very  large  gains. 

The  contest  for  supremacy  lies  between  New  York,  Pennsylvania  and  Il¬ 
linois.  New  York  leads  us  by  a  wide  margin;  Pennsylvania  by  a  narrow 
one.  Our  increase,  however,  compares  favorably  with  both  of  the  others 
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and  I  fully  expect  to  see  the  day  when  the  Prairie  State  will  lead  the  van  as 
the  premier  Grand  Chapter  of  the  World. 

Henry  H.  Montgomery,  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest. 
George  W.  Warvelle,  R.  E.  Grand  Secretary. 

S.  B. 


INDIANA. 

The  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  the 
State  of  Indiana  assembled  in  its  sixty-fourth  Annual 

Convocation  at  the  Masonic  Temple,  in  the  City  of 

> 

Indianapolis,  at  2  o’clock  p.  m.,  on  Wednesday,  the 
20th  day  of  October,  A.  D.  1909,  A.  I.  2439,  it  being 
the  first  Wednesday  succeeding  the  third  Monday  in 
October,  1909. 

M.  E.  Robert  M.  H.  Britton,  Grand  High  Priest 
read  and  presented  his  report,  from  which  we  quote 
his: 

Conclusion.  These  are  my  official  acts,  for  your  consideration.  I 
have  tried  to  follow  the  Constitution,  General  Rules,  Regulations  and  By- 
Laws  of  our  Grand  Chapter.  If  I  have  made  errors,  I  assure  you  it  was  not 
from  choice,  but  simply  faulty  interpretation,  and  I  am  ready  to  abide  by 
your  judgment.  My  zeal  for  this  great  Institution;  my  earnest  desire  for 
more  Masonic  work,  prompted  me  to  write  the  report  on  Foreign  Corres¬ 
pondence,  our  M.  E.  Companion  Johnson,  chairman  of  that  committee  for 
so  many  years,  having  been  taken  from  us  by  death.  Being  in  possession  of 
about  fifteen  Grand  Chapter  Proceedings  at  that  time,  I  deemed  it  wise  and 
prudent  to  perform  that  duty  myself.  I  did  the  work  without  hope  of  fee 
or  reward. 

I  thank  all  Companions  who  have  so  cheerfully  and  kindly  assisted  me 
in  the  discharge  of  my  duty,  especially  Grand  Secretary  Prather.  The  work 
would  really  be  onerous  were  it  not  for  his  valuable  assistance  and  fund  of 
knowledge.  As  it  is,  he  does  the  work  and  we  get  credit.  May  he  live  long 
and  prosper;  may  his  smiling  countenance  and  his  affable  manner  be  with 
us  for  years  to  come. 
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And  now  Companions,  I  thank  you,  one  and  all,  for  the  honor  conferred 
upon  me  in  electing  me  to  this  high  office.  I  feel  just  as  important  as  Com¬ 
panion  Marshall.  He  is  Governor  of  everybody  in  Indiana,  and  I  am  gover¬ 
nor  of  all  the  Royal  Arch  Masons  in  Indiana,  including  His  Excellency.” 

The  R.  E.  Grand  Secretary  reports  “The  Royal 
Craft  in  Indiana,  as  usual,  is  in  a  most  healthy  and 
prosperous  condition.  ” 

The  financial  condition  is  excellent. 

The  total  membership  is  13207. 

The  report  of  Committee  on  Correspondence  comes 
from  the  pen  of  M.  E.  Comp.  Robert  M.  H.  Britton, 
the  retiring  Grand  High  Priest. 

The  report  is  a  condensed  record  of  the  salient 
points  gleaned  from  a  perusal  of  the  proceedings  of 
fifty  two  Grand  Chapters.  Pennsylvania  is  frater¬ 
nally  reviewed. 

The  report  ends  with  the  following  modest  vale¬ 
dictory  : 

“Companions,  we  hope  that  you  have  not  expected  too  much,  as  we  are 
only  neophytes  in  the  great  Capitular  repertoire  of  reviewers.  We  acknow¬ 
ledge  the  fact  that  it  is  almost  impossible  to  give  such  valuable  service  as 
did  our  late  venerable  and  beloved  Companion  Johnson.  However,  we  have 
tried  (cautiously,  understand)  to  do  the  best  we  could  under  the  circum¬ 
stances,  and  we  do  hope  that  you  will  find  some  few  things  that  will  interest 
and  please  you.  We  have  not  attempted  to  dictate  what  a  Grand  Chapter 
or  Companion  should  do  or  should  not  do,  as  we  believe  that  a  reviewer’s 
duty  is  not  to  dictate,  but  to  report  the  actual  circumstances,  as  we  all  differ 
in  our  manners  and  customs.  We  may  suggest  that  you  change  a  custom, 
but  we  must  not  mandate. 

We  thank  each  and  every  Grand  Chapter  for  the  privilege  of  perusing 
their  Proceedings.  We  wish  them  prosperity  and  harmony. 

With  kindest  regards  for  all  Royal  Arch  Masons,  wherever  they  may  be. 

Charles  M.  Worden,  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest. 

Calvin  W.  Prather,  R.  E.  Grand  Secretary.  S.  B. 
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IOWA. 

The  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  Iowa 
convened  in  its  Fifty-sixth  Annual  Convocation  in  the 
hall  of  Davenport  Chapter,  No.  16,  Royal  Arch  Mas¬ 
ons,  this  7th  day  of  October,  A.  D.  1909,  at  9 
o’clock  A.  M. 

From  the  address  of  General  Grand  High  Priest, 
Joseph  E.  Dyas,  of  the  General  Grand  Chapter  of 
Royal  Arch  Masons  of  the  United  States  of  America, 
made  in  response  to  the  greetings  of  Grand  High 
Priest,  M.  E.  Comp.  Louis  Block,  Grand  High  Priest 
of  Iowa,  we  extract  the  following  anent  the  General 
Grand  Chapter: 

“The  General  Grand  Chapter  was  organized  in  1797  by  committees  rep¬ 
resenting  three  Chapters  located  in  Massachusetts  and  New  York.  Its 
original  object  evidently  was  to  issue  charters  for  Chapters  in  unoccupied 
territory,  which  is  evidenced  by  the  fact  that  most  all  the  old  Chapters  in 
the  then  western  country  obtained  their  first  charters  from  the  national 
body.  Three^chartered  Chapters  in  a  state  or  territory  have  the  privilege 
of  forming  a^Grand  Chapter,  with  the  consent  of  the  parent  body,  and  with 
the  exception  of  Utah,  Grand  Chapters  are  now  extablished  in  every  state  and 
territory,  so  that  there  only  now  remain  eight  Chapters  in  Utah  and  one 
Chapter  each  in  Honolulu,  Manila,  Valparaiso,  Shanghai,  San  Juan,  Havana, 
and  Alaska — fifteen  in  all,  immediately  subordinate  to  the  General  Grand 
Chapter.  There  are  now  forty-six  Grand  Chapters  within  its  jurisdiction, 
representing  a  total  membership  of  nearly  three  hundred  thousand  Royal 
Arch  Masons. 

The  General  Grand  Chapter  fifty  years  ago  relinquished  all  supervision 
and  disciplinary  powers  over  Grand  Chapters,  and  since  that  time  has  sim¬ 
ply  been  an  advisory  body  as  to  Grand  Chapters — settling  disputes  between 
Grand  Chapters  should  they  be  submitted — and  deciding  questions  of  Cap¬ 
itular  law  whenever  such  questions  are  presented. 

The  use  of  the  ritual  of  the  General  Grand  Chapter,  and  which  you  have 
recently  adopted,  is  not  obligatory  on  any  Grand  Chapter,  or  subordinate 
Chapter,  except  those  Chapters  under  its  immediate  jurisdiction,  is  now  in 
use  in  seventeen  Grand  Jurisdictions,  and  is  the  ritual  more  in  use  than  any 
other. 
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I  have  given  a  brief  sketch  of  the  General  Grand  Chapter,  believing  it 
would  be  of  interest  to  you.  It  seems  so  far  removed  from  the  subordinate 
Chapters  and  the  officers  thereof  so  seldom  indulge  in  visitations  that  it  is 
not  remarkable  that  so  little  is  known  of  it,  and  in  many  instances  its  exist¬ 
ence  is  entirely  unknown  to  the  membership. 

I  have  endeavored  while  I  held  the  office  of  General  Grand  High  Priest 
to  visit  as  many  Grand  Chapters  as  possible,  for  the  purpose  not  only  of 
meeting  the  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  the  jurisdiction  and  thereby  bring  the 
Grand  Chapters  into  closer  relations  with  the  national  organization,  but 
also  because  it  is  always  a  pleasure  to  me  to  meet  any  assemblage  of  Royal 
Arch  Masons. 

As  much  as  my  absence  from  my  business  would  permit  I  have  visited 
Chapters,  both  Grand  and  subordinate,  in  nearly  every  section  of  this  coun¬ 
try,  and  my  observation  has  been  that  the  personnel  of  the  membership  is 
about  the  same  all  over — the  mainstay  of  our  progress  and  civilization — 
and  representing  the  highest  type  of  American  citizenship. 

Then  Most  Excellent  Grand  High  Priest  Louis 
Block  presented  his  address  from  which  we  make  the 
following  extract: 

Companions  of  the  Grand  Chapter: 

It  seems  but  a  few  short  hours  since  we  closed  the  Grand  Chapter  at  Water¬ 
loo,  and  bidding  one  another  ‘Good-Bye!’  journeyed  homeward  over  the  fair 
and  fertile  fields  of  lowh,  “rich  with  bounteous  nature’s  golden  harvest” 
to  take  up  the  work  of  another  year. 

But  since  that  time  the  red  and  golden  leaves  of  autumn  have  sunk  softly 
to  sleep  beneath  winter’s  snow-white  coverlet — only  to  find,  as  the  crowding 
hours  sailed  swiftLyriby,  that  the  green  grass  was  again  sprouting  beneath 
them  in  glad  response  to  the  spring  song  of  the  returning  birds. 

The  song  of  the  birds  has  blended  with  the  rhythmic  melody  of  summer’s 
rain,  broad  acres  have  once  more  yielded  their  abundance  and  the  hosts  of 
nature  have*  again  bedecked  themselves  with  their  golden  badges  to  meet 
again  in  autumn’s  great  convocation. 

Even  so,  my  Companions,  have  we  gathered  here  today  to  consider  the 
work  of  the  year  gone  by,  to  con  the  lessons  it  has  taught,  to  make  new  plans 
for  the  future,  to  share  in  soothing  sympathy  the  sorrows  it  has  brought,  and  in 
sweet  coiffihunion  to  double  the  joy  of  the  victories  we  have  won. 

The  Great  Architect  has  certainly  blessed  and  prospered  the  great  insti¬ 
tution  of  Masonry  with  a  most  generous  and  kindly  hand.  From  all  over 
the  "world  there  is  born  to  us  the  story  of  her  splendid  achievements.  We 
ejoice  at  the  glad  news  of  magnificent  temples  rearing  their  proud  heads 
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toward  heaven,  towering  symbols  of  liberty  and  light  among  the  nations, 
of  the  quick  relieving  hand  of  charity  carrying  instant  succor  to  the  sorely 
distressed,  of  strong  men  of  all  climes  and  nations  working  splendidly  and 
nobly  together  to  scatter  the  light  of  intelligence  in  dark  places  everywhere.” 

The  address  throughout  is  a  clear  and  comprehen¬ 
sive  record  of  an  able  administration. 

From  the  statistical  records  we  find  that  Iowa  has 
128  Chapters  and  a  total  membership  of  11,005. 

The  report  on  Correspondence  is  a  meaty  review 
of  the  Proceedings  of  55  Jurisdictions  from  the  pen 
of  P.  G.  H.  P.,  M.  E.  Comp.  W.  F.  Cleveland. 

It  gleans  intelligently  and  fully  the  field  of  Capitular 
Masonry.  The  summing  up  is  contained  in  the  fol¬ 
lowing,  somewhat  lengthy  but  valuable: 

“Conclusion.  As  we  bring  our  report  to  a  close,  after  a  careful  reading 
of  many  thousand  pages  of  the  printed  Proceedings  of  Grand  Chapters  dis¬ 
tributed  all  over  the  world,  we  find  ouselves  in  a  reflective  mood.  We  have 
derived  much  pleasure  in  searching  the  records  of  other  Grand  Chapters 
hoping  (sometimes  in  vain)  to  find  something  out  of  the  usual  that  might 
prove  interesting  if  not  instructive  to  the  Royal  Craft  of  Iow'a. 

If  we  were  quite  sure  that  these  reports  would  be  read  by  the  rank  and  file 
of  the  Companions  of  Iowa,  for  whose  benefit  they  are  prepared,  the  incen¬ 
tive  for  careful,  conscientious  work  would  be  largely  increased.  We  know 
that  the  Correspondence  Reports  are  not  as  accessible  to  the  Companions 
at  large  as  we  wish  they  could  be,  to  the  end  that  interest  might  be  awakened 
among  the  craft  regarding  the  great  work  that  is  being  done  in  Royal  Arch 
circles  throughout  the  world  in  the  dissemination  of  its  teachings  and  the 
upbuilding  of  the  institution  until  it  has  become  today  a  vital,  living  force, 
exerting  a  wholesome  influence  upon  society  at  large. 

In  again  presenting  the  results  of  our  research  we  would  urge  its  careful 
reading  by  the  Companions  throughout  this  jurisdiction,  a  large  amount  of 
information  would  thus  be  acquired  concerning  the  conditions  and  doings  in 
other  jurisdictions.  Nothing  of  a  startling  character  has  been  discovered. 
Peace  and  prosperity  continues  to  prevail  everywhere,  the  various  questions 
of  Masonic  law  and  practice  that  have  been  such  fruitful  subjects  for  discus¬ 
sion  and  controversy  in  the  past  have  been  relegated  to  the  rear  by  common 
consent,  especially  by  all  of  the  older  Correspondents,  as  having  become 
threadbare  if  not  finally  disposed  of. 
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A  free  discussion  of  these  burning  issues  has  not  always  resulted  in  a  re¬ 
conciliation  of  difference  of  opinions,  but  when  such  great  minds  as  Drum¬ 
mond,  of  Maine;  Wait,  of  New  Hampshire;  Hedges,  of  Montana;  Savery,  of 
Mississippi,  and  Barlow,  of  Connecticut,  all  now  deceased,  and  Warville,  of 
Illinois;  Duncan,  of  Louisiana;  Rugg.  of  Rhode  Island;  Hobson,  of  Oregon; 
Southgate,  of  North  Carolina;  Foster,  of  Colorado;  Chambers,  of  Quebec;; 
and  many  others  still  among  the  living  entered  upon  a  discussion  of  some 
important  subject  a  better  and  clearer  understanding  of  the  principles  in¬ 
volved  was  obtained,  which  largely  moulded  public  opinion,  and  influenced, 
legislation  along  lines  that  were  beneficial  to  Royal  Arch  Masonry  at  large. 

Some  Correspondents  confine  their  reports  to  a  brief  abstract  of  the  routine 
work  of  the  several  Grand  Chapters  when  in  annual  convocation  assembled,, 
without  making  any  comments  whatever.  We  have  always  felt  free  to  ex¬ 
press  our  own  individual  opinion  upon  any  question  that  seemed  to  suggest 
one,  it  being  understood  that  no  such  opinion  is  in  any  way  binding  uporr 
the  Grand  Chapter,  but  at  the  same  time  we  have  ever  endeavored  to  reflect, 
so  far  as  possible  the  concensus  of  opinion  of  the  craft  of  Iowa. 

During  the  years  that  we  have  had  the  honor  of  writing  the  Correspon¬ 
dence  for  this  Grand  Chapter  we  have  observed  a  most  decided  improvement, 
in  the  class  of  work  done  by  the  Grand  Chapters  in  the  way  of  annual  ad¬ 
dresses  of  Grand  High  Priests  and  reports  of  committees.  Under  the  mild 
criticisms  of  Masonic  writers  we  seldom  see  the  figurative  expressions  now 
that  were  so  common  a  few  years  ago  in  the  opening  sentences  of  an  address, 
viz:  “The  wheels  of  time  have  completed  another  circuit.”  “The  bells- 
of  time  have  sounded  the  close  of  another  year,”  or,  “Time  in  its  ceaseless, 
flight  has  brought  us  to  another  milestone  in  the  history  of  our  noble  order.” 
And  in  the  Obituary  Committee  reports  quite  versatile  methods  formerly 
attained  of  reporting  the  death  of  distinguished  Companions;  in  one  instance 
where  they  reported  the  death  of  six  Companions  different  figures  of  speech, 
were  used  in  each  casfe,  viz.:  One  “had  passed  the  vails,”  another  “had. 
laid  down  the  working  tools  of  life,”  and  “the  Grim  Reaper  has  been  busy  in 
our  ranks,”  “the  dread  Messenger  has  invaded  our  mystic  circle,”  “the- 
Great  Destroyer  has  striken  from  our  roll,”  etc.  We  wonder  if  there  had 
been  a  hundred  deaths  to  report  whether  their  versatility  would  not  have- 
been  put  to  rather  severe  test.  With  our  oft  repeated  belief  in  immortality 
and  a  resurrection,  why  should  we  refer  to  death  in  terms  of  dread?  Why  not. 
say  simply  that  “he  died”  or  “has  passed  away”,  but  these  methods  have: 
largely  disappeared  in  recent  years,  and  beautiful  thoughts,  gracefully  clothed 
in  chaste  language,  have  become  the  new  order  which  makes  the  work  of  the- 
reviewer  one  of  added  pleasure. 

Much  has  been  written  upon  the  subject  of  special  dispensations  to  re¬ 
ceive  and  ballot  on  petitions  for  the  degrees  of  the  Chapter  at  the  same- 
convocation,  regardless  of  the  wise  provisions  of  the  law  that  provide  that 
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time  shall  intervene  between  the  reception  and  ballot.  In  some  jurisdic¬ 
tions  this  practice  has  been  forbidden  by  law,  in  others  the  practice  still 
prevails  to  an  alarming  extent.  In  one  jurisdiction  the  Grand  High  Priest 
granted  213  dispensations  to  allow  the  balloting  out  of  time  during  five 
years,  an  average  of  more  than  forty  a  year.  Not  being  satisfied  with  such 
a  wholesale  business  as  this,  it  is  now  proposed  to  change  the  constitution 
so  that  subordinate  Chapters  may  be  allowed  to  receive  and  ballot  upon 
petitions  at  special  convocations. 

In  looking  backward  over  the  past  eight  years  during  which  we  have  writ¬ 
ten  the  Reports  on  Correspondence,  we  realize  that  many  changes  have  taken 
place  in  the  personnel  of  the  writers  on  Capitular  Masonry.  The  following 
distinguished  Companions  have  died  and  their  places  filled  by  others:  Drum¬ 
mond,  Barstow,  Simeon  S.  Johnson,  Stanton,  Montgomery,  Savery,  Mayo,. 
Hedges,  Wait,  Belcher,  Gardner,  and  Henderson,  names  to  conjure  up  pleas¬ 
ant  memories  of  the  past. 

While  Swain,  of  Wisconsin;  Johnson,  of  District  of  Columbia;  Lambdin, 
of  Georgia;  Shaver,  of  Kansas,  and  Ingersoll,  of  Tennessee,  are  still  living,, 
but  have  retired  from  the  reportorial  field. 

Companion  Edward  T.  Schultz,  of  Maryland,  is  still  dean  of  the  Corres¬ 
pondents,  having  written  thirty-two  consecutive  reports,  breaking  all  records. 

Still  with  the  great  loss  of  those  who  have  shed  luster  upon  the  fraternity 
that  they  loved  so  dearly  and  labored  for  so  faithfully,  their-  places  have 
been  filled  with  Companions  eminently  fitted  to  take  up  the  work  where 
they  laid  it  down,  and  maintain  the  high  standard  that  their  predecessors 
established. 

Words  of  good  cheer  come  to  us  from  everywhere  regarding  the  prosper¬ 
ous  condition  of  Royal  Arch  Masonry,  and  why  should  they  not  write  in  a 
hopeful  mood?  Never  did  the  future  of  Capitular  Masonry  look  brighter 
or  more  promising.  Healthy  financial  conditions  prevail,  and  the  growth  in 
membership  continues  in  all  sections  of  this  and  foreign  countries. 

This  may  prove  an  element  of  weakness  rather  than  strength,  but  let  us 
hope  not,  and  as  long  as  such  favorable  tidings  continue  to  come  to  us,  we 
will  accept  the  conditions  as  a  good  omen  of  still  greater  blessings  in  store 
for  us  as  a  people  and  a  fraternity.” 

George  W.  Ball,  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest. 

Alf.  Wingate,  R.  E.  Grand  Secretary. 

S.  B. 

KENTUCKY. 

The  Grand  Chapter  of  Kentucky,  Royal  Arch 
Masons,  held  its  Ninety-second  Annual  Convocation 
in  the  New  Masonic  Temple,  Louisville,  commencing 
October  19,  1909,  A.  I.  2439,  and  was  opened  in  ample 
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form  on  the  Royal  Arch  degree  at  8  o’clock  p.  m. 

M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest,  Laban  T.  Everett,  deliv¬ 
ered  the  address  which  is  a  business-like  paper  but 
from  which  we  find  nothing  to  quote  of  interest  to 
Capitular  Masonry  in  general. 

We  were  amused  at  an  amendment  to  a  By-Law 
re  Life  Membership  in  a  Subordinate  Chapter.  The 
original  By-Law  provides  for  a  free  Life  Membership, 
on  application,  after  a  period  of  fifteen  years’  con¬ 
tinuous  due  paying  and  the  payment  thereafter  of 
Grand  Chapter  Dues.  The  amendment  reads  “Pro¬ 
vided  that  he  (the  member)  pay  the  same  (the  Grand 
Chapter  Dues)  in  full  on  or  before  June  30,  otherwise 
he  shall  pay  fifty  cents  additional  for  the  year.” 

The  By-Law  first  makes  the  entitled  applicant  a 
Life  member  on  payment  of  Grand  Chapter  Dues 
and  then  provides  by  amendment  for  a  payment  of 
fifty  cents  more  than  the  Grand  Chapter  Dues.  If 
the  fifty  cents  is  a  penalty  for  non-payment  prior  to 
June  30  (and  here  is  where  the  laugh  comes  in)  then 
the  Chapter  is  asking  the  delinquent  to  pay  more 
than  he  can  pay,  for  it  is  inconceivable  that  a  member 
on  Grand  Chapter  Dues  only,  would  refuse  or  neglect 
to  pay  the  same  except  from  sheer  inability  so  to  do. 
It  seems  to  us  that  this  is  no  Life  membership  at  all 
and  that  the  By-Law  should  simply  provide  that  any 
member  having  continuously  paid  full  dues  for  fifteen 
years  should  on  his  application  have  his  dues  reduced 
to  the  sum  that  would  cover  Grand  Chapter  Dues. 
A  fine  for  non  payment  of  dues  is  a  novelty  in  Capitular 
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Masonry,  and  the  Committee  on  Jurisprudence  de¬ 
cided  a  fine  illegal. 

Kentucky’s  finances  are  in  good  shape  judging  from 
the  reports  of  the  Treasurer  and  the  Committee  on 
Finance. 

Kentucky  has  95  Chapters  and  a  membership  of 
7311. 

We  note  in  the  table  of  Grand  Secretaries,  that 
the  address  of  our  Grand  Secretary,  Charles  Cary,  is 
given  as  Montreal.  Comp.  Cary  has  been  under  no 
necessity  of  going  to  Canada,  his  address  is  still  Masonic 
Temple,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

The  Report  on  The  Doings  of  Grand  Chapters  is 
from  the  pen  of  Comp.  William  W.  Clarke. 

We  have  read  the  report  with  interest,  but  stubbed 
our  brain  on  the  italicised  word  in  the  following  under 
Connecticut: 

“Non-affiliates  generally  ar  ebrachy  metro  pic  all  right,  but  even  they  have 
some  rights,  and  we  are  glad  to  note  the  distinction  which  Companion  Kies 
so  accurately  draws.” 

Have  we  been  so  short-sighted  as  never  before 
to  have  met  this  word. 

Under  Iowa  and  re  the  liberal  granting  of  dispen¬ 
sations  he  says: 

“Companion  Cleveland’s  report  on  Correspondence,  his  seventh,  in  which 
he  reviews  the  proceedings  of  forty-seven  Grand  Chapters,  is  full  of  interest 
from  Alabama  to  Conclusion.  Kentucky  for  1907  receives  kind  notice. 
However,  he  dosen’t  like  the  habit  our  Grand  High  Priests  have  acquired  of 
granting  dispensations  to  ballot  out  of  time,  and  advises  as  follows:  “Take 
the  authority  entirely  away  from  the  Grand  High  Priest  and  see  how  satis¬ 
factory  it  will  work.”  But  it  works  with  entire  satisfaction  as  it  is.  We 
don’t  want  to  take  the  authority  from  the  Grand  High  Priest,  and  we  do 
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want  him  to  issue  the  dispensations.  The  trouble  is,  that  a  great  many  well- 
meaning  Companions  are  offering  us  advice  on  this  subject,  thinking  they 
understand  conditions  better  than  we  do,  when  the  reverse  is  true.  We  not 
only  understand  things  in  Kentucky  better  than  our  far-away  friends  do,, 
but  know  better  what  we  want.  We  made  the  law,  and  it  is  just  what  we- 
want  or  we  would  change  it.  As  for  the  adverse  criticisms,  we  rather  en¬ 
joy  them.  Fact!” 

Now,  surely  this  is  a  time  for  letting  Ephraim 
alone. 

Under  New  Hampshire  we  find  and  clip  the  following: 

"The  Grand  High  Priest  reported  one  decision,  which  we  quote: 

When  a  Royal  Arch  Mason  who  has  been  suspended  from  membership' 
for  non-payment  of  dues  is  reinstated  or  restored  to  membership  by  vote- 
of  the  Chapter,  does  he  by  that  vote  regain  his  membership  and  may  he  at 
once  take  part  in  the  business  of  the  Chapter,  or  must  he  first  sign  the  by¬ 
laws? 

Answer:  The  restoration  of  a  suspended  member  does  not  technically 

imply  a  restoration  of  membership  (which  has  not  been  lost)  but  a  restora¬ 
tion  to  the  full  exercise  of  the  functions  and  enjoyments  of  the  privileges  of 
the  Chapter.  Therefore,  it  would  not  be  necessary  that  one  thus  restored 
to  such  privileges  should  again  sign  the  by-laws. 

This  decision  is  to  be  commended  for  its  accuracy  of  statement;  it  is  more: 
to  be  commended  for  the  distinction  which  it  draws, — a  distinction,  we  regret 
to  say,  sometimes  overlooked  by  Masons  of  high  reputation.  The  haziness, 
of  this  subject  in  the  minds  of  some  Masonic  jurists  is  difficult  of  being  un¬ 
derstood.  We  note  that  the  Committee  on  Doings  of  Grand  Officers,  in 
affirming  this  decision,  and  with  the  decision  declaring  that  the  member 
does  not  lose  membership  by  being  suspended,  before  it,  said:  We  approve 
the  decision  of  the  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest  regarding  the  signing  of  the  by¬ 
laws  by  a  Royal  Arch  Mason  restored  to  membership,”  (italics  ours),  thus- 
ignoring  the  very  gist  of  the  decision.” 

Here  is  a  very  nice  distinction.  Suspension  does 
not  work  loss  of  membership,  only  the  right  to  ex¬ 
ercise  and  enjoy  the  privileges  thereof.  Mr.  Sus¬ 
pended  one  you  are  still  a  member,  but  "you  can’t 
come  in.”  Get  to  work,  therefore,  all  ye  Jurisdic¬ 
tions  and  revise  your  nomenclature. 
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The  practical  working  of  Suspension  is  to  drop  the 
name  of  the  suspendee  from  the  roll  of  members, 
eliminate  him  from  the  ledger  and  otherwise  wipe 
him  off  the  slate.  In  Pennsylvania,  the  one  sus¬ 
pended  for  non  payment  of  dues,  by  paying  the  same 
within  a  year,  may  be  reinstated  by  a  majority  vote 
of  the  Chapter,  i.  e.  restored  to  membership  (?)  or 
to  put  it  fine,  restored  to  the  privileges  of  member¬ 
ship.  But,  after  the  expiration  of  the  year  he  must 
petition  in  the  usual  way,  stand  the  ballot  test,  pay 
admission  fee  and  sign  the  By-Laws.  Now  if  sus¬ 
pension  does  not  mean  loss  of  membership  actually 
and  really  and  truly,  what  does  it  mean? 

This  under  New  Mexico  indicates  just  a  little 
restiveness  under  the  supreme  control  view: 

“A  form  of  By-Laws  for  subordinate  Chapters  was  adopted.  Altogether, 
it  is,  we  believe,  as  good  a  form  as  could  be  adopted.  It  is  noticeable,  par¬ 
ticularly  for  its  brevity,  there  being  only  six  articles,  and  no  article  having 
sections.  But,  seriously,  cannot  such  matters  be  left  to  the  subordinate 
Chapters,  only  requiring  them  to  conform  their  by-laws  to  the  Constitution 
and  regulations  of  Grand  Chapter?  Is  no  discretion,  no  authority  what¬ 
ever  to  be  left  to  the  subordinate  Chapters?  Article  V.  for  instance, 
prescribes  the  order  of  business.  Could  that  not  be  left  to  the  subordinate 
Chapters?  Must  the  subordinate  Chapters  at  every  meeting,  conform 
to  that  particular  order,  without  any  authority  to  vary  it,  whatever  be  the 
necessity  for  it? 

We  confess  to  a  belief  that  it  is  neither  wise  or  Masonic  to  strip  the  sub¬ 
ordinate  bodies  of  every  vestige  of  their  ancient  rights;  and  we  sincerely  de¬ 
plore  the  tendency,  every  where  seen,  to  do  that  very  thing.” 

Pennsylvania  is  fully  reviewed  and  Comp.  Clarke 
gets  back  at  our  Comp.  Penman  in  this  style: 

“We  shall  insist  on  Companion  Penman  getting  our  statement  as  we 
made  it.  We  did  not  say  either  in  words  or  in  substance  that  “ because 
a  candidate  is  admitted  to  the  Lodge  (italics  ours)  he  is  ipso  facto,  worthy 
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to  be  admitted  to  the  Chapter;”  but  we  did  say  that  "any  Mason  who  was 
worthy  to  be  advanced  to  the  Master’s  degree,  was  worthy  of  exaltation,” 
In  other  words:  The  worthiness  that  rendered  him  morally  eligible  to  re¬ 
ceive  the  Master’s  degree  was  a  degree  of  worthiness  that  would  render  him 
morally  eligible  to  receive  the  Royal  Arch  degree.  Surely  he  notes  the  dis¬ 
tinction  between  the  two  statements,” 

It  was  just  letting  slip  that  little  but  important 
word  “ worthy”.  Comp.  Penman  never  meant  to  be 
unfair  to  you  and  couldn’t  be  unfair  to  any  one. 

You  say  "any  Mason  who  was  worthy  to  be  ad¬ 
vanced  to  the  Master’s  degree,  was  worthy  of  exalta¬ 
tion.”  That’s  it,  isn’t  it?  But  why?  Suppose  he 
was  worthy  when  advanced  to  the  Master’s  degree 
and  before  he  applied  for  the  Capitular  degrees  be¬ 
came  unworthy.  That  is  possible,  isn’t  it?  Now 
because  he  was  worthy  doesn’t  of  necessity  mean 
that  he  is  now  worthy  does  it?  Didn’t  you  mean  to 
say  that  any  worthy  man  should  be  advanced,  not 
for  his  sake  alone  but  for  the  sake  of  the  Fraternity 
as  well?  ,u 

And  this  is  Companion  Clarke’s  conclusion 

"Conclusion.  In  the  foregoing  report  we  have  reviewed  the  proceedings 
of  all  Grand  Chapters  which  reached  us;  some  ,  for  the  reason  that  they  were 
not  received,  we  regret,  have  been  omitted. 

In  the  writing  of  the  report  we  have  endeavored  to  let  the  actors  in  the 
proceedings  reviewed  speak  for  themselves,  hence  there  will  not  be  found 
therein  much  original  matter;  indeed,  except  where,  to  our  mind,  it  was 
imperiously  called  for,  as  where  some  principle  of  Masonic  law  was  involved, 
or  fact  of  Masonic  history  disputed,  or  act  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Kentucky 
was  questioned,  we  have  not  obtruded  our  opinions.  We  believe  the  ex¬ 
periment  was  not  altogether  successful;  and  should  the  Grand  High  Priest 
devolve  on  us  the  duty  of  writing  this  report  next  year,  we  will  pursue  another 
plan. 

The  reports  of  all  Grand  Chapters,  scarcely  without  exception,  show  the 
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existence  of  conditions  highly  gratifying — harmony  among  the  workmen, 
with  a  steady  increase  in  numerical  strength. 

One  thing  probably,  that  strikes  the  attention  of  the  reviewer  is  the  mark¬ 
ed  decrease,  in  the  number  of  decisions  reported  by  Grand  High  Priests, 
indicating,  we  think,  a  high  degree  of  Masonic  attainments  and  learning 
on  the  part  of  those  called  to  high  places  in  the  subordinate  bodies. 

Our  kindest  regards,  and  our  best  wishes  to  those  who  labor  with  us  and 
to  those  who  are  dear  to  them.” 

G.  Allison  Holland,  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest.  - 
Henry  B.  Grant,  R.  E.  Grand  Secretary. 

S.  B. 


MAINE— 1909. 

The  M.  E.  Grand  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  Maine 
met  in  Eighty-Fourth  Annual  Convocation  at  Masonic 
Hall  in  Portland,  on  Tuesday  evening,  May  4,  A.  D. 
1909,  A.  I.  2439,  at  seven  o’clock. 

There  were  present  the  Grand  Officers  and  104  rep¬ 
resentatives,  representing  55  of  the  59  Chartered 
Chapters,  and  quite  a  number  of  permanent  members 
of  the  Grand  Chapter,  and  31  Grand  Representa¬ 
tives,  this  Grand  Jurisdiction  being  represented  by 
M.  E.  G.  H.  P.  Franklin  R.  Redlon. 

The  Grand  High  Priest’s  annual  address  is  a  brief, 
clear  statement  of  the  condition  of  the  Craft  in  Maine, 
an  enumeration  of  his  official  acts  and  recommenda¬ 
tions. 

Inter  alia,  he  says:  “From  my  own  observation,  and  from  the  reports 
of  the  various  inspecting  officers  that  I  have  received,  I  find  the  Chapters  in 
this  state  in  a  most  prosperous  condition;  we  now  number,  in  chapters  and 
companions,  the  largest  in  our  history,  all  working  in  harmony  and  with 
very  little  variation  in  either  floor  or  ritualistic  work,  due  I  am  convinced 
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to  the  loyal  and  painstaking  efforts  of  the  officers,  and  in  consequence  of  the 
system  of  the  regular  inspection  of  each  chapter  in  the  jurisdiction  at  least 
once  a  year.  I  find  that  a  visit  of  a  member  of  the  Grand  Chapter  acts  as  an 

0 

incentive  to  the  companions  to  do  better  work,  to  attend  in  larger  numbers, 
and  knowing  that  they  are  to  be  visited  by  a  different  officer  each  year,  who 
has  had  an  opportunity  to  observe  how  other  chapters  work,  spurs  them  on 
to  their  best  endeavors  least  they  fall  behind  their  companions  in  their  rendi¬ 
tion  of  the  work.  I  cannot  speak  too  highly  of  this  system  which  has  wrought 
such  a  marked  change  in  the  work  of  the  subordinate  chapters.’’ 

The  first  part  of  the  above  paragraph  is  gratifying 
and  the  latter  part  is  in  strict  accord  and  harmony 
with  sentiments  we  have  heretofore  expressed  in  re¬ 
viewing  the  proceedings  of  other  Grand  Jurisdictions. 
We  are  heartily  in  favor  of  visitations,  not  only  by 
“a  member  of  the  Grand  Chapter”,  but  by  the  Grand 
Chapter  officers  as  a  body  when  possible.  Such  has 
been  the  practice  in  Pennsylvania  and  we  know  great 
good  has  been  the  result. 

We  congratulate  the  Grand  Jurisdiction  of  Maine 
on  the  conservative  policy  of  the  Grand  High  Priest 
in  the  use  of  his  power  to  grant  dispensations.  We 
heartily  endorse  his  refusing  a  dispensation  to  receive 
and  ballot  on  the  petition  of  a  brother  in  less  than 
legal  time  of  residence.  We  have  heretofore  given 
expression  to  our  opinion  and  our  reasons  therefor 
on  this  subject — see  Massachusetts  1908  in  this  volume. 
It  is  also  commended  by  the  Committee  on  Doings 
of  the  Grand  Officers. 

The  Grand  High  Priest  made  six  official  visitations, 
regarding  which  he  says: 

“I  found  each  one  doing  excellent  work,  in  good  financial  standing,  and  at 
each  meeting  a  large  number  of  distinguished  companions  whom  it  was  a 
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pleasure  to  meet.  At  all  these  meetings  a  banquet  was  served  at  the  close 
of  the  work  and  many  a  pleasant,  social  and  profitable  hour  was  passed.” 

Under  the  head  of  “Recommendations’’  the  G.  H. 
P.  calls  attention  to  the  need  of  some  kind  of  a  certifi¬ 
cate  or  diploma  in  the  nature  of  a  traveling  card  that 
can  be  carried  by  companions  in  the  same  manner  as  a 
certificate  issued  by  the  Grand  Lodge,  and  suggests 
that  “a  liberal  appropriation  be  made  to  defray  the 
expenses  of  the  officers  entitled  to  attend  the  General 
Grand  Chapter  of  the  U.  S.,  which  meets  in  November 
of  this  year  at  Savmnnah,  Ga.,  to  the  end  that  the  dig¬ 
nity  of  this  Grand  Chapter  may  be  upheld  on  that 
occasion.  ” 

In  concluding  his  address,  the  G.  H.  P.  says: 


“Thus  briefly,  Companions,  have  I  given  you  the  result  of  the  year’s  work; 
the  duties  have  been  arduous,  but  the  compensation  in  friendships,  courtesy 
and  good  fellowship  have  more  than  offset  any  personal  inconveniences. 

“Our  beloved  order  stands  on  a  higher  plane  than  ever  before,  and  it  is 
for  us  and  those  that  follow  us  to  maintain  this  high  standard.  Let  us  do 
nothing  that  will  tend  to  lower  ourselves  or  Capitular  Masonry  in  the  position 
that  we  now  hold,  but  rather  strive  for  higher  aims,  so  that  future  genera¬ 
tions  will  look  back  upon  our  efforts  with  the  same  veneration  which  we 
give  to  those  of  the  fathers,  always  remembering,  as  an  incentive  to  higher 
and  nobler  efforts,  that  in  the  past  Maine  in  Masonic  affairs  has  always  fol¬ 
lowed  its  motto,  Dirigo,  and  from  the  intellectual  minds  of  its  members  have 
gone  forth  decisions  which  have  affected  the  whole  Masonic  world.” 

The  reports  of  the  Deputy  G.  H.  P.,  the  Grand  King, 
the  Grand  Scribe  and  the  four  District  Deputy  G.  H. 
P.s,  while  they  cover  about  25  pages,  are  made  up 
almost  entirely  of  accounts  of  their  visits  to  subordi- 
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nate  Chapters.  From  these  reports  the  following 
composite  statement  could  be  deduced  without  strain 
on  the  facts: 

“The  Chapter  has  a  nice  hall,  well  furnished,  takes  good  care  of  its  par¬ 
aphernalia,  records  well  kept,  marks  fairly  well  up  but  somewhat  neglected, 
work  done  excellently  or  fairly  well,  financial  condition  satisfactory,  good  or 
splendid,  Secretaries  somewhat  negligent  about  sending  notices  to  the  members 
and  to  visiting  officers.  At  all  of  my  inspections  banquets  have  been  served 
and  the  social  hour  spent  among  old  and  new  friends,  after  the  work  was  done, 
was  greatly  enjoyed  by  me  and  I  think  it  was  a  feature  in  each  visit.  It  has 
been  my  aim  to  make  such  suggestions  and  corrections  as  seemed  necessary 
which  would  prove  of  benefit  to  the  Chapters,  and  they  have  been  received 
in  the  same  fraternal  spirit  as  given.” 

That  statement  is  eminently  warranted  by  the  said 
reports  and  is  evidence  of  the  possible  good  results 
from  regular  annual  visits  to  the  subordinate  Chapters 
from  officers  or  representatives  of  the  Grand  Chapter. 

About  nine  pages  are  devoted  to  “Memorials”  to 
the  illustrious  dead  of  other  Grand  Jurisdictions,  the 
opening  words  of  which  are: 

“The  portals  of  the  grave  stand  ever  open.  As  the  silent  procession  wends 
its  way  across  the  threshold,  there  comes  no  time  for  their  closing.  They  stand 
wide  for  us  all.  Meanwhile  many  eminent  companions  have  preceded  us. 

“  It  has  been  said: 

“Our  fathers  find  their  graves  in  our  short  memories,  and  sadly  tell  us  how 
we  may  be  buried  by  our  survivors. 

“Oblivion  is  not  to  be  hired.  The  greater  part  must  be  content  to  be  as 
though  they  had  not  been — to  be  found  in  the  register  of  God,  not  in  the  record 
of  man.” 

In  these  “Memorials”  under  the  head  of  Penn¬ 
sylvania  we  find: 

“Matthias  Holstein  Henderson,  33d,  P.  G.  M.,  P.  G.  H.  P.,  died  at  his 
home  in  New  Castle  September  18,  1908,  and  was  buried  by  the  Grand 
Lodge.  He  was  a  good  citizen  who  will  be  greatly  missed  by  his  fellows; 
and  his  loss  to  the  Masonic  fraternity  of  Pennsylvania  is  almost  irreparable 
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He  became  a  Mason  at  the  age  of  twenty-three,  and  was  elected  Master 
of  his  lodge  within  a  few  months  thereafter;  and  from  that  hour  he  was  a 
worker  for  the  Craft.  He  was  a  charter  member  of  three  subordinate  bodies 
and  a  working  officer  in  them  all.  In  Grand  Lodge  and  Grand  Chapter  he 
was  chairman  of  important  committees,  being  on  the  Correspondence  Com¬ 
mittee  of  the  Grand  Chapter  sixteen  years;  and  in  both  his  writings  and  his 
addresses  he  displayed  a  devoted  adherence  to  the  ancient  usages  and  land¬ 
marks.  ” 

“James  Shallcross  Barber,  33d,  P.  G.  H.  P.,  P.  M.  P.  G.  M.  was  born  in  Con¬ 
necticut,  and  died  in  Philadelphia  April  1,  1908.  Though  he  was  not  made  a 
Mason  until  thirty-two  years  of  age,  yet  he  became  one  of  the  best  known 
and  widely  esteemed  members  of  the  fraternity  in  Pennsylvania.  Having 
an  exceedingly  retentive  memory,  he  was  a  remarkable  ritualist  and  “an 
epitome  of  the  law.”  He  knew  the  Constitution,  the  decisions  and  the  un¬ 
written  law.  His  friends  were  many  and  his  enemies  few.” 

The  Council  of  the  Order  of  High  Priesthood  met 
in  Corinthian  Hall  at  7.30  P.  M.,  when  22  candidates 
were  received  and  anointed. 

There  are  noted  several  amendments  to  the  Con¬ 
stitution,  adopted  since  the  revision  of  1896,  the  most 
important  and  interesting  are: 

“Sec.  36 — Rejection — No  candidate  whose  application  may  have  been 
rejected  in  any  chapter  under  this  jurisdiction,  shall  be  received  in  any  chapter 
other  than  that  to  which  he  first  applied,  except  after  five  years  from  such 
rejection,  unless  the  chapter  recommend  him  to  another  chapter  by  a  unani¬ 
mous  vote  taken  by  the  secret  ballot;  Provided,  however,  that  if  the  candi¬ 
date  shall,  at  the  end  of  five  years  from  such  rejection,  be  a  resident  within 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  rejecting  chapter,  consent  shall  be  granted  unless 
there  are  more  than  three  negative  ballots.  The  application  for  such  recom¬ 
mendation  shall  in  every  case  take  the  course  of  a  petition  for  the  degrees. 
(Proc.  1899,  p.  115). 

“Article  V,  Sec.  34,  of  the  Constitution,  was  amended  by  adding  the  fol¬ 
lowing; 

‘‘Chapter  membership  may  be  terminated  in  either  of  the  following  methods : 

“1.  Upon  application  at  any  stated  convocation,  the  chapter  may  vote 
a  dimit  at  once,  either  in  the  form  of  an  honorable  discharge  from  member¬ 
ship,  or  with  a  recommendation,  as  it  may  see  fit. 

“2.  Or  a  member  may  give  notice  at  a  stated  convocation,  that  at  the 
next  he  shall  apply  for  a  dimit,  and  at  such  next  stated  meeting  if  no  charges 
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have  been  filed  and  his  dues  are  paid  to  that  time,  it  is  the  Secretary’s  duty 
to  give  him  a  certificate  of  honorable  discharge  from  membership.  The  chap¬ 
ter  may  also  vote  him  such  recommendation  as  it  sees  fit.  The  Secretary 
shall  note  on  his  record  the  giving  of  the  notice  and  the  issuing  of  the  dimit. 

“3.  Or  a  member  may  apply  to  another  chapter  for  membership,  in  which 

he  shall  state  in  his  petition  that  he  is  still  a  member  of  -  Chapter 

(naming  it) ;  then,  if  accepted  he  may  secure  his  dimit  in  either  of  the  methods 
above  stated,  file  it  with  the  other  chapter  at  anytime  within  six  months, 
sign  the  by-laws  thereof,  and  thereby  become  a  member. —  (Proc.  1900,  p. 
197.)” 

In  his  communication  making  assignment  of  chap¬ 
ters  for  official  visitations  by  the  Grand  Officers  and 
D .  D.  H.  P.’s,  the  G.  H.  P.  gives  instructions  as  fol¬ 
lows,  viz: 

“The  visiting  officer  will  see  that  the  Secretary  and  Treasurer  are  provided 
with  suitable  books  for  keeping  their  records  and  accounts;  that  they  are 
kept  in  a  proper  manner,  and  that  their  annual  reports,  together  with  that 
of  the  Committee  of  Finance,  are  spread  in  full  upon  the  records;  that  the  Com  - 
mittee  of  Finance  audit  all  bills  against  the  Chapter;  that  the  marks  of  the 
brethren  are  recorded  in  the  Lodge  Book  of  Marks  before  exaltation;  that  the 
Charter  and  Records  are  carefully  preserved;  that  the  By-Laws  have  received 
the  approval  of  the  Grand  High  Priest;  that  the  Chapter  has  in  its  posses¬ 
sion  a  copy  of  the  Constitution  of  the  General  Grand  Chapter  and  the  Grand 
Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  Maine,  and  three  copies  of  the  Text  Book. 

“It  is  the  duty  of  the  High  Priest  to  inform  the  Grand  Officer  assigned 
to  visit  his  Chapter  of  dates  on  which  an  official  visitation  would  be  agreeable, 
and  he  is  requested  to  arrange  for  such  visit  at  as  early  a  date  as  may  be 
mutually  convenient. 

“Grand  Officers  failing  to  receive,  within  a  reasonable  time,  an  invitation 
to  visit  any  of  the  chapters  assigned  to  them,  will  call  the  attention  of  the 
High  Priests  to  the  above  requirement. 

“Copies  of  all  notices  issued  by  the  Secretary  should  be  sent  to  the  Grand 
High  Priest  and  also  to  the  Grand  Officer  to  whom  the  Chapter  has  been 
assigned  for  visitation. 

“The  High  Priest  will  cause  this  circular  to  be  read  in  his  Chapter  at  the 
first  convocation  after  its  receipt.” 

Companion  Herbert  Harris,  Committee  on  Foreign 
Correspondence,  gives  us  a  splendid  report  of  about 
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150  pages,  reviewing  the  proceedings  of  the  59  bodies, 
in  which  he  devotes  three  pages  to  Pennsylvania 
1908,  particular  mention  is  made  of  the  great  work 
accomplished  in  recording  Marks  during  the  two  years 
M.  E.  G.  H.  P.  Meredith’s  service,  the  number  of 
unrecorded  Marks  being  reduced  from  1771  to  57. 

Some  time  ago  it  was  ruled  in  Michigan  that  it 
mattered  not  in  what  degree  work  was  being  done 
in  the  Chapter  “  there  must  be  present  nine  Royal 
Arch  Masons  to  confer  the  degrees.”  The  sound¬ 
ness  of  which  decision  was  questioned  by  our  Comp. 
Penman  “unless  it  is  lex  loci.”  Comp.  Harris  agrees 
with  Comp.  Penman  and  in  that  communication 
says: 

“The  Maine  practice  is  (and  I  think  it  is  in  accordance  with  a  decision 
of  the  General  Grand  Chapter)  that  nine  Royal  Arch  Masons  must  be  present 
at  the  opening  of  a  subordinate  body;  but  eight  may  work  as  a  lodge  of  Mark 
Masters,  seven  as  a  Past  Master’s  Lodge,  and  seven  as  a  lodge  of  Most  Ex¬ 
cellent  Masters.” 

Comp.  Harris  quotes  Comp.  Penman  on  the  question 
of  representatives  and  chapter  officers  attending  Grand 
Chapter  Convocations,  regarding  which  he  expresses 
himself  as  follows: 

“He  thinks  that  the  Grand  Chapter  should  pay  the  expenses  of  represen¬ 
tatives  for  at  least  one  session,  and  should  tax  the  Chapters  in  return;  which 
seems  perfectly  just.  The  burden  of  the  tax  would  then  fall  upon  the  strong 
chapters,  while  the  whole  fraternity  would  be  benefited. 

‘  ’In  Maine  all  the  Grand  Bodies  meet  in  the  same  week  and  in  the  same 
city,  and  only  the  Grand  Lodge  pays  mileage  and  per  diem;  with  the  result 
that  the  distant  chapters,  councils  and  commanderies  are  frequently  repre¬ 
sented  by  the  same  brethren  as  the  lodges.  Of  course  this  causes  the  so- 
called  higher  bodies  to  be  often  represented  by  proxies,  but  that  is  better 
than  having  no  representation  at  all.” 
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M.  E.  G.  H.  P.  Franklin  R.  Redlon,  Portland,  Me. 
R.  E.  Gr.  Sec’y>  Stephen  Berry,  Portland,  Me. 

R.  E.  U. 


MASSACHUSETTS— 1908. 

This  Grand  Jurisdiction,  like  Pennsylvania,  holds 
quarterly  convocations. 

At  the  quarterlies  held  March  10th,  June  9th,  and 
September  8th,  1908,  little  other  than  routine  business 
was  transacted. 

The  most  important  matter  at  any  of  these  con¬ 
vocations  was  at  the  June  Convocation  when  the  Re¬ 
port  on  the  Annual  Address  of  the  Grand  High  Priest, 
delivered  at  the  convocation  in  December,  1907,  was 
submitted.  Among  other  matters  of  interest  in  it 
we  find  as  follows,  viz: 


'  ‘  The  Annual  Report  of  the  Grand  High  Priest  opens  with  a  note  of  encourage¬ 
ment  and  cheer.  The  prosperity  of  Capitular  Masonry  in  the  State  is  a 
subject  of  congratulation,  not  so  much  because  of  the  increased  member¬ 
ship,  which  is  worthy  of  note,  but  because  “more  attention  has  been  given 
to  business  methods  in  managing  the  finances  of  some  of  the  subordinate 
bodies  and  a  high  degree  of  efficiency  in  the  work  of  the  degrees  has  been 
attained  in  nearly  every  Chapter.  ”******* 

“There  has  been  a  presistent  effort  on  the  part  of  every  Grand  High  Priest 
for  years  to  eradicate  every  semblance  of  levity  in  the  work,  and  it  is  grati¬ 
fying  to  have  the  assurance  “that  there  have  been  no  reports  or  even  rumors 
that  any  Chapter  has  violated  the  instructions  of  the  Grand  Chapter  relative 
to  the  character  and  dignity  of  the  work.”  “Fun”  has  a  legitimate  place, 
but  when  any  Masonic  body  allows  it  to  be  injected  into  its  work,  that  body 
shows  a  woeful  lack  of  appreciation  of  its  high  calling.” 


The  One  Hundred  and  Tenth  Annual  Convoca¬ 
tion  of  the  Grand  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  Massachusetts 
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was  held  in  Ionic  Hall,  Masonic  Temple,  Boston,  on 
Tuesday,  Dec.  8,  A.  D.  1908,  A.  I.  2438. 

After  the  R.  A.  C.  was  organized  and  opened  the 
first  matter  was  the  annual  exemplification  of  the  Mark 
Masters  Degree,  the  Past  Masters  Degree,  the  Most 
Excellent  Masters  Degree,  and  the  Royal  Arch  De¬ 
gree  by  the  Grand  Lecturers  and  their  corps  of  assist¬ 
ants.  When  it  was  finished  the  M.  E.  G.  H.  P.  com¬ 
mended  the  work  of  the  day  highly  for  its  general 
excellence,  dignity  and  correctness. 

The  Grand  High  Priest’s  annual  address  opens  as 
follows: 

“I  congratulate  you  on  the  pleasant  and  auspicious  circumstances  which 
attend  us  upon  this  one  hundred  and  tenth  Annual  Convocation  of  the 
Grand  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  Massachusetts,  and  bid  you  a  hearty  and 
cordial  welcome. 

Another  year’s  records,  with  its  sorrows  and  joys,  its  varied  pleasures 
and  disappointments,  its  hopes  and  anxieties,  has  passed  into  history,  and  we 
are  assembled  once  again,  within  the  sacred  portals  of  the  Temple,  under 
auspices  bright  and  fair,  for  the  purpose  of  interchanging  fraternal  greetings 
with  each  other,  to  congratulate  ourselves  upon  the  general  prosperous 
condition  of  Capitular  Masonry  throughout  the  Commonwealth,  and  to 
consult  and  act  upon  such  matters  as  may  be  of  interest  to  the  Craft. 

“Notwithstanding  the  general  depression  in  the  business  world,  which  has 
prevailed  throughout  our  country  during  the  past  year,  it  is  a  pleasure  for  me 
to  report,  that,  with  one  exception,  all  of  the  subordinate  Chapters  have 
added  to  their  membership,  and  that  the  future  prospects  of  Capitular  Mas¬ 
onry  in  Massachusetts  never  looked  more  prosperous  and  encouraging  than 
at  the  present  time. 

“We  recognize  the  guiding  hand  and  watchful  care  of  the  Divine  Master, 
for  His  goodness  and  fatherly  protection,  and  it  is  with  a  deep  sense  of  grat¬ 
itude  that  I  acknowledge  the  blessings  which  have  been  vouchsafed  to  us 
and  our  beneficent  organization  during  the  year  now  drawing  to  its  close.’  * 

Interesting  and  appreciative  memorials  are  dedi- 
cated  to  several  of  the  prominent  fraternal  dead,  re- 
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ferring  to  which  the  G.  H.  P.  closes  that  part  of  his 
address  with  this  splendid  statement: 

“And  thus  are  garnered  into  the  homeland  the  young,  the  old  and  the 
middle  aged.  Their  lives  have  been  an  open  book,  and  on  its  white  pages 
have  been  written  lessons  we  all  may  read  to  our  profit.  On  their  brows  now 
rest  the  imperishable  amaranth,  on  their  lips  the  new  song,  and  on  the  altars 
of  their  souls  glow  the  fires  of  love  eternal.  Out  of  sickness  into  health,  out 
of  winter  into  summer,  out  of  death  into  life,  they  tread  the  streets  of  the 
beautiful  city  of  God.  Let  us  be  patient,  therefore,  let  us  be  strong  and  wait 
the  happy  home  coming  and  home  gathering  which  is  yet  to  be.” 

During  the  year  the  G.  H.  P.  granted  about  twenty- 
five  dispensations,  many  of  which  we  think  were  pro¬ 
per,  but  without  further  information  than  at  hand  we 
seriously  question  the  propriety  of  the  nine  granted  to 
ballot  for  candidates  under  the  constitutional  time  and 
the  seven  to  work  degrees  in  excess  of  the  provisions 
required  by  the  Grand  Constitution. 

Under  Mississippi  1907  we  took  occasion  to  ex¬ 
press  our  views  rather  freely  regarding  the  matter  of 
G.  H.  P.’s  granting  and  refusing  dispensations,  refer¬ 
ring  to  which  the  Massachusetts  Committee  on  Cor¬ 
respondence  under  Pennsylvania  1907,  page  198,  says: 

“With  the  views  of  Companion  Umbel,  here  expressed,  we  are  in  entire 
accord,  and  shall  hail  with  delight  the  day  when  the  granting  of  dispensations 
to  do  things  other  than  those  described  in  the  Constitution  and  Edicts  shall 
be  wholly  done  away  with,  except  in  the  most  extreme  cases.  Our  own 
observation  leads  us  to  believe  that  three-fourths,  if  not  nine-tenths,  of  all 
we  ever  recorded  could  have  been  avoided  by  a  better  arrangement  of  the 
affairs  of  the  Chapter  seeking  them.  If  a  fee  of  five  dollars  had  been  payable 
on  the  receipt  of  one  of  them,  we  doubt  if  more  than  one  in  twenty  would 
ever  have  been  solicited.  Grand  Commanderies  have  been  forbidden  to  issue 
them,  subordinate  Commanderies  get  along  well  enough  without  them, 
Why  cannot  the  Chapters  do  the  same?” 
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Bearing  on  which  we  find  the  following  commenda¬ 
ble  statement  in  the  G.  H.  P.’s  address: 

While  I  have  willingly  granted  these  dispensations,  I  would  remind  the 
Companions  that  the  By-Laws  are  made  to  be  observed,  and  that  requests 
for  their  issuance  should  be  well  considered  before  presenting  them,  and  to  be 
granted  only  in  cases  of  necessity,  rather  than  to  gratify  personal  wishes 
and  convenience.” 

Misfortune  often  proves  a  blessing  in  disguise.  We 
are  taught  and  have  forcibly  impressed  upon  our 
minds  a  most  righteous  lesson  under  the  title  of”  A 
TERRIBLE  CALAMITY”,  of  which  the  G.  H.  P. 
gives  us  an  account  in  the  following  language: 

“On  April  12,  as  you  well  know,  a  terrible  calamity  was  visited  upon  the 
neighboring  city  of  Chelsea,  by  which  one-third  of  the  city,  800  dwelling 
houses  and  public  buildings  were  destroyed  by  fire.  1,500  families  were 
driven  from  their  homes,  and  10,000  people  made  homeless,  and  all  that  was 
made  sacred  by  family  ties  and  endearing  associations  was  completely  an¬ 
nihilated.  It  is  not  necessary  to  enumerate  the  harrowing  details  of  that 
terrific  Sabbath  day.  With  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Grand  Council 
of  this  Grand  Chapter,  I  caused  to  be  issued  a  circular,  under  the  seal  of  the 
Grand  Chapter,  calling  the  attention  of  the  several  Capitular  bodies  through¬ 
out  the  Jurisdiction  to  the  sorrow  and  distress  which  had  overtaken  the 
Masonic  fraternity  of  Chelsea,  and  recommending  to  the  Companions  an 
exemplification,  at  their  hands,  of  that  practical  charity,  which  is  the  noblest 
and  grandest  of  all  our  professions,  and  that  the  necessities  of  the  case  be  well 
considered,  and  as  liberal  a  donation  be  made  from  each  as  circumstances 
would  warrant.  And  what  a  revelation.  This  calamity  was  the  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  display  the  warmth  and  intent  of  fraternal  sentiment  which  finds 
expression  in  the  hearts  of  men  at  such  a  time.  The  afflicted  city  became 
the  center  of  thought  and  from  every  direction  came  the  aid  and  assistance 
so  much  needed.  I  take  this  opportunity  of  expressing  to  you  in  this 
public  manner,  and  in  bahalf  of  this  Grand  Chapter,  its  hearty  thanks  for 
the  ready  and  generous  response  to  this  appeal,  and  for  the  liberal  contri¬ 
butions  received  which  were  placed  in  the  hands  of  a  committee  for  the 
benefit  of  our  suffering  Companions. 

“Several  instances  came  to  my  notice  of  worthy  Companions  who  had  lost 
every  earthly  thing  they  possessed,  upon  receiving  a  donation  from  this 
fund,  expressing  their  gratitude  with  tears  streaming  down  their  cheeks.” 
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Quite  a  number  of  visitations  were  made  by  the  G. 
H.  P.  and  he  expresses  himself  freely  and  as  being  well 
satisfied  with  what  he  saw  and  heard  and  the  treat¬ 
ment  he  received.  Regarding  District  Deputies  he 
says: 

“I  have  been  greatly  interested  in  reading  the  reports  in  detail  of  these 
faithful  adjutants  of  the  Grand  High  Priest,  giving  to  me  the  most  gratify¬ 
ing  information  that  nearly  all  the  Chapters  throughout  the  Commonwealth 
have  enjoyed  a  prosperous  and  successful  year  and  that  the  work  of  con¬ 
ferring  the  degrees  has  been  dignified  and  impressive,  devoid  of  all  objec¬ 
tionable  features,  and  that  the  high  standing  and  reputation  of  Capitular 
Masonry  has  been  fully  maintained. 

“It  has  also  been  gratifying  to  know  that  these  representatives  have 
invariably  been  received  with  that  cordiality  and  fraternal  sentiment,  in  making 
their  annual  visitations,  which  have  always  been  marked  features  among  the 
subordinate  Chapters  of  this  Jurisdiction,  thus  making  these  occasions  both 
interesting  and  pleasant  as  well  as  instructive,  and  it  has  been  a  pleasure 
to  know  that  the  endeavors  of  the  Deputies  to  promulgate  and  promote 
those  things  which  make  for  the  best  welfare  of  the  Craft  have  been  so  heart¬ 
ily  endorsed  by  the  officers  and  members  of  the  Chapters  receiving  the  visit.” 

The  G.  H.  P.  concludes  his  address  as  follows,  viz: 

“I  congratulate  the  Grand  Chapter  upon  the  healthy  and  prosperous 
condition  of  its  finances,  as  shown  from  the  report  of  the  Finance  Committee 
from  which  the  following  abstract  is  taken:  “The  financial  statement 
of  the  Grand  Chapter  shows  an  increase  of  our  funds  of  $2,955.94  and  the  total 
assets  are  $31,442.38.  The  recepts  are  a  trifle  less  and  the  expenses  a  trifle 
more  than  last  year.”  While  we  have  not  had  quite  as  many  initiates  as 
last  year,  we  had  more  than  an  average  year.  Capitular  Masonry  stands 
today  on  the  loftiest  pinnacle  it  has  ever  attained.  The  standard  of  our 
Rite  is  advancing.  Officers  throughout  the  Jurisdiction  are  giving  greater 
attention  and  more  careful  study  to  our  Ritual;  candidates  are  receiving 
more  and  better  instruction.  The  work  of  conferring  the  degrees  is  on  a 
higher  plane,  more  dignified  and  impressive  than  ever  before. 

“In  conclusion,  Companions,  let  me  say  to  you  in  the  words  of  sacred 
writ,  “Peace  be  within  thy  walls,  and  prosperity  within  they  palaces.” 
As  we  enter  upon  the  duties  of  a  new  and  untried  year,  may  it  be  with  hearts 
filled  with  hope  and  courage  and  confidence,  and  with  a  desire  and  determi¬ 
nation  to  add  something  to  the  productive  resources,  and  to  the  abiding 
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forces  of  the  world,  to  build  and  construct  our  own  characters,  and  put  the 
atoms  of  positive  force  and  execution  into  our  daily  lives,  and  to  do  our  own 
indiviual  part  in  upholding  and  maintaining  the  high  standing  and  reputa¬ 
tion  of  Capitular  Masonry  throughout  our  Jurisdiction.” 

In  the  report  on  Foreign  Correspondence,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  1907  receives  faithful,  careful  and  comprehen¬ 
sive  attention — covering  about  fourteen  pages.  It  is 
the  work  of  Companion  J.  Gilman  Waite,  and  it  is 
work  well  done. 

He  copies  in  his  report  the  letter  of  instructions 

■ 

from  the  Grand  High  Priest  to  the  Deputies  for  their 
government  in  the  discharge  of  their  respective  duties, 
dated  Dec.  27,  1906.  He  quotes  nearly  four  pages  of 
decisions  and  regulations  and  also  the  rules  in  regard  to 
recording  Marks.  Nearly  four  pages  are  devoted  to 
a  consideration  of  our  report  on  correspondence 
approving  and  criticising  always  in  a  fair,  frank, 
friendly  and  fraternal  manner. 

In  our  review  of  Massachusetts  1907  in  connection 
with  the  “ Incidents  of  the  Triennial  Week,”  referring 
to  some  matter  we  made  use  of  the  expression  “our 
own  Benjamin  Franklin”,  for  which  our  good  Comp. 
Waite  takes  us  to  task  as  follows,  viz: 

“The  expression  "our  own  Benjamin  Franklin”  strikes  us  a  little  pecu¬ 
liarly.  From  the  many  evidences  we  here  see  in  public,  we  have  been  led  to 
the  feeling  that  Boston  had  some  claim  to  call  him  her  own,  and  if  the  place 
of  one’s  birth  may  hold  any  claim  upon  a  man  in  future  life,  Boston  has  a 
pretty  strong  one  to  use  the  words  of  Companion  Umbel,  “our  own  Ben¬ 
jamin  Franklin.”  Evidences  are  not  lacking  anywhere  in  the  city  of  Boston 
to  show  that  later  in  life  he  held  the  place  of  his  birth  in  lasting  remem¬ 
brance.  ” 

To  which  our  only  reply  is  in  the  language  of  another 
to  the  effect  “that  the  two  greatest  men  Pennsylvania 


172 


THE  GRAND  HOLY  ROYAL  ARCH 


11909. 


ever  produced  were  Albert  Gallatin  of  Switzerland 
and  Benjamin  Franklin  of  Massachusetts.” 

In  justification  of  our  many  quotations  we  submit 
the  following  from  Companion  Waite’s  Conclusion  to 
his  Report  on  Correspondence. 

“You  will  notice  that  the  “shears  and  pastepot”  have  been  near  at  hand 
at  all  times,  but  it  is  thought  that  in  selections  excerpted  will  always  be  found 
something  that  will  awaken  thought,  or  suggest  information  on  some  point 
that  will  attract  and  hold  your  attention.  ******** 

“It  is  a  pleasure  to  notice  that,  year  by  year,  the  esteem  in  which  the 
Rite  is  held  goes  higher  and  higher,  officers  are  encouraged  by  instruction 
and  proper  inspection,  becoming  more  and  more  proficient  in  the  duties 
of  their  office,  the  meeting  of  the  Chapters  become  more  attractive,  and  en¬ 
thusiasm  is  aroused  in  the  membership.  The  absence  of  special  dispensa¬ 
tions  to  do  something  not  prescribed  in  the  Grand  Constitution  also  evidences 
on  the  part  of  the  officers  a  better  knowledge  of  the  duties  encumbent  upon 
them  in  appropriate  stations.” 

M.  E.  G.  H.  P.  Baalis  Sanford,  Brockton,  Mass. 

R.  E.  Gr.  Sec’y.  J.  Gilman  Waite,  Boston,  Mass. 

R.  E.  U. 


MICHIGAN— 1909. 

The  Sixty-First  Annual  Convocation  of  the  Grand 
Chapter  of  the  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  the  State  of 
Michigan  was  called  to  order  in  the  Masonic  Temple, 
in^the  City  of  Bay  City,  by  the  Most  Excellent  Grand 
High  Priest,  M.  Earl  Brackett,  at  1.30  o’clock  P.  M., 
May  18,  1909. 

There  were  present  15  Grand  Officers,  15  P.  G.  H. 
P.’s,  272  Representatives  of  Chartered  Chapters  and 
two  Representatives  of  Chapters  under  dispensation. 
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In  opening  his  address,  which  consists  of  32  pages, 
the  G.  H.  P.  says: 

“Another  Michigan  year  in  Capitular  Masonry  is  closing.  The  last  rays 
of  this  particular  Masonic  sun  will  soon  darken  and  tomorrow  another  and 
brighter  one  will  light  the  way.” 

The  first  important  matter  referred  to  in  the  ad¬ 
dress  is  1  1  Obituary  ’  ’  in  which  nearly  ten  pages  is  devoted 
to  proper,  touching  and  appropriate  memorials  to  P. 
G.  H.  P.’s,  Hugh  McCurdy,  the  "Grand  Old  Man 
of  Michigan  Masonry”,  James  H.  Cummins,  John  P. 
Fiske  and  Samuel  C.  Randall. 

After  reading  which  memorials  the  G.  H.  P.  said: 

“It  is  fitting  that  we  should,  at  this  time,  thank  our  God  for  the  great  good 
these  Companions  have  done  our  Order  during  their  life,  and  express  to  Him 
our  sincere  appreciation  of  their  example  before  men. 

“Excellent  Grand  Chaplain,  you  will  lead  in  prayer.” 

“Almighty  God,  Our  Father,  we  humbly  bow  before  thee,  acknow¬ 
ledging  thee  to  be  our  Lord  and  Savior,  and  implore  thy  blessing  upon 
us. 

“Thou  hast  given  us  life  that  we  may  enjoy  the  benefits  of  creation,  and 
the  encouragement  of  thy  presence,  and  then,  when  we  have  learned  the 
lessons  thou  hast  taught  us,  thou  dost  call  us  to  thyself  again,  that  we  may 
share  thy  glory  with  thee  in  thy  kingdom. 

“We  thank'thee  for  the  good  example  of  these,  thy  servants  who  in  the 
conscientious  discharge  of  their  duties  as  Grand  High  Priests  of  this,  our 
beloved  Grand  Chapter,  have  exalted  us  to  a  higher  conception  of  Brotherly 
love  and  Companionship. 

“May  their  labors  follow  after  them,  in  us,  who  unworthy  though  we  may 
be,  do  receive  the  mantle  falling  upon  us  from  them.  Bless  thou  their  in¬ 
fluence  over  us,  may  it  confirm  us  in  all  that  is  good. 

“May  these  candlesticks,  which  have  been  removed,  but  give  place  to  a 
more  intense  and  spiritual  light  to  shine  in  the  darkness  about  us.  And 
our  mourning  then  will  not  be  unalloyed  grief,  but  a  blessing  in  giving  unto 
us  a  vaster  and  diviner  conception  of  the  wisdom  and  glory  of  God.  And 
so  we  submit  to  thy  will  and  only  pray  for  thy  grace  to  work  out  the  desti¬ 
nies  of  life  according  to  thy  Providence. 

“This  we  ask  in  the  name  of  our  Lord.  Amen.” 
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This  Grand  Jurisdiction  seems  to  be  experiencing 
some  difficulties,  hardships  and  inequalities  in  con¬ 
nection  with  its  standing  edict  regarding  Emeritus 
membership  which  was  established  in  1887  when  it 
‘'was  intended  only  to  cover  those  members  who  had 
reached  the  age  of  seventy  years  and  who,  by  vote  of 
their  Chapter  for  charitable  consideration  were  carried 
on  its  roll  as  emeritus  members.  *****  Liberality 
followed,  until  any  member  who  reached  seventy 
years  of  age  was  arbitrarily  placed  on  the  emeritus 
roll  by  the  Secretary,  without  any  action  of  the  Chap¬ 
ter,  and  dues  deducted  from  annual  returns.  Later 
the  Grand  Chapter  remitted  its  dues  upon  any  whom 
the  Chapter  saw  fit  to  remit  its  dues  for  charitable 
consideration,  on  account  of  misfortune.  In  1906, 
the  age  of  emeritus  members  was  further  reduced  to 
sixty-five  years.  This  materially  increased  the  list 
of  exemptions  from  dues,  until  this  year  it  has  reached 
the  number  of  ten  hundred  and  eighty-five. 

“A  review  of  the  annual  returns  shows  that  many 
do  not  take  the  Chapter  degrees  until  well  along  in 
years  and  some,  even  at  sixty-five  or  more.  Conse¬ 
quently,  they  pay  dues  only  for  a  few  years,  or  in  some 
instances,  none  at  all,  before  they  go  on  the  emeritus 
roll. 

“Again,  some  remain  non-affiliated  for  years  and 
then  present  their  credentials  and  become  affiliated 
after  they  pass  sixty-five  years,  thus  securing  all  the 
benefits  of  the  order,  without  having  contributed  to 
its  upbuilding. 
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‘‘This  is  a  great  mistake  to  the  rank  and  file  of  the 
order,  a  large  majority  of  whom  enter  the  ranks  early 
in  life,  and  thus  continue  to  pay  dues  for  many  years 
before  reaching  the  age  of  exemption. 

“The  Grand  Lodge  of  Michigan  has  solved  this 
problem  recently,  by  the  establishment  of  a  life  mem¬ 
bership  based  upon  a  long  and  continuous  member¬ 
ship  and  service  to  the  craft.  When  a  Brother  has 
been  a  Mason, affiliated  with  some  lodge  for  not  less 
than  forty  years,  and  who  shall  have  attained  the  age 
of  sixty-five  years,  the  lodge  may  grant  a  certificate 
of  life  membership  and  he  shall  not  be  liable  for  dues. 

“Such  provision  would  not  work  a  hardship  to  any 
and  would  materially  reduce  the  large  list  of  non¬ 
contributing  members  and  increase  the  revenue  of 
Grand  Chapter  as  well  as  establish  a  just  distinction. 
I  therefore  recommend  that  standing  edict  No.  20 
be  rescinded  and  the  following  be  adopted  in  its  stead: 

“Amend  Article  8,  by  adding  a  new  section  to  be 
known  as  section  25,  and  to  read  as  follows: 

“Section  25.  A  Chapter  may  grant  a  certificate  of  life  membership  in 
consideration  of  long  and  distinguished  services  to  the  Royal  Craft,  to  any 
of  its  members  who  shall  have  been  a  Royal  Arch  Mason,  continuously 
affiliated  with  some  Chapter  or  Chapters,  not  less  than  forty  years,  and  who 
shall  have  attained  the  age  of  sixty-five  years,  and  who  shall  at  the  time  be 
in  good  standing  and  not  indebted  to  the  Chapter,  and  thereafter  such  mem¬ 
ber  shall  be  known  and  placed  upon  the  rolls  as  an  emeritus  member  and  be 
exempt  from  annual  dues. 

“PROVIDED:  That  in  each  individual  case  the  proposition  to  grant  a 
certificate  of  life  membership  shall  be  submitted  at  a  regular  convocation 
of  the  Chapter  and  to  lie  over  without  any  action  until  the  next  regular 
convocation,  at  which  time  it  shall  be  acted  upon.  The  majority  of  those 
present  and  voting  shall  be  sufficient  to  decide  the  matter.” 
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After  amending  the  above  by  striking  out  “ forty” 
and  substituting  “thirty”,  it  was  adopted  as  an  amend¬ 
ment  to  Article  VIII. 

Three  new  Chapters  were  constituted,  Nos.  148, 
149  and  150,  and  dispensations  granted  for  three  more 
to  be  known  as  Morenci,  Ishpeming  and  Calumet 
Chapters.  Regarding  which  last  named  three  Chap¬ 
ters  the  Committee  on  Charters  and  Dispensations 
recommend  that  charters  be  granted  the  Chapters 
to  be  Nos.  151,  152  and  153- 

In  connection  with  his  visitations  and  the  work  he 
saw  done  he  says;  “Generally  it  was  done  with  the 
true  Masonic  idea  of  creating  the  right  impression 
on  the  candidate,”  and  very  properly  adds: 

“If  it  has  been  your  practice,  Companions,  to  confer  any  of  the  degrees 
in  a  frivolous  manner  and  with  the  idea  of  impressing  upon  your  candidate 
that  he  has  “been  through”  something,  change  your  methods.  Right 
about;  make  your  candidate  feel,  not  on  his  person,  but  in  his  mind,  that  he 
is  receiving  lessons  which  he  will  be  expected  to  live  up  to.  Give  him  a  true 
idea  of  the  beautiful  lessons  you  aim  to  teach.  His  regard  for  Capitular 
Masonry  will  be  increased  and  you  will  also  be  called  upon,  from  the  very 
force  of  your  endeavor,  to  increase,  if  possible,  your  abilities  to  correctly 
impress  the  next  candidate.” 

Quite  a  number  of  special  dispensations  were  'grant¬ 
ed  and  questions  asked  and  answered  but  in  our  opinion 
none  of  any  particular  consequence. 

The  space  of  about  five  pages  is  devoted  by  the  G. 
H.  P.  to  a  discussion  and  consideration  of  the  financial 
condition  of  the  Grand  Chapter  and  the  salary  of  the 
Grand  Secretary  and  the  Grand  Lecturer  and  the 
propriety  of  reducing  the  representatives  from  two 
to  one  for  each  subordinate  Chapter.  Later  a  special 
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report  of  the  Finance  Committee  was  submitted, 
recommending  the  reduction  of  the  number  of  rep¬ 
resentatives,  which,  after  considerable  discussion  was 
adopted. 

An  examination  of  their  reports  shows  that  the 
Grand  Secretary  and  the  Grand  Lecturer  well  deserve 
the  compliment  paid  them  by  the  G.  H.  P.  in  his 
address  as  follows,  viz: 

“High  praise  has  been  given  by  Past  Grand  High  Priests,  to  our  present 
Grand  Secretary  and  Grand  Lecturer.  All  of  the  good  things  which  they 
have  said  I  heartily  concur  in  and  add  to  them  all  which  I  have  said  that 
*  these  two  officers  should  be,  in  my  plea  for  one  representative.  For  true 
courtesy,  good  counsel,  patience  under  circumstances  which  would  try  the 
temper  of  most  of  us,  and  for  their  pleasant  but  businesslike  way  of  doing 
things,  they  surely  excel.” 

The  account  of  his  visit  to  the  Masonic  Home  and 
interviews  with  the  inmates  and  others  concerning 
it  shows  that  it  is  a  very  important  matter  and  one 
close  to  the  heart  of  the  G.  H.  P. 

The  Grand  Secretary  in  discussing  the  returns 
from  subordinate  Chapters,  in  connection  with  the 
lists  of  members,  makes  a  statement  we  think  worthy 
of  reproduction,  he  says  it  is  his  opinion  that 

“Very  many  secretaries  depend  upon  the  duplicate  returns  for  their  list  of 
members  instead  of  their  ledger.  Indeed  it  has  caused  a  deep  curiosity  in 
my  mind  to  see  the  inside  of  some  of  the  ledgers.  The  facility  with  which 
some  secretaries  can  make  their  recapitulation  tally  out  in  FIGURES,  dem¬ 
onstrates  vividly  that  ‘something  is  wrong’  when  they  are  asked  for  a  list  of 
NAMES  to  verify  the  footings.  Ah,  there’s  the  rub.  I  have  had  names 
resurrected  that  for  years  have  rested  on  the  ‘In  Memoriam’  tablets,  or 
mayhap  quietly  slumbering  in  the  ‘Black  Book,’  as  SUSPENDED,  and 
hauled  to  the  light  of  day  as  ‘live  members’  to  assist  in  making  the  list  of 
names  agree  with  the  recapitulation-.  Again,  these  names  sometimes  are 
substituted  for  real  live  members  who  think  they  are  recorded  as  a  member 
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in  good  standing,  but  by  the  records  sent  in  would  leave  them  out  in  the  cold, 
cold  world  without  a  Chapter  home.” 

The  Grand  Lecturer  visited  nearly  all  the  subor¬ 
dinate  Chapters  and  in  his  report  says: 

“I  must  report  to  this  Grand  Body  that  I  believe  the  interest  in  our  ritual 
is  constantly  growing  among  the  officers  of  the  subordinate  Chapters.  I 
very  rarely  find  an  officer  who  is  not  extremely  anxious  to  perfect  himself 
both  in  the  language  of  the  ritual  and  the  manner  in  which  the  work  is  con¬ 
ferred.  I  think  the  Royal  Craft  in  this  state  are  constantly  seeking  to 
elevate  the  manner  of  conferring  the  work,  and  have  planted  a  high  stand¬ 
ard  of  excellence,  which  they  are  constantly  attempting  to  attain.  ********* 

I  have  a  desire  to  live  long  enough  to  see  our  ritual  perfected  and  made 
uniform  throughout;  even  with  its  defects  I  would  not  trade  or  exchange 
our  work  with  that  of  any  other  ritual  which  I  have  examined.  I  have 
examined  many  rituals,  including  the  ritual  of  the  General  Grand  Chapter 
of  the  United  States  of  America  and  according  to  my  judgment  our  work 
is  the  most  satisfactory  of  any  that  I  have  examined,  even  if  it  is  much  more 
complicated  in  some  respects.  It  would  be  my  pride  to  have  a  hand  in  making 
our  Chapter  ritual  as  perfect  as  the  ritual  of  the  Michigan  Blue  Lodge.” 

Comp.  Charles  A.  Conover,  Committee  ^  on  Cor¬ 
respondence,  reported,  inter  alia,  that  following,  which 
we  indorse: 

‘  ‘  I  have  carefully  selected  such  matter  as  I  thought  would  be  of  interest 
to  the  reading  craft  of  this  state  and  would  give  them  a  good  idea  of  the  manner 
of  doing  business  in  sister  jurisdictions,  decisions  of  Grand  Officers  and  Jur¬ 
isprudence  Committees,  a  few  comparative  statistics  as  to  numerical  and 
financial  standing,  gems  of  Masonic  thought  from  addresses  and  orations, 
opinions  expressed  as  to  our  own  methods  and  forms,  and  thus  carried  the 
reader  through  a  rapid  survey  of  the  whole  Capitular  field.  By  means  of 
the  Correspondence  reports  Michigan  comes  to  know  and  be  known  through¬ 
out  the  entire  domain  of  Capitular  Masonry.  There  are  only  five  states 
in  the  Union  that  do  not  publish  correspondence  reports  and  that  is  wholly 
on  account  of  their  size,  the  largest  one  of  these  having  less  members  than 
any  two  Chapters  in  Detroit. 

Those  who  do  not  read  our  correspondence  reports  are  not  injured  in  the 
least  by  any  contamination  with  the  broad  views  and  beautiful  thoughts  of 
the  Masonic  students  of  the  world,  and  remain  securely  isolated  from  any 
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influence  that  might  arouse  them  from  their  pleasant  dreams  and  peaceful 
slumbers  and  the  implicit  faith  that  they  know  all  that  is  worth  knowing 
about  the  subject  of  Masonry.” 


A  special  report  from  the  Committee  on  Corres¬ 
pondence  was  read  and  adopted,  recommending  that 
the  Grand  Chapters  of  R.  A.  Masons  of  the  states  of 
Idaho  and  Wyoming  be  fully  recognized  by  the  Grand 
Chapter  of  Michigan  and  fraternal  relations  established. 

Under  “Obituaries”  appropriate  mention  is  made 
of  our  own  James  Shallcross  Barber  and  Mathias  Hol¬ 
stein  Henderson. 

The  Committee  on  Appeals  makes  the  following 
unique  report,  viz: 

“Your  Committee  on  Appeals  respectfully  report  that  they  have  made 
strict  search  through  the  archives  of  the  Grand  Secretary’s  office  and  diligent 
inquiry  of  the  Grand  Council  for  anything  in  the  nature  of  storms,  tempests 
and  grievances  from  subordinate  Chapters  or  individual  Companions  and 
nothing  has  been  found  in  or  about  the  Temple,  but  all  report  perfect  peace, 
harmony  and  good  will  among  the  19,111  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  this  Grand 
Jurisdiction,  and  this  Committee  therefore  wish  to  congratulate,  not  only 
Grand  High  Priest  Brackett  and  Grand  Secretary  Conover,  and  the  Grand 
Officers,  but  each  and  every  one  of  the  Officers  and  Companions  of  this  Grand 
Jurisdiction  on  the  perfect  peace  and  harmony  prevailing  among  the  Com¬ 
panions.  ” 

There  is  a  large  amount  of  interesting  information 
regarding  the  Grand  Chapter  and  the  subordinate 
Chapters  in  the  Appendix  in  the  shape  of  Lists  of  Chap¬ 
ters,  officers  and  past  officers,  abstracts  of  Chapter 
returns,  recapitulations,  Grand  Chapter  Pay  roll, 
information  tables,  historical  registry  of  charters, 
location  of  Chapters,  Chapters  arranged  by  counties, 
Grand  Officers  since  organization,  etc.,  which  to  be 
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intelligible  must  be  copied  in  full,  which  space  will 
not  permit. 

The  Forty-Ninth  Annual  Convocation  of  the  Grand 
Council  of  Anointed  High  Priests  of  the -State  and 
Jurisdiction  of  Michigan  was  called  to  order  by  Most 
Excellent  Grand  President  Travers  Phillips,  in  Masonic 
Temple,  at  7.30  P.  M.,  May  18,  1909. 

The  committee  reporting  favorably,  the  ballots 
were  spread,  found  clear,  and  14  petitioners  were 
declared  duly  elected  and  the  Companions  were  then  - 
introduced,  set  apart,  anointed  and  solemnly  conse¬ 
crated  to  the  office  of  High  Priesthood,  in  Ample  Form. 

The  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Correspondence 
consists  of  145  pages,  about  four  of  which  are  devoted 
to  Pennsylvania  1907.  The  report  as  a  whole  is  inter¬ 
esting  and  well  prepared,  Comp.  Conover  making 
good  the  statement  in  his  introduction,  as  follows, 
viz: 

“I  have  made  no  extracts  or  comments  without  the  thought  that  it  might 
be  interesting  to  some  reader,  and  with  these  ideas  in  view  I  trust  there  can 
be  no  critics  who  can  find  nothing  whatever  “worth  while.” 

The  review  of  Pennsylvania  is  introduced  by  re¬ 
ference  to  the  elegant  steel  engraving  of  M.  E.  G.  H. 

P.  William  B.  Meredith,  concerning  whom  it  is  stated: 
“He  is  a  fine,  fatherly  looking  gentleman  and  one 
whom  no  one  would  hesitate  to  go  to  for  advice  and 
consultation,  and  if  I  mistake  not  he  would  get  what 
he  sought.  ” 

Extended  reference  and  some  fair  comment  is  made 
on  the  letter  of  instructions  sent  by  the  G.  H.  P.  to 
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the  several  District  Deputies  and  to  a  number  of  de¬ 
cisions  now  declared  to  be  in  force. 

He  states  and  seems  to  be  impressed  with  '‘the 
thought  that  the  presiding  officer  in  this  Jurisdiction 
has  a  large  amount  of  “patronage”  to  distribute,  as 
he  makes  appointment  of  eighteen  District  Deputies, 
eight  Grand  Chaplains,  eleven  Grand  Officers  and 
eight  committees  of  five  members  each.  That 
ought  to  be  enough  to  satisfy  any  ardent  advocate 
of  the  theory  that  “To  the  vdctor  belongs  the  spoils/’ 

M.  E.  G.  H.  P.,  George  W.  Armstrong,  Adrian, 
Mich. 


R.  E.  Gr.  Sec’y.,  Charles  A.  Conover, 
Mich. 


Coldwater, 
R.  E.  U. 


MISSISSIPPI— 1909. 

The  Sixty-First  Annual  Grand  Convocation  of  the 
Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  in  Mississippi, 
was  held  in  the  Hall  of  Meridian  Chapter,  No.  25,  in 
the  City  of  Meridian,  on  Thursday,  February  18th, 
1909,  at  10.30  o’clock  A.  M. 

There  were  present  the  Grand  Officers,  Represen- 
titaves  from  59  Chapters  entitled  to  seats,  thirteen 
Representatives  from  eight  Chapters  whose  returns 
were  made  too  late  to  entitle  them  to  seats  and  three 
from  Chapters  who  are  in  arrears,  there  were  19  Past 
High  Priests  and  a  visiting  Companion  of  Shen  Chap¬ 
ter,  Beyroot,  Syria. 
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The  G.  H.  P.’s  address  is  full  of  interest  and  well 
prepared,  as  evidenced  by  the  following  appreciative 
statement  in  the  opening: 

“Not  for  one  moment  have  I  been  insensible  to  the  honor  conferred  on 
me  by  my  companions,  nor  will  I  ever  care  to  look  back  upon  the  year  con-, 
secrated  to  the  noble  calling  of  Grand  High  Priest  of  our  state  with  aught 
but  tender,  loving  memories.  Whatever  be  the  extent  to  which  I  have  served 
you,  nothing  that  I  could  do  would  quite  measure  up  to  what,  in  my  esti¬ 
mation,  the  office  is  entitled  to  in  point  of  service,  and  in  my  case,  surely 
the  honest  efforts  to  meet  the  requirements  were  ever  prompted  by  an  earnest 
desire  to  prove  worthy  of  the  trust  reposed  in  me  by  the  Companions  of  the 
Royal  Craft.  As  the  High  Priest,  Aaron,  the  original  prototype  of  the  office 
with  which  you  honored  me,  was  supposed  to  “bear  the  cause  of  the  Child¬ 
ren  of  Israel  upon  his  heart  before  the  Lord  continually;”  so  should  the  mitre 
teach  the  Masonic  High  Priest  the  dignity  of  his  office  and  the  breast-plate 
his  responsibility  to  the  laws  and  ordinances  of  the  institution,  and  that 
the  honor  and  interest  of  the  Chapter  should  always  be  near  his  heart.  Such 
has  been  my  aim,  and  if  in  the  discharge  of  my  duties,  aught  has  been  left 
undone,  which  should  have  been  done,  or  mistakes  of  any  kind  have  ever 
been  in  evidence,  they  are  but  the  errors  of  the  mind  and  not  the  heart.  ” 

Unfortunate  conditions  prevail  as  to  three  Chapters, 
wherein  for  good  and  sufficient  reasons  the  G.  H.  P. 
recommended  that  their  charters  be  declared  forfeited. 

Close  confinement  to  business  and  lack  of  available 
contingent  funds  are  given  by  the  G.  H.  P.  as  reasons 
why  “I  had  to  deny  myself  the  pleasure,  and  the  Craft 
the  benefit  resulting  from  official  visits.” 

The  G.  H.  P.  refers  with  commenable  pride  to  the 
completion  of  their  Masonic  Home,  concluding  his 
remarks  regarding  which  he  says: 

“In  erecting  this  magnificent  structure  we  have  built  a  home  for  our 
children  and  it  will  also  be  incumbent  upon  them,  as  well  as  us,  to  maintain 
it.  Let  us  then  earnestly  perpetuate  the  hopes  of  our  departed  co-laborers, 
the  fruition  of  our  labors,  by  an  earnest  effort  at  proper  maintenance,  thus 
setting  an  example  that  our  children  may  aspire  to  emulate.  Our  depart- 
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ed  Brethren  and  Companions  put  forth  the  fiat,  “It  Shall  Be.”  Blessed 
be  the  name  of  the  Great  I  Am,  which  enables  us  to  say  “It  Is,”  and  let 
Masonic  posterity  throughout  Mississippi  Jurisdiction  proclaim  for  centuries 
to  come:  “It  shall  continue  to  be.” 

The  only  decision  noted  was  answer  to  question 
whether  any  Royal  Arch  Mason  in  good  standing  was 
eligible  to  the  office  of  High  Priest.  The  G.  H.  P. 
says: 

“The  Digest  answer  is  as  follows:  ‘Previous  service  as  King  and  Scribe 
not  necessary.  Knowledge  of  ritual  and  ability  to  preside  is  all  that  is 
necessary.  ” 

Under  the  heading  “MISSISSIPPI  vs.  NEW  JER¬ 
SEY”,  we  find  the  following,  viz: 

“On  the  motion  of  Most  Excellent  Companion  Oliver  Lee  McKay,  the 
following  unanimously  adopted: 

“WHEREAS,  the  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge  of  Mississippi,  upon  recommenda¬ 
tion  of  Grand  Master  E.  J.  Martin,  withdrew  fraternal  relations  with  the  M. 
E.  Grand  Lodge  of  New  Jersey,  on  account  of  said  Grand  Lodge  holding 
fraternal  relations  with  a  Lodge  in  its  Grand  Jurisdiction,  which  permits 
the  making  of  negroes  Masons  in  said  Lodge;  Therefore,  Be  it 

RESOLVED,  that  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Mississippi,  in  Annual  Convo¬ 
cation  assembled,  do,  and  hereby  does,  heartily  endorse  the  action  of  the 
M.  W.,  the  Grand  Lodge.” 

The  reports  of  the  Grand  Secretary  and  Grand 
Lecturer  are  full  of  interesting  data  and  important 
information,  showing  a  healthy,  sound  condition  of 
the  Craft  in  this  Grand  Jurisdiction. 

Among  the  resolutions  of  thanks  we  find  the  follow¬ 
ing  one  which  we  think  is  of  especial  interest: 

“RESOLVED,  that  the  thanks  of  the  Grand  Chapter  are  due  and  hereby 
are  gratefully  tendered  to  Most  Excellent  Companion  Charles  H.  Blum  for 
the  faithfulness,  zeal  and  ability  with  which  he  has  discharged  the  duties 
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of  Grand  High  Priest,  under  discouraging  and  disheartening  surroundings, 
during  the  past  year,  and  to  his  ever  faithful  and  devoted  wife  who  combin¬ 
ing  her  efforts  with  those  of  her  noble  husband,  raised  a  magnificent  sum  for 
the  furnishing  of  the  Masonic  Home  and  enabled  the  institution  to  be  opened 
fully  equipped  for  its  work,  thereby  demonstrating  that  we  are  marching 
forward  in  this  great  duty  and  privilege  of  ours  of  caring  for  and  educating 
the  Masonic  orphan  children  of  the  state,  with  the  aid  and  assistanc  of  God’s 
best  gift  to  man — woman.” 

The  Report  on  Correspondence  consists  of  about 
106  pages,  is  full  of  interest  and  prepared  with  care. 
Less  than  three  pages  are  devoted  to  a  fair-and  brief 
digest  of  Pennsylvania  1907.  They  say  the  address 
of  our  G.  H..  P.  “is  a  business  document  showing 
creditable  but  quiet  administration.”  They  further 
say  our  “Correspondence  is  a  five-barreled  revolver 
paper  *****  We  are  not  partial  to  this  sort  of  artillery 
and  see  no  good  reason  for  dividing  the  work  up.”  The 
report  is  very  full  and  fraternal. 

In  reply  to  an  expression  of  surprise  we  manifested 
at  the  number  of  “defunct  Chapters”  in  Mississippi, 
they  append  the  following  interesting  note  to  their 
review  of  Pennsylvania: 

“The  only  surprising  thing  about  the  matter  is  that  although  the  decrease 
of  so  many  of  our  Masonic  bodies  in  Mississippi,  has  been  repeatedly  ex¬ 
plained,  the  Correspondence  reporters  do  not  seem  to  catch  on  to  the  causes 
which  have  occasioned  their  decease.  There  is  a  grand  monument  in  the 
National  Military  Park  at  Vicksburg  commemorating  the  Pennsylvania 
soldiers  who  played  a  conspicuous  part  in  the  destruction  of  all  branches 
of  Masonry  in  this  State.  If  there  had  been  no  occasion  for  the  erection 
of  this  monument,  most,  perhaps  all.  of  these  54  Chapters  would  have  been 
active  bodies  today.  Four  years  of  war  and  several  more  of  a  still  more 
destructive  agency,  reconstruction,  had  a  paralyzing  effect  upon  them  and  in 
those  days  of  confusion  men  had  little  time  for  Masonry.  True  there  was  for 
a  time,  after  the  smoke  of  the  battle  had  cleared  away,  a  revival,  but  the 
political  upheaval  of  reconstruction  which  followed  made  matters  worse 
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than  ever  and  for  more  then  ten  years  there  was  hell’s  delight  prevailing  in 
the  community  and  only  the  stronger  bodies  were  able  to  stem  the  tide. 
Try  a  little  civil  war  in  Pennsylvania  and  see  how  it  works.  Put  the  bottom 
rail  on  top  and  let  the  Molly  Maguires  run  things  all  over  the  Keystone 
State  and  you  will  see  the  good  men  leaving  by  the  thousands  and  seeking 
peace  and  quietude  for  themselves  and  families,  as  we  did.  It  is  a  mistake 
that  most  of  these  Chapters  existed  in  towns  of  magnitude,  for  most  of  them 
were  located  in  mere  hamlets  in  rural  communities,  and  where  there  has  been 
growth  since,  new  Chapters  have  been  organized,  just  a  few.  Since  the 
era  of  railroad  building  began  new  towns  have  sprung  up  and  they  drew  the 
little  remnants  which  remained,  from  the  old  towns  and  thus  added  not  a 
little  to  the  difficulties  of  the  situation,  at  least  from  a  Masonic  point  of  view, 
for  there  was  no  one  left  to  keep  up  the  organizations.  The  only  matter  of 
“surprise”  is  that  after  all  which  we  have  gone  through  with,  socially,  polit¬ 
ically  and  Masonically,  there  should  have  remained  any  recuperative  power 
with,  which  to  build  up  a  new  Masonry  and  the  fact  that  there  should  be  at 
this  day  16,433  Masons  in  a  white  population  of  641,000  is  the  only  cause 
for  wonderment.” 

M.  E.  G.  H.  P.  Edwin  J.  Martin,  Meridian,  Miss. 
R.  E.  Gr.  Sec’y  Frederic  Speed,  Vicksburg,  Miss. 

R.  E.  U. 


MISSOURI— 1909. 

The  Sixty-Third  Annual  Convocation  of  the  Grand 
Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  the  State  of  Mis¬ 
souri  was  called  to  order  at  10  o’clock  A.  M.  Tuesday, 
April  27,  A.  D.  1909,  A.  I.  2439,  in  the  Scottish  Rite 
Hall,  Joplin,  Mo.,  and  the  proceedings  proper  con¬ 
sist  of  113  pages  of  the  G.  H.  P.’s  address,  reports  of 
Grand  Officers  and  committees  and  other  interesting 
matters.  Our  judgment  is  that  it  is  one  of  the  very 
best  that  it  has  fallen  to  us  to  examine. 

There  were  present  the  Grand  Officers;  13  P.  G. 
H.  Ps.,  Representatives  of  22  other  Grand  Jurisdict- 
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ions,  80  H.  Ps.,  52  Kings,  36  Scribes,  representing  in 
person  or  by  proxy  90  of  the  106  Chartered  Chapters. 

As  to  the  purpose  of  the  Annual  Grand  Convoca¬ 
tions,  the  G.  H.  P.  says: 

“These  yearly  meetings  are  held  that  we  may  carefully  consider  the  best 
means  to  be  employed  for  the  advancement  of  Capitular  Masonry,  and  counsel 
together  as  to  any  legislation  that  may  be  necessary  and  each  of  us  is  de¬ 
sirous  of  so  performing  that  portion  of  the  work  which  may  be  assigned  to 
him  that  the  result  shall  be  of  benefit  to  the  Royal  Craft.” 

Regarding  the  “work  of  the  year”,  the  G.  H.  P. 
makes  this  interesting  statement: 

• 

“It  is  a  pleasure  to  be  able  to  report  that  the  returns  of  our  constituent 
Chapters  for  the  year  1908  show  a  substantial  increase  in  membership;  the 
Exaltations  for  1907  were  851;  for  1908,  944;  a  gain  of  93  in  Exaltations 
and  a  gain  of  622  in  membership,  the  best  year  we  have  yet  had;  that  this 
result  should  have  been  accomplished  in  a  year  when  the  country  was  yet 
suffering  the  effects  of  a  financial  panic  and  attention  distracted  by  a  Presi¬ 
dential  campaign  is  due,  in  my  opinion,  to  the  fact  that  for  two  years  we  have 
had  a  Grand  Lecturer  in  the  field;  and  we  owe  a  debt  of  gratitude,  not  only 
to  our  Most  Excellent  Companions  Dockery  and  Kuhn,  who  introduced  the 
resolution  which,  adopted,  enabled  us  to  have  a  Companion  constantly 
visiting  our  Chapters,  making  crooked  things  straight  to  those  lots  in  the 
mazes  of  our  Ritual,  and  making  darkness  light  before  those  who  could  not 
decipher  our  Cipher,  but  also  our  Most  Excellent  Companion  Wilson,  whose 
wisdom  in  selecting  the  Companion  appointed,  has  given  us  a  Grand  Lecturer 
who  has  no  superior  and  who,  by  his  lovable  character,  thorough  knowledge 
of  the  work  as  well  as  ability  to  impart  it,  has  won  his  way  into  the  hearts 
of  all  with  whom  he  has  been  brought  in  contact.” 

The  G.  H.  P.  made  a  large  number  of  visitations, 
for  which  he  is  to  be  heartily  commended  and  the 
Grand  Jurisdiction  congratulated. 

The  G.  H.  P.  says: 

“There  are  worthy  Master  Masons  in  this  state  who  desire  to  receive  the 
Capitular  degrees,  but  who  are  prevented  from  so  doing  because  living  within 
the  jurisdiction  of  Chapters  that  will  not  or  cannot  confer  the  degrees  and 
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cannot  or  will  not  get  together  a  quorum,  hold  a  meeting,  waive  jurisdiction 
and  permit  a  live  and  progressive  Chapter  to  confer  the  degrees.” 

In  view  of  which  he  makes  the  remarkable  recom¬ 
mendation  that  it  would  be  well  to  abolish  jurisdic¬ 
tional  lines  and  give  all  Chapters  concurrent  jurisdic¬ 
tion  throughout  the  whole  state,  so  a  Brother  might 
petition  anywhere  in  the  state.  We  cannot  endorse 
such  recommendation.  In  our  opinion  the  better 
course  would  be  to  make  the  "drones”  get  busy  or 
forfeit  their  charters. 

The  G.  H.  P’s.  reference  to  their  "Masonic  Home” 
is  of  the  most  happy  and  gratifying  character,  he  says: 
"It  is  the  pride  of  our  Fraternity”.  Hasten  the  day 
when  we  in  this  Grand  Jurisdiction  can  make  the  same 
proud  statement. 

The  G.  H.  P.  makes  the  following  wise  statement 
regarding  "Fraternal  Correspondence:” 

“The  Fraternal  Correspondence  which  appears  as  an  appendix  to  our 
printed  Proceedings,  has  attained  a  size  largely  exceeding  in  volume  the  Pro¬ 
ceedings,  including  memorial  pages  and  tabulated  statements.  If  the  Frater¬ 
nal  Correspondence  has  a  purpose,  it  is  to  give  information  concerning  the 
conditions  and  doings  of  other  Grand  Chapters,  and  if  this  purpose  were 
kept  in  view,  not  only  would  the  disproportionate  size  of  the  correspondence 
be  reduced,  but  also  our  printing  bill. 

“That  you  may  know  that  this  matter  is  being  given  attention  in  other 
Grand  Jurisdictions,  I  here  quote  from  the  address  of  the  Grand  High  Priest 
of  Wisconsin,  M.  E.  Companion  David  Harlowe,  as  follows: 

“The  function  of  a  Committee  of  Foreign  Correspondence  is  entirely 
clerical  and  consists  in  reviewing  and  reporting  the  acts  and  declarations 
of  other  Grand  Bodies  to  their  own  body.  If  all  Correspondents  could  dis¬ 
tinguish  between  what  is  essential  and  what  is  trivial  and  would  report  only 
such  events,  occurrences  and  legislation  as  are  important,  with  a  digest  of 
Constitutional  Amendments,  decisions,  etc.,  and  summarizing  the  condition 
of  the  Royal  Craft,  these  Reports  would  be  of  considerable  value  and  interest. 
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“To  give  facts  and  not  express  personal  opinions  is  the  duty  of  a  Corres¬ 
pondent;  it  should  be  his  aim  to  instruct  rather  than  amuse.  At  the  present 
time  much  of  the  material  contained  in  these  reports  is  of  a  personal  nature — 
one  Correspondent  quoting  from  another  and  very  little  is  devoted  to  Grand 
Chapter  proceedings.” 

In  view  of  which  Sec.  61  of  Art.  XI  of  the  By-Laws 
was  amended  by  providing  that  hereafter  the  Report 
on  Correspondence  should  not  exceed  100  pages,  to 
be  prepared  by  a  Companion  who  should  be  paid  for 
his  services  the  sum  of  $200.  Which  ideas  of  the  G. 
H.  P.  we  endorse  and  approve  and  they  largely  ac¬ 
count  for  our  extravagant  use  of  the  “shears  and  paste 
pot”  and  for  our  refraining  from  injecting  our  individ¬ 
ual  opinion  and  for  our  endeavoring  to  refrain  from 
trying  to  introduce  original  matter  in  our  reviews. 

A  very  interesting  report  is  submitted  by  a  Special 
Committee  appointed  in  pursuance  of  a  resolution  of 
the  previous  year  to  suggest  “what  action,  if  any, 
can  be  taken  by  this  Grand  Chapter  tending  toward 
an  increase  of  its  usefulness.”  A  table  is  submitted 
showing  in  each  of  the  states  the  percentage  of  Royal 
Arch  Masons  to  the  number  of  Master  Masons,  which 
varies  from  11  per  cent,  in  North  Carolina  to  50  per 
cent,  in  Rhode  Island. 

The  report  of  six  pages  discusses  the  matter  fully 
and  freely,  and  briefly  stated,  the  conclusion  is  “that 
one  of  the  most  practical  ways  to  increase  the  useful¬ 
ness  of  this  Grand  Chapter  is  to  increase  the  member¬ 
ship  of  the  subordinate  Chapters”  and  as  a  proper 
means  of  accomplishing  this  they  suggest  more  and 
greater  activity  among  the  Companions,  more  zeal 
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and  earnestness  among  the  officers  of  the  subordi¬ 
nate  bodies  who  should  always  endeavor  to  do  "Good 
Work,  True  Work  and  Square  Work.”  They  suggest 
an  occasional  social  evening,  rotation  in  office  and  if 
possible  the  publication  of  some  sort  of  Masonic 
periodical  by  the  Grand  Chapter  for  free  distribution 
among  the  Companions  so  that  they  might  be  better 
able  to  "dispense  true  Masonic  light  and  knowledge 
to  their  less  informed  brethren.” 

Truly  worthy  suggestions. 

A  Grand  Convocation  of  Anointed  High  Priests 
of  the  State  of  Missouri  assembled,  the  ballot  was 
spread  and  46  High  Priests  were  duly  elected,  anoint¬ 
ed,  consecrated  and  set  apart  to  the  Holy  Order  of 
High  Priesthood. 

There  is  appended  a  list  of  the  standing  resolutions 
and  decisions  since  1901,  none  of  which  is  startling 
in  character  or  new  in  substance. 

The  Fraternal  Correspondence  is  the  work  of  Com¬ 
panion  Robert  F.  Stevenson  and  we  can  conscientious¬ 
ly  repeat  and  say  "It  is  unquestionably  work  well 
done.”  He  devotes  nearly  six  pages  to  Pennsylvania 
1907.  Where  he  commends  and  approves,  his  words 
have  the  ring  of  sincerity  and  where  he  criticises,  you 
feel  that  the  criticism  is  absolutely  honest. 

M.  E.  G.  H.  P.  Van  Fremont  Boor,  Kansas  City, 
Mo. 

R.  E.  Gr.  Sec’y  Robert  F.  Stevenson,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 


R.  E.  U. 
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MONTANA— 1907. 

The  Eighteenth  Annual  Convocation  of  the  M.  E. 
Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  Montana 
was  held  in  the  hall  of  Deer  Lodge  Chapter  No.  3  in 
Masonic  Temple  in  Butte  on  Tuesday,  September  17, 
1907,  beginning  at  9.40  A.  M. 

After  a  preliminary  report  was  made  by  the  Grand 
Secretary  to  the  effect  that  all  chapters  in  the  juris¬ 
diction  had  made  their  annual  returns  and  paid  Grand 
Chapter  dues  and  that  a  majority  were  represented 
at  this  annual  convocation,  the  Grand  Chapter  was 
opened  in  Ample  Form  by  the  M.  E.  Grand  High 
Priest,  with  prayer  by  the  Acting  Grand  Chaplain, 
Rev.  Comp.  Frank  B.  Lewis. 

The  Grand  High  Priest  opens  his  address  as  follows: 

“I  extend  to  you  a  cordial  and  fraternal  welcome  to  this  our  Eighteenth 
Annual  Convocation  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  Mon¬ 
tana,  and  I  trust  that  the  many  ties  of  companionship  already  formed,  as  well 
as  those  that  will  develop  at  this  convocation,  will  strengthen  and  become  • 
more  binding  through  our  fraternal  greetings  and  deliberations  during  this 
session. 

‘  ‘  I  can  hardly  realize  that  a  year  has  passed  since  we  last  met  at  Helena 
and  that  the  time  has  arrived  for  me  to  render  an  account  of  the  trust  reposed 
in  me  at  that  time. 

“I  will  not  elaborate  on  the  conditions  of  the  world  at  large,  or  this  nation 
in  particular,  but  join  with  you  in  thanking  the  Great  Jehovah  that  we  have 
peace  and  prosperity  on  every  hand,  and  that  our  own  commonwealth  is 
especially  blessed. 

“Our  Royal  Hive  has  been  unusually  busy,  and  we  have  labored  in  the 
vineyards  with  gratifying  results. 

“Most  of  our  Chapters  are  zealous  in  their  work,  and  show  a  healthy  con¬ 
dition  of  growth  and  quality  of  work.  We  have  added  another  Chapter  to 
our  number — Glasgow  No.  17 —  and  we  welcome  them  into  our  Council 
most  heartily.  They  have,  “like  the  brothers  of  old,”  come  up,  to  help, 
aid  and  assist  in  the  noble  and  glorious  work  of  rebuilding  the  House  of  the 
Lord.” 
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Proper  and  touching  tributes  were  noted  by  the 
G.  H.  P.  to  the  memories  of  Alexander  Fraser  R.  E. 
D.  G.  H.  and  Cornelius  Hedges,  R.  E.  G.  Sec’y>  who 
had  been  summoned  by  the  Angel  of  Death  since  their 
last  Annual  Convocation,  and  mention  is  made  of 
the  death  of  all  Companions  that  have  died  within 
their  jurisdiction  during  the  year,  as  well  as  of  “the 
distinguished  dead  of  all  other  jurisdictions”,  includ¬ 
ing  our  own  P.  G.  H.  P.  William  Charles  Hamilton. 

The  G.  H.  P.  gives  in  his  address  a  copy  of  quite  a 
number  of  circular  letters  and  special  orders  sent  out 
by  him,  in  none  of  which  are  there  any  matters  of 
sufficient  consequence  for  notice  herein. 

Fourteen  of  the  seventeen  Chapters  were  visited 
and  inspected.  The  G.  H.  P.  gives  a  full  and  detailed 
account  of  his  visitations,  and  says: 


"With  the  exception  of  Valley,  Yellowstone,  Livingstone  and  Hope  Chap¬ 
ters,  Capitular  Masonry  seems  to  be  thriving  in  this  jurisdiction — there 
having  been  132  advanced  and  124  exalted  during  the  year. 

"The  Chapters  visited  are  well  equipped  with  good  quarters,  robes  and 
paraphernalia,  and  those  who  exemplified  the  work  with  one  or  two  except¬ 
ions  show  efficient  officers. 

"There  seems  to  be  a  tendency  to  rush  candidates  through  the  degrees 
after  conferring  the  Mark  Master’s  degree,  and  no  attempt  is  made  to  instruct 
the  candidates  in  even  the  essential  parts  of  the  work.  The  law  expressly 
states,  as  well  as  the  ritual,  that  the  candidates  shall  be  proficient  in  the  pre¬ 
ceding  degrees  before  being  advanced.  The  degree  of  proficiency  is  left  to 
the  Chapters,  and  in  cases  where  it  is  desired  to  confer  more  than  one  degree 
in  an  evening  on  the  same  candidates,  a  few  minutes’  intermission  should 
be  allowed  for  his  proper  instruction  in  the  essential  parts  of  the  degree  that 
has  been  conferred.  That  will  not  only  cause  him  to  appreciate  what  he  has 
received,  but  will  better  enable  him  to  pass  an  examination  should  he  ever 
be  called  upon  to  prove  himself  a  Royal  Arch  Mason.  I  also  note  that  several 
Chapters  have  changed  their  By-Laws  in  the  minutes,  and  in  some  cases  it  is 
a  mystery  what  the  Chapter’s  real  By-Laws  are. 
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“I  note  in  several  of  the  Chapters  that  the  By-Laws  have  not  been  signed 
by  a  number  of  the  members.  These  discrepancies  should  be  remedied.  In 
a  number  of  the  Chapters  I  find  the  regular  Convocations  have  been  vacated, 
several  months  in  some  cases,  without  any  reason  assigned,  or  reference 
thereto.  In  most  all  of  the  Chapters  the  Book  of  Marks  is  not  kept  up  to 
date  and  shows  very  little  attention  being  paid  to  that  provision — that  the 
Brother’s  Mark  must  be  selected  and  recorded  in  said  book  before  being  ex¬ 
alted.  The  excuse  was  generally  made  that  either  the  Secretary  did  not  have 
time,  or  it  was  the  custom  to  wait  until  they  had  a  number  accumulate  and  have 
them  recorded  in  a  “bunch.”  All  the  Chapters  can  well  afford  to  pay  to 
have  this  work  properly  done.  Several  of  the  Chapters  pay  no  attention  to 
the  Black  book  if  they  have  one;  this  is  in  violation  of  the  law.  Very  few  of 
the  Chapters  are  using  the  correct  Ark;  this  change  should  be  made  as  soon 
as  possible.  I  note  that  several  of  the  Chapters  after  electing  an  applicant 
prescribe  that  fees  shall  be  paid  for  each  degree;  I  think  that  this  is  a  poor 
system,  and  that  the  entire  fee  should  be  paid  before  receiving  a  degree. 

“These  are  some  of  the  essential  points  I  noted  in  my  visitations  which 
I  wish  to  call  to  your  attention.  I  have  not  mentioned  all  the  details  of 
my  inspection,  believing  that  what  criticism  or  correction  I  had  to  make  in 
the  conduct  and  work  of  the  various  Chapters  visited  should  be  made  direct 
to  them  to  accomplish  the  most  good.  It  is  to  be  deplored  that  we  have  a 
few  drones  in  this  hive  of  Chapters,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  good  ex¬ 
ample  set  by  their  Sister  Chapters  accompanied  by  the  gentle  roasting  of 
your  Grand  High  Priest  may  have  a  salutary  effect  for  the  future.” 

Under  “Recommendations”,  the  G.  H.  P.  suggests 
six  matters  for  consideration,  all  of  which  are  disap¬ 
proved  and  reported  on  adversely  by  the  Committee 
on  Jurisprudence,  except  the  fourth,  to  the  effect 
“That  the  word  'august’  be  used  instead  of  'Sublime’ 
in  connection  with  the  term  'Royal  Arch  Mason’ 
in  both  the  minutes  and  the  Monitorial  work,”  which 
is  approved. 

The  absence  of  a  Report  on  Correspondence  is  thus 
explained — upon  the  death  of  the  Grand  Secretary 
his  son,  Cornelius  Hedges,  Jr.,  was  appointed  by  the 
G.  H.  P.  to  fill  the  vacancy  and  in  his  report  the  Grand 
Secretary  says: 
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“Not  feeling  equal  to  the  preparation  of  a  Correspondence  Report,  it  did 
not  seem  right  to  me  to  draw  the  full  salary  of  the  office.  The  writing  o 
such  report  has  always  been  made  a  part  of  the  duties  of  the  Grand  Secre¬ 
tary.  In  many  Jurisdictions  the  duties  of  the  Correspondent  are  performed 
by  another  Companion  who  is  paid  for  the  service.” 

In  the  Report  of  Committee  on  Returns  of  Char-  . 
tered  Chapters  it  appears  that  five  of  the  seventeen 
Chapters  are  holding  their  stated  Convocations  on 
different  dates  than  appeared  in  the  printed  proceed¬ 
ings  of  the  previous  year  as  their  regular  term,  for 
instance — “  Valley  Chapter  No.  4,  in  printed  proceed¬ 
ings  of  last  year,  have  their  stated  Convocations  on 
2d  and  4th  Saturdays  of  each  month.  Their  report 
now  names  1st  and  3d  Fridays  of  each  month.” 

A  brief  of  the  returns  of  all  the  Chapters  is  appended, 
giving  date  of  charter,  dates  of  regular  meetings, 
lists  of  officers,  P.  H.  Ps.,  and  members,  with  exalta¬ 
tions,  admissions,  dimissions,  suspensions,  re-instate¬ 
ments  and  deaths  in  each  Chapter. 

From  the  Recapitulation  it  appears  that  in  1907 
there  were  within  the  jurisdiction  4690  Master  Masons, 
1363  Royal  Arch  Masons  and  765  Knights  Templar. 

M.  E.  G.  H.  P.  Rev.  Frank  B.  Lewis,  Bozeman,  Mon. 

R.  E.  Gr.  Sec’y  Cornelius  Hedges,  Jr.,  Helena,  Mon. 

R.  E.  U. 


MONTANA— 1908. 

The  Nineteenth  Annual  Convocation  of  the  M.  E. 
Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  Montana 
was  held  in  the  Chapter  Room  of  the  Masonic  Temple 
in  Helena  on  Tuesday,  September  15th,  1908,  at  9.30 
A.  M. 


194 


THE  GRAND  HOLY  ROYAL  ARCH 


[1909. 


After  a  preliminary  Report  was  made  by  the  Grand 
Secretary  that  all  Chapters  had  made  returns  and 
paid  their  annual  dues  and  that  more  than  a  consti¬ 
tutional  number  were  represented,  the  Grand  Chapter 
was  opened  in  Ample  Form  by  the  M.  E.  Grand  High 
Priest  with  prayer  by  the  Grand  Chaplain. 

The  Grand  High  Priest  opens  his  address  with: 

“The  assembling  of  any  annual  body,  composed  of  representatives  from 
a  large  territory,  and  made  up  in  large  part  of  the  same  members  from  year 
to  year,  calls  from  us  its  own  peculiar  emotions.  The  friendly  greeting  be¬ 
comes  each  year  more  earnest,  the  bonds  of  affection  are  more  closely  drawn 
and  we  are  the  better  able  to  promote  each  other’s  welfare  and  rejoice  in  each 
other’s  prosperity.  We  meet  this  year,  I  believe,  under  healthy  conditions 
and  auspicious  circumstances.  The  world  is  at  peace  and  no  great  feeling 
of  unrest  is  disturbing  the  tranquility  of  the  nations.  If  conditions  in  our 
own  land  are  not  at  such  a  dizzy  height  of  worldly  prosperity  as  they  have 
sometimes  been,  they  are  not  such  that  any  need  be  hopeless,  for  prospects 
for  the  future  point  to  steady  improvements,  and  we  may  well  have  faith 
that  God  will  hear  our  prayers  and  grant  us  health,  happiness  and  peace 
throughout  the  generations.  If  we  are  wise,  periods  of  depression  and  dif¬ 
ficulty  will  lead  us  to  greater  faith  and  trust.  We  get  relief  from  these 
material  troubles  out  of  the  ordinary  processes  of  things,  from  the  course 
of  nature,  what  we  term  the  bounties  of  Providence.  The  so-called  wisdom 
of  men,  the  manipulations  of  affairs,  and  interference  with  natural  laws 
sometimes  produce  most  favorable  circumstances,  periods  of  great  material 
prosperity;  but  as  these  conditions  are  factitious,  so  the  resulting  good  is 
very  often  ficticious.  The  artificial  conditions,  like  ‘chateau  d’Espagne’,  are 
built  in  the  air,  and  there  is  nothing  so  certain  as  that  they  must  presently 
fall  down;  while  the  solid  foundations  are  those  of  God.  We  should  be  led 
to  believe  more  and  more,  then,  in  the  Eternal  things,  not  relying  on  our¬ 
selves  and  our  own  strength,  but  upon  a  firm  assurance  that  if  we  do  well 
our  part  all  things  will  finally  work  out  for  good.  We  are  insufficient  of  our¬ 
selves,  but  the  Divine  support  is  ours  and  will  be  given  in  a  wise  way,  so  that 
we  must  never  give  up  striving  to  do  our  part,  and  we  need  never  despair. 
These  are  lessons  which  our  Royal  Art  teaches  us,  but  we  are  dull,  and  slow 
to  learn. 

“Intermingled  with  the  pleasure  that  comes  to  us  from  the  greeting  of 
old  friends  and  the  renewing  of  old  friendships  from  year  to  year  there  is  a 
vein  of  sadness,  because  some  will  gather  with  us  no  more  in  our  annual 
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councils.  It  is  an  old,  old  story.  The  world  moves  on  in  its  inevitable 
course;  we  seem  to  be  standing  aside  and  watching  its  passage;  others  move 
along  with  it  and  enter  upon  other  scenes,  fulfilling  their  earthy  duties  in 
regions  far  apart  from  us,  while  here  and  there,  now  this  one,  now  that,  lays 
down  the  burden  and  is  snatched  away  from  our  eyes  forever.  We  miss  their 
presence  and  counsel,  we  mourn  their  loss.  But  in  spite  of  anything  that  can 
happen,  we  yet  have  a  cause  of  rejoicing.  For  there  is  nothing  which  our 
Masonic  lessons  teach  us  more  distinctly,  there  is  nothing  to  which  our 
symbolism  points  more  continuously,  than  that  there  is  another  life  and  a 
higher  Council  into  which,  in  God’s  own  good  time,  we  hope  to  assemble, 
under  the  rule  and  government  of  the  Great  High  Priest.  We  commemorate 
the  fraternal  dead  with, bowed  heads  and  saddened  hearts,  because  our  hope 
has  not  yet  become  fruition;  our  faith,  howsoever,  strong  as  it  may  be,  is  not 
yet  lost  in  sight.  Pray  God,  that  as  we  assemble  here  from  year  to  year, 
the  sadness  may  ever  diminish,  the  rejoicing  may  ever  increase.” 

Here  follows  a  list  of  the  Distinguished  Dead  of 
Other  Jurisdictions,  in  which  is  found  Thomas  R. 
Patton  of  our  own  jurisdiction. 

While  the  following  quotation  from  the  G.  H.  P’s. 
address  may  appear  long,  we  think  it  of  sufficient  in¬ 
terest  to  warrant  its  reproduction  here: 

‘  ‘  I  think  that  our  Chapter  Secretaries  are,  with  barely  an  exception,  a  very 
efficient  lot  of  men.  I  examined  their  books  in  every  Chapter  but  one,  and 
in  that  case  the  Secretary  was  away  from  home,  and  his  books  could  not  be 
gotten  at.  I  was  glad  to  observe  that  the  recommendations  of  my  prede¬ 
cessors  had  in  most  cases  been  observed,  that  the  secretary  make  note  of 
the  reason  why  a  Chapter  failed  to  hold  a  meeting  on  the  night  of  any  regular 
Convocation.  I  am  sure  that  should  always  be  done,  as  a  safeguard  to  avoid 
any  serious  trouble  in  case  of  difficulties.  I  observed  that  very  many  Secre¬ 
taries  made  record  of  the  fact  that  candidates  were  examined  as  to  their 
proficiency  before  being  advanced  to  a  higher  degree,  but  as  in  many  cases 
that  higher  degree  was  given  on  the  same  evening,  the  degree  of  proficiency 
required  could  scarcely  have  made  the  examination  anything  more  than  a 
form.  In  some  instances  the  examination  was  said  to  have  been  held  in  open 
Chapter.  No  one  will  go  farther  than  I  in  support  of  the  principle  that  we 
should  have  no  laws  on  our  statute  books  which  are  not  obeyed. 

“PROFICIENCY.  The  law  requiring  proficiency,  then,  was  well  repealed 
if  it  was  a  dead  letter.  But  it  certainly  is  lamentable  that  our  new  members 
are  not  required  to  know  anything  ,  for  it  can  do  no  good  to  teach  a  man  a 
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form  or  two  for  him  to  repeat  immediately.  He  will  not  remember  it.  Be¬ 
sides,  that  which  is  taught  is  only  what  is  practised  at  the  opening  and  closing 
of  every  Chapter.  One  will  learn  that  in  any  event,  if  he  attends  Chapter. 
I  think  some  definite  matter  should  be  assigned  to  be  committed  to 
memory,  as  we  do  in  the  lodge,  in  order  that  a  man  may  have  something  to 
enable  him  to  work  his  way  into  a  Chapter,  and  that  he  may  have  some 
foundation  upon  which  to  build.  Almost  universally  the  lectures  are  omit¬ 
ted.  I  think  there  are  not  more  than  two  or  three  Chapters  in  the  state 
where  the  lectures  are  given  the  candidate  with  the  degree.  I  think  these 
lectures  should  not  be  regularly  omitted.  I  think  they  are  too  long  to  re¬ 
quire  that  they  should  be  entirely  committed  by  the  candidate,  but  a  part  of 
each  might  be  given  as  a  catechism  to  be  learned,  v^ith  good  results. 

“BLACK  BOOKS.  We  ought  to  have  no  laws  which  we  do  not  obey. 
To  have  a  law  on  our  statute  books  which  we  do  not  expect  to  obey  or  which 
we  read  out  of  its  plain  and  evident  meaning  and  intention  in  order  to  get 
around  it,  seems  to  me  most  deplorable.  If  there  is  not  sufficient  sentiment 
behind  a  law  to  call  for  its  obedience  or  enable  it  to  be  enforced,  repeal  that 
law  no  matter  how  good  it  may  seem,  no  matter  what  benefits  it  might  be 
supposed  to  bring  if  it  were  obeyed.  If  you  have  an  obligation  in  such  a 
shape  or  in  such  a  place  that  you  cannot  repeal  it,  then  for  the  sake  of  all 
that  is  good  and  of  all  good  influence,  obey  it,  whatever  inconvenience  may 
arise  from  its  obedience.  This  is  apropos  of  a  matter  to  which  I  am  going 
to  return,  but  first  a  small  matter  which  may  come  under  the  same  head. 
The  closing  words  of  section  8,  Article  III  of  the  By-Laws  read,“  and  the 
proper  entries  made  thereof  in  the  Black  Book”.  I  found  some  Chapters 
that  had  never  heard  of  a  Chapter  Black  Book.  Most  of  the  Secretaries  do 
not  keep  the  Black  Book  written  up.  I  found  only  one  who  ever  knew  of 
the  Black  Book  being  referred  to,  or  thought  it  was  of  any  use.  Such  a 
list  in  order  to  be  of  value  must  be  complete.  In  case  of  a  new  Chapter,  it 
could  only  be  complete  by  the  making  of  a  list  from  the  beginning  of  our 
Grand  Chapter  or  by  keeping  the  list  from  the  starting  of  it,  until  all  had 
died  whose  names  would  have  appeared  in  it  before.  One  searches  the  Black 
Book  to  learn  whether  any  misfortunes  have  ever  befallen  a  Companion. 
If  he  finds  his  name  there,  he  knows  of  course,  but  if  he  does  not  find  it, 
what  assurance  has  he  that  it  would  not  have  been  there,  had  the  book  been 
old  enough,  or  had  the  list  been  complete?  I  can  see  no  use  for  a  Black 
Book  in  the  Chapter;  I  think  it  would  be  better  if  there  were  but  one  such  list 
in  the  jurisdiction,  that  in  the  Grand  Secretary’s  office,  and  I  think  the 
Secretaries  of  Chapters  have  enough  to  do  without  keeping  it. 

“SUBSTITUTES.  Another  matter  which  seems  to  me  a  case  of  law 
which  ought  to  be  repealed,  if  it  cannot  be  observed  or  observed  if  it  cannot 
be  repealed,  is  that  pertaining  to  what  we  called  substitutes.  I  recognize 
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the  fact  that  this  is  old  straw.  I  do  not  ask  to  have  it  threshed  over.  I  do 
not  expect  to  make  a  motion  towards  prohibiting  the  use.  I  am  willing 
that  every  man  should  be  ruled  by  his  own  .conscience  and  not  by  mine. 
But  I  wish  the  General  Grand  Chapter  had  never  attempted  to  make  a  con¬ 
science  of  us  in  this  regard.  I  cannot  possibly  see  how  anybody  can  think  it 
lawful  unless  he  assumes  that  a  man  can  be  made  a  Royal  Arch  Mason  more 
than  once.  If  this  can  be,  then  the  use  of  substitutes  would  be  all  right. 

But  in  that  case  there  is  no  sense  in  the  restriction  that  is  made  that  they 

_____  • 

should  only  be  used  to  complete  a  class  when  necessary.  Except  in  the  way 
I  have  mentioned,  and  that  is  just  getting  around  the  law,  I  cannot  under¬ 
stand  how  any  one  can  think  the  use  of  substitutes  any  thing  but  a  simple 
refusal  to  do  as  we  have  solemnly  promised.  The  fact  that  the  Grand  Chap¬ 
ter  and  the  General  Grand  Chapter  permit  it,  is  nothing  to  me  in  a  case  like 
this.  It  is  too  plain  to  need  any  exegesis.  The  matter  seems  the  more 
objectionable  to  me  because  every  one  present  at  the  time  substitutes  are 
used  is  in  a  way  forced  into  the  acceptance  of  that  interpretation.  The 
first  time  that  I  was  present  where  one  was  used,  I  did  not  know  that  such 
was  the  case  until  the  ceremonies  were  nearly  over.  However,  this  thing  is 
going  on  everywhere  in  Montana,  and  I  only  know  two  Chapters  where  a 
substitute  has  never  been  used.  I  do  not  expect  to  stop  it  by  any  words  of 
mine,  but  if  there  is  any  one  who  agrees  with  me,  it  may  be  a  little  gratification 
to  him  to  know  that  he  is  not  absolutely  alone.  But  there  are  two  condi¬ 
tions  connected  with  the  General  Grand  Chapter’s  permission  to  which  I 
would  like  to  call  your  attention.  The  ruling  is  not  that  a  substitute  may  be 
used  when  it  is  CONVENIENT  to  do  so  but  when  NECESSARY.  I  am 
sure  the  expedient  is  often  adopted  when  it  could  not  with  any  sincerity  be 
termed  necessary.  If  you  give  what  is  evidently  a  peculiar  interpretation 
to  the  law,  you  certainly  ought  to  obey  the  law  according  to  your  interpre¬ 
tation  of  it.  Again,  the  General  Grand  Chapter  ruling  plainly  permits  the 
use  of  only  one  substitute.  It  is  to  complete  a  class.  I  have  been  told  that 
more  than  one  was  never  used,  and  I  have  asked  why,  urging  that  if  one  was 
not  a  violation  of  the  requirements,  two  was  no  more  a  violation.  But  if 
you  are  doing  this  because  some  higher  authority  permits  it,  then  stay  by  the 
permission  and  do  not  go  beyond  it.  An  elderly  man,  who  was  too  infirm 
to  stand  the  ceremonies,  was  brought  in  between  two  substitutes,  and  given 
the  obligation.  He  was  then  seated  in  the  Chapter  Room,  where  a  teanCof 
bona  fide  candidates  were  exalted  in  due  form.  That,  it  seems  to  me,  amounts 
to  one  more  than  the  requisite  number  being  exalted,  under  the  cover  of 
this  substitute  custom.  I  think  it  would  have  been  the  correct  thing  to  have 
brought  the  infirm  candidate  in  as  a  part  of  the  regular  team,  and  then  when 
he  had  been  obligated,  to  have  placed  the  substitute  in  his  place  to  endure 
the  fatigue,  while  he  looked  on.  The  unlawful  means  adopted  to  avoid  the 
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difficulty  would  never  have  been  thought  of,  except  for  the  easy  use  of  sub¬ 
stitutes.  Again  it  should  be  borne  in  mind  that  the  substitute  should  be 
prepared  as  though  he  were  a  bona  fida  candidate.  I  think  usually  they  are 
treated  differently.  There  is  no  law  or  excuse  for  that.  If  a  substitute  is 
used  at  all,  he  must  be  treated  just  like  the  rest.” 

About  thirteen  pages  of  the  G.  H.  P’s.  address  is 
taken  up  ffi  giving  an  interesting  account  of  his  visita¬ 
tions  to  the  various  subordinate  Chapters,  in  which 
he  expresses  himself  frankly  and  freely  as  to  his  re¬ 
ception,  treatment  and  observations,  most  of  which 
is  of  a  laudatory  character,  as  evidenced  by  the  closing 
paragraph: 

“Such  is  my  record  of  duties  attempted  in  the  high  office  which  you  called 
upon  me  to  take.  I  have  felt  my  inefficiency  and  have  deplored  my  ignor¬ 
ance  and  dullness,  but  I  have  done  what  I  could.  I  wish  to  say  again  that 
the  universal  kindness,  attention  and  generosity  of  the  Companions  every¬ 
where  have  been  most  touching  and  delightful.  I  can  truly  say  that  I  went 
nowhere  but  that  I  was  overwhelmed  with  kindness.  With  these  poor 
words,  the  best  I  have  and  all  I  have,  I  wish  to  thank  them.” 

The  parts  of  the  G.  H.  P’s  address  under  Recommen¬ 
dations,  Official  Acts,  Dispensations,  Decisions,  etc., 
clearly  show  that  he  is  “the  right  man  in  the  right 
place”,  God-fearing  and  man-defying  in  what  he  thinks 
is  right,  imbued  with  zealous  care  and  caution  in  the 
performance  of  what  he  conscientiously  believes  to 
be  his  duty,  bearing  on  which  we  find  the  following 
in  the  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Doings  of  Grand 
Officers: 

“We  most  heartily  approve  of  the  address  of  the  Grand  High  Priest  as  a 
whole,  and  compliment  him  on  the  untiring  zeal  displayed  in  the  discharge  of 
the  duties  of  his  office.  His  diligence  in  visiting  and  examining  closely  into 
the  affairs  of  the  subordinate  Chapters  is  worthy  of  our  highest  commenda¬ 
tion  and  we  would  recommend  to  his  successors  in  office  the  emulation  of  his 
example.  ” 
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The  various  Committees  made  their  respective 
reports  and  recommendations,  the  most  important 
being  that  of  the  Finance  Committee,  recommending 
an  increase  of  the  Grand  Secretary’s  salary  from  $200 
to  $400,  including  the  Correspondence  work,  and  the 
Jurisprudence  Committee,  recommending  a  new  form 
of  petition  and  recommending  that  the  following 
paragraph  in  the  Constitution,  Art.  XVII,  Section  1 : 
“Nor  shall  the  application  of  a  rejected  candi¬ 
date  for  the  degree  be  accepted  by  any  Chapter, 
without  the  unanimous  consent  of  the  Chapter  in 
which  he  was  rejected”,  be  stricken  out  and  the  fol¬ 
lowing  paragraph  be  substituted  in  lieu  thereof:  “No 
Chapter  of  this  Jurisdiction  shall  confer  the  degrees 
on  any  candidate  previously  rejected  by  any  other 
Chapter,  without  the  consent  of  such  rejecting  Chap¬ 
ter,  provided  such  Chapter  be  in  existence.” 

In  accordance  with  the  recommendations  of  the 
Grand  High  Priest  and  the  Committee  on  Doings  of 
Grand  Officers,  “the  Constitution,  By  Laws  and  Regu¬ 
lations  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Montana,  includ¬ 
ing  all  changes  made  up  to  and  including  the  Nine¬ 
teenth  Annual  Convocation”  are  printed  in  the  back 
of  the  proceedings,  and  we  regret  they  are  of  too  great 
length  to  be  printed  herein. 

M.  E.  G.  H.  P.  Edward  C.  Day,  Helena,  Montana. 

R.  E.  Gr.  Sec’y  Cornelius  Hedges,  Jr.,  Helena,  Mon. 


R.  E.  U. 
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NEBRASKA— 1908. 

The  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  Ne¬ 
braska  held  its  Forty-Second  Annual  Convocation  in 
Freemasons  Hall,  Omaha,  Wednesday,  December  16th, 
A.  I.  2438,  A.  D.  1908. 

The  G.  H.  P.  opens  his  address  with  earnest  words 
of  welcome,  especially  encouraging  to  the  younger 
members,  and  a  statement  of  the  objects  and  purposes 
of  the  Grand  Chapter,  as  follows: 

“I  extend  to  you  a  cordial  welcome  to  our  forty-second  annual  convocation. 
While  it  is  gratifying  to  have  with  us  today  so  many  of  those  whose  labors 
in  the  past  have  placed  Royal  Arch  Masonry  on  the  high  plane  it  has  reached 
in  our  state,  and  who  by  their  unselfish  labors  laid  the  foundation  of  our 
Grand  Chapter,  I  especially  welcome  the  younger  members  of  our  Grand 
Body,  and  invite  them  to  take  active  part  in  our  deliberations,  and  heartily 
join  in  what  should  be  in  the  nature  of  a  family  reunion,  where  cordial  and 
fraternal  greetings  are  exchanged  and  the  warm  clasp  of  friendship  is  given. 

“Under  our  rules  and  regulations  the  Grand  Chapter  is  a  legislative  body, 
designed  for  the  purpose  of  considering  the  welfare  of  the  chapters  in  the 
jurisdiction,  and  for  the  enactment  of  legislation  that  may  be  beneficial 
to  them.  You  are  the  representatives  of  the  several  chapters,  and  their 
interests  in  this  Grand  Body  have  been  committed  to  your  keeping,  and  on 
their  behalf  it  is  your  duty  to  take  active  part  in  the  deliberations  of  the  Grand 
Chapter  and  labor  for  the  general  good,  not  only  for  the  chapter  which  you 
represent,  but  for  the  good  of  the  entire  Craft.  I  ask  at  your  hands  care¬ 
ful  consideration  of  all  matters  that  may  be  submitted,  and  when  they  are 
finally  disposed  of,  it  should  be  in  such  manner  as  to  meet  the  hearty  ap¬ 
proval  af  all.  All  legislation  enacted,  or  business  transacted,  should  be  the 
result  of  what  a  majority  of  you  believe  to  be  for  the  best  interests  of  all.” 

The  most  important  decision  was  made  by  the  D.  G. 
H.  P.  in  the  absence  of  the  G.  H.  P.  and  it  was  sus¬ 
tained  and  approved  by  the  Grand  Chapter.  It  fol¬ 
lows: 

“That  the  proper  mode  of  disposing  of  objections  that  are  filed  against 
the  advancement  of  one  who  had  received  one  or  more  of  the  degrees  of  Royal 
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Arch  Masonry  would  be  by  a  motion  that  the  objections  be  overruled;  and  if 
two-thirds  of  the  members  of  the  chapter  present  should  vote  in  favor  of 
the  motion,  the  objections  would  not  be  sustained  and  the  chapter  could  pro¬ 
ceed  to  confer  the  degrees  of  Royal  Arch  Masonry  on  the  applicant.” 

The  report  of  the  Grand  Secretary  has  some  inter¬ 
esting  data  regarding  their  Masonic  Home,  inter  alia, 
as  to  improvements  completed  and  proposed  and  ex¬ 
pense  incident  to  operation,  as  follows: 

“The  second  addition  to  the  Home  has  been  completed,  and  a  new  heating 
plant  was  built  during  the  summer  and  is  now  in  use.  A  system  of  furnish¬ 
ing  a  full  supply  of  hot  water  has  been  installed  and  is  in  successful  operation. 
The  building  in  which  the  boiler  for  heating  purposes  is  located  is,  it  is  ex¬ 
pected,  sufficiently  large  to  serve  the  Home  with  buildings  twice  as  large  as 
the  ones  now  in  use. 

“In  addition  to  a  sufficient  sum  of  money  to  properly  maintain  the  Home, 
its  present  needs  are  a  laundry  with  the  necessary  machinery  for  washing, 
drying  and  ironing;  an  iron  fence  around  all  the  grounds  belonging  to  the  Home; 
cementing  the  floor  of  the  basement  and  under  the  porches,  and  some  cement 
walks  in  the  yard  and  along  the  lot  lines. 

“While  the  cost  of  maintaining  the  Home  may  seem  large,  consideration 
must  be  given  to  the  fact  that  many  of  the  residents  are  aged  and  infirm, 
requiring  constant  medical  attention,  nursing,  and  much  more  than  ordi¬ 
nary  care.  The  employees  at  the  Home  are  a  superintendent,  matron, 
nurse,  cook,  laundress,  dining  room  girl,  two  maids  for  general  housework, 
a  fireman  and  a  boy  to  milk  cows.  The  pay  roll  at  present  is  $205.50  per 
month.  ” 


The  Grand  Lecturer  reports  that  he  was  not  called 
on  to  make  any  official  visits  during  the  year  nor  were 
any  controversies  relating  to  the  work  submitted  to 
him  for  consideration,  which  leads  him  to  say  he  thinks 
the  High  Priests  throughout  the  jurisdiction  are 
familiar  with  the  work  in  every  detail. 

The  Committee  on  Masonic  Home  after  speaking 
of  their  visit  and  inspection  and  giving  a  brief  de¬ 
scription  of  the  Home  and  conditions,  make  the  follow- 
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ing  statement  which  should  and  certainly  does  touch 
the  heart  of  every  true  member  of  our  great  Frater¬ 
nity. 

“We  feel  that  this  Home  should  have  the  earnest  and  conscientious  sup¬ 
port,  financially  and  otherwise,  of  all  good  Masons  and  the  Fraternity  gen¬ 
erally,  in  order  that  our  brothers  and  sisters  who,  through  misfortune  or  ill 
health,  having  no  relatives  on  whom  to  rely,  and  who  are  unable  to  support 
themselves,  may  be  made  comfortable  in  their  declining  years.  Some  few 
of  the  residents  are  able  to  assist  in  the  work  of  the  Home,  but  generally 
old  age  and  feebleness  make  them  a  care  rather  than  a  help.” 

Proper  and  appropriate  mention  is  made  of  the 
fraternal  dead  of  their  own  Grand  Jurisdiction. 

A  number  of  interesting  tables  of  returns  and  other 
data  and  a  description  of  the  various  seals  of  the  sub¬ 
ordinate  chapters  are  appended. 

The  Report  on  Foreign  Correspondence  opens  with 
the  following  statement  regarding  “The  Order  of 
High  Priesthood :  ’  ’ 

“The  origin  and  authenticity  of  the  Order  of  High  Priesthood  seems  fully 
settled.  That  Thomas  Smith  Webb  and  his  co-advisors,  Benjamin  Hurd 
Jr.,  and  James  Harrison,  were  the  true  authors  of  the  Order;  that  it  dates 
from  the  10th  day  of  January,  1799,  at  which  time  it  was  adopted  by  the 
General  Grand  Chapter,  and  became  a  part  of  the  constitutional  regulations 
and  requirements  of  Royal  Arch  Masonry,  so  far  as  the  authority  of  the 
General  Grand  Chapter  extended,  and  remained  such,  and  as  a  prerequisite 
to  installation  into  the  chair  of  High  Priest  of  a  chapter. 

“The  Order  was  originally  conferred  as  a  part  of  the  installation  of  the 
High  Priest-elect,  all  of  the  companions,  except  High  Priests  and  Past  High 
Priests,  retiring  from  the  chapter  room  during  this  part  of  the  ceremonies 
of  installation;  but  later  the  separate  organization  of  a  council,  with  us  called 
a  convention,  took  place.  This  first  Grand  Council,  thoroughly  organized 
as  such,  was  that  of  Ohio,  erected  in  Ohio  in  1828. 

“While  the  Order  is  of  American  origin  in  connection  with  Royal  Arch 
Masonry,  yet  William  Hacker,  Past  Grand  High  Priest  of  Indiana,  the  his¬ 
torian  of  the  Order,  in  speaking  of  it,  says  that  in  some  of  the  priories  of  Eng¬ 
land,  and  in  the  Royal  Grand  Conclave  of  Scotland  in  their  old  rituals,  as 
also  in  an  old  ritual  of  the  “Mediterranean  Pass,”  such  a  passage  occurs  as 
the  following: 
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“In  some  Priories  the  candidate  partakes  of  bread  from  the  point  of  a  sword, 
and  wine  from  a  chalice  placed  upon  the  blade,  handed  to  him  by  the  Prelate.  ” 

“Companion  Hacker  gives  it  as  his  opinion  that  the  Order  has  always 
been  conferred  west  of  the  Allegheny  Mountains,  as  a  separate  ceremony, 
and  never  as  a  part  of  the  installation  ceremonies. 

“And  Companion  Hacker  concludes  that  no  single  order  or  degree  of 
Masonry  can  be  traced  so  successfully  to  the  source  from  whence  it  came; 
that  has  in  it  more  of  the  elements  of  sublimity  and  impressiveness,  and 
that  is  more  scripturally  and  Masonically  appropriate  for  that  for  which  it 
was  intended,  than  has  this  Order  of  High  Priesthood,  and  he  adds  “Remem¬ 
bering  also  that  it  was  established  upon  the  constitutional  authority  of  the 
General  Grand  Chapter  of  the  United  States,  which  is  and  ever  has  been  the 
highest  authority  in  Royal  Arch  Masonry  in  the  United  States.” 

The  report  on  Pennsylvania  1907  covers  little  over 
two  pages,  in  which  he  says  we  reviewed  Nebraska 
1906  "in  a  most  friendly  and  fraternal  spirit,"  which 
compliment  we  can  return  as  to  their  review  of  Penn¬ 
sylvania  1907. 

At  the  37th  Annual  Convention  of  the  Order  of 
High  Priesthood  18  Companions  were  declared  ac¬ 
cepted  and  were  separately  admitted,  anointed  and 
set  apart  to  the  Holy  Order,  with  the  full  ceremonies 
of  the  Order. 

There  is  added  a  full  and  complete  copy  of  the  "  Con¬ 
stitution  and  By-Laws  of  the  Grand  Convention, 
Order  of  High  Priesthood  of  Nebraska  as  adopted  in 
1878,  amended  in  1895,  1906  and  1908". 

M.  E.  G.  H.  P.  Oscar  R.  Allen,  Omaha,  Neb. 

M.  E.  Francis  E.  White,  Gr.  Sec’y,  Omaha,  Neb. 

R.  E.  U. 


NEVADA— 1909. 

The  M.  E.  G.  C.  of  R.  A.  M.  held  its  Thirty-Sixth 
Annual  Convocation  at  Masonic  Hall  in  Carson  City, 
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on  Monday,  the  7th  day  of  June,  A.  I.  2439,  at  12 
o’clock  noon. 

The  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest  opened  his  address  as 
follows,  viz: 

“By  Divine  Providence  we  are  again  permitted  to  assemble  together  for 
the  purpose  of  legislating  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  our  Order. 

“Let  us  give  hearty  thanks  to  the  Supreme  High  Priest  for  the  many 
blessings  bestowed  on  us  since  our  last  convocation,  and  ask  His  aid  in  the 
guidance  and  deliberations  of  this  assembly. 

“I  bid  you  a  most  hearty  welcome  to  this  convocation,  and  as  it  takes 
place  within  the  walls  of  Lewis  Chapter  No.  1,  where  Capitular  Masonry 
first  took  hold  in  Nevada,  it  seems  appropriate  and  proper  that  this  meeting 
should  be  held  here. 

“The  past  year  has  been  a  satisfactory  one,  in  that  peace  and  harmony 
prevail  over  our  jurisdiction.  No  questions  have  been  presented  that  re¬ 
quired  a  decision  at  my  hands;  some  minor  subjects  have  been  brought  to 
my  attention,  but  each  one  has  been  disposed  of  by  a  reference  to  our  Code.” 

Among  the  fraternal  dead  mention  is  made  of  the 
late  lamented  chairman  of  our  Committee  on  Foreign 
Correspondence,  Mathias  Holstein  Henderson,  P.  G. 
H.  P.,  who  died  Sept.  22,  1908;  this  part  of  the  address 
closes  as  follows,  viz: 

“That  their  names  may  be  given  to  our  beloved  Companions  with  whom 
we  are  in  pleasant  communication,  and  that  a  fitting  tribute  be  given  to  the 
memories  of  the  deceased,  I  recommend  that  suitable  pages  be  set  apart  in 
our  annual  report  for  their  respective  names  and  to  remind  us  that  our  so¬ 
journ  is  but  a  short  one  and  that  the  rugged  path  leading  to  a  just  reward 
at  the  Vails  is  soon  accomplished,  where  we  hope  to  find  the  commendation 
of  the  Supreme  Royal  Arch  Captain,  to  gain  admission  through  the  Arch 
of  Heaven  into  the  presence  of  the  Supreme  High  Priest.” 

The  G.  H.  P.  made  a  number  of  visitations  and  his 
reports  indicate  Capitular  Masonry  to  be  in  a  fairly 
prosperous  condition  in  their  grand  jurisdiction;  his 
zeal  is  manifested  in  the  fact  that  he  traveled  about 
1200  miles  “to  aid  in  rehabilitating  Keystone  Chapter 
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and  feel  that  my  trip  was  in  the  interest  of  this  Grand 
Chapter,  as  by  so  doing  Keystone  Chapter  is  now  in 
good  working  order  and  the  prospect  for  keeping  up 
and  maintaining  this  branch  of  our  Grand  Chapter 
is  better  than  it  has  been  for  several  years  past.” 

Among  other  dispensations,  the  G.  H.  P.  granted 
one  “to  receive  petitions  and  elect  at  the  same  meeting” 
and  another  “to  receive  and  act  upon  a  given  number 
of  petitions  without  reference  to  the  usual  committee,  ” 
the  propriety  of  which  we  seriously  question,  and  from 
the  explanation  of  the  G.  H.  P.  for  doing  so  we  are 
inclined  to  believe  he  would  not  have  been  surprised 
if  the  G.  C.  had  criticised  such  action. 

Considering  that  this  is  the  Thirty-sixth  Annual 
Comvocation  the  following  is  a  surprising  statement  in 
the  address  of  the  G.  H.  P.,  viz: 

“I  wish  to  direct  your  attention  to  the  possibility  of  selecting  some  uniform 
work  for  this  jurisdiction;  either  the  work  as  promulgated  by  the  General 
Grand  Chapter  of  the  United  States,  or  of  some  other  fixed  and  uniform  sys¬ 
tem;  that  of  the  present  ritual  as  adopted  by  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Cali- 
f  ornia  being  highly  recommended.  ” 

In  which  connection,  after  reference  to  and  report  by 
Committee  on  G.  H.  Ps.,  address,  a  committee  of  three 
was  appointed  to  consider  the  matters  of  uniform 
work  and  report  at  the  next  annual  grand  convocation. 

In  the  report  on  Correspondence  about  one-half 
page  is  devoted  to  “One  hundred  and  thirteenth 
year”  of  the  grand  jurisdiction  of  Pennsylvania. 

M.  E.  G.  H.  P.  James  C.  Doughty,  Elko,  Nev. 

R.  E.  Gr.  Sec’y  C.  N.  Noteware,  Carson  City,  Nev. 

R.  E.  U. 
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NEW  BRUNSWICK— 1908. 

The  Most  Excellent  Grand  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of 
New  Brunswick  Assembled  in  Twenty-First  Annual 
Convocation  at  Freemason’s  Hall,  in  the  City  of 
Saint  John,  on  Wednesday  the  26th  day  of  August, 
1908,  at  eleven  o’clock  in  the  forenoon. 

These  proceedings  are  contained  in  a  small  pamphlet 
of  about  24  pages,  more  than  one-half  of  which  con¬ 
sists  of  Memorials,  lists  of  Representatives  and  officers 
and  tables  of  statistics. 

The  Grand  High  Priest’s  address  contains  the  usual 
opening  welcome  and  closing  expressions  of  grati¬ 
tude  and  hope,  a  brief  reference  to  the  death  of  three 
Past  Grand  Officers,  an  apology  for  not  having  visited 
more  Chapters,  an  account  of  having  visited  two, 
and  mention  of  the  appointment  and  commissioning 
of  half  dozen  Grand  Representatives.  He  wastes 
neither  words  nor  space,  for  which  he  and  the  Grand 
Chapter  are  to  be  congratulated.  Such  course  and 
practice  is  a  pleasing  contrast  to  that  we  sometimes 
find  indulged  in  by  some  who  seemingly  did  no  more 
than  this  Grand  High  Priest  but  in  their  annual 
address  produce  page  after  page  of  little  interest  and 
less  real  consequence. 

In  the  eight  chapters  there  was  a  net  increase  of 
63  during  the  year,  with  a  total  membership  of  681. 

At  a  Grand  Council  of  the  Order  of  High  Priest¬ 
hood,  six  Companions  were  elected,  four  of  whom 
being  in  attendance  “were  introduced  and  duly 
anointed  and  consecrated  High  Priests.” 
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The  Proceedings  contain  no  report  on  Correspond¬ 
ence. 

M.  E.  G.  H.  P.  George  Ackman,  Moncton,  N.  B. 

R.  E.  Gr.  Sec’y  J.  Twining  Hartt,  St.  John,  N.  B. 

R.  E.  U. 

NEW  HAMPSHIRE.— 1909. 

A  special  convocation  of  the  M.  E.  Grand  Royal 
Arch  Chapter  of  New  Hampshire  was  held  in  Free¬ 
masons  Hall  in  the  city  of  Keene  on  Tuesday,  October 
20th,  A.  D.  1908,  A.  I.  2438  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest 
Comp.  Charles  H.  Sinclair  presiding  assisted  by  the 
other  Grand  Officers.  Four  P.  G.  High  Priests, 
Thirteen  of  Grand  Chapter,  among  them  Comp. 
Samuel  Condon  representing  Pennsylvania.  The  M. 
E.  Grand  Chapter  was  opened  in  Ample  Form  at  one 
o’clock  P.  M.  with  prayer  by  Rev.  and  E.  Comp. 
Joseph  E.  Robins,  Grand  Chaplain. 

On  motion  of  the  Grand  Secretary  it  was  voted  that 
all  Royal  Arch  Masons  in  the  city  in  good  standing 
be  admitted  to  seats  in  the  Grand  Chapter  as  visitors. 

The  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest  welcomed  the  Com¬ 
panions  and  announced  that  the  several  degrees 
would  be  exemplified  as  follows: 

The  Mark  Degree  by  Peterborough  Chapter  No. 
13  of  Peterborough,  the  Past  Master  Degree  under 
the  direction  of  Grand  Captain  of  the  Host,  Frank 
R.  Marton  of  Columbian  Chapter  No.  18,  forming  to 
the  Most  Excellent  Masters  Degree  by  Cheshire 
Chapter  No.  4,  of  Keene,  and  the  Royal  Arch  Degree 
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by  King  Solomon  Chapter  No.  17  of  Milford  and  that 
the  Music  would  be  rendered  by  the  Schubert  Quartette 
of  Boston. 

The  Chapters  as  designated  by  the  M.  E.  High 
Priest  proceeded  to  exemplify  the  degrees  to  which 
they  had  been  assigned  which  was  done  in  a  very 
satisfactory  manner. 

The  Officers  of  the  M.  E.  Grand  Chapter  resumed 
their  stations. 

The  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest  gave  notice  that  a 
dinner  had  been  provided  at  Vilday  Hall  and  extended 
an  invitation  to  all  Companions  to  be  present.  The  M. 
E.  Grand  Chapter  was  called  from  labor  until  half 
past  seven  o’clock. 

Evening.  The  M.  E.  Grand  Chapter  was  called  to 
labor  at  half  past  seven  o’clock.  Present  Grand  Officers 
and  members  as  before.  The  M,  E.  Grand  Chapter 
officers  vacated  their  stations  and  King  Solomon 
Chapter,  No.  17,  of  Milford  organized  as  follows: 

George  P.  Holt,  High  Priest;  Clinton  A.  McLane, 
King;  Edward  O.  Tifield,  as  Scribe;  William  W.  Hinds, 
Secretary  and  the  other  subordinate  officers  in  their 
respective  places,  when  three  candidates  elected  in 
Cheshire  Chapter,  No.  4,  of  Keene,  were  exalted  to 
the  august  degree  of  Royal  Arch  Masons.  The  Chapter 
of  Royal  Arch  Masons  was  closed. 

The  Ninetieth  Annual  Convocation  of  the  M.  E. 
Grand  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  the  State  of  New  Hamp¬ 
shire  was  held  in  Freemasons  Hall  in  the  City  of  Con¬ 
cord  on  Tuesday,  May  18th,  A.  D.  1909,  A.  M.  2439. 
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The  M.  E.  Comp.  Charles  A.  Sinclair,  Grand  High 
Priest  presiding,  assisted  by  the  other  Grand  Officers, 
Eight  Past  Grand  High  Priests,  Twenty-Five  Repre¬ 
sentatives  of  Grand  Chapters,  eighteen  subordinate 
Chapters.  The  M.  E.  Grand  Chapter  was  opened  in 
Ample  Form  at  eleven  o’clock  in  the  forenoon  with 
prayer  by  Rev.  Companion  Jesse  M.  Durrell,  D.  D. 
On  motion  of  E.  Companion  William  D.  Chandler 
it  was  voted  that  all  Royal  Arch  Masons  in  the  city 
in  good  standing  be  admitted  to  seats  in  the  Grand 
Chapter  as  visitors. 

On  motion  of  R.  E.  Companion  Charles  G.  Shedd 
it  was  voted  that  the  proceedings  of  the  last  annual 
convocation  having  been  printed  and  furnished  to  the 
Companions  the  reading  be  dispensed  with  and  pro¬ 
ceedings  approved  as  printed.  The  M.  E.  Grand 
High  Priest  having  appointed  the  usual  Standing 
Committees,  then  delivered  his  Annual  address. 

“Companions:  We  again  assemble  after  a  year  of  peace  and  prosperity 
in  our  Order,  and  with  thankfulness  in  our  hearts  that  so  many  of  our  Com¬ 
panions  are  again  with  us  and  I  extend  to  you  all  a  most  cordial  welcome 
to  this  the  ninetieth  annual  convocation  of  the  Grand  Royal  Arch  Chapter 
of  New  Hampshire.  We  meet  not  only  to  review  the  work  of  the  past  year 
but  to  formulate  plans  as  far  as  possible  for  the  future.  I  believe  it  is  fitting 
at  this  time  to  offer  congratulations  to  the  Companions  of  this  Jurisdiction 
on  the  fact  that  no  discord  has  arisen  to  mar  the  perfect  harmony  which 
has  existed  for  many  years. 

Under  the  head  of  Necrology,  he  gives  the  Masonic 
history  of  nine  prominent  members  of  Masonry  who 
gave  valuable  services  by  their  active  consistent  lives, 
and  character  to  whatever  engaged  their  attention. 
A  true  Mason  is  a  good  citizen  wherever  he  may  be. 
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It  is  the  glory  of  the  craft  that  good  Masons  are  good 
citizens  of  the  Commonwealth. 

The  visits  of  the  Deputy  Grand  High  Priest,  Grand 
King  and  Grand  Scribe  show  the  work  in  good  con¬ 
dition,  attendance  good,  work  well  done  by  the  Chap¬ 
ter  Officers,  Books  correctly  and  neatly  kept,  financial 
condition  prosperous. 

Grand  Secretary’s  Report: 


No.  of  Chapters  on  Roll .  26 

No.  of  Chapters  Making  Report .  26 

Membership . 4144 


B.  E.  Grand  High  Priest,  Charles  H.  Sinclair,  Con¬ 
cord. 

B.  E.  Grand  Secretary,  Trand  D.  Woodbury, 
Concord. 

J.  W.  H. 


NEW  JERSEY. 

The  Fifty-Third  Annual  Convocation  of  the  Grand 
Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  the  State  of  New 
Jersey  was  held  in  the  rooms  of  Three  Times  Three, 
Chapter  No.  5,  in  the  Masonic  Temple  in  the  City 
of  Trenton  at  10  o’clock  A.  M.  on  Wednesday,  May 
12th,  A.  D.  1909. 

M.  E.  Companion  James  S.  Ware,  Grand  High 
Priest  and  the  other  officers  present,  six  Assistant 
Lecturers,  nineteen  Past  Grand  High  Priests,  thirty- 
five  Past  High  Priests,  fifty-two  Representatives  of 
Subordinate  Chapters. 
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The  Grand  Chapter  was  opened  in  Ample  Form, 
prayer  being  offered  by  the  Grand  Chaplain. 

The  Grand  High  Priest  then  delivered  his  address. 
It  is  a  full  account  of  the  year’s  doings,  well  and  at¬ 
tractively  expressed.  He  extends  a  fraternal  greet¬ 
ing  and  welcome  to  the  fifty  third  Annual  Convoca¬ 
tion  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  New  Jersey.  He  com¬ 
pares  the  brevity  of  time  to  the  telegraph  poles  on  a 
swiftly  moving  Railroad  train. 

“We  greet  one  another  this  morning  as  if  it  were  but  yesterday  when  we 
parted,  we  look  into  the  familiar  faces  with  feelings  of  genuine  pleasure.  Truly 
and  sincerely  grateful  are  we  to  the  Great  I  Am  for  His  mercies  and  manifold 
blessings  of  the  intervening  year  for  sparing  our  lives,  for  shielding  us  from 
evil,  for  prospering  us  as  a  community  and  nation. 

“Fitting  indeed,  is  it  that  we  here  bow  the  knee  and  offer  up  our  devotions 
to  the  ever-living  and  true  God. 

“As  your  Grand  High  Priest,  I  am  pleased  to  assure  you  that  the  past  year 
in  our  Grand  Body  has  been  one  of  peace,  harmony  and  good  feeling,  almost 
entirely  devoid  of  dissensions.  On  one  or  two  occasions  I  have  been  called 
upon  to  exercise  my  good  offices  to  straighten  out  misunderstandings,  but  we 
meet  this  morning  happy  in  the  knowledge  that  fraternal  companionship 
prevails  alike  among  Companions  and  Chapters,  and  our  relations  with  foreign 
Jurisdictions  are  most  cordial  and  friendly. 

“Throughout  the  year  I  have  endeavored,  with  the  utmost  of  my  ability, 
to  perform  the  duties  of  my  office  faithfully  and  conscientiously, and  I  assure 
you  that  duty  to  me  has  been  a  pleasure.  I  have  visited  a  number  of  Chap¬ 
ters  during  the  year;  have  attended  several  Chapters  of  Instruction,  and, 
based  upon  my  personal  observation  and  the  reports  of  the  Grand  Lecturer 
and  his  assistants,  I  can  truthfully  state  that  the  affairs  of  the  Chapters  in 
this  Jurisdiction  have,  generally  speaking,  been  capably  and  faithfully  admin¬ 
istered.  With  one  exception,  all  the  Chapters  have  improved,  and,  owing 
to  our  excellent  though  recent,  system  of  imparting  knowledge  of  the  work 
through  the  medium  of  our  Grand  Lecturer  and  his  assistants,  all  our  Chapters 
are  becoming  more  proficient  and  showing  splendid  improvement.  In  this 
connection  I  am  of  the  opinion  that  more  authority  should  be  conferred  upon 
the  Grand  Lecturer  and  his  assistants  to  compel  attendance  upon  district 
Chapters  embraced  therein,  to  the  end  that  those  officers  who  are  backward 
be  brought  to  realize  the  obligations  they  have  assumed  towards  their  respect¬ 
ive  Chapters  and  Companions. 
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“My  aim  has  been  to  transact  the  business  of  this  Grand  Chapter  with 
promptness  and  fidelity.  I  have  tried  not  to  shirk  the  work,  my  correspond¬ 
ence  and  interviews  with  the  companions  have  been  most  pleasant  and  it  is 
with  feelings  akin  to  regret  that  I  approach  the  time  for  laying  down  the  gavel, 
for  during  the  year  I  have  formed  many  pleasant  acquaintanceships  and 
made  many  friends.  During  the  year  we  have  been  visited  by  the  great 
reaper,  and  his  keen  scythe  has  cut  deeply,  while  we  know  it  is  appointed 
unto  all  men  once  to  die,  yet  when  the  visit  comes  to  our  dear  friends  and 
companions  we  are  made  mindful  of  the  loss  to  us,  little  heeding  that  the  grim 
visitor  is  sent  to  crown  our  deceased  Companion’s  faith  in  that  blessed  immor¬ 
tality  beyond  the  grave.  They  die;  we  miss  them;  we  mourn.  It  was  ever 
thus  and  will  ever  continue  so  long  as  man  continues  to  entertain  those  feelings 
of  companionship  and  love  so  wisely  planted  in  our  bosoms  by  the  great 
Creator. 

“Death  has  claimed  three  of  our  distinguished  Past  Grand  High  Priests: 
M.  E.  Companion  Charles  L.  Chovey  died  at  his  home  in  Madison,  N.  J., 
May  23d,  1908,  in  his  eighty-second  year,  having  been  born  in  France  in  1826. 
He  served  his  Lodge  and  Chapter  in  their  highest  offices  and  was  Grand  High 
Priest  of  this  Grand  Chapter  in  1882  and  from  1883  until  his  death  was 
President  of  the  Grand  Convention  of  Anointed  High  Priest  of  New  Jersey. 
Most  faithfully  has  he  served  in  all  the  positions  he  occupied.  He  truly  was 
an  ardent  and  consistent  Mason.  His  familiar  face  so  full  of  deliberate  seri¬ 
ousness  was  missed  by  all  at  the  conferring  of  this  Degree  last  year  though 
he  expected  to  attend  up  to  the  last  minute.  We  shall  always  remember 
his  conferring  of  this,  and  I  can  see  him  lowering  his  sword  and  with  out¬ 
stretched  hand  exclaiming,  ‘My  friend  and  brother  Abraham.’ 

“Accompanied  by  our  Grand  Secretary  I  attended  his  funeral. 

“We  miss  and  shall  continue  to  miss  these  three  eminent  men.  Their  lives 
and  Masonic  actions  are  worthy  of  our  emulation,  and  as  we  gaze  upon  the 
three  vacant  chairs  draped  in  their  memory  we  realize  that  they  will  never 
again  meet  with  us  in  this  earthly  tabernacle;  they  have  passed  beyond  and 
have  received  the  divine  approbation,  ‘Well  done,  good  and  faithful  servants.’ 

“I  issued  a  dispensation  to  Amboy  Chapter  No.  41  to  hold  election  of 
Officers  on  Wednesday,  December  23d,  1908.  A  date  other  than  that  fixed 
by  its  By-Laws  and  subsequent  thereto.  March  4th,  1909,  to  Adelphia 
Chapter  No.  33  to  install  Grand  Master  of  Second  Vail  on  April  5th,  1909,  an 
evening  other  than  fixed  by  its  By-Laws  the  first  appointee  to  that  office  being 
unable  to  serve. 

“April  19th,  1909,  to  Union  Chapter  No.  7,  to  meet  temporarily  in  rooms 
occupied  by  Harmony  Chapter  during  the  months  of  May  and  June,  1909, 
and  on  Saturday  evenings  instead  of  Monday  as  provided  by  its  By-Laws. 
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“September  10th,  1908,  Enterprise  Chapter,  No.  2,  notified  me  of  their 
contemplated  removal  from  their  location  to  new  rooms  in  Masonic  Hall, 
Jersey  City. 

“I  referred  the  matter  to  E.  Companion  Daniel  L.  Campbell,  Grand  King, 
for  inspection  of  the  new  rooms  as  to  safety  and  suitability.  His  report 
being  favorable  on  September  28th,  1908,  I  sent  my  approval  and  consent. 

“Under  date  of  August  20th,  1908,  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest,  of  California, 
sent  a  draft  for  $385.50  unexpected  portion  of  our  contribution  in  aid  of  the 
sufferers  from  the  earthquake  of  April  18th,  1906.  I  directed  the  Grand 
Secretary  to  acknowledge  both  letter  and  draft  in  fitting  terms. 

“I  made  no  decision  worthy  of  special  note.  One  matter  called  to  my 
attention  during  the  year  has  convinced  me  that  our  Companions  errone¬ 
ously  suppose  that  in  petitioning  for  the  formation  of  a  new  Chapter  they 
must  first  dimit  from  their  old  Chapter.  I  believe  there  is  no  occasion  for 
applying  for  such  dimit  until  Charter  for  new  Chapter  has  been  granted.  The 
membership  of  the  petitioners  for  dispensation  to  form  a  chapter  shall  be  in 
abeyance  in  the  Chapters  to  which  they  belong  as  soon  as  such  dispensation 
shall  issue,  but  the  membership  of  such  of  the  petitioners  as  at  the  time  of  the 
presentation  of  the  petition  were  members  of  Chapters  within  this  Jurisdiction 
shall  revise  in  such  Chapters  in  case  a  Charter  shall  not  be  granted.  This 
still  preserves  the  petitioner’s  membership. 

“In  conclusion,  Companions,  I  desire  to  pay  tribute  to  my  associate  Grand 
Officers  who  have  been  ever  faithful  and  ready  to  render  efficient  assistance. 
I  would  especially  mention  our  esteemed  and  efficient  Grand  Secretary  whose 
services  and  kindnesses  have  been  invaluable  to  me;  also  that  man  and  Mason, 
our  beloved  Grand  Lecturer,  who  has  given  me  from  his  store  of  knowledge, 
good  and  wise  advice  upon  all  matters  referred  to  him. 

‘  ‘  I  congratulate  you  upon  the  conditions  of  Royal  Arch  Masonry  in  this 
jurisdiction,  and  sincerely  trust  we  may  continue  the  forward  stride,  working 
shoulder  to  shoulder  for  advancement,  until  the  Grand  Chapter  of  New  Jersey 
may  be  renowned  for  the  quality  of  its  work,  the  character  of  its  members 
and  for  its  strict  adherence  to  those  ancient  Masonic  principles  which  have 
proven  the  bulwark  of  our  institution. 

In  yielding  up  the  gavel  to  my  successor  I  do  so  with  a  consciousness  of 
duty  performed  within  the  scope  of  my  ability.  Wiser  men  have  preceded  me 
and  wiser  ones  will  follow,  but  none  with  a  warmer  heart  for  the  best  interests 
of  Capitular  Masonry  in  this  Grand  Jurisdiction.  I  am  thankful  for  the 
measure  of  success  which  has  been  meted  out  to  me,  and  bespeak  for  those 
to  follow  its  continuance  in  ever-increasing  quantities.” 

The  several  Grand  Lecturers  give  very  encouraging 
reports  from  their  several  fields  of  labor,  increased 
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interest  and  activity  in  the  Capitular  work  being  clearly 
manifested  and  generally  acknowledged.  The  faith¬ 
ful,  earnest  work  of  these  painstaking  toilers  must 
produce  results  that  will  tell  favorably  on  Capitular 
Masonry  in  New  Jersey. 

Both  Symbolic  and  Capitular  Freemasonry  are  in 
good  hands  and  give  promise  of  an  abundant  harvest 
in  the  not  remote  future.  So  note  it  be. 

M.  E.  Samuel  Glover  Rudderson,  Grand  High 
Priest,  Camden. 

M.  E.  Leonard  L.  Grear,  Grand  Secretary,  Passaic. 

J.  W.  H. 


NEW  MEXICO. 

A  special  Convocation  of  the  M.  E.  Grand  Royal 
Arch  Chapter  of  New  Mexico  was  held  at  Artesia, 
New  Mexico,  on  November  23rd,  1907,  for  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  constituting  Penasco  Chapter  No.  12  at  Artesia. 

The  Grand  Royal  Arch  Chapter  was  opened  in 
due  form  by  M.  E.  Past  Grand  High  Priest,  E.  A. 
Cahoon  under  commission  issued  by  the  M.  E.  Grand 
High  Priest,  James  G.  Fitch,  with  the  other  appointed 
Grand  Officers  in  their  respective  places  and  stations, 
the  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest  directed  that  the  charter 
be  read  and  then  proceeded  to  constitute  and  consecrate 
Penasco  Chapter,  No.  12,  and  install  its  officers. 
No  further  business  appearing  Grand  Chapter  was 
closed  in  due  form. 

E.  A.  Cahoon,  as  Grand  High  Priest. 

E.  E.  McNatt,  as  Grand  Secretary. 
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An  Emergent  Convocation  of  the  M.  E.  Grand 
Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  New  Mexico  was  held  at 
Roswell,  December  19th,  1907,  for  the  purpose  of 
installing  E.  Companiom  Robert  Kellahin,  Grand 
Lecturer.  The  Grand  Chapter  was  opened  in  due 
form  in  the  Hall  of  Roswell  Chapter  No.  7  by  M.  E. 
Past  Grand  High  Priest,  John  W.  Poe  under  commis¬ 
sion  issued  by  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest,  James  G. 
Fitch,  assisted  by  the  other  appointed  Grand  Officers. 
E.  Comp.  Robert  Kellahin  was  presented  and  duly 
installed  into  the  office  of  the  Grand  Lecturer  of  the 
Grand  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  New  Mexico.  No 
further  business  appearing  the  Grand  Chapter  closed 
in  due  form. 

J.  W.  Poe,  as  Grand  High  Priest, 

W.  H.  Cosgrove,  as  Grand  Secretary. 

The  Eleventh  Annual  Convocation  of  the  Grand 
Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  New  Mexico  was 
held  in  the  Hall  of  Rio  Grande  Chapter  No.  4,  in  the 
City  of  Albuquerque  on  Wednesday  October  21st, 
1908,  at  10  o’clock  A.  M.  M.  E.  Comp.  J.  G.  Fitch 
presiding;  and  the  other  Grand  Officers  in  their  re¬ 
spective  stations  and  places.  Nine  P.  G.  H.  P., 
three  Past  D.  G.  H.  P.,  two  Past  G.  Kings,  three 
P.  G.  Scribes,  two  P.  G.  Treasurers,  thirty-three 
Representatives  of  Chartered  Chapters. 

The  Grand  Chapter  was  opened  in  Ample  Form 
with  prayer  by  the  Grand  Chaplain. 

The  Grand  High  Priest  then  delivered  his  address. 
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“We  have  assembled  to  review  the  history  of  our  Order  during  the  past 
year,  to  ascertain  and  correct  our  shortcomings,  and,  I  trust,  to  profit  by  the 
lessons  which  its  history  should  teach  us. 

Our  first  duty  on  such  occasions  is  to  the  memory  of  those  companions, 
who  have  passed  the  eternal  vails.  Dark  and  gloomy  to  our  mortal  sight 
appears  the  exterior  of  the  first  vail  through  which  they  have  passed — every 
different  indeed  from  that  friendly  blue  of  the  first  vail  of  our  earth  taber¬ 
nacles:  yet  with  the  eye  of  faith  we  would  fain  follow  them  as  they  pass  vail 
after  vail,  each  of  a  beauty  and  significance  which  we,  who  remain  without 
are  unable  to  appreciate,  until  finally  we  would  fain  see  them  seated  within 
that  Celestial  Council,  where  the  Grand  High  Priest  of  Heaven  and  earth 
presides.  Let  us  remember  their  virtues  and  imitate  their  worthy  example- 
Though  we  be  reminded  of  the  shortness  of  life  and  the  uncertainty  of  its 
continuance;  remembering  that  soon  when  our  brethren  shall  assemble  to 
labor  our  seats  shall  also  be  vacant  forever;  yet  may  we  all  at  last  fill  our 
appropriate  seats  in  Heaven. 

The  Grim  Reaper  has  not  invaded  thjs  Grand  Council  during  the  past 
year;  but  in  our  sister  Grand  Jurisdictions  he  has  been  gathering  his  usual 
harvest.  We  have  received  announcement  of  the  death  of  the  following 
Grand  Officers  and  Past  Grand  Officers  of  other  Grand  Chapters: 

Two  from  Pennsylvania,  Thomas  Ranken  Patton,  Grand  Treasurer,  James 
Shallcross  Barber,  P.  G.  High  Priest. 

I  am  decidedly  opposed,  however,  to  the  hasty  determination  of  a  ques¬ 
tion  of  jurisdiction  upon  the  ex-parte  application  of  one  Chapter.  All  Chap¬ 
ters  interested  in  the  question  should  be  afforded  an  opportunity  to  be  heard, 
their  statements  of  fact  verified  and  their  arguments  duly  considered.  I 
think  in  the  present  instance  the  M.  E.  Deputy  Grand  High  Priest  should 
have  allowed  Rio  Grand  Chapter  No.  4  an  opportunity  to  be  heard  before 
rendering  a  decision.  I  have  accordingly  submitted  all  correspondence  in 
regard  to  this  matter  to  Rio  Grand  Chapter,  and  am  advised  that  they  have 
taken  an  appeal  from  the  decision  of  the  Deputy  Grand  High  Priest. 

At  the  beginning  of  my  administration  I  determined  not  to  appoint  any 
District  Deputy  Grand  High  Priests.  No  such  officers  are  provided  for  in 
our  Constitution  or  By-Laws.  Their  appointment  was  recommended  by 
Grand  High  Priest  E.  A.  Cahoon  and  approved  by  this  Grand  Chapter  in 
1904  in  the  hope  that  each  Chapter  might  be  assured  of  receiving  every  year 
at  least  one  official  visit  from  a  representative  of  the  Grand  High  Priest.  Had 
this  hope  been  realized  it  would  fully  have  justified  these  appointments. 
But  it  has  not.  In  1905  and  1906  our  records  fail  to  show  that  any  District 
Deputy  made  any  report  whatever.  Last  year  every  one  made  a  report 
but  only  one  visit  to  an  outside  Chapter  is  recorded.  I  am  decidedly  opposed 
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to  conferring  titles  in  Masonry,  which  appear  to  be  regarded  as  purely  or¬ 
namental. 

The  election  of  officers  for  the  ensuing  year  resulted 
as  follows: 

Cyrus  D.  Bourche,  Grand  High  Priest,  John  J. 
Kelley,  Deputy  Grand  High  Priest;  John  C.  Slack, 
Grand  King;  Salamon  Spitz,  Grand  Treasurer;  Alpheus 
A.  Keen,  Grand  Secretary. 

J.  W.  H. 


NEW  YORK. 

The  One  Hundred  and  Twelfth  Annual  Convoca¬ 
tion  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of 
the  State  of  New  York  convened  in  the  Masonic 
Temple  in  the  City  of  Albany,  commencing  on  Tues¬ 
day,  February  2nd,  A.  D.  1909,  at  ten  o’clock  A.  M. 

Y.  E.  Willis  Wood  Rice,  Grand  High  Priest  pre¬ 
siding,  all  the  other  Grand  Officers  in  theffi  several 
stations.  Seventeen  Past  Grand  High  Priests  and 
Representatives  of  Two  Hundred  Subordinate  Chap¬ 
ters  out  of  Two  Hundred  and  Four  present-  The 
Grand  Chapter  was  opened  in  ample  form  with  prayer 
offered  by  the  Grand  Chaplain.  The  Grand  High 
Priest  adverting  to  the  customs  recently  fol¬ 
lowed  by  his  predecessors  said  he  had  invited  the 
General  Grand  High  Priest  and  Grand  High  Priests 
of  neighboring  Grand  Chapters  to  be  present  at  this 
Annual  Convocation  with  a  view  of  strengthening  that 
fraternal  feeling  which  had  taken  root  on  former 
visitations  but  regretted  that  most  of  the  Companions 
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found  it  impossible  to  be  present.  He  had  received 
letters  of  regret  from  Companion  las.  E.  Dyas,  General 
G"and  High  Priest,  and  M.  E.  William  B.  Meredith, 
Past  Grand  High  Priest  of  Penns /lvania. 

Several  distinguished  visitors  were  then  admitted 
and  heartily  welcomed  by  the  Grand  High  Priest  and 
received  with  the  Grand  Honors.  The  Grand  High 
Priest  then  introduced  to  the  Grand  Chapter,  M.  E. 
Thomas  C.  Cassidy,  Grand  High  Priest  in  1873  and 
1874,  non-resident  for  some  years  of  the  Jurisdiction 
and  had  traveled  hundreds  of  miles  to  be  present  at 
this  Annual  Convocation  and  referring  to  his  active 
and  useful  career  in  the  Grand  Chapter.  Comp. 
Cassidy  was  accorded  the  Grand  Honors  and  though 
weakened  from  the  effects  of  long  continued  illness  and 
deeply  affected  by  the  cordial  welcome  of  his  companions 
made  brief  but  feeling  response  thereto. 

The  Grand  High  Priest  then  read  his  address. 

“Again  we  are  called  to  meet  in  Annual  Convocation  and  from  Convoca¬ 
tion  to  Convocation  seems  such  a  brief  interval  that  we  painfully  realize 
how  rapidly  time  flies.  To  me,  were  we  to  reckon  time  by  our  Annual  Con¬ 
vocations,  how  short  life  would  seem ;  how  soon  would  we  be  called  on  to  re¬ 
linquish  the  labors  of  this  earthly  life  and  hasten  to  our  home  beyond  the 
Vail,  to  greet  the  dear  Companions  who  have  gone  before  us. 

Before  entering  upon  the  labors  of  this  Convocation,  let  us  give  thanks 
to  the  Almighty  One,  who  has  spared  us  another  year,  blessed  us  abundant¬ 
ly,  relieved  us  of  so  many  cares  and  filled  our  lives  with  so  many  pleasures 
and  so  much  happiness. 

“Live  while  you  live,  the  epicure  would  say, 

And  seize  the  pleasures  of  the  present  day; 

Live  while  you  live,  the  sacred  preacher  cries, 

And  give  to  God  each  moment  as  it  flies. 

Lord,  in  my  views,  let  both  united  be, 

I  live  in  pleasure  when  I  live  to  thee.” 
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In  bidding  you  welcome  to  this,  our  One  Hundred  and  Twelfth  Annual 
Convocation,  I  can  assure  you  that  perfect  peace  reigns  within  our  borders; 
not  a  ripple  disturbs  our  tranquility. 

The  Capitular  Year  just  passed  has  been  a  fruitful  one  for  the  Royal  Craft. 

All  of  the  Companions  working  in  perfect  harmony,  for  the  good  of  the 
institution  and  for  the  uplifting  of  the  great  brotherhood  of  mankind. 

I  shall  have  but  little  business  to  bring  before  you,  but,  in  what  we  do 
regarding  its  disposition,  let  us  use  that  care  and  thoughtfulness  that  have 
ever  characterized  our  transactions. 

His  necrology  contains  the  names  of  thirty  High 
Priests  of  his  own  Jurisdiction. 

“The  God  of  all  faithful  workers  has  bidden  them  lie  down  and  rest. 
Sweet  be  their  sleep  and  their  awakening  glorious.”  “Our  knowledge  of 
Heaven’s  life  is  small,  The  eye  of  faith  is  dim,  ”  “But  ’tis  enough  that  God 
knows  all  and  we  shall  be  with  Him.” 

“The  death  roll  of  Sister  Jurisdictions,  numbers  twenty-nine,  two  being 
from  Pennsylvania,  Past  Grand  High  Priest  Comp.  James  Shallcross  Barber 
and  M.  E.  Comp.  Matthias  H.  Henderson. 

On  Feb.  25,  1908  R.  E.  James  B.  McEwan,  Grand  Treasurer  executed  and 
filed  with  me  his  official  bond  in  the  amount  of  $50,000.  I  approved  the  same 
and  forwarded  it  to  the  Deputy  Grand  High  Priest,  R.  E.  Charles  C.  Hunt 
by  whom  it  was  approved  and  returned  to  me. 

“I  received  a  petition  from  thirty-five  Companions  praying  for  a  dispen¬ 
sation  to  form  and  hold  a  Chapter  at  Angola  to  be  known  as  Angola  Chapter 
U.  D.,  which  petition  was  recommended  by  Gewonda  Chapter  No.  136  at 
Gewonda  and  upon  the  recommendation  of  R.  E.  Companion  Fox  I  granted 
a  dispensation  naming  Companion  Albert  W.  Candee  as  High  Priest,  Com¬ 
panion  Julius  M.  Schwert  as  King  and  Companion  George  G.  Wagner  as 
Scribe  and  forwarded  the  same  to  the  acting  High  Priest.  I  am  imformed  by 
the  Grand  Lecturer  that  they  are  proficient  in  the  work  and  that  the  Chap¬ 
ter  is  supplied  with  excellent  paraphernalia  for  the  working  of  the  several 
degrees.  I  recommend  that  a  Charter  be  granted. 

“Feb.  20th,  I  received  from  R.  E.  Companion  F.  Grand  Secretary  a  war¬ 
rant  drawn  to  my  order  for  $300  to  be  expended  for  a  charitable  purpose  in 
accordance  with  a  resolution  adopted  at  the  last  Annual  Convocation.  I 
immediately  forwarded  a  draft  for  the  amount  to  its  intended  destination 
for  which  I  received  a  most  tender  and  loving  letter  from  one  perfectly  help¬ 
less  and  feeble  in  body  desiring  me  to  convey  to  this  Grand  Chapter  ‘in  my 
own  language’  his  deepest  gratitude  and  heartfelt  thanks  for  this  substantial 
gift.  I  trust  the  Grand  Chapter  will  continue  this  good  work  for  one  who  has 
done  so  much  for  it  in  years  past  and  if  in  the  wisdom  of  the  Almighty  Father 
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he  shall  be  restored  to  us  in  health  we  may  look  to  him  to  aid  us  with  his  counsel 
and  guidance. 

“Feb.  11th.  I  granted  a  dispensation  to  E.  Companion  Alfred  L.  Wad  to 
confer  the  Order  of  High  Priesthood  on  Companion  Robert  S.  Holland, 
of  Delaware  Chapter  No.  251,  he  not  being  able  to  attend  the  Annual  Con¬ 
vocation.  Feb.  8th  I  granted  a  dispensation  to  Companion  Sanford  H. 
Newton  to  convene  a  council  of  Anointed  High  Priests  at  Rouse’s  Point  to 
confer  the  Order  upon  Companion  John  C.  Davis,  he  not  being  able  to  attend 
the  Annual  Convocation. 

“April  22nd  I  issued  a  dispensation  to  E.  Companion  J.  F.  Wright  to  con¬ 
vene  a  council  of  Anointed  High  Priests  to  confer  the  Order  upon  Companion 
George  A.  Wilson,  High  Priest  elect  of  Northern  Constellation  Chapter 
No.  28,  at  Malone.  I  granted  several  dispensations  to  install  officers  who 
could  not  be  present  at  the  annual  convocation. 

In  accordance  with  a  resolution  adopted  by  the 
Grand  Chapter  at  its  Annual  Convocation  in  Feb. 
1900  authorizing  the  Grand  High  Priest  to  grant  per¬ 
mission  to  any  Chapter  to  hold  special  Convocation  in 
any  Masonic  Lodge  Room  within  the  jurisdiction  of 
said  Chapter  for  the  purpose  of  conferring  the  degrees 
of  Mark  Master,  Past  Master,  and  Most  Excellent 
Master  he  issued  dispensations  to  confer  these  degrees 
in  Masonic  Lodges  wherever  needful.  Twelve  dispen¬ 
sations  were  issued. 

The  Grand  High  Priest  certainly  had  a  very  busy 
year. 

It  would  seem  my  predecessors  have  said  all  the  good  things  about  our 
Grand  Secretary  that  could  be  said  but  all  has  not  been  told.  I  have  many 
times  during  the  year  called  upon  him  for  assistance  which  his  long  experience 
has  so  well  qualified  him  to  give  and  always  found  him  ready  and  willing  to 
give  all  the  assistance  required.  While  we  cannot  ask  the  Lord  to  spare  him 
to  us  for  forty  years  more  we  would  at  least  ask  for  twenty.  I  now  con¬ 
gratulate  the  Grand  Chapter  upon  the  condition  of  Royal  Arch  Masonry  in 
the  state.  Founded,  nourished  and  strengthened  by  those  patriarchs  in 
Masonry,  it  has  developed  into  one  of  the  strongest  and  most  benevolent  in 
the  state. 
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Pursuant  to  a  notice  regularly  issued  by  the  Grand  Council  of  Anointed 
High  Priests  of  the  State  of  New  York  was  duly  convened  in  the  Masonic 
Temple  in  the  City  of  New  York  on  Saturday  evening,  January  30th,  1909, 
for  the  purpose  of  conferring  the  Order  of  High  Priesthood  on  the  newly 
elected  and  installed  High  Priests.  The  Grand  Council  was  opened  in  due 
form,  R.  E.  Chas.  C.  Hunt,  as  Grand  High  Priest,  R.  E.  Clarance  R.  Hatton 
as  Grand  Secretary  assisted  by  their  associated  Grand  Officers.  Sixty-six 
High  Priests  were  anointed,  consecrated  and  solemnly  set  apart  to  the  office 
of  High  Priest,  the  ceremonies,  incident  to  the  conferring  of  the  order  com¬ 
pleted  the  Grand  Council  of  Anointed  High  Priest  was  duly  closed. 


M.  E.  Charles  C.  Hunt,  M.  E.  G.  H.  P.,  New  York. 
R.  E.  Christopher  Fox,  R.  E.  Grand  Secretary, 
Buffalo. 

J.  W.  H. 


NORTH  CAROLINA. 

The  Most  Excellent  Grand  Royal  Arch  Chapter  or 
North  Carolina  convened  in  its  Sixty-First  Annual 
Convocation  in  the  Hall  of  Winston  Tuesday,  May 
11,  1909,  at  8  o’clock  P.  M.  and  opened  in  Ample 
Form.  M.  E.  James  C.  Braswell,  Grand  High  Priest, 
presiding.  All  the  Grand  Officers  present  with  ten 
Past  Grand  High  Priests,  two  Past  Grand  Kings, 
nineteen  Past  High  Priests,  fifty  Representatives  of 
Subordinate  Chapters,  twenty-seven  Grand  Repre¬ 
sentatives  of  Sister  Jurisdictions  among  them  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  H.  G.  Smallbones. 

It  having  been  announced  M.  E.  Companions  W. 
J.  Hubbard  and  W.  B.  McChesney,  Past  Grand  High 
Priests  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Virginia  were  in 
waiting,  the  Grand  High  Priest  appointed  Comps. 
A.  B.  Andrews,  Jr.,  and  Lat  Williams,  Past  Grand  High 
Priest  to  receive  and  introduce  them  into  the  Grand 
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Chapter  where  they  were  welcomed  and  assigned  seats 
in  the  East. 

The  Grand  High  Priest  then  read  his  address  which 
was  received  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Doings 
of  Grand  Officers. 

“Companions:  Time  in  its  tireless  flight  knows  no  surcease,  its  restless 
fingers  mark  the  close  of  another  year  in  the  history  of  capitular  Masonry,  in 
North  Carolina.  Another  year  with  its  sorrows  and  its  joys,  its  sunshine  and 
shadows;  another  year  of  wonderful  events,  and  marvelous  achievements. 
In  no  year,  perhaps  has  there  been  a  greater  advance  in  the  material,  social 
and  moral  uplift  of  our  country  and  its  people  than  the  one  now  drawing  to 
a  close.  With  this  spiritual  enterprise  and  progress  Masonry  is  thoroughly 
imbued  and  in  the  name  of  a  strong,  progressive  and  harmonious  brother¬ 
hood,  I  extend  to  you  a  cordial  welcome  to  the  61st  Annual  Convocation 
of  our  Royal  Craft,  and  right  cheerily  do  I  greet  you,  my  Companions,  whose 
honored  heads  are  crowned  with  the  glory  of  accumulating  years,  and  you, 
who,  in  the  strength  and  pride  of  manhood,  will  soon  assume  the  duties  and 
responsibilities  of  our  Order,  and  through  whose  zeal  and  fidelity  we  can 
confidently  hope  to  see  the  useful  and  beneficent  influences  of  Royal  Arch 
Masonry  rise  to  a  still  higher  plane.  These  annual  convocations  are  restful 
oases  in  life’s  Sahara.  It  is  here  that  we  renew  the  old  and  form  new  friend¬ 
ships  and  cement  them  with  the  strong  ties  of  brotherly  love.  As  the  tiny 
bud  opens  and  expands  its  tender  petals  under  the  ripening  influence  of  the 
morning’s  genial  sun,  into  a  beautiful,  fullblown  rose,  so  by  these  associa¬ 
tions  are  our  hearts  filled  with  fraternal  love  and  affection,  and  we  are  here 
taught  by  the  sublime  tenets  of  our  glorious  Order,  in  all  their  matchless 
purity  and  vigor,  the  indisputable  truth  of  the  Brotherhood  of  man  and  the 
Fatherhood  of  God,  and  when  we  shall  have  returned  to  our  respective  fields 
of  labor  and  resumed  the  working  tools  of  life,  the  inspiring  and  genial  in¬ 
fluences  of  these  convocations  will  soothe  our  weary  souls  with  recollections 
as  soft  and  sweet  as  the  sound  of  the  distant  convent  bell  to  the  weary  desert 
traveler. 

Before  entering  upon  the  business  of  this  Convocation  as  required  by  the 
statutes  of  our  Order,  let  us  pause  for  a  moment  in  loving  remembrance  of 
our  fraternal  dead.  Our  hearts  are  filled  with  love  and  gratitude  to  our 
Supreme  Grand  High  Priest  for  the  many  tender  mercies  and  loving  kind¬ 
nesses  He  has  bestowed  upon  us  during  the  present  year,  and  especially  in 
that  our  offical  circle  remains  unbroken.  Not  so,  however,  with  many  of 
our  sister  Grand  Jurisdictions  and  our  own  Subordinate  Chapters,  whose 
ranks  have  been  invaded  by  the  grim  reaper,  and  under  the  fatal  strokes  of 
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his  relentless  scythe  many  of  our  distinguished  and  beloved  Companions 
have  fallen — "to  rest  wearing  the  white  flower  of  a  blameless  life.”  Peace¬ 
ful  be  their  dreamless  sleep  and  happy  their  awakening.  To  their  virtues, 
zeal  and  fidelity,  as  men  and  Masons,  our  Committee  on  Necrology  will  pay 
fitting  tribute. 

"Dispensation  was  granted  to  receive  and  ballot  on  petitions  without 
waiting  the  constitutional  time,  also  to  elect  and  install  officers  the  regular 
time  having  passed.  The  Grand  Chapter  having  granted  a  Charter  at  its 
meeting  in  May,  1908,  for  a  Chapter  at  Gastonia  to  be  known  as  Gastonia 
Chapter  No.  66,  issued  commission  to  E.  Companion  H.  A.  Murrell  to  in¬ 
stitute  same  and  install  officers.  This  was  done  according  to  the  usages 
and  customs  of  the  Craft.  On  April  9  a  dispensation'was  issued  for  the  re¬ 
vival  and  removal  of  Conoh  Chapter  No.  12  from  Hamilton  to  Williamston. 
This  Chapter  seems  to  be  imbued  with  new  life  and  I  predict  a  bright  future 
for  it.  On  authority  of  E.  Comp.  A.  S.  Geurrand  I  recommend  that  a  charter 
be  granted  Waynesville  Chapter  N.  D.  I  have  made  but  two  offical  visita¬ 
tions  during  the  year,  Henderson  and  Rocky  Mount  Chapters.  On  both 
occasions  work  was  done  in  the  Royal  Arch  Degree  and  in  each  instance 
was  well  done. 

The  pleasure  experienced  on  each  of  these  occasions  only  increases  my  re¬ 
gret  at  not  being  able  to  visit  more  of  the  Chapters  and  I  assure  them  my 
failure  to  do  so  did  not  arise  from  a  lack  of  desire  to  do  so  but  from  my  ina¬ 
bility.  Announcement  having  been  made  in  October  that  Past  Grand 
High  Priest  A.  B.  Andrews  Jr.,  would  on  November  5th  take  unto  himself 
a  dearer  Companion — one  that  will  light  his  path  way  o’er  life’s  rough  and 
rugged  road  with  the  soft  sweet  glow  of  a  womanly  woman’s  love  and  in 
recognition  of  his  splendid  work  in  our  Craft  I  concurred  with  our  Right 
Eminent  Grand  Commander,  Martin  S.  Willard,  Grand  Commander  of  Knight 
Templar  of  North  Carolina  in  sending  to  the  bride  elect  a  token  of  the  love 
and  esteem  in  which  our  Companion  and  Frater  is  held.  Well  done. 

The  Craft  is  to  be  congratulated  upon  the  fact  that  peace  reigns  through¬ 
out  this  Grand  Jurisdiction,  Royal  Arch  Masonry  is  stronger  financially 
and  numerically  in  North  Carolina  to-day  than  ever  before.  Its  future  is 
laden  with  bright  prospects  and  great  possibilities.” 

M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest,  John  B.  Griggs,  Eliza¬ 
beth  City. 

R.  E.  Grand  Secretary,  James  C.  Munds,  Wilming¬ 
ton. 

J.  W.  H. 
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NORTH  DAKOTA. 

The  Twentieth  Annual  Convocation  of  the  Grand 
Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  the  State  of  North 
Dakota  convened  in  the  Masonic  Temple,  at  Grand 
Forks,  North  Dakota,  Thursday,  June  24th,  A.  D. 
1909,  A.  L.  2439,  at  10  o’clock  A.  M. 

Frank  H.  Sprague  (9)  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest, 
Grafton. 

The  Grand  High  Priest  in  his  address  says 

The  pleasures  of  our  annual  convocation  are  enchanced  by  evidences  of 
prosperity  all  about  us,  both  material  and  fraternal,  resultant  from  efforts 
of  industry  and  a  faithful  devotion  to  the  principles  of  our  beloved  order, 
which  elevates  the  standard  of  manhood  and  brings  about  a  general  better¬ 
ment  of  the  entire  human  family. 

No  question  of  dispute,  or  for  masonic  interpretation,  has  been  presented 
to  me  for  determination,  during  the  year,  which  is  a  significant  omen  of  the 
harmonious  condition  existing  within  and  among  the  various  subordinate 
chapters. 

Under  Dispensation  he  says: 

During  the  year  I  have  been  asked  for  dispensations,  from  three  sub¬ 
ordinate  chapters,  to  elect  and  install,  or  to  install,  officers  at  other  than 
at  the  statutory  time,  which  in  each  instance  was  granted.  I  am  inclined 
to  believe  the  necessity  for  such  requests  is  occasioned  by  carelessness  on 
the  part  of  the  officers,  especially  the  secretary,  who,  if  keen  to  his  duty, 
would  spare  his  chapter  embarrassment,  and  the  Grand  High  Priest  and  Grand 
Secretary  unnecessary  annoyance. 

In  two  instances  I  was  asked  for  a  dispensation  granting  permission  to 
receive  and  ballot  upon  petitions  at  a  called  or  special  convocation,  both  of 
which  I  promptly  refused. 

There  seems  to  be  an  impression  existing  with  some  of  our  companions  that 
the  Grand  High  Priest  is  clothed  with  authority  superior  to  the  statutes,  and 
that  only  his  permission  is  necessary  to  justify  irregular  proceedings.  It 
may  serve  as  a  matter  of  information  to  companions,  not  familiar  with  the 
statutes,  and  thereby  be  not  out  of  place  for  me  to  state,  that  under  our  laws, 
a  petition  can  only  be  received  at  a  stated  convocation,  and  balloted  on  at 
some  subsequent  stated  meeting.  Dispensations  may  issue,  however,  to 
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substitute  a  companion,  in  the  exaltation  of  a  team,  in  cases  of  emergency, 
which  in  nearly  every  instance  will  obviate  all  need  for  the  “quick  action” 
process. 

Request  to  have  degrees  conferred  by  a  foreign 
chapter 

Brother  Robert  Jones,  formerly  of  Fargo,  and  now  a  resident  of  Chicago, 
Illinois,  having  been  elected  by  Keystone  Chapter  to  receive  the  Capitular 
degrees,  during  his  residence  in  Fargo,  and  having  expressed  a  desire  to  have 
Fairview  Chapter  No.  161,  of  Chicago,  confer  the  degrees  I  addressed  a  com¬ 
munication  to  the  Grand  High  Priest  of  Illinois,  on  May  12,  1909  asking  if  he 
would  extend  the  courtesies  of  his  office  and  permit  Fairview  Chapter  to  con¬ 
fer  the  degrees  on  Brother  Jones. 

I  have  his  acknowledgment  under  date  of  May  15,  1909,  stating  he  was 
pleased  to  extend  the  courtesy  and  would  request  Fairview  Chapter  to  con¬ 
fer  the  degrees.  Any  details  in  the  matter  may  now  be  arranged  between 
Keystone  and  Fairview  Chapters. 

The  Grand  Secretary’s  Report  is  quite  full,  I  quote 
his  conclusion. 

In  closing,  may  we  digress  into  the  origin  of  ideas.  Doubtless  we  all 
have  read  of  Esau,  and  of  Jacob  and  his  twelve  sons.  How  many  of  us  have 
ever  surmised  that  consciously  or  unconsciously,  in  the  story  of  Jacob,  we 
find  some  of  the  origin  of  things  in  the  chapter.  Stripped  from  the  tale  woven 
about  this  patriarch  is  a  wounderful  truth.  In  Esau  we  have  the  hairy  man 
representing  the  darkness.  Jacob  supplanted  him,  and  received  his  heritage 
for  a  mess  of  pottage,  and  he  in  turn  was  overcome  by  a  stranger  just  as  the 
day  breaks.  Jacob  represents  the  red,  or  the  first  rays  of  the  sun,  the  early 
morning. 

The  four  vails  used  in  the  chapter  are  of  late  origin.  The  old  English 
lectures  refer  to  three  only.  Blue,  Purple  and  Red.  The  chapter  degrees 
are  often  called  the  red  degrees.  This  term  is  largely  used  in  this  country 
at  the  present  time,  but  formerly  the  chapter  degrees  were  also  referred  to  as 
the  scarlet  degrees.  The  color  red  was  used  by  all  Semetic  nations  as  an  in¬ 
signia  of  rank  and  honor.  In  the  solar  myth,  the  color  blue  applied  to  the 
sky,  the  universe,  illusions,  the  Maya,  the  Mary  from  which  the  sun,  the  light, 
the  Savior  of  life  came.  Esau,  night,  had  his  birthright  taken  from  him  by 
Jacob,  the  early  dawn,  the  red.  Jacob  wrestled  with  the  man,  the  angel, 
the  dawn,  the  purple.  In  other  words,  darkness  was  outwitted  by  the  red 
light  of  morning,  and  this  early  dawn  overcome  by  day. 
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In  the  psycho-economic  phase,  we  have  Esau,  the  hunter,  the  primitive 
condition,  displaced  by  Jacob,  the  early  day,  the  first  crystalization  of  tribal 
existence.  The  national  impulse  is  typified  by  the  wrestler  who  broke 
Jacob’s  thigh,  and  became  Israel.  This  solar  myth  became  interwoven 
with  economic  changes,  and  the  colors  blue,  purple  and  scarlet,  or  red,  became 
the  sacred  colors  of  the  ancient  Hebrews,  and  have  come  down  to  us,  in  the 
capitular  degrees,  as  have  the  twelve  officers  of  the  chapter  from  the  twelve 
sons  of  Jacob.  Other  ancient  people  had  similar  traditions,  but  to  the  Biblical 
origin,  more  directly  than  any  other,  can  be  traced  the  traditions  upon  which 
the  chapter  is  founded,  and  therefore,  we  call  attention  to  the  beginning  of 
the  colors  of  the  chapter  that  we  may  realize  a  link  which  holds  the  old  to 
the  new,  and  may  excite  even  greater  admiration  for  an  order  which  retains 
so  vividly  the  thoughts  and  beliefs  of  the  past. 

The  Finances  are  in  good  condition,  a  balance  of  $7,280 
in  the  treasury. 

19  Chapters. 

Alexander  B.  Taylor,  G.  H.  P. 

Frank  J.  Thompson,  G.  Sec. 

G.  H. 


NOVA  SCOTIA.  1909. 

The  Fortieth  Annual  Convocation  of  the  Grand 
Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  Nova  Scotia  with 
jurisdiction  over  the  Provinces  of  Nova  Scotia, 
Prince  Edward  Island  and  New  Foundland  was  held 
in  Free  Mason’s  Hall  in  the  City  of  Halifax,  N.  S., 
on  Tuesday,  the  8th  day  of  June  A.  D.  1909,  A.  I. 
2439,  beginning  at  10  o’clock  A.  M.  M.  E.  Comp. 
Thomas  Van  B.  Bingay,  Grand  High  Priest,  presiding 
and  the  other  Grand  Officers  in  their  respective  stations 
and  places.  Eleven  Past  Grand  High  Priests,  four 
Past  Grand  Kings,  Nine  Past  Grand  Scribes,  Repre- 
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sentatives  of  eleven  Subordinate  Chapters  and  twenty- 
one  Grand  Jurisdictions,  among  them  Comp.  John 
Hay  representing  Pennsylvania. 

The  continued  illness  of  M.  E.  Comp.  Rev.  H.  D. 
deBlois  being  reported  sick  the  following  telegram  of 
condolence  was  sent  him: 


“Your  Companions  of  Grand  Chapter  in  Annual  Convocation  learn  with 
deep  regret  of  your  inability  to  be  present  and  sympathize  with  you  in  your 
illness  and  pray  for  your  speedy  restoration.’’ 

S.  J.  Waddell,  Grand  Secretary. 

To  which  the  following  reply  was  received: 

Annapolis,  June  8,  1909. 

S.  J.  Waddell,  Grand  Sect’y. 

Your  kind  message  made  me  feel  less  my  enforced  absence. 

H.  D.  deBlois. 

Friendly  sympathy  softens  and  cheers  the  sufferings 
of  the  sick. 

The  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest  Thos.  Van  B.  Bingay 
then  delivered  his  Annual  Address. 

“Companions  of  the  Most  Excellent  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons 
of  Nova  Scotia: 

“It  is  with  unfeigned  pleasure  that  I  extend  to  each  one  of  you  a  cordial 
and  fraternal  greeting  and  welcome  you  to  the  Fortieth  Annual  Convoca¬ 
tion  of  this  Grand  Chapter,  and  it  is  my  hope  and  trust  that  it  will  be  an 
occassion  of  pleasure  and  profit  and  that  our  deliberations  may  conduce 
to  the  permanent  welfare  and  prosperity  of  our  beloved  Institution. 

“My  pleasure  is  enhanced  in  again  seeing  the  familair  faces,  and  grasp¬ 
ing  the  hands  of  so  many  Companions  who  have  borne  the  burden  and  heat 
of  the  day  in  our  Grand  body,  upon  whose  wise  counsels  and  advice  we  have 
learned  to  depend,  whom  we  have  meet  for  many  years  and  whom  we  have 
learned  to  love,  to  those  of  you  who  have  for  the  first  time  come  to  help  and 
assist  in  the  noble  work  in  which  we  are  engaged  we  extend  our  special  heart¬ 
felt  fraternal  salutations,  for  on  you  will  the  burden  fall  in  future  days  when 
the  older  Companions  have  passed  away,  of  perpetuating  and  cherishing 
unsullied  the  traditions  we  have  inherited  from  our  forefathers  and  striving 
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to  make  Royal  Arch  Masonry  an  instrument  for  good  in  the  world.  With 
humble  and  grateful  hearts  we  offer  up  to  the  Almighty  Father  our  voices 
in  thanksgiving  and  praise  for  his  watchful  and  loving  care  and  guidance 
and  for  the  manifold  mercies  and  bounties  that  He  has  showered  upon  each 
one  of  us  during  the  past  year;  and,  whilst  in  His  Providence  our  imme¬ 
diate  official  circle  is  unbroken  yet,  alas!  we  miss  the  pleasant  greeting  and 
hearty  clasp  of  the  hand  of  some  of  the  Companions  we  have  known  in  the 
past  and  expected  to  meet  again,  but  who  have  heard  and  answered  the  last 
call,  and  have  passed  from  labor  here  to  the  rest  and  peace  that  remains 
for  the  children  of  God.  Let  us  therefore  pause  for  a  moment  and  render  to 
our  departed  Companions  that’  loving  tribute  of  remembrance  which  is 
but  the  natural  outflowing  of  our  inner  consciousness  and  which  at  this 
time  is  but  fitting  for  us  to  express. 

He  refers  to  the  ravages  of  death  in  his  own  juris¬ 
diction  and  his  sister  jurisdictions  among  them  P.  H. 
Priest  Matthias  Holstein  Henderson  of  Pennsylvania. 

I  quote  his  closing  remarks: 

“So  passeth  away  the  glories  of  the  world.  Let  our  lives,  Companions, 
be  so  imbued  with  the  lessons  of  the  perfect  trust  and  confidence  we  are 
taught  in  Royal  Arch  Masonry,  that  no  matter  how  rough  and  rugged  our 
paths  in  life  may  be,  we  may  confidently  place  our  hands  in  His  who  will 
guide  us  safely  through  all  the  perils  and  dangers  that  encompass  us;  strive 
to  do  our  duty  in  the  station  in  which  He  has  placed  us,  so  that  when  we 
hear  the  last  call:  “Come  ye  blessed  of  my  Father,  enter  thou  into  the  joy 
of  thy  Lord,”  we  may  peacefully  fold  the  mantle  of  His  love  around  us,  and 
“Lie  down  to  pleasant  dreams,”  leaving  the  record  of  our  lives  well  spent 
to  point  the  way  to  those  of  our  Companions  left  behind  to  higher  and  loftier 
ideals  in  living  and  duty.  This  should  be  the  aspiration  of  every  Companion 
who  has  passed  the  mystic  vails  of  our  Chapter.  May  the  great  Jehovah 
grant  us  his  continual  help  and  care  and  keep  our  feet  from  falling  from  the 
right  way.  To  be  Companions  to  each  other  in  deed  as  well  as  in  word,  to 
sympathize  with  and  comfort  those  who  have  fallen  by  the  way,  ever  to  assist 
the  distressed,  the  widow  and  the  fatherless;  this  is  the  grand  aim  and  object 
of  our  association  and  the  manner  in  which  we  endeavor  to  live  up  to  these 
ideals  will  effect  our  final  reward  in  “The  City  of  the  Light.” 

“It  is  the  Holy  City,  New  Jerusalem,  and  the  Lord  God  Almighty  and  the 
Lamb  are  the  Temple  of  it.” 

“We  are  builders  of  that  City, 

All  our  joys  and  all  our  groans 
Help  to  rear  its  shining  ramparts, 

All  our  lives  are  building  stones 
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But  the  work  that  we  have  builded, 
Oft  with  bleeding  hands  and  tears, 

And  in  error  and  in  anguish,  ~ 

Will  not  perish  with  our  years.” 

‘‘It  will  be  at  last  made  perfect 
In  the  universal  plan; 

It  will  help  to  crown  the  labors 
Of  the  toiling  hosts  of  man; 

It  will  last  and  shine  transfigured 
In  the  final  reign  of  right; 

It  will  merge  into  the  splendors 
Of  the  City  of  the  Light.” 


He  speaks  of  the  pleasure  he  enjoyed  in  visiting 
among  the  several  chapters  in  his  Jurisdiction,  his 
fraternal  reception  and  the  prosperity  he  found  pre¬ 
vailing  generally. 

His  Jurisdiction  covers  a  great  deal  of  territory. 

He  expresses  his  delight  at  the  state  of  the  work 
and  the  manner  in  which  the  books  are  kept,  especially 
the  Book  of  Marks. 

The  finances  are  in  a  flourishing  condition,  all  of 
which  speaks  well  for  the  order  in  Nova  Scotia. 

The  Grand  Secretary’s  Report  shows  the  subor¬ 
dinate  Chapters’  Officers  to  be  efficient  in  their  work. 
No.  of  Chapters  Seventeen,  Membership  1200. 

The  Grand  Treasurer’s  account  shows  balance  of 
$1323.31. 

M.  E.  Comp.  Malcolm  McF.  Hall,  Grand  High 
Priest. 

M.  E.  Comp.  Samuel  J.  Waddell,  Grand  Secretary. 

J.  W.  H. 
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OKLAHOMA. 

Tuesday  morning  April  20,  1909  the  Most  Excellent 
Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  Indian 
Territory  convened  for  its  Twentieth  Convocation  in 
the  Indian  Temple  at  Oklahoma  City,  Oklahoma,  at 
9.30  o’clock  A.  M.  Companion  Daniel  M.  Hailey, 
Grand  High  Priest  presiding,  all  the  Grand  Officers 
were  present. 

M.  E.  Daniel  M.  Hailey,  Grand  High  Priest,  opened 
the  Most  Excellent  Grand  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of 
Indian  Territory  in  ample  form  with  prayer  by  J.  S. 
Merrow.  Twelve  Past  Grand  High  Priests,  fifty  of 
the  sixty-three  Subordinate  Chapters  were  represented, 
twenty  Past  High  Priests,  thirteen  Grand  Representa¬ 
tives. 

The  Grand  High  Priest  then  delivered  his  address. 
I  quote  from  his  opening: 

“The  Cycles  of  time  have  brought  us  to  the  close  of  another  year  in  Cap¬ 
itular  Masonry,  and  it  becomes  my  pleasure  to  bid  you  welcome  to  this,  the 
Twentieth  Annual  Convocation  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons 
of  Indian  Territory.  You  will  pardon  me  at  this  time  if  I  indulge  in  a  per¬ 
sonal  reminiscence,  when  I  say  that  1  was  one  of  the  first  Royal  Arch  Masons 
made  in  the  Indian  Territory,  and  today,  by  the  grace  of  God,  I  remain  the 
only  one  left  of  that  team;  Dr.  H.  B.  Smith  and  James  Holland,  the  other  two, 
have  been  called  to  that  beautiful  Arch  above,  not  made  with  hands,  and  they 
await  our  coming;  and  today  I  stand  before  you  perhaps  the  last  Grand  High 
Priest  of  said  Territory.  At  the  last  Annual  Convocation  a  resolution 
was  introduced  to  amend  Art.  1  of  the  Constitution  by  striking  out  the 
words  Indian  Territory  and  substituting  therefor  the  State  of  Oklahoma, 
and  as  I  have  no  doubt  but  what  this  will  be  concurred  in  at  the  present 
convocation,  it  is  certainly  a  coincidence  never  before  in  the  history  of  our 
order,  that  the  first  Companion  who  journeyed  from  Babylon  to  Jerusalem 
should  be  permitted  to  live  to  see  the  outer  vails  of  the  New  Tabernacle, 
once  a  country  of  the  Indians,  the  greatest  agricultural,  coal,  gas  and  oil 
fields  of  the  world,  and  the  brightest  star  on  the  azure  fields  of  Old  Glory. 
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“The  faults  of  Companions  we  write  upon  the  sand, 
their  virtues  we  inscribe  upon  the  tablets  of  love  and 
Memory.”  In  regard  to  those  who  have  died  in  his 
own  Jurisdiction  he  speaks  tenderly. 

“Let  us  now  turn  to  our  immediate  household  and  while  memory  lasts 
let  us  keep  in  our  hearts  the  most  agreeable  recollections  of  their  estimable 
qualities  of  mind  and  heart.  They  had  been  honored  by  their  Chapters  as 
High  Priests  with  the  richest  in  their  power  to  bestow,  and  who  by  reason 
of  that  official  position  as  members  of  the  Grand  Chapter,  for  the  time  being 
faithfully  and  intelligently  served  their  respective  constituencies.  They 
have  stepped  aside  from  the  ranks  of  our  membership  “to  rest  under  the 
shade”;  we  shall  miss  them  from  our  gatherings  but  we  trust  that  each  one 
has  learned  to  “bring  up  good  and  square  work”  here  and  has  there  merited 
the  commendation  from  the  Grand  Overseer,  “Well  done,  receive  thy  wages 
and  rest’” 

He  recommends  that  the  Subordinate  Chapters 
shall  preserve  their  present  charters  as  a  matter  of 
history,  but  that  they  shall  be  signed  by  the  Grand 
High  Priest  and  Grand  Secretary  with  an  imprint  of 
the  new  seal  of  the  State  of  Oklahoma:  that  the  Sub¬ 
ordinate  Chapters  as  soon  as  practical  have  their  Seals 
changed  to  read  Oklahoma  in  lieu  of  “Indian  Terri¬ 
tory.  ” 

New  Chapters  were  constituted  and  their  officer 
installed  as  follows;  Oriental,  No.  57;  Peaceful  Valley, 
No.  58;  Eldorado,  No.  55;  Altus,  No.  59; 

On  November  10th,  1908,  he  issued  a  dispensation 
to  the  Companions  of  Lindsay  Chapter  U.  D.  On 
April  5th,  a  dispensation  to  the  Companions  of  Paw- 
huska  Osage  County  to  be  known  as  Horeb  Chapter 
U.  D.  His  official  visitations  show  the  Chapters 
to  be  in  fine  condition,  books  properly  and  neatly 
kept.  His  visits  were  pleasant  to  him  and  instructive 
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to  the  Companions,  binding  the  Grand  Officers  and 
Companions  in  those  fraternal  bonds  of  friendship 
and  affection  which  should  always  exist  among  Free¬ 
masons. 

“In  looking  over  the  returns  from  the  subordinate  chapters  for  the  last 
few  years,  I  find  some  of  them  have  done  no  work,  and  some  have  even  failed 
to  make  a  report.  To  these  I  addressed  letters  of  inquiry  as  to  the  cause 
and  if  I  could  lend  them  any  assistance  to  arouse  an  interest.  To  some  of 
these  letters  I  have  had  replies,  others  have  failed  to  respond,  either  from 
carelessness  or  otherwise.  Companions,  it  is  a  duty  and  courtesy,  you  owe 
to  your  grand  officers  to  acknowledge,  at  least,  any  letters  addressed  to  you 
from  them,  however  unimportant  it  may  seem  to  you.  I  trust  you  will 
take  this  criticism  in  the  spirit  of  brotherly  love,  and  not  from  the  pen  of  one 
who  is  disposed  to  criticise  for  a  failure  to  perform  your  duty.” 


This  certainly  was  unpardonable  disrespect  to  the 
Grand  High  Priest. 

He  speaks  very  encouragingly  of  their  Masonic 
Home  and  the  good  work  it  is  doing,  there  are  at  this 
time  forty-four  inmates  and  one  cannot  but  be  forci¬ 
bly  impressed  that  they  seem  to  be  happy  in  their 
home  and  appreciate  what  is  being  done  for  them. 

“I  recommend  that  $500  be  donated  for  the  support  of  the  home. 

‘ '  I  am  informed  that  the  Committee,  which  was  appointed  in  1907  and  asked 
for  further  time  at  the  last  convocation,  is  now  ready  to  report  on  districting 
the  jurisdiction,  and  will  also  recommend  a  plan  whereby  the  same  will  be 
operative  under  our  present  system.  But  few  of  the  Chapters  ever  see  a 
Grand  Officer,  and  my  experience  has  demonstrated  to  me  that  the  Chapters 
most  needing  instruction  and  dying  for  the  want  of  it  are  sadly  neglected, 
and  the  desired  end  has  not  been  reached.  If  we  are  going  to  build  up  Capit¬ 
ular  Masonry  in  this  Jurisdiction  and  make  it  prosperous,  as  it  should  be, 
the  Subordinate  Chapters  must  have  instruction.  This  system  of  District 
Deputies  has  proved  successful  in  other  Jurisdictions,  and  so  I  see  no  reason 
why  it  should  not  be  here.  Therefore,  I  recommend  this  report  for  the  fav¬ 
orable  consideration  of  this  Grand  Chapter.” 
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Grand  Secretary’s  Report: 

"A  score  of  years  has  passed  since  a  few  enthusiastic  Masons  met  in  the 
old  Masonic  Hall  at  Purcell,  and  after  adjournment  next  in  McAlester  to 
organize  this  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons. 

“At  that  time  there  were  only  four  Chapters  in  the  Territory  which  com¬ 
prised  the  whole  of  the  present  State  of  Oklahoma.  These  Chapters  were 
Indian  No.  1,  at  McAlester,  Oklahoma  No.  2,  at  Atoka,  Savanna  No.  4,  then 
at  Savanna  now  at  Lehigh,  and  Talequah  No.  5,  at  Talequah. 

“At  this  time  there  are  fifty  nine  living  Chapters  on  our  Roll.  It  is  too 
bad  that  the  Royal  Arch  Masons  in  as  large  and  flourishing  a  City  as  Yinita, 
with  Masons  as  intelligent  and  as  wealthy  as  are  those  in  that  city  should 
permit  their  Chapter  to  languish  and  die  from  sheer  indifference  and  neglect. 
Heroic  efforts  were  made  to  secure  returns  and  dues  from  each  and  every 
one  of  the  Chapters  and  I  am  pleased  to  say  these  efforts  have  been  in  the 
main  successful.” 

The  Committee  on  dividing  into  Districts  report  as 
follows: 

“We,  your  Committee  on  dividing  Territory,  that  there  be  five  districts 
to  be  known  as  Custodian  Districts. 

“We  further  recommend  that  the  Grand  High  Priest  shall  appoint  from 
the  members  of  the  Grand  Chapter,  five  Companions  who  are  well  in¬ 
formed  in  the  Work  and  Lectures  adopted  by  this  Grand  Chapter,  one  of  whom 
shall  be  the  Chairman,  to  be  known  and  designated  as  Grand  Custodians. 

“It  shall  be  their  duty  to  look  into  the  general  welfare  and  condition  of 
the  subordinate  Chapters  in  their  respective  districts,  to  urge  upon  the  Craft 
the  thorough  knowledge  of  the  Ritual  and  a  strict  conformity  to  the  regula¬ 
tions  of  the  Grand  Chapter,  to  encourage,  wherever  practical,  and  to  the 
interest  of  the  Craft,  the  organization  of  new  Chapters,  to  investigate  the  con¬ 
dition  of  demised  Chapters  and  whenever  feasible,  to  aid  in  their  restoration. 

“Each  Grand  Custodian  shall  be  furnished  with  a  commission  of  appoint¬ 
ment,  signed  by  the  Grand  High  Priest,  and  attested  by  the  Grand  Secretary. 
This  appointment  and  commission  shall  be  authority  for  the  Grand  Custo¬ 
dian  to  do  all  acts  necessary  to  carry  out  the  duties  as  herein  prescribed,  and 
are  authorized  to  teach  and  exemplify  the  work  in  the  Royal  Arch  and  Ap¬ 
pendant  Degrees. 

“They  shall  be  appointed  at  the  close  of  each  Annual  Convocation  and 
shall  serve  until  the  close  of  the  succeeding  Annual  Convocation. 

“Each  Grand  Custodian  shall  be  paid  by  the  Grand  Chapter  at  the  rate 
of  five  ($5 .00)  dollars  per  day  from  the  time  he  leaves  home  until  his  return, 
together  with  the  necessary  expenses  in  traveling  to  and  from  his  home  to 
the  place  of  meeting.” 
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I.  H.  G.  Hulme,  Weatherford,  M.  E.  G.  H.  P. 
Joseph  S.  Murrow,  Stoka,  R.  E.  Grand  Secretary. 

J.  W.  H. 


OREGON. 

The  Forty-Ninth  Annual  Convocation  of  the  Grand 
Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  the  State  of  Oregon 
was  opened  in  Masonic  Temple,  City  of  Portland,  on 
Monday,  June  14,  1909. 

The  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest,  Companion  Alfred 
H.  Steiner  delivered  his  annual  address.  It  covers  the 
ground.  Dispensations  were  issued  for  two  new 
Chapters.  A  number  of  Dispensations  were  granted 
and  there  was  no  occasion  to  render  any  Decisions 
though  “not  a  few  questions”  were  asked  requiring 
“a  proper  construction  placed  on  our  Constitution 
and  by-laws.  ” 

Oregon  has  29  Chapters  and  2774  members.  The 
finances  are  in  good  shape  and  228  were  exalted  during 
the  year. 

The  Grand  Lecturer  Comp.  O.  P.  Coshow  delivered 
an  address  on  Capitular  Masonry  before  the  Grand 
Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  Oregon,  at  Port¬ 
land,  June  14,  1909.  It  is  a  worthy  and  readable 
effort  from  which  we  refrain  from  making  quotations 
for  fear  of  maring  its  symmetry. 

The  Correspondence  Report  is  from  the  pen  of  J. 
M.  Hodson,  Chairman.  He  reviews  47  Jurisdictions, 
decorating  each  with  an  apothegm  or  verse  and  ex¬ 
plains  that 
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‘  ‘  THE  END  COMETH. 

The  crowns  of  life  belong  to  the  man 
Who  wins  by  efforts  true;  ~ 

Then  give  to  the  world  the  best  you  can, 

And  the  best  will  return  to  you. 

“The  bits  of  rhyme  or  reason  with  which  each  separate  review  is  opened, are 
not  claimed  as  originating  with  the  writer,  and  yet  they  are  not  copied  nor 
quoted  from  anybody  else.  They  are  simply  impressions  which  we  have 
received  in  reading,  thinking,  conversing,  listening  to  speakers,  reviewing- 
proceedings,  etc.,  etc.  The  four  lines  at  the  head  of  these  remarks  illustrates: 
Somewhere  and  sometime  we  caught  the  thought  from  somebody  and  it  has 
remained  our  own  ever  since,  yet  the  words  cannot  probably  be  found  any¬ 
where  else,  and  in  a  month  from  closing  we  probably  could  not  reproduce 
them,  yet  we  will  never  forget  the  sentiment,  or  the  truth  conveyed.  This  is 
not  written  as  an  apology,  but  to  illustrate  our  thought  on  Masonry.  Prin¬ 
ciples  and  truths  never  change.  The  words  and  forms  of  the  Masonic  cere¬ 
monies  and  rituals  have  changed,  even  within  our  own  experience,  but  the 
fundamental  teachings  and  the  symbols  by  which  they  are  impressed  have 
never  changed,  within  its  history,  nor  can  they  change.  In  some  form  they 
will  live  so  long  as  intelligent  beings  inhabit  this  planet.  Its  truths  have 
existed  from  Eternity,  and  its  Symbols  and  ceremonies  since  intelligent  beings 
began  forming  systems  of  rational  philosophers.  No  matter  by  what  name 
or  who  was  the  teacher  or  supposed  discoverer,  the  principle  has  existed  that 
“he  that  humbleth  himself  shall  be  exalted,”  and  so  of  every  other  Masonic 
avowal.  It  may  seem  covered  up,  forgotten 'or  neglected,  but  it  is  sure  to  be 
imbedded  in  the  conscious  knowledge  of  some  soul,  and  it  will  spring  forth 
into  newness  of  life  at  the  proper  time.” 

Edward  E.  Kiddle,  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest. 

James  F.  Robinson,  R.  E.  Grand  Secretary. 

S.  B. 


OUEBEC. 

The  M.  E.  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons 
of  Quebec  assembled  in  Thirty-second  Annual  Convo¬ 
cation  in  the  Masonic  Temple  in  the  City  of  Montreal 
at  3  o’clock  P.  M.,  on  Tuesday  March  23rd,  A.  D. 
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1909,  A.  I.  2439.  M.  E.  Comp.  Harry  G.  Elliott, 
Grand  1st.  Prin.  Z  presiding  assisted  by  the  other 
Grand  Officers.  The  four  Grand  Superintendents 
of  the  four  Districts  into  which  the  territory  is  divided, 
18  P.  G.  Officers  and  19  Grand  Representatives  of 
sister  Grand  Jurisdictions  were  present  among  them 
R.  E.  Comp.  A.  A.  Stevenson,  Representative  of  Penna. 
Representatives  of  ten  Subordinate  Chapters.  Letters 
of  regret  were  received  from  those  detained  by  sickness 
or  other  unavoidable  circumstances  showing  the  broth¬ 
erly  love  which  should  bind  Free  Masons  together. 
The  Grand  First  Principal  Z  then  delivered  his  address. 


“We  are  to-day  assembled  in  Annual  Convocation  of  the  Grand  Chapter 
of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  Quebec  for  the  thirty-second  time  and  it  is  with 
pleasure  and  with  sincere  gratitude  to  the  ‘Great  Ruler  of  All’  that  I  bid 
you  welcome  to  this  Convocation.  I  trust  that  our  meeting  together  may  be 
a  time  of  pleasure  for  all,  and  may  our  deliberations  be  for  the  better  advance¬ 
ment  throughout  the  Province  of  the  Order  we  so  deeply  love.  Let  our 
hearts  go  out  in  praise,  to  the  Supreme  Architect  of  the  Universe  for  having 
spared  us  to  again  assemble  around  our  Holy  Altar  and  may  He  bless  us  and 
bless  our  work  and  make  our  work  worthy  to  be  kept.  While  each  year  we 
welcome  new  faces  and  are  glad  to  see  the  new  blood  coming  in  to  keep  this 
body  in  its  full  strength  we  cannot  but  admit  that  each  year  also  brings  sad 
tidings  of  triumph  through  death.  That  faces  and  voices  we  have  learned 
to  love  and  respect  have  been  called  to  serve  in  the  Grand  Chapter  on  High. 
It  is  proper  that  we  honor  their  memories,  emulate  their  virtues  and  by  so 
doing  may  we  truly  say  that  their  good  work  goes  on  and  that  our  lives  are 
better  and  nobler  for  having  known  them.” 

He  mentions  by  name  those  companions  of  their 
own  jurisdiction  who  have  died  during  the  year  and 
recommends  that  memorial  pages  be  set  apart  to  their 
memory.  He  also  mentions  fourteen  Companions  of 
Sister  Jurisdictions  among  them  M.  E.  Conpamon  P. 
G.  High  Priest  J.  Shallcross  Barber  of  Penna.,  and  to 
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these  Sister  Grand  Chapters  and  their  bereaved  families 
he  extendes  his  sincere  sympathy,  truly  Freemasons 
do  not  forget  their  deceased  Companions. 

He  states  a  net  increase  in  membership  of  67  the 

* 

total  membership  now  being  1219. 

Three  dispensations  were  granted,  one  to  ballot  for 
a  candidate  within  the  time  limit,  another  to  elect  and 
install  officers  at  a  time  other  than  specified  in  its 
By-Laws,  the  third  for  a  Chapter  to  apply  for  a  new 
charter,  their  first  having  been  destroyed  by  fire. 
He  expresses  his  great  pleasure  in  visiting  the  Chapters, 
his  cordial  reception  by  the  Companions  and  the  cor¬ 
rectness  of  the  work  by  the  Officers.  He  speaks  in 
terms  of  the  highest  praise  of  the  Grand  Scribe  E  and 
the  Grand  Lecturer.  He  concludes  as  follows: 

“My  thanks  are  due  and  are  hereby  tendered  to  the  Past  Grand  Z’s  who 
have  done  so  much  to  make  my  work  of  the  year  acceptable.  To  every 
Companion  I  give  my  most  sincere  thanks  for  the  courteous  treatment  I  have 
received  and  for  the  high  honor  you  have  bestowed  on  me  and  in  relinquish¬ 
ing  the  sceptre  and  mantle  of  office  I  commend  to  you  my  successor  and  solicit 
for  him  the  same  kindness,  consideration  and  loyal  support  that  you  have 
accorded  me.  May  the  Great  Ruler  of  all  continue  His  blessing  with  blessing 
without  measure.” 

The  Grand  Superintendents  made  their  Reports. 

There  are  four  of  them  and  they  confirm  the  Grand 
First  Principal  Z’s  address  of  the  excellence  of  the 
work  and  the  harmony  existing  among  the  Brethren. 
The  Grand  Lecturer’s  report  is  very  encouraging  as 
regards  correctness  of  work  and  enthusiasm  among 
the  Companions.  The  G.  S.  E.  reports  as  follows: 

“I  herewith  present  my  sixteenth  report  as  Grand  Scribe  E.  and  append 
the  usual  tabular  statement  of  each  chapter.  The  record  shows  a  net  increase 
of  67.” 
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Edward  A.  Evans,  Grand  First  Principal  Z.,  Quebec. 
Will  H.  Whyte,  Grand  Scribe  E.,  Montreal. 

J.  W.  H. 


RHODE  ISLAND— 1908. 

The  One  Hundred  and  Tenth  Annual  Convocation 
of  the  M.  E.  Grand  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  the  State 
of  Rhode  Island  was  held  in  Freemasons  Hall,  Provi¬ 
dence,  Tuesday,  March  10th.  A.  D.  1908,  at  10  A.  M. 

M.  E.  Chas.  F.  Richardson  G.  H.  P.  presiding  and 
the  other  Grand  Officers  in  their  respective  stations 
and  places.  Nine  P.  G.  H.  Ps.,oneP.  G.  Deputy  H.  P., 
three  P.  G.  Scribes,  P.  G.  Master  of  Masons  of  Rhode 
Island,  M.  W.  Elisha  H.  Rhodes,  thirty  P.  H.  Ps., 
representatives  of  nine  Subordinate  chapters,  twenty- 
six  Grand  Representatives  among  them  Pennsylvania. 

The  Grand  Chapter  was  opened  in  Ample  Form  with 
prayer  at  the  Altar  by  M.  E.  Arthur  H.  Armington 
acting  Grand  Chaplain.  The  address  of  the  M.  E.  High 
Priest  is  a  brief  statement  of  the  year’s  work.  He 
returns  thanks  for  kindness  shown  and  courtesies 
extended  which  he  regrets  his  inability  to  accept. 
In  reference  to  visitations  he  says: 

“I  feel  it  to  be  the  duty  of  the  Grand  High  Priest  of  the  Grand  Chapter 
and  also  of  the  Grand  Lecturer,  if  possible,  to  visit  each  Chapter  at  least 
once  a  year.  But  a  certain  duty  rests  also  on  the  H.  P.  of  the  Chapter.  He 
should  send  a  notice  of  his  meetings  and  its  business  to  the  Grand  High 
Priest  or  his  Secretary  that  they  may  be  governed  thereby,  and  be  in  touch 
with  what  is  to  be  done.” 

He  expresses  his  regret  of  his  inability  to  visit  more 
than  six  of  the  ten  Chapters  but  he  states  that  every 
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Chapter  has  been  visited  by  a  Grand  Officer  at  least 
once  during  the  year  and  the  reports  rendered  show 
that  they  are  in  a  prosperous  condition  and  gaining  in 
membership. 

But  three  Dispensations  were  granted,  each  was 
to  change  the  time  of  meeting  of  the  Chapter. 

“Like  pilgrims  to  the  appointed  place  we  tend; 

The  world’s  an  inn,  and  death  the  journey’s  end. 

E’en  kings  but  play;  and  when  their  part  is  done, 

Some  other,  worse  or  better,  mounts  the  throne.” 

The  reports  of  the  Deputy  Grand  High  Priest, 
Grand  King  and  Grand  Scribe  confirm  the  Report  of 
the  Grand  High  Priest  that  harmony  and  prosperity 
abound  in  all  the  Chapters  of  the  Jurisdiction. 

At  the  request  of  the  Grand  High  Priest,  R.  E. Wen¬ 
dell  R.  Davis  presented  and  read  a  complete  and  fitting 
memorial  of  P.  H.  Priest  M.  E.  William  T.  C.  Wardwell, 
setting  forth  his  character  as  a  man  and  a  Mason. 
He  left  his  imprint  for  good  on  everything  he  under¬ 
took  as  a  civilian  or  a  Mason,  and  his  death  was  deeply 
mourned  by  all.  Also  a  memorial  by  M.  E.  Robert 
S.  Franklin  on  P.  Grand  King,  R.  E.  David  Stevens 
who  was  prominent  as  a  citizen  and  Mason. 
Another  by  M.  E.  Albert  L.  Anthony  on  P.  Grand 
Secretary  R.  E.  George  H.  Burnham.  These  three 
died  within  three  months  and  were  greatly  missed  in 
the  community  and  in  Freemasonry;  after  these  follow 
the  name  and  age  of  all  members  deceased  during  the 
year  in  each  Subordinate  Chapter. 

Wendell  R.  Davis,  M.  E.  Grand  H.  P.,  Bristol. 

William  R.  Greene,  R.  E.  Grand  Secretary,  Provid¬ 
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SOUTH  CAROLINA. 

The  Most  Excellent  Grand  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of 
South  Carolina  assembled  in  Grand  Convocation  at  the 
Masonic  Temple,  in  Charleston,  South  Carolina,  on 
Tuesday,  the  11th  day  of  February,  1908,  at  12  M. 

Comp.  Joseph  Lindsay,  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest. 

Comp.  Geo.  S.  Mower,  R.  E.  Grand  Scribe. 

The  Grand  High  Priest  says  in  his  address: 

Companions:  After  twelve  months  under  the  watchful  eye  of  “Him,  who 
never  slumbers,  never  sleeps,”  we  are  permitted  to  meet  in  this  Ninety- 
Seventh  Annual  Convocation. 

May  our  hearts  be  so  filled  with  love  and  gratitude  for  this  watchful  care 
that  we  may  exclaim  with  the  Psalmist,  “Bless  the  Lord,  Oh  my  soul:  and 
all  that  is  within  me,  bless  His  holy  name:”  each  determining  by  His  help 
to  have  our  lives  conform  more  nearly  to  the  principles  of  our  beloved  Order, 
thereby  being  the  better  fitted  for  every  duty  of  life. 


He  made  the  following  decisions: 

At  the  time  of  the  revival  of  Beulah  Chapter,  I  was  asked:  “Who  are  en¬ 
titled  to  a  vote?” 

Answer.  All  Companions  who  were  in  good  standing  at  the  time  the 
Chapter  became  dormant. 

Another  Companion  wanted  to  know: 

First.  “When  the  Chapter  is  opened  in  the  Royal  Arch  degree  and  sus¬ 
pends  labor  in  order  to  open  on  some  other  degree  to  confer  such  degree  on  a 
candidate,  should  work  in  the  degree,  when  conferred,  be  suspended  and  labor 
resumed  in  the  Royal  Arch  Degree  for  the  purpose  of  closing  in  due  form?” 

Answer.  No. 

Second.  “Or  can  the  lodge  of  Mark  Master,  Past  Master,  or  Most  Excel¬ 
lent  Master  be  closed  in  due  form.” 

Answer.  Yes. 
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Third.  “Again,  a  Special  Convocation  called  to  confer,  say,  the  Most 
Excellent  Master  degree  upon  a  candidate,  should  the  Royal  Arch  Chapter 
be  opened,  labor  suspended,  a  lodge  opened,  its  labors  suspended,  and  labor 
resumed  in  the  Royal  Arch  Chapter?” 

Answer.  No. 

Fourth.  “Can  a  lodge  of  Most  Excellent  Masters  be  opened,  degrees  con¬ 
ferred  and  lodge  closed  in  due  form?” 

Answer.  Yes. 

The  report  of  the  Grand  Treasurer  show  a  balance 
in  his  hands  of  $3185.01. 

48  chapters,  with  a  membership  of  1810. 

The  following  officers  were  elected  for  the  ensuing 
year:  Comp,  Joseph  Lindsay,  M.  E.  Cxrand  High  Priest; 
Comp.  Wm.  E.  Gantt,  R.  E.  Deputy  Grand  High 
Priest;  Comp.  Jas.  L.  Michie,  R.  E.  Grand  King;  Comp. 
Geo.  S.  Mower,  R.  E.  Grand  Scribe;  Comp.  Rev.  D. 
M.  Fulton,  R.  E.  Grand  Chaplain;  Comp.  C.  Frank 
Jackson,  R.  E.  Grand  Treasurer;  Comp.  Jacob  T. 
Barron,  R.  E.  Grand  Secretary,  Comp.  Geo.  T.  Bryan, 
R.  E.  Grand  Captain  of  the  Host;  Comp.  E.  S.  Win¬ 
gate,  Grand  Sentinel. 

REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  JURISPRUDENCE. 

To  the  Most  Excellent  Grand  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  South  Carolina: 

Your  Committee  on  Jurisprudence  beg  leave  to  report: 

We  concur  in  the  Most  Excellent  Grand  High  Priest’s  decisions  numbers 
one  and  two,  and  sections  two  and  three. 

We  cannot  concur  in  his  second  decision,  Section  first,  because  under  the 
laws  of  the  General  Grand  Chapter,  a  subordinate  Chapter  when  opened  on 
the  Royal  Arch  degree  must  be  closed  on  that  degree.  It  may  suspend  labor 
in  the  Chapter,  open  on  a  lower  degree  to  confer  said  degree  on  a  candidate, 
close  in  such  lower  degree,  labor  resumed  in  the  Chapter,  which  must  be  closed 
in  due  form  on  the  Royal  Arch  Degree. 

With  reference  to  section  two  of  said  second  dicision,  which  reads  as  follows : 
“Again,  at  a  special  Convocation  called  to  confer,  say,  the  Most  Excellent 
Master  Degree  upon  a  candidate;  should  the  Royal  Arch  Chapter  be  opened, 
labor  suspended,  a  lodge  opened,  its  labors  suspended,  and  labor  resumed  in 
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the  Royal  Arch  Chapter;”  which  is  answered  “No.”  Your  Committee 
recommend  that  the  answer  should  be  “not  necessarily,”  for  the  reason  that 
at  Special  Convocations  it  is  perfectly  lawful  for  a  Chapter  to  be  opened  on 
the  Royal  Arch  degree,  suspend  labor,  open  and  work  on  a  lower  degree,  close 
that  degree  and  resume  labor  in  the  Chapter,  which  should  then  be  closed 
in  due  form. 

For  the  guidance  of  Chapters  generally,  we  would  say  that  we  are  of  the 
opinion  that  at  a  Special  Convocation  where  work  is  done  in  more  than  one 
degree,  the  proper  practice  is  to  open  in  the  highest  degree  in  which  work  is 
to  be  done,  then  suspend  labor  in  that  degree,  and  open  on  the  lower  degree, 
complete  the  work,  close  that  lodge,  resume  labor  in  the  higher  degree,  and 
after  the  work  is  done  close  on  that  degree. 

Fraternally  submitted, 

J.  L.  Michie, 

E.  P.  Miller, 

L.  A.  Melchers. 

The  Report  was  considered  by  sections. 

'  Section  1,  Adopted. 

Section  2,  Adopted. 

Then  the  Report  as  a  whole  was  adopted. 

The  Committee  on  Correspondence  makes  no  note 
of  Pennsylvania.  Perhaps  our  Proceedings  have  not 
been  placed  in  >hds:  hands. 

:rvc.A  A  ;  V  , 

■ ■  "i  ■■  ;  '  s'-:;-  .  ,  ’  H  .  . 

-  SOUTH  DAKOTA. 

.  •  ... 

Watertown,  Thursday,  June  10,  1909. 

The  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  the 
State  of  South  Dakota  met  in  Twentieth  Annual  Con¬ 
vocation  at  Masonic  Hall,  in  the  City  of  Watertown, 
commencing  Thursday,  June  10,  1909,  Anno  Inven¬ 
tion^  2439,  Anno  Domini  1909,  at  9  o’clock  A.  M. 

John  E.  Hippie,  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest. 


G.  H. 
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The  Grand  High  Priest  opens  his  address  with 
fitting  reference  to  Eminent  Comp.  R.  A.  Masons, 
who  have  gone  on  before — of  his  decisions  he  says, 
(I  give  them  all) 

“The  small  amount  of  controversy  that  exists  among  our  Chapters  is  no 
better  manifest  than  in  the  small  number  of  questions  submitted  for  decision. 

“The  following  question  was  propounded  by  Redfield  Chapter: 

“Section  17  of  the  Constitution  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  S.  D.  provides: 
“One  month  shall  intervene  between  the  reception  and  reference  of  the  peti¬ 
tion  and  the  time  of  the  ballot.” 

Question:  “How  many  days  must  intervene  between  the  reception  and 
reference  of  the  petition  and  the  time  of  the  ballot?” 

“To  which  I  replied  as  follows: 

Answer:  “That  there  can  be  no  fixed  number  of  days.  If  a  petition  is 
received  in  Chapter  on  the  first  Thursday  in  a  month,  the  first  Thursday  in 
the  succeeding  month  shall  be  counted  as  one  month.  This  may  be  28  days, 
if  from  February  to  March,  or  35  days,  if  from  April  to  May.  Regular 
monthly  meetings  shall  be  considered  one  month  apart,  irrespective  of  the 
number  of  days.” 

“On  May  29,  1909,  I  received  the  following  communication  from  the 
High  Priest  of  Scotland  Chapter,  No.  31. 

Scotland,  S.  D.,  May  2  7,  1909 

Companion  John  E.  Hipple,  G.  H.  P., 

Pierre,  S.  D. 

Dear  Sir: — 

March  8th,  1902,  Bro.  Harvey  was  exalted  in  our  Chapter  without  the 
payment  of  the  usual  fees,  $30.00.  About  a  year  later  he  paid  $10.00  of  this. 
Since  then  he  has  paid  some  dues.  He  is,  however,  in  arrears — dues,  $12.00 
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and  $20.00  for  degrees.  He  is  clear  on  our  Blue  Lodge  books  and  is  asking 
a  Dimit  from  the  Blue  Lodge.  The  question  we  wish  to  ask  is:  Have  we 
any  right  to  refuse  the  Master  Mason  Dimit  on  account  of  his  standing  in 
the  Chapter? 

Thanking  you  for  your  trouble  and  an  early  reply,  I  am, 

Yours  Fraternally, 

F.  L.  Wheeler, 

H.  P.  Scotland  Chapter  No.  31 

“To  this  I  replied  that  I  was  surprised  to  know  that  any  Chapter  should 
confer  the  degrees  without  collecting  the  required  fees,  and  continue  the  Com¬ 
panion  as  a  member  when  delinquent  in  dues.  As  to  the  matter  of  granting 
a  Dimit  in  the  Blue  Lodge,  suggested  that  it  was  not  the  province  of  the 
Grand  High  Priest  to  rule  over  Blue  Lodges,  and  referred  the  High  Priest  to 
the  Grand  Master  to  make  reply  as  to  what  action  the  Blue  Lodge  should  or 
might  take.” 

Concerning  Rituals  he  has  this  to  say: 

RITUALS. 

“Nothing  during  the  past  few  years  has  been  as  perplexing  to  this  Grand 
Chapter  as  the  question  of  Rituals.  The  books  now  in  use  were  secured  after 
much  delay  and  vexation.  Now  that  we  have  them,  they  are  still  a  source 
of  annoyance,  because  of  their  printing  and  binding/  These  books  should  be 
so  printed  that  people  with  ordinary  vision  might  read  them.  I  believe  that 
the  matter  of  a  new  edition  should  be  earnestly  considered  by  this  Grand 
Chapter  at  this  session,  and  if  ordered,  they  should  be  under  the  supervision 
of  our  Past  Grand  High  Priest,  our  Worthy  Grand  Secretary,  who  is  emi¬ 
nently  fitted  to  see  that  they  will  be  “good  work  and  true  work”  when  handed 
for  inspection. 

“The  old  issue  was  given  out  by  sending  four  to  each  Chapter;  these  were 
to  be  returned  within  the  year,  but  to  date  the  books  still  remain  with  the 
Chapters.” 
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His  closing  words  are  wholesome  and  true. 

“I  am  fond  of  the  State,  of  our  Grand  Chapter  and  of  the  magnificent 
membership  that  we  can  boast  of  at  this  time.  May  peace  and  prosperity 
abide  with  us  in  the  future  as  in  the  past.  May  the  influence  of  true  Masonic 
teachings  permeate  the  heart  of  every  member  of  our  Grand  Jurisdiction,  so 
that  each  one  will  be  like  good  seed  scattered  where  it  will  grow  luxuriantly. 
This  life  is  what  we  make  it.  Our  order,  like  choice  seed,  must  be  kept  pure, 
otherwise  it  will  take  time,  patience  and  perseverance  to  secure  that  which  we 
now  have.  Men  do  most,  who  help  their  fellow  men.  This  world,  with  all 
its  cares  and  grief  and  troubles  is  still  a  happy  world  when  each  one  strives 
to  do  his  best.  I  believe  that  each  one  of  us  has  done  his  best.  It  is,  there¬ 
fore,  better  to  be  cheerful  than  despairing,  and  so  I  have  a  happy  feeling  in 
returning  to  you,  at  this  session,  the  gavel  of  authority  you  presented  me  one 
year  ago.” 


Number  of  Chapters  in  this  Jurisdiction .  34 

Number  of  members .  2,549 

Number  exalted .  239 

Number  admitted .  65 

Number  reinstated .  3 

Number  suspended .  30 

Number  dimitted .  62 

Number  died .  33 

Net  gain .  181 


Report  of  Committee  on  Jurisprudence. 

To  the  M.  E.  Grand  Chapter  Royal  Arch  Masons  of 
South  Dakota: 

Your  Committee  on  Jurisprudence  to  whom  was  referred  the  Dispensations 
and  Decisions  of  the  AT  E.  Grand  High  Priest,  beg  leave  to  report  that  we 
find  them  within  the  law  and  recommend  their  approval. 
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In  reply  to  the  question  propounded  by  Groton  Chapter  No.  39,  your  Com¬ 
mittee  would  report:  That  the  Companion  being  suspended  in  the  Chapter 
by  virtue  of  his  suspension  by  the  Grand  Lodge,  his  restoration  by  the  same 
power  to  his  former  standing  in  his  Lodge,  reinstates  him  in  his  Chapter 
without  further  action  of  the  Chapter. 

Companions  of  Pennsylvania  will  note  that  ultimate 
decisions  on  all  questions  referring  to  custom  and  law 
are  referred  to  a  committee  on  Jurisprudence  and  come 
before  the  Grand  Chapter  for  a  final  decision.  In 
fine,  the  Grand  Chapter  is  the  ruling  body. 

The  Committee  on  Correspondence,  Companion 
L.  G.  Levoy,  reviews  Pennsylvania  and  says  of  the 
efforts  of  P.G.H.P.  Meredith  in  the  matter  of  record¬ 
ing  marks: 

“He  certainly  did  a  good  job  and  accomplished  much  to  place  the  Chap¬ 
ter  books  of  Marks  in  the  enviable  position  they  hold.” 

Companion  David  A.  Douglas,  (36),  M.  E.  Grand 
High  Priest. 

Companion  George  A.  Pettigrew,  (2)  R.  E.  Grand 
Secretary. 

G.  H. 


TENNESSEE. 

Grand  Chapter  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  the  State  of 
Tennessee. 
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The  Eightieth  Annual  Convocation  of  the  Most 
Excellent  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of 
the  State  of  Tennessee  was  held  in  the  Masonic  Temple 
in  the  City  of  Nashville,  commencing  at  9  o’clock, 
A.  M.,  on  Monday,  January  25,  A.  D.  1909,  Anno 
Inv.  2439. 

Most  Excellent  Charles  Comstock,  Grand  High 
Priest. 

The  address  of  the  Grand  High  Priest  sets  forth 
most  fully  the  conditions  of  Royal  Arch  Masonry 
in  Tennessee.  The  opening  sentences  of  the  address 
I  quote  in  full. 

“Another  year,  with  its  lights  and  shadows,  its  pleasures  and  its  pains,  has 
swiftly  passed  since  you  placed  me  in  this  exalted  station;  and  with  earnest, 
heartfelt  gratitude  to  the  Giver  of  all  good,  I  welcome  you  to  the  eightieth 
convocation  of  the  Grand  Chapter. 

“The  year  just  passed  has  been  full  of  activities  in  the  outer  world.  Its 
records  are  replete  with  strife  and  tragedy.  But  within  the  sacred  circle 
of  our  Mystic  Brotherhood,  peace  and  good  will  have  quietly  journeyed  hand 
in  hand. 

“Our  Companions  have  not  been  idle,  and  while  we  have  some  losses  to 
record,  the  Royal  Craft  has  made  perceptible  gains  throughout  the  State, 
and  I  feel  that  much  good  has  been  accomplished. 

“The  Silent  Messenger  has  summoned  a  few  of  our  Companions  to  the 
Supreme  Council  on  High;]  yet  no  vacancies  have  occurred  in  the  official 
roster  of  the  Grand  Chapter.  Truly,  the  merciful,  loving  kindness  of  Our 
Heavenly  Father  is  beyond  our  human  comprehension.” 

The  Grand  H.  P.  made  only  two  official  rulings, 
as  follows: 


248 


THE  GRAND  HOLY  ROYAL  ARCH 


[1909. 


“The  following  questions  have  been  submitted  tome  for  ruling  during  the 
year: 

From  Pearl  Chapter  24 — “Can  two  substitutes  be  used  in  conferring  the 
Royal  Arch  Degree?”  Answer,  “Yes.” 

From  Burns  Chapter  171 — “Can  Companions  who  signed  the  petition  for 
dispensation  to  organize  new  Chapter,  return  to  their  former  Chapters  after 
the  new  Chapter  is  constituted,  without  dimitting  from  the  new  Chapter?’’ 
Answer,  “No,  they  must  dimit  from  the  new  Chapter  before  they  can  resume 
membership  in  the  old  Chapter.” 

The  G.  H.  P.  calls  attention  to  the  necessity  of 
systematic  instruction,  and  The  Committee  on  Juris¬ 
prudence  support  him  in  his  views  and  recommen¬ 
dations. 

“Under  the  present  system  we  have  to  depend  on  appointing  Companions 
who  are  busy  men  to  do  this  work.  We  cannot  expect  them  to  waive  their 
own  interests,  however  willing  they  may  be,  to  do  all  the  work  that  is  needed 
among  the  various  Chapters  of  the  State. 

“To  my  mind  it  is  self-evident  that  we  need  some  one  who  is  thoroughly 
competent  to  do  this  work,  who  can  devote  his  time  wholly  to  the  needs  of  our 
subordinates.  One  good  worker,  paid  a  reasonable  compensation  for  his 
services,  I  feel  confident  will,  in  ten  years,  much  more  than  repay  the  Grand 
Chapter  what  it  will  cost  for  salary  and  expenses.  I  believe  that  if  the  initia¬ 
tive  is  taken  by  this  Grand  Chapter,  the  Grand  Council  will  gladly  unite  with 
us  and  pay  a  proportionate  share  of  the  cost,  as  one  good  worker  can  readily 
do  the  work  for  both  branches. 

“Other  Grand  Jurisdictions  are  adopting  this  system.  Whynot  Tennessee? 
We  should  build  for  the  future  and  not  be  content  to  drift  along  with  the 
current,  which  is  invariably  down  stream. 

“I,  therefore,  recommend  that  this  matter  be  seriously  and  favorably  con¬ 
sidered,  and  that  steps  be  taken  to  put  a  competent  worker  in  the  field  who 
can  devote  his  time  to  this  much-needed  labor.” 
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“The  Inspectors  during  the  past  year  haved  one  the  best  they  could  for  the 
interests  of  Capitular  Masonry,  doing  it  gladly  for  pure  love  of  the  Order 
In  most  instances  the  Chapters  visited  have  paid  their  expenses.  Some, 
however,  failed  to  do  so,  and  I  earnestly  recommend  and  urge  you  to  pay  the 
small  amount  that  some  of  them  may  be  short  because  of  the  work  they  have 
faithfully  tried  to  do  in  our  interests.’’ 

From  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Jurisprudence. 

“It  is  with  sincere  regret  that  we  find  the  condition  of  the  Order  to  be  such 
as  he  indicates,  yet  we  realize  that  it  is  true.  Under  our  present  system  of 
instruction,  while  some  good  has  been  accomplished,  we  realize  that  the 
desired  end  has  not  been  reached,  neither  do  we  believe  it  can  be  accomplished 
under  the  present  system. 

“The  Chapters  most  needing  instruction,  and  dying  for  want  of  it,  will  not 
for  various  reasons  invite  the  Inspectors.  If  we  are  going  to  build  up  Capitu¬ 
lar  Masonry,  and  make  it  prosper  as  it  should,  the  Subordinate  Chapters 
must  have  instruction.  We  therefore  approve  his  recommendations  that  a 
Lecturer  be  put  into  the  field,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  visit  the  Chapters  and 
instruct  them  in  the  work,  the  expense  to  be  borne  by  the  Grand  Chapter  and 
the  Grand  Council,  if  the  Grand  Council  so  agrees,  in  a  ratio  to  be  determined 
by  the  two  Bodies,  or  a  Committee  from  each  appointed  for  that  purpose. 

“We  approve  his  recommendation  in  reference  to  the  Widows’  and  Orphans’ 
Home;  also  his  action  in  reference  to  the  exemplification  of  the  work.” 

The  following  resolution  by  Companion  J.  H.  Mc- 
Clister  was  adopted  and  is  as  follows: 

Resolved,  That  this  Grand  Chapter  deems  it  of  great  importance  that  there 
be  provided  a  permanent  meeting  place  for  this  Grand  Body,  and,  therefore, 
hereby  continue  the  present  committee,  consisting  of  A.  N.  Sloan,  C.  H.  Byrn, 
and  N.  F.  Raines,  and  hereby  empower  them  in  connection  with  the  incoming 
Grand  High  Priest  and  Grand  Treasurer  to  represent  this  Grand  Chapter 
with  full  right  and  authority  to  act  in  connection  with  the  Grand  Lodge,  or  its 
appropriate  committee,  and  to  consummate  the  purchase  of  appropriate 
quarters  on  such  terms  and  conditions  as  they  may  deem  best. 
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The  following  action  speaks  for  itself. 

The  following  resolutions  by  Companion  J.  H.  Mc- 
Clister  recommending  the  recognition  of  the  Grand 
Chapter  of  Idaho  and  West  Australia,  were  submitted 
and  adopted: 

Whereas,  Up  to  the  year  1904  Western  Australia  had  nine  Royal  Arch 
Chapters,  eight  of  which  were  chartered  by  the  Supreme  Grand  Chapter  of 
Scotland  and  one  by  the  Grand  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  England. 

In  August  of  said  year,  1894,  six  of  the  Scottish  Chapters  and  the  English 
Chapter  proceeded  to  organize  the  Supreme  Grand  Royal  Arch  Chapter 
of  Western  Australia,  and  asked  for  fraternal  recognition  of  the  Grand  Chap¬ 
ters  of  the  world,  but  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Scotland  protested.  In  deference 
to  their  feeling,  and  believing  that  they  would  soon  relent  and  do  the  right 
thing,  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Tennessee  deferred  recognition.  They  are  still 
persistent,  but  claim  no  irregularity  or  informality  in  the  organization,  but 
simply  claim  that  the  subordinate  Chapters  had  no  right  to  withdraw  their 
allegiance  from  the  parent  Chapter.  Believing  it  just  and  right  that  the 
Grand  Chapter  of  Western  Australia  should  be  recognized  and  encouraged; 
therefore, 

Resolved,  That  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Tennessee  extend  fraternal  recogni¬ 
tion  to  the  Supreme  Grand  Chapter  of  Western  Australia  and  bid  them  God¬ 
speed. 

Resolved,  That  the  Grand  High  Priest  take  the  necessary  steps  for  an 
exchange  of  Representatives. 

J.  H.  McClister. 

Whereas,  On  the  16th  day  of  June,  1908,  the  Representative  members  of 
eleven  Royal  Arch  Chapters  in  the  State  of  Idaho  met  in  convention  at 
Pocatello,  Idaho,  and  under  the  sanction  of  Companion  Joseph  E.  Dyas, 
General  Grand  High  Priest  of  the  General  Grand  Chapter  of  the  United  States, 
adopted  a  Constitution  and  Laws  for  the  government  of  a  Grand  Chapter, 
and  elected  Officers  in  accordance  therewith,  and  all  being  approved  by 
General  Grand  High  Priest;  therefore, 

Resolved,  That  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Tennessee  extend  fraternal  recognition 
to  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Idaho,  and  that  the  Grand  High  Priest  take  the 
necessary  steps  for  the  exchange  of  Representatives. 

A  balance  of  $6868.47  is  in  the  Treasury. 

178  Chapters  with  a  membership  of  4526. 
Companion  Andrew  P.  Trogden,  Grand  High  Priest. 
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Companion  William  A.  Clendening,  Grand  Sec¬ 
retary. 

The  Committee  on  Correspondence  reviews  kindly 
the  proceedings  of  Pennsylvania.  His  report  is  able 
and  readable. 

G.  H. 


TEXAS. 

Proceedings  of  the  Most  Excellent  Grand  Royal 
Arch  Chapter  of  Texas  in  its  Fifty-Ninth  Annual  Con¬ 
vocation. 

The  Most  Excellent  Grand  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of 
Texas  convened,  in  the  Fifty-ninth  Grand  Annual 
Convocation,  in  the  Masonic  Temple  at  Waco,  Texas, 
on  Monday,  November  30th,  A.  D.  1908,  A.  I.  2438, 
at  9  o’clock  a.  m. 

Comp.  Chas.  F.  Smith,  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest. 

I  quote  as  follows,  from  the  address  of  the  M.  E. 
Grand  High  Priest,  which  is  an  ample,  able  report  of 
his  administration. 


“Companions:  I  wish  it  were  possible  for  me  to  grasp  each  one  of  you  by  the 
hand  this  morning,  to  hail  and  greet  you,  even  as  King  Solomon  is  said  to 
have  done  those  skillful  workmen  at  the  completion  of  the  Temple,  and  to 
extend  to  you  my  heartiest  congratulations  upon  the  completion  of  the 
unusual  good  work  of  the  Chapters  during  the  past  year — with  that  mystic 
hand-clasp  endeavor  to  cover  up  our  mutual  faults  and  errors,  to  forgive  and 
be  forgiven,  if  aught  there  be  amiss  between  us,  and  to  wipe  the  slate. clean 
for  the  record  of  another  year. 

“Through  the  mercy  of  the  Supreme  Grand  High  Priest  above,  we  are  again 


The  Grand  Council. 
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In  assuming  the  duties  of  this  office,  my  first  official  act  was  to  issue  the 
following  proclamation  concerning  the  severance  of  the  Councils  from  the 
Chapters,  the  release  of  jurisdiction  of  the  Grand  Chapter  over  the  Cryptic 
Degrees,  and  the  assumption  of  control  over  same  by  the  re-established 
Grand  Council  of  Texas:” 

11  To  All  Subordinate  Royal  Arch  Chapters  in  Texas — Greeting: 

“In  accordance  with  instructions  given  by  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Texas, 
contained  in  the  hereinafter  mentioned  resolutions,  adopted  at  the  Annual 
Convocation  of  that  Grand  Body  on  December  3,  1907,  the  terms  of  same 
having  been  accepted  and  ratified  on  the  same  date  by  the  Grand  Council  of 
Texas,  which  Grand  Body  being  lawfully  re-established,  and  having  again 
assumed  jurisdiction  over  the  Cryptic  Degrees  in  this  jurisdiction,  and  by 
virtue  of  the  authority  so  vested  in  me,  I  do  hereby 

‘  ‘ Proclaim 

“That  all  oversight,  control  and  jurisdiction  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Texas 
that  has  heretofore  existed  over  the  degrees  of  Royal  and  Select  Master  has 
terminated,  ceased  and  is  wholly  at  an  end.  All  Councils  of  Royal  and  Select 
Masters  by  this  act  become  exclusively  subordinates  of  the  said  Grand 
Council  of  Texas.” 

He  reports  the  Grand  Chapter  having  granted 
charters  to  19  Chapters,  and  eleven  Chapters  under 
dispensation,  a  truly  wonderful  increase. 

I  give  some  of  his  decisions  as  interesting: 

No.  5.  The  degree  of  Past  Master  cannot  be  conferred  by  a  Chapter 
upon  anyone  but  a  Mark  Master  Mason.  The  Grand  Chapter  has  never 
attempted  to  exercise  authority  over  that  part  of  the  installation  ceremony 
of  the  Master-elect  of  a  lodge,  the  so-called  “Past  Master’s  Degree.”  Royal 
Arch  Chapters  cannot  recognize  such  a  ceremony,  and  R.  A.  Masons,  as  such, 
cannot  participate  in  it. 

No.  6.  A  Chapter  in  this  Jurisdiction  conferred  the  M.  E.  M.  and  R.  A. 
Degrees  upon  a  brother,  by  request  of  a  Chapter  in  a  foreign  Jurisdiction. 
While  this  was  a  violation  of  our  law,  the  Companion  is  a  lawful  R.  A.  Mason 
(and  a  member  of  the  Chapter  making  the  request). 

No..  7.  A  Chapter  in  Texas  may  confer  degrees,  as  an  act  of  courtesy,  by 
request  of  a  Chapter  in  Mexfco,  both  being  under  the  jurisdiction  of  this 
Grand  Chapter. 

No.  8.  A  Companion  who  was  High  Priest  of  his  Chapter,  under  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  General  Grand  Chapter,  was  expelled  by  that  Grand  Body, 
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for  refusing  to  obey  its  order  to  return  to  proper  custody  the  charter  and 

» 

property  of  the  Chapter,  which  was  dissolved  by  that  Grand  Body.  The 
General  Grand  High  Priest  states,  in  writing,  that  the  Companion  having 
afterwards  complied  with  the  order,  and  expressed  contrition,  was,  by  reso¬ 
lution,  at  the  last  convocation  of  the  General  Grand  Chapter,  restored  to  all 
his  rights  and  privileges  as  a  Royal  Arch  Mason.  The  Companion  had  asked 
the  General  Grand  Secretary  for  the  same  information,  but  was  unable  to 
obtain  a  reply. 

Mexico  City  Chapter,  No.  225,  asked:  “Can  we  receive  and  act  on  the 
petition  of  the  Companion  for  affiliation?” 

I  replied:  When  documents,  the  original  of  copies  enclosed  (one  of  which  is 
the  letter  of  the  General  Grand  High  Priest),  are  attached  to  the  Companion’s 
petition,  your  Chapter  can  safely  act  in  accordance  with  Article  No.  107  of 
R.  and  E. 

No.  9.  Columbus  Chapter  U.  D.  made  the  following  statement  and  in¬ 
quiry:  “In  our  meeting,  on  29th,  a  brother  was  elected  to  receive  the  Royal 
Arch  Degrees.  The  same  night,  in  the  Council,  the  same  Companion  (?) 
received  one  black  ball.  The  High  Priest  wishes  to  know  if  the  Chapter 
Degrees  can  be  conferred  on  the  brother.” 

I  replied:  The  Chapter  and  Council  are  now  entirely  separate  and  distinct 
bodies,  and  in  the  Council  you  must  be  governed  by  the  laws  of  the  Grand 
Council.  Your  Council  cannot  act  on  the  petition  of  a  brother,  but  only  on 
the  petition  of  a  Royal  Arch  Mason.  Your  ballot  in  the  Council  was  there¬ 
fore  illegal,  and  must  be  void.  It  does  not  affect  your  previous  ballot  in  the 
Chapter,  and  you  can  confer  the  degrees,  unless  an  objection  is  raised  by 
some  Companion.  In  taking  petitions  for  Chapter  Degrees  you  must  also 
take  a  separate  petition  for  the  Council  Degrees  in  the  form  prescribed  by  the 
Grand  Council.  The  Council  petition  and  fee  for  degrees  you  must  hold,  and 
present  to  the  Council  when  the  candidate  has  taken  the  R.  A.  Degree,  and 
not  before. 

His  recommendation  is  admirable. 

Qualifications  of  Candidates. 

A  candidate  should  be  required  to  become  familiar  with  at  least  a  part  of 
the  work  of  a  degre’e  before  being  advanced  to  another  degree  in  the  Chapter. 
The  tendency  now  is,  to  “railroad”  a  candidate  through  as  fast  as  possible. 
Perhaps  he  is  on  his  way  to  the  Commandery,  or  the  presiding  officer  wants 
to  make  a  record,  and  so,  all  four  degrees  are  frequently  conferred  in  one  night. 
In  any  event,  this  is  bad  practice,  for  the  Companion  can  have  only  a  confused 
idea  of  what  he  has  received,  has  learned  nothing  and  is  not  likely  to  if  the 
Commandery  is  his  objective  point.  The  beautiful  work  of  our  degrees 
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should  not  be  so  slighted,  and  the  important  lessons  we  inculcate  should  be 
taught  in  a  way  to  make  greater  and  more  lasting  impressions.  A  candidate 
should  not  be  permitted  to  take  the  Royal  Arch  Degree  until  he  can  pass  a 
suitable  examination  in  the  preceding  degrees  of  the  Chapter.  He  would 
then  be  interested  enough  to  complete  his  knowledge  of  the  degrees,  and  so 
become  a  much  more  useful  member  of  the  Royal  Craft. 

A  candidate  should  not  be  permitted  to  take  the  R.  A.  Degree  until  he  has 
selected  his  Mark  and  had  it  recorded  in  the  Book  of  Marks.  This  is  the 
only  true  solution  of  the  problem — How  to  make  a  candidate  select  and 
record  his  mark. 


The  Grand  High  Priest’s  closing  words  ought  to 
appeal  to  every  Comp.  R.  A.  M. 

How  full  of  meaning  is  this  title  ’‘Companion,”  with  which  we  address  each 
other.  A  friend  may  be  very  dear  to  us,  a  brother  more  so,  but  a  Companion 
should  be  a  good  comrade,  one  by  whose  side  we  may  journey  through  life, 
feeling  always  the  cheer  of  his  presence  and  the  help  of  his  hand — giving  as 
well  as  receiving  that  confidence  which  makes  us  rejoice  in  each  other’s 
prosperity,  and  sympathize  with  each  other’s  troubles.  Let  us  endeavor  so 
to  live  that  we  may  be  to  each  other  all  that  a  good  Companion  should  be. 


The  following  is  a  list  of  the  assets  of  the  Grand 
Chapter: 


661  Monitors,  cloth  bound . $330.50 

176  Monitors,  leather  bound .  176.00 

195  Digests .  97.50 

Office  fixtures  and  furniture . 2,450.00 

Cash  on  hand .  11,069.66 


Total  .  $14,123.66 


Statistics  as  Shown  from  Returns  of  1907. 


Markings .  1,360 

Passings .  1,344 

Receivings .  1,257 

Exaltings .  1,255 

Affiliations . 253 

Council  Degrees  conf’d  prior  to 

December  3 .  376 

Net  gain . 


Reinstatements.  .  .  .  . .  55 

Dimissions .  482 

Suspensions .  193 

Expulsions . c  .  .  .  3 

Deaths . .  164 

Past  High  Priests .  852 

Present  membership . 13,916 


732 
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The  following  from  the  Grand  Orator’s  address  is 

•  • 

interesting  not  only  from  an  historical  standpoint, 
'but  because  it  is  a  fine  summary  of  facts. 

“About  1390  we  find  an  authentic  poem  or  history  of  Masons  which  has 
been  called  the  ‘Halliwell  Poem.’  In  this  early  record  Masonry  is  referred  to 
as  clearly  operative,  mention  being  made  of  the  stone  masons  of  Germany 
and  France,  and  no  claim  entered  for  the  Jewish  Temple  origin  of  Masonry. 
About  1490  a  history  of  Masons  called  ‘The  Legend  of  the  Craft’  was  written. 
Here  we  find  the  first  claim  to  the  speculative  origin  of  Masonry,  as  placed  in 
the  Jewish  Temple,  while  this  legend  of  the  craft  is  largely  fiction,  strange  to 
say,  it  became  the  basis  of  most  of  our  Masonic  history.” 

Much  as  we  should  like  to  trace  Masonry  back  to  King  Solomon’s  Temple, 
we  are  bound,  in  this  century  of  cold  fact  and  reason,  to  lay  aside  all  hearsay 
evidence,  and  abide  by  authentic  record  only. 

We  know,  historically,  that,  throughout  the  century  of  1600,  Operative 
Masonry  continued,  growing  feebler  and  feebler,  the  trend  being  more  and 
more  to  a  speculative  basis.  Many  honorary  members,  representing  every 
walk  in  life,  and  men  of  fame,  were  added  to  the  Order. 

Operative  Masonry  gradually  declined,  also  due,  no  doubt,  largely  to  the 
decline  of  Gothic  architecture.  The  class  of  work  on  which  the  Mason  was 
employed  was  changing,  the  solid  and  substantial  taking  the  place  of  the 
ornamental.  The  Mason  became  more  and  more  a  laborer  in  the  rough,  the 
builder’s  science  being  taken  up  by  specialists. 

Had  the  speculative  branch  not  at  this  time  been  grafted  onto  the  oper¬ 
ative  stock  we  believe  that  this  guild  of  Operative  Masons  would  have  died  and 
passed  away,  and  its  records  and  ceremonies  been  forever  lost. 

The  early  Masons  of  England  and  America  always  met  on  the  upper  floors 
of  taverns,  and  took  their  lodge  names,  often,  from  said  taverns. 

In  the  year  1717,  there  existed  in  London,  four  operative  lodges.  These 
lodges  came  together  in  said  year,  and  organized  the  Grand  Lodge  of  England, 
with  power  to  appoint  subordinate  lodges.  This  Grand  Lodge  became  the 
mother  of  all  continental  Masonry.  About  ten  years  later,  a  dispensation 
was  sent  to  the  French  brethren  for  their  organization.  These  new  specu¬ 
lative  lodges,  now  began  to  invent  new  degrees,  and  to  broaden  out  the 
sphere,  scope  and  influence  of  the  Masonic  Order.  The  highest  men  in  the 
nation  were  invited  into  membership. 

Operative  Masonry  originally  had  but  one  degree.  About  1719  the  revived 
Order  adopted  a  new  degree  entitled  “Fellow  Craft.”  A  few  years  after  this, 
about  1725,  still  another  degree  was  added,  namely  the  Masters.  About 
1739,  there  came  a  division  in  the  ranks  of  the  Masons,  due  to  some  of  the 
lodges  inventing  a  fourth  degree,  and  which  they  did  by  dividing  the  third. 
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The  Grand  Lodge  threw  out  the  innovators,  who  immediately  organized  new 
lodges. 

These  clandestine  lodges,  about  1753,  organized  a  new  Grand  Lodge,  and 
called  themselves  “Ancient  Masons,”  dubbing  the  mother  lodge  of  1717,  the 
“Moderns.” 

This  fourth  degree,  the  ancients  called  the  “Royal  Arch.”  The  idea  that 
originated  this  “Royal  Arch,”  as  also  other  high  degrees  in  Masonry,  came 
from  one  French  Scotch  Mason,  who  was  a  tutor  in  France  to  the  exiled 
Stewarts.  He  was  named  the  Chevalier  Ramsey.  He  visited  England  and 
imbued  the  Craft  with  the  fact  that  the  loss  and  recovery  of  the  word  should 
alone  constitute  the  foundation  for  the  entire  system  of  Masonic  symbolism. 
He  invented  many  degrees,  some  of  which  had  a  political  significance,  being 
in  the  interests  of  the  exiled  Catholic  Stewarts.  None  of  these  degrees  have 
been  perpetuated  in  our  Order,  except,  possibly,  some  that  may  be  retained 
by  the  Scottish  Rite. 

This  fourth  degree  was  originally  called  the  “Holy  Royal  Arch.”  The 
Order  of  Ancients,  or  the  clandestine  body,  conferred  it  on  Masters  of  Lodges 
only,  but  finding  this  inconvenient,  later  invented  a  Past  Master’s  degree. 
In  1791  the  Ancients  organized  a  Grand  Chapter,  this,  however,  being  under 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  Grand  Lodge.  This  Royal  Arch  degree  proved  very 
popular,  and  caused  the  new  order  of  “Ancients”  to  outrun  the  Moderns  in 
membership. 

The  Moderns  were  finally  compelled  to  follow  in  the  footsteps  of  the 
Ancients,  and  they,  too,  took  up  this  Royal  Arch  degree. 

After  many  years  of  contention  and  jealousies,  the  two  Grand  Bodies  of 
Ancients  and  Moderns  united,  in  1813,  forming  the  “United  Grand  Lodge  of 
England.”  About  1730,  we  hear  of  the  first  chartered  lodge  in  America. 

About  1758,  the  Royal  Arch  degree  was  introduced  into  Philadelphia,  the 
warrant  coming  from  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Ancients. 

In  1798  the  first  Grand  Chapter  was  established  at  Hartford,  Connecticut; 
this,  being  independent  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  was  really  the  first  Grand 
Chapter  in  the  world.  These  few  dates  and  facts  hereby  given  and  gathered 
from  high  authorities,  have  been  introduced  to  clear  from  the  minds  of  the 
Masonic  students  any  webs  of  legend  and  superstition  which  may  have  gath¬ 
ered  there. 

There  is  No  Caste  in  Masonry. 

Some  poet  has  spoken  of  the  “Nobility  of  labor,  the  high  pedigree  of  toil.” 
We  can  be  proud  of  our  ancestry  of  laborers,  the  Free  Masons.  No  one 
should  covet  to  be  descended  from  an  ancestry  of  idlers,  but  of  workers.  No 
doubt,  much  of  the  antagonism  to  Masonry  by  the  churches  arose  from  too 
many  claims,  as  set  forth  by  our  early  and  too  zealous  brethren.  Up  to 
within  a  few  years  ago,  all  religious  sects,  Roman  Catholic  and  Protestant 
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had  issued  their  anathemas  against  the  Masons.  The  Y.  M.  C.  A.  has  had 
much  the  same  experience,  it  even  having  been  opposed,  at  first,  by  the 
churches. 

Masonry  has  been  in  the  battle  field  a  good  many  years,  and  it  in  no  wise 
detracts  from  the  beauty  of  our  work,  and  the  lessons  of  truth  and  morality 
which  we  seek  to  teach,  to  record  the  true  history  of  our  Order. 

Many  books  have  been  written,  attempting  to  expose  Masonry,  and  to 
reveal  its  secrets  to  the  world.  Masonry  cannot  be  exposed,  and  of  secrets 
we  have  none,  unless  truth,  liberty  and  morality  are  secrets. 

Our  Masonic  creed  is  short,  and  may  well  be  summed  up  in  this  little  poem, 
by  some  unknown  author: 

“I  would  be  true,  for  there  are  those  who  trust  me; 

I  would  be  pure,  for  there  are  those  who  care; 

I  would  be  strong,  for  there  is  much  to  suffer; 

I  would  be  brave,  for  there  is  much  to  dare. 

“I  would  be  friend  of  all — the  foe,  the  friendless, 

I  would  be  giving,  and  forget  the  gift; 

I  would  be  humble,  for  I  know  my  weakness; 

I  would  look  up,  and  laugh,  and  love,  and  lift.” 

I  am  impressed  as  I  read  the  proceedings  of  this 
truly  great  jurisdiction,  with  the  sterling  worth  of 
the  R.  A.  Masonry  of  Texas.  The  Proceedings  show 
forth  mental  vigor,  moral  worth,  intense  activity  and 
a  clear  view  of  Royal  Arch  Masonry. 

The  Committee  on  Correspondence  (John  A.  Terril) 
affords  good  reading.  Grand  Chapter  is  to  be  congrat¬ 
ulated  that  thev  have  so  able  a  reviewer.  Penn- 

•f 

sylvania  is  kindly  noted. 

Ed.  R.  Bryan,  Grand  High  Priest. 

Jno.  A.  Bryan,  Grand  Secretary. 

G.  H. 

VERMONT. 

Proceedings  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch 
Masons  of  the  State  of  Vermont  1909. 
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The  Ninety-Second  Annual  Convocation  of  the  M. 
E.  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  Vermont 
convened  in  Masonic  Temple  in  the  city  of  Burling¬ 
ton,  at  10  o’clock  A.  M.  on  Friday,  the  11th  day  of 
June,  A.  D.  1909,  A.  I.  2439. 

The  Grand  Chapter  was  opened  by  M.  E.  Olin  W- 
Daley,  Grand  High  Priest,  in  ample  form,  with  the 
assistance  of  the  Grand  Officers  present:  M.  E.  Olin 
W.  Daley,  White  River  Junction,  Grand  High  Priest. 

The  address  of  the  Grand  High  Priest  M.  E.  Olin  W. 
Daley  shows  forth  a  year  of  industry  on  his  part 
and  expresses  the  harmony  prevailing  throughout  the 
Jurisdiction  of  Vermont. 

Companions  of  the  Grand  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  Vermont: 

Nearly  one  hundred  and  five  years  ago,  on  December  24,  1804,  the  officers 
of  Green  Mountain  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  Rutland,  agreeably  to  the  consti¬ 
tution  of  the  General  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  the  six  northern  states  of  America^ 
assembled  at  Rutland  and  organized  the  Grand  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of 
Vermont.  Besides  the  chapter  at  Rutland  there  were  three  regular  lodges  of 
Mark  Master  Masons  within  the  state:  at  Bennington,  at  Poultney,  and  at 
*Middlebury.  A  lodge  has  been  formed,  without  charter  or  dispensation 
at  Pawlet  in  1797,  but  after  existing  two  years,  having  doubts  about  their 
legality,  they  abandoned  the  work  in  1799  until  regularly  organized  by  the 
Grand  Chapter  of  Vermont,  June  12,  1805. 

From  the  very  small  beginning  at  Rutland  has  grown  our  present  strong 
Grand  Chapter  with  its  thirty  constituent  chapters  comprising  four  thou¬ 
sand  members  selected  from  the  twelve  thousand  master  masons  of  Vermont. 
Its  history  during  the  six  years  following  the  Morgan  episode  and  during  the 
anti-Masonic  craze  is  heroic  and  thrilling.  It  is  a  story  of  well-meaning 
but  weak-spirited  men  who  would  yield  to  the  unreasonable  importunities 
of  fanatics  and  demagogues,  and  men  of  strong  character  who  were  ever  ready 
to  sacrifice  comfort,  position,  and  profit,  if  only  honor  and  principle  were 
saved.  The  Mason  who  has  not  read  of  the  Masonic  struggles  of  1828  to 
1834  knows  little  of  what  this  noble  institution  cost  our  elder  companions 
and  brethren.  Though  forced  to  suspend  public  meetings  from  1835  to  1849, 
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yet  out  of  the  contest  right  and  justice  came  triumphant  and  we  truly  have 
entered  into  the  fruit  of  their  labors.  And  so  it  is  with  feelings  of  gratitude 
that  I  welcome  you  to  the  ninety-second  annual  convocation  of  this  Grand 
Chapter.  As  we  assemble  in  this  beautiful  Masonic  home,  surrounded  by 
all  that  can  make  our  deliberations  comfortable  and  pleasant,  I  would  bid 
you  not  forget  the  brave  men  and  Masons,  who,  under  the  leadership  of  Tucker 
and  Haswell,  fought  the  fight  and  won  the  victory  that  we  might  live  in  peace 
and  honor  as  we  do  this  day. 

The  past  year  has  been  an  uneventful  one.  In  nearly  every  quarry,  vault, 
and  arch  Masonic  work  has  gone  on  quietly  without  dispute  or  discord. 
Could  I  bring  you  a  happier  report? 

How  beautiful  is  this  greeting  and  how  admirable 
the  good  feeling  shown. 

•v 

On  Christmas  morning,  I  received  the  following  letter  which  I  regard  as 
highly  courteous  to  me  as  your  grand  high  priest. 

Windsor,  Vt.,  Christmas,  1908. 

O.  W.  Daley,  White  River  Jet.,  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest: 

Mindful  that  Capitular  Masonry  is  the  keystone  of  American  Freemasonry, 
the  members  of  Vermont  Commandery,  No.  4,  K.  T.,  assembled  in  observ¬ 
ance  of  the  day,  greet  heartily  the  acknowledged  head  of  the  Arch  in  our 
beloved  State,  and  extend  knightly  salutations  of  Christmas  cheer  and  good 
wishes. 

By  order  of  the  Commandery, 

Marsh  0.  Perkins,  Recorder. 

His  conclusion  voices  my  former  statement: 

Conclusion. 

Companions,  it  has  been  said  “Happy  the  land  that  has  no  history.”  If 
by  history  is  meant  an  account  of  quarrels,  disputes,  and  wars,  then  happy  is 
the  land  that  has  none.  This  lack  of  history  may  be  said  to  have  marked 
the  course  of  capitular  masonry  in  Vermont  during  the  year  just  past.  That 
your  Grand  High  Priest  cannot  interest  you  with  an  animated  account  of 
troubles  with  our  neighbors  and  quarrels  among  ourselves  should  not  be 
charged  against  him.  He  could  not  create  such  a  condition  and  the  craft 
throughout  the  State  would  not.  My  report  is  devoid  of  matters  of  exciting 
interest.  I  cannot  say  that  I  regret  it.  But  if  by  history  is  meant  a  rational 
development  of  a  people  along  those  lines  that  lead  to  the  highest  and  best 
mental  and  moral  condition,  then  I  may  say  to  you  that  we  <*s  capitular 
Masons  have  been  making,  during  the  past  year,  a  pleasing  chapter  in  our 
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history.  Most  of  the  bodies  have  been  busy,  so  that  the  lack  of  excitement 
is  not  the  quiet  of  somnolence  or  death,  but  that  that  comes  from  each  one 
attending  to  his  own  affairs  without  infringing  on  the  rights  of  any  other. 

Chapter  Statistics. 


Numbered  chartered  chapters .  2  9 

Number,  U.  D .  1 

Number  making  returns .  30 

Number  Royal  Arch  Masons,  June,  1908  .  3,922 

Number  exalted . 198 

Number  admitted .  13 

Number  restored .  2 

Number  dimitted .  26 

Number  died .  81 

Number  suspended  .  . .  6 

Number  expelled .  2 

Number  omitted,  1908  .  1 

Number  Royal  Arch  Masons,  June,  1909 .  4,065 

Net  gain .  143 


The  Committee  on  Jurispurdence  speak  highly  of 
the  Grand  High  Priest. 

In  conclusion, we  can  but  express  our  high  appreciation  of  the  dignified  and 
able  manner  in  which  our  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest  has  discharged  the  duties 
of  his  office,  and  maintained  the  reputation  of  the  “Oriental  Chair,”  and  as 
long  as  our  motto  continues  to  be  “Upward  and  onward,”  and  companions 
of  ability,  who  like  our  Grand  High  Priest,  will  give  the  best  they  have  to 
the  interests  of  the  Order,  elected  to  our  highest  official  place,  the  cause  of 
Capitular  Masonry  will  be  safe,  and  its  prosperity  assured. 

Election  of  Officers. 

The  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest  then  called  the  at¬ 
tention  of  the  Grand  Chapter  to  the  election  of  officers 
for  the  year  ensuing,  and  called  upon  Past  Grand  High 
Priest  David  A.  Elliott  to  preside,  who  appointed  as 
tellers  Companions  George  F.  Root,  W.  H.  Heywood, 
G.  I.  Whitney  and  F.  L.  Small.  The  ballot  resulted 
as  follows: 
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M.  E.  Edward  H.  Martin,  Grand  High  Priest;  R. 
E.  Carroll  W.  Black,  Deputy  Grand  High  Priest;  R. 
E.  Henry  S.  Root,  Grand  King;  R.  E.  Samuel  T. 
Braley,  Grand  Scribe;  R.  E.  Charles  W.  Whitcomb, 
Grand  Treasurer;  R.  E.  Henry  H.  Ross,  Grand  Secre¬ 
tary;  E.  Henry  D.  Bryant,  Grand  Captain  of  the  Host. 
The  Grand  Lecturer  reports  in  part. 

A  successful  meeting  was  held  in  each  of  the  five  districts.  We  were 
honored  by  the  attendance  of  the  Grand  High  Priest  at  all  of  the  meetings. 
His  presence  and  that  of  the  Grand  Secretary,  and  Grand  Chaplain,  coupled 
with  their  words  of  advice  and  encouragement  were  enjoyed  by  all.  An 
increased  interest  was  noticed  on  the  part  of  the  officers  in  following  the  cor- 
rections  made.  An  important  factor  in  securing  a  uniformity  in  the  working 
of  the  degrees  was  found  in  the  revised  floor-work,  which  was  adopted  by  the 
Grand  Chapter  one  year  ago.  It  affords  a  comprehensive  and  reliable  source 
for  acquiring  a  knowledge  of  the  details  of  the  proper  movements.  The 
paraphernalia  adopted  by  the  Grand  Chapter  at  the  last  session,  and  fur¬ 
nished  to  the  Chapters,  was  eminently  successful  in  correcting  the  irregu¬ 
larities  complained  of,  and  without  exception  was  spoken  of  only  in  words 
of  praise. 

I  would  also  recommend  that  the  monitorial  part  of  the  R.  A.  degree  be 
revised.  It  can  properly  be  shortened  very  considerably,  without  in  any 
way  destroying  the  sense  of  the  ritualistic  part,  and  I  believe  it  will  add  to 
the  interest  to  cut  out  a  major  part  of  the  historical  passages,  retaining  only 
the  important  points.  As  it  is,  it  becomes  wearisome  to  listen  to  from  thirty 
to  forty  minutes  of  historical  references  after  the  working  of  the  degree, 
which  in  itself  is  sufficient  to  furnish  all  the  work  that  the  officers  care  to  do 
in  one  evening.  I  trust  that  the  Grand  Chapter  will  see  fit  to  adopt  the 
suggestion  offered  herewith. 

The  Committee  on  Necrology  feelingly  and  eloquent¬ 
ly  speak  of  the  dead. 

The  legend  runs:  “That  as  the  monks  of  old  met  and  passed  each  other  in 
the  several  avenues  of  the  cloister,  each  in  a  reverential  manner  gave  the 
salutation,  ‘ Memento  mori' — ‘Remember  death.’” 

So  as  we  meet  in  this  annual  convocation  we  are  bidden  to  remember, 
though  our  present  official  ranks  are  unbroken  and  but  one  Past  Grand 
Officer  has  in  the  twelve  months  since  last  we  met  been  summoned  within 
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the  veils,  yet  our  brethren  mourn  the  absence  of  many  familiar  faces  in  our 
own  subordinate  chapters,  while  many  columns  in  our  sister  Grand  Jurisdic¬ 
tions  have  been  broken. 

Pennsylvania  is  kindly  noted  by  Comp.  Marsh.  O. 
Perkins,  whose  remarks  are  always  edifying. 

G.  H. 


VIRGINIA. 

The  One  Hundred  and  First  Grand  Annual  Convo¬ 
cation  of  the  Grand  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  Masons 
of  Virginia  convened  in  Masonic  Temple,  in  the  City  of 
Richmond,  Va.,  this  Tuesday  evening,  October  27th, 
A.  L.  5908,  A.  D.  1908,  A.  I.  2438,  at  8  o’clock,  when 
after  prayer  by  acting  Grand  Chaplain,  H.  F.  W. 
Southern,  the  Grand  Royal  Arch  Chapter  was  opened 
in  Ample  Form  by  M.  Ex.  Grand  High  Priest,  John 
Henry  Fisher. 

M.  Ex.  John  Henry  Fisher,  Grand  High  Priest. 

R.  Ex.  James  Braxton  Blanks,  Grand  Secretary. 

The  address  of  the  M.  Ex.  Grand  High  Priest,  John 
Henry  Fisher  is  excellent,  full  of  interesting  details. 
I  quote  quite  fully  from  it. 

Never  in  the  history  of  this  Grand  Chapter  were  conditions  more  favorable 
than  they  have  been  for  the  past  year.  From  the  Grand  Secretary  I  learn 
that  it  will  probably  be  second  on  the  record  in  point  of  accessions.  Numbers, 
however,  do  not  constitute  success;  they  are  only  one  element.  To  have 
working,  earnest  Chapters  there  must  be  material,  but  the  best  material 
may  be  wasted  if  the  craftsmen  are  careless,  indifferent  and  unskillful.  It 
is  very  gratifyingtherefore,  to  know  that  there  is  not  a  Grand  Jurisdiction  in 
the  United  States  where  the  ritualistic  work  is  more  uniform  than  in  Virginia, 
and  I  say  this  notwithstanding  we  have  no  cipher.  The  schools  in  the  Valley 
and  in  the  Southwest,  together  with  the  constant  and  unceasing  attention  of 
the  Grand  Lecturer,  M.  Ex.  Companion  W.  J.  Hubard,  have  brought  the 
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constituent  Chapters  to  speak  one  language  and  observe  uniformity  in  the 
work.  At  times  it  has  been  said,  within  our  own  orders,  that  it  is  impossible 
for  one  man  to  retain  the  work  uncorrupted.  In  reply  to  such  a  statement 
attention  is  invited  to  the  fact  that  for  a  number  of  years  past,  the  work  and 
ritual  of  the  Grand  Chapter  have  been  intrusted  to  a  committee  of  six  of  your 
Companions  appointed  by  the  Grand  Chapter.  All  of  the  members  of  this 
committee  are  as  much  interested  in  maintaining  uniformity  in  verbiage  and 
practice  as  is  the  Grand  Lecturer.  We  are  most  fortunate  in  having  a  Com¬ 
panion  who  can  and  does  devote  his  entire  time  to  the  duties  of  the  office,  as 
will  be  seen  by  his  yearly  reports,  and  the  past  year  has  been  no  exception. 

Another  element  of  success  may  be  expressed  in  four  words—  *  No  Deci¬ 
sions ,”  “No  Grievances .”  They  evidence  not  only  familiarity  with  the  laws 
of  the  Grand  Chapter,  but  harmony  among  the  members  of  constituent 
Chapters  to  the  degree  which  demands  the  observance  of  forbearance  and 
consideration,  each  for  the  other. 

Amendment  to  the  Digest. 

In  connection  with  an  amendment  to  the  Digest,  which  I  desire  to  submit, 
I  mention  incidentally  the  presentation  of  an  hypothetical  question,  which 
was  not  officially  considered. 

The  question  to  be  considered  in  an  actual  case,  would  have  been  the 
determination  of  the  date  on  which  a  member  of  a  Chapter  shall  be  dropped 
from  the  rolls  when  he  dimits  from  the  Blue  Lodge. 

As  Section  186  now  reads,  the  moment  the  Companion  dimits  from  the 
Lodge  he  severs  his  membership  in  the  Chapter,  because  membership  in  the 
Lodge  is  a  necessity  to  membership  in  the  Chapter. 

I  do  not  believe  that  it  was  or  is  the  intention  of  this  Grand  Chapter  to 
deprive  a  Companion  of  his  membership  in  the  Chapter  the  moment  he  takes 
his  dimit  from  the  Lodge,  and  pending,  in  most  cases,  the  deposit  of  the 
dimit  in  another  Lodge. 

The  spirit  of  the  law  is  just  and  equitable,  but  the  letter  does  not  express 
the  spirit.  The  law  as  enacted  to  deprive  the  Companion  of  the  enjoyment  of 
rights  and  privileges  of  the  Chapter,  when  the  prior  claims  of  the  Blue  Lodge, 
from  which  the  Chapter  can  only  receive  its  applicants,  is  wilfully  disregarded 
in  the  particular  of  maintaining  membership  therein. 

I  recommend  the  following  amendment  to  Section  186  of  the  Digest,  and 
submit  the  same  in  the  manner  prescribed  by  Section  26: 

Section  186 ,  as  it  now  appears: 

No  petition  for  the  degrees  shall  be  entertained  from  any  person,  who  is 
not  a  member  in  good  standing  in  some  regular  Masonic  Lodge,  or  has  been 
excused  from  such  membership,  under  the  laws  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Vir¬ 
ginia;  and  membership  in  some  Blue  Lodge,  or  a  regular  excuse  under  the 
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laws  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Virginia  from  such  membership,  is  necessary  to 
retain  membership  in  any  Chapter  in  this  Grand  Jurisdiction;  nor  shall  any 
Royal  Arch  Chapter  in  this  jurisdiction  confer  the  Select  Master  and  Royal 
Master  Degrees  on  any  Royal  Arch  Mason  holding  membership  in  another 
Grand  Jurisdiction  where  these  degrees  are  not  conferred  in  Royal  Arch 
Chapters. 

The  Grand  Secretary  in  part  reports  as  follows: 


Statistical. 

Number  of  R.  A.  Masons  reported  for  the  year  1907  .  5,168 

Exalted  in  1908  .  582 

Affiliated  in  1908 .  80 

Reinstated  in  1908 .  11 

Total  gain .  673  673 

5  841 

Deaths  in  1908  .  77 

Withdrawals  in  1908  .  125 

Suspensions  for  N.  P.  D.  in  1908 .  71 

Expulsions  by  lodges  in  1908 .  4 


Total  loss .  277  277 


5,564 

Total  net  gain  for  1908  .  399 


Which  is  the  second  largest  net  gain  in  the  history  of  the  Grand  Chapter. 

The  Grand  Chapter  has  an  invested  fund  of  $600  and 
a  balance  in  Bank  of  $2,884. 

The  Grand  Lecturer  summarizes  his  report  showing 
a  great  amount  of  work  done  by  him. 

This  completes  my  work  for  the  year  which  has  been  a  very  busy  one 
during  the  latter  part,  as  this  report  shows.  I  have  exalted  during  the  year 
154  candidates,  and  conferred  the  subordinate  degrees  on  8  others,  making  a 
total  of  162  candidates,  which  exceeds  my  report  of  last  year  by  24  exaltations, 
and  makes  a  grand  total  of  twelve  hundred  and  sixty-two  exalted  during  the 
time  I  have  been  Grand  Lecturer. 

On  the  26th  of  October,  1908,  in  obedience  to  the  order  of  the  M.  Ex- 
Grand  Chapter  of  Virginia,  the  Committee  on  Work  assembled  at  the  Masonic 
Temple  and  proceeded  to  exemplify  the  standard  work  of  the  Grand  Chapter, 
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from  the  opening  of  the  R.  A.  Chapter  through  all  of  the  degrees;  exempli¬ 
fying  all  of  them  once,  some  of  them  twice  and  some  three  times,  the  members 
of  the  Committee  taking  turns  in  exemplifying  the  degrees. 

The  Grand  Chapter  is  to  be  congratulated  on  the  unanimity  of  the  Com¬ 
mittee  on  the  verbiage  and  ceremonies  of  the  degrees,  no  differences  appearing 
in  any  of  the  work  of  the  degrees  as  presented  by  the  several  members  of  the 
Committee.  As  this  is  the  first  time  in  the  history  of  the  Grand  Chapter 
since  the  adoption  of  the  present  work,  that  the  Committee  have  had  the 
opportunity  of  exemplifying  the  work  as  a  whole,  it  is  somewhat  remarkable 
that  five  persons  should  have  kept  it  so  exactly  alike. 

I  am  very  thankful  to  the  Companions  of  Virginia  for  their  many  kind¬ 
nesses  and  courtesies  extended  to  me  during  the  eleven  years  I  have  been 
Grand  Lecturer. 

I  give  the  following  in  order  that  the  Companions  of 
Pennsylvania  may  know  the  Virginia  law  on  such 
matters. 

Sec.  2.  Any  Chapter  in  an  adjoining  State,  working  under  a  charter  from 
a  Grand  Chapter  in  correspondence  with  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Virginia,  may 
entertain  the  application  of  citizens  of  this  State  residing  nearer  by  the  usual 
mode  of  traveling  to  such  Chapter  than  to  any  Chapter  in  this  State,  and  may 
confer  the  degrees  upon  such  applicants,  and  may  admit  them  to  membership, 
as  if  such  Chapter  was  duly  chartered  by  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Virginia; 
Provided,  that  its  own  Grand  Chapter  concedes  the  same  privilege  under  like 
circumstances  to  Chapters  in  Virginia. 

Degrees. 

Sec.  186.  No  petition  for  the  Degrees  shall  be  entertained  from  any  person 
who  is  not  a  Mason  in  good  standing  in  some  regular  Masonic  Lodge,  or  has 
laws  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Virginia,  from  such  membership,  is  necessary  to 
retain  membership  in  any  Chapter  in  this  Grand  Jurisdiction;  but  a  Compan¬ 
ion  who  has  dimitted  from  his  Blue  Lodge  shall  not  forfeit  his  membership 
until  he  has  become  subject  to  the  penalties  of  non-affiliation,  as  provided 
by  the  laws  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Virginia;  nor  shall  any  Royal  Arch  Chapter 
in  this  jurisdiction  confer  the  Select  Master  and  Royal  Master  Degrees  on 
any  Royal  Arch  Mason  holding  membership  in  another  Grand  Jurisdiction 
where  these  Degrees  are  not  conferred  in  Royal  Arch  Chapter. 

The  Committee  on  Correspondence,  Ex.  Comp. 
Charles  A.  Nesbitt,  chairman,  quotes  freely  from  P- 
H.  P.  Merideth’s  address.  I  notice  in  reading  his 
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report  that  it  is  not  required  in  Va.  that  the  possession 
of  the  order  of  High  Priesthood  is  a  prerequisite  to 
the  installation  of  a  High  Priest. 

Virginia  has  61  chapters. 

M.  Ex.  Wm.  Baylor  McChesney,  Grand  High 
Priest. 

G.  H. 


WASHINGTON. 

Proceedings  of  the  M.  E.  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal 
Arch  Masons  of  Washington. 

Twenty-fifth  Annual  Convocation,  held  at  Seattle 
June  21  and  22,  A.  D.  1909.  A.  I.  2439.  In  Grand 
Chapter. 

Morning  Session 

Monday,  June  21,  1908. 

The  M.  E.  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons 
of  Washington,  assembled  in  Twenty-fifth  Annual 
Convocation  in  the  Masonic  Temple,  Seattle,  and  was 
called  to  order  by  the  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest  at 
the  hour  of  10  o’clock  a.  m.,  who  appointed  Companion 
Rev.  J.  C.  Kirkman  as  Grand  Chaplain,  Companion  W. 
A.  Lothrop  as  Grand  Master  First  Vail  and  Companion 
J.  H.  Miller  as  Grand  Sentinel. 

The  following  from  the  address  of  the  Grand  High 
Priest  evidences  a  pleasant  state  of  affairs: 

It  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  be  able  to  say  to  you  that  Royal  Arch  Masonry 
has  made  rapid  forward  strides  during  the  past  year.  The  annual  returns 
show  a  membership  of  2915,  a  net  gain  for  the  year  of  262  members. 
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Four  new  Chapters  have  been  constituted  during  the  year,  our  roster  now 
comprising  30  subordinate  chapters. 

The  subordinate  chapters  visited  during  my  incumbency  have  exhibited 
work  above  the  average  and  show  great  zeal  and  enthusiasm.  I  am  indeed 
proud  of  the  distinguished  honor  of  having  for  the  last  year  been  the  head  of 
this  Grand  Jurisdiction;  proud  of  the  Royal  Arch  Masons  with  whom  I  have 
come  in  contact  and  proud  of  the  subordinate  chapters  which  have  so  valiantly 
maintained  and  promulgated  the  profound  philosophy  to  which  our  lives  are 
consecrated. 

Here  are  some  of  his  decisions. — 

On  August  12,  1908,  the  High  Priest  of  Oriental  Chapter  No.  19  wrote  me 
as  follows: 

“We  have  an  application  for  the  degrees  from  a  Brother  Mason  whose 
home  has  been  in  Alaska,  and  who  belongs  to  a  Lodge  there.  There  are  no 
Royal  Arch  Chapters  there.  Seattle  is  not  absolutely  the  nearest  point,  but 
he  and  all  of  them  have  to  come  to  Seattle  before  going  any  place  else  in  the 
State.  He  is  living  here  now  and  has  been  for  about  eight  months,  working 
here.  Can  we  receive  his  petition?  If  so,  under  what  conditions? 

To  this  inquiry  I  replied  as  follows: 

“The  Brother  having  changed  his  place  of  residence  from  Alaska  to  Seattle, 
and  having  resided  in  the  latter  city  eight  months,  has  lost  his  Alaska  resi¬ 
dence,  and  must  reside  within  the  jurisdiction  of  your  Chapter  the  remainder 
of  the  twelve  months  before  you  can  receive  his  petition. 

“Were  he  a  resident  of  Alaska  (and  resided  there  for  twelve  months  last 
past),  a  different  question  would  be  presented,  in  which  event  I  would  hold 
that  you  could  receive  his  petition  under  the  second  proviso  of  Sec.  15, 
By-Laws  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Washington,  coupled  with  subdivision  12, 
at  page  41,  Constitution,  etc.,  of  the  General  Grand  Chapter,  print  of  1904, 
whereby  jurisdiction  in  Alaska  is  waived  by  the  General  Grand  Chapter.” 

On  March  3,  1909,  I  received  a  communication  from  Pacific  Chapter  No. 
28,  asking  whether  a  Brother  Mason  residing  in  South  Bend,  Washington, 
belonging  to  a  Blue  Lodge  in  Texas,  who  had  petitioned  for  the  Chapter  degrees 
in  a  Chapter  in  Texas,  and  had  been  accepted,  could  have  the  Chapter  degrees 
conferred  upon  him  by  Pacific  Chapter. 

I  advised  Pacific  Chapter  that  it  could,  if  it  desired,  confer  the  Capitular 
Degrees  upon  the  Brother  by  courtesy,  upon  receipt  in  writing  of  a  request  so 
to  do  from  the  Chapter  receiving  his  petition,  signed  by  the  High  Priest  and 
attested  by  the  Secretary  under  the  seal  of  the  Chapter  making  the  request 
The  request  should  state  that  he  had  been  regularly  balloted  upon  and  elected 
to  membership  in  the  requesting  Chapter  and  had  paid  the  required  fees.  I 
advised  Pacific  Chapter  that  under  these  conditions  it  might  confer  the 
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degrees  without  charge,  whereupon  the  Brother  would  become  a  member  of 
the  requesting  Chapter. 

On  March  15,  1909,  I  received  a  communication  from  Companion  Ralph 
C.  MacAllaster,  of  Seattle,  to  the  effect  that  certain  Companions  in  Fairbanks, 
Alaska,  were  desirous  of  petitioning  for  the  erection  of  a  Chapter  at  that  point, 
and  requesting  the  assistance  of  this  Grand  Chapter,  or  myself  as  Grand 
High  Priest,  in  the  formation  of  a  Chapter  at  Fairbanks. 

I  advised  Companion  MacAllaster  that  it  would  be  necessary  for  the  Alaska 
Companions  to  apply  to  the  General  Grand  Chapter  for  a  dispensation  rather 
than  to  the  Grand  Chapter  of  the  State  of  Washington;  that  although  the 
General  Grand  Chapter  had  waived  jurisdiction  as  to  individual  Brothers 
and  Companions  residing  in  Alaska  and  desiring  to  join  or  affiliate  with  out¬ 
side  Chapters,  it  still  retains  jurisdiction  as  to  the  organization  of  Subordinate 
Chapters  in  that  Territory. 

Miscellaneous. 

On  February  10,  1909,  I  received  a  communication  from  the  “Director  of 
Special  Events”  of  the  Alaska-Yukon-Pacific  Exposition  to  the  effect  that 
June  23,  1909,  had  been  designated  by  the  Officials  of  the  Exposition  as 
“Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  Washington  Day,”  with  an  offer 
to  assist  us  in  the  celebration  of  that  day. 

After  conferring  with  other  members  of  the  Grand  Council  and  Officers  of 
the  Grand  Chapter,  I  wrote  the  official  named  that  we  had  decided  that  it 
was  not  permissible  under  the  tenets  of  our  Order  to  participate  publicly  in 
such  a  celebration,  and  requested  him  to  substitute  some  other  event  for  the 
day  mentioned. 

The  Grand  High  Priest  made  the  following  recommen¬ 
dations. 

I  believe  you  will  agree  with  me  that  the  Grand  High  Priest  of  this  Juris¬ 
diction,  advancing  each  year  to  that  exalted  station,  is  not  given  the  oppor¬ 
tunity  or  does  not  take  the  opportunity,  of  becoming  so  proficient  in  Capitular 
Masonry  as  to  be  able  to  guide  and  direct  the  destinies  of  Royal  Arch  Masonry 
in  this  State  as  his  high  office  should  warrant,  and  I  found  Subordinate  Chap¬ 
ters,  constituted  many  years  ago,  that  had  never  been  visited  by  a  Grand 
High  Priest.  Certainly  there  are  Chapters  which  the  present  incumbent  has 
not  visited;  and  I  believe  they  deserve  better  of  us  than  to  be  so  neglected 
that  their  work  may  become  warped  and  out  of  plumb,  and  possibly  lose 
interest  in  the  Order.  The  work  is  not  as  uniform  and  up  to  the  ritual  as 
could  be  desired. 

I  therefore  recommend  that  this  Grand  Chapter  create  the  office  of  Grand 
Lecturer,  and  elect  to  that  office  some  well  versed  Companion,  having  the 
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time  and  ability  to  perform  its  duties;  to  visit  all  the  Subordinate  Chapters 
in  the  State  at  least  once  during  the  year  and  direct  and  oversee  their  work. 

I  recommend  that  when  my  successor  shall  have  become  possessed  of  copies 
of  the  By-Laws  of  each  of  the  Subordinate  Chapters,  they  be  submitted  to 
the  Committee  on  Jurisprudence,  or  other  appropriate  committee,  for 
recommendations  as  to  changes  in  accordance  with  our  laws  and  decisions, 
and  also  to  the  end  that  they  may  be  unified  and  simplified. 

Visitations. 

Within  the  year  I  have  been  honored  with  invitations  from  practically  all 
of  the  Subordinate  Chapters  to  visit  them  officially,  and  have  made  a  sincere 
effort  to  do  so.  I  have  attempted  to  subordinate  all  interests  to  the  good 
of  the  Order,  excepting  alone  sickness  in  my  family.  The  diversity  in  loca¬ 
tion  over  the  State  of  the  Chapters  and  their  times  of  meeting  practically 
require  a  trip  for  each  visitation,  and  for  me  it  has  been  absolutley  impos¬ 
sible  to  visit  all  the  Chapters. 

Near  the  conclusion  of  his  able  address,  he  says: 

I  have  received  no  complaints  from  any  Subordinate  Chapter  or  from  any 
Royal  Arch  Mason.  This  is  grand  evidence  of  the  harmony  and  peace  that 
has  been  our  portion  during  the  past  year. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  Grand  Officers’ 
reports  is  as  follows: 

To  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  Washington: 

We,  your  Committee  on  Grand  Officers  Reports,  would  respectfully  advise 
that  we  have  had  under  consideration  the  report  of  the  M.  E.  Grand  High 
Priest,  and  would  recommend  as  follows: 

That  so  much  thereof  as  refers  to  our  fraternal  dead  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Obituaries. 

That  so  much  thereof  as  refers  to  dispensations  and  to  Constitution  of 
Prosser  Chapter  be  approved,  all  dispensations  being  apparently  within  the 
laws  and  being  matters  within  the  discretion  of  the  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest. 

That  so  much  thereof  as  refers  to  the  approval  of  By-Laws  be  approved. 

That  so  much  thereof  as  refers  to  decisions  be  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Jurisprudence. 

That  so  much  thereof  as  refers  to  the  observance  of  Royal  Arch  day  at 
the  A.-Y.-P.  Exposition  be  approved. 

That  so  much  thereof  as  refers  to  new  Chapters  constitued  be  approved. 

That  so  much  thereof  as  refers  to  filing  a  copy  of  By-Laws  with  the  Grand 
High  Priest  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Jurisprudence. 
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That  so  much  thereof  as  refers  to  receipts  for  rituals  be  approved,  and  that 
the  same  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Chartered  Chapters  for  investiga¬ 
tion  as  to  compliance  with  the  instructions  of  the  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest. 

That  so  much  thereof  as  refers  to  recommendations  be  referred  to  the  com¬ 
mittee  on  Jurisprudence. 

That  so  much  thereof  as  refers  to  visitations  of  Chapters  be  approved. 

Your  Committee  cordially  commend  the  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest  for 
the  evident  care  and  faithfulness  as  well  as  the  courtesy  and  good  judgment 
with  which  he  has  fulfilled  the  duties  of  his  office. 

On  motion  and  vote  the  following  was  adopted: 

To  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  Washington: 

Your  Committee  on  Jurisprudence  to  whom  was  referred  portions  of  the 
Grand  High  Priest’s  address,  beg  leave  to  report  as  follows:  We  recommend 
that  his  decisions  be  approved. 

We  fully  concur  in  his  recommendation  in  reference  to  the  appointment  of 
a  Grand  Lecturer,  believing  it  would  be  for  the  best  interests  of  the  Con¬ 
stituent  Chapters,  and  we  refer  the  matter  to  this  Grand  Body  for  final  action. 

Referring  to  a  copy  of  By-Laws  being  filed  with  the  Grand  High  Priest,  we 
would  state  that  the  Grand  Chapter  Laws  already  provide  for  each  Chapter 
filing  a  copy  of  its  By-Laws  with  the  Grand  High  Priest  and  we  would  recom¬ 
mend  that  the  incoming  Grand  High  Priest  demand  of  each  delinquent 
Chapter  a  compliance  with  this  law  and  in  case  of  their  failure  to  comply 
with  such  law,  that  he  arrest  their  charter. 

With  reference  to  the  resolution  offered  by  Companion  Blaloack  relating  to 
the  Representative  system,  would  recommend  its  adoption. 


The  finances  are  in  good  condition. 

Balance  in  General  Fund .  $2,463.32 

Balance  in  Home  Fund .  1,374.65 

Total  cash  on  hand .  3,837.97 

Home  Fund  investment .  1,000.00 

Total  cash  and  investment .  $4,837.97 

HOME  FUND. 

Received  previous  years . $1,445.90 

Received  this  year .  728.75 

2.174.65 

Interest  on  bonds .  200.00 

2.374.65 

Invested . 1,000.00 

Balance .  $1,374.65 
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Grand  Representatives 

The  R.  E.  Grand  Secretary,  Yancey  C.  Blalock, 
presented  the  following  resolution,  which,  on  motion 
and  vote,  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Juris¬ 
prudence: 

Resolved,  That  the  Grand  Chapter  hereby  resumes  the  Grand  Representa¬ 
tive  system  which  was  abolished  by  this  Grand  Chapter  in  1896. 

Election  of  Officers 

The  hour  for  the  election  of  Grand  Officers  having 
arrived,  the  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest  appointed 
Companions  C.  G.  Smyth,  J.  W.  Bowen  and  H.  W. 
Canfield  as  tellers.  The  ballots  being  counted,  the 
following  were  declared  elected  to  the  several  stations 
as  named,  viz.: 

Companion  Abraham  L.  Miller,  M.  E.  Grand  High 
Priest;  Companion  Fred  J.  Elsensohn,  R.  E.  Deputy 
Grand  High  Priest;  Companion  Wesley  C.  Stone,  R. 
E.  Grand  King;  Companion  William  G.  Rowland,  R. 
E.  Grand  Scribe;  Companion  Horace  W.  Tyler,  R.  E. 
Grand  Treasurer;  Companion  Yancey  C.  Blalock,  R. 
E.  Grand  Secretary. 

These  were  duly  installed. 

No.  of  Chapters  30.  Membership  2915. 

G.  H. 

WEST  VIRGINA. 

At  its  Thirty-eighth  Annual  Convocation,  Held  in 
Masonic  Temple  in  the  City  of  Fairmont,  on  the 
10th  day  of  November,  1908. 

The  Thirty-eighth  Annual  Convocation  of  the  Grand 
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Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  West  Virginia  was 
held  in  Masonic  Temple  in  the  City  of  Fairmont, 
on  Tuesday,  the  10th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1908, 
A.  L.  2438. 

The  Roll  was  called  and  the  following  members 
were  found  to  be  present: 

Comp.  Tom  G.  Strickler,  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest. 

Comp.  D.  K.  Reed,  P.  G.  H.  P.,  R.  E.  Grand  Sec¬ 
retary. 

The  address  of  the  Grand  High  Priest  is  a  summary 
of  his  work  during  the  year.  He  visited  5  chapters, 
the  main  work  of  visiting  depended  upon  persons 
appointed  to  that  work.  His  opening  remarks  are 
kind  and  thoughtful. 

Companions: 

I  extend  to  you  a  most  cordial  greeting  and  a  hearty  welcome  to  this  the 
Thirty-eighth  Grand  Annual  Convocation  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  West 
Virginia,  held  in  the  beautiful  and  prosperous  City  of  Fairmont,  where  forty- 
three  years  ago  the  Grand  Lodge  of  West  Virginia  was  organized.  We  have 
but  few,  if  any,  with  us  to-day  who  were  actively  engaged  in  the  work  at  that 
time,  their  places  having  been  filled  by  younger  Masons  who  have  prepared 
themselves  for  the  duties  they  might  be  called  on  to  perform.  It  is  our  privi¬ 
lege  to  be  the  first  Grand  Body  to  hold  its  meeting  in  this  beautiful  temple, 
yet,  in  this  elegantly  equipped  new  edifice  may  the  true  spirit  of  Masonry  so 
guide  and  direct  us  that  we  may  in  truth  feel  that  the  blessings  of  heaven  rest 
upon  us  as  true  and  faithful  Masons. 

I  fully  realize  my  inability  to  cope  with  the  questions  that  would  come  up 
for  my  consideration  during  my  term  of  office,  yet  I  endeavored  to  “brave 
every  danger  and  overcome  every  obstacle  to  aid  in  this  great  and  glorious 
cause.” 

The  report  of  the  Grand  Treasurer  shows  a  balance 
in  his  hands  of  $1,200.56. 

The  report  of  the  Grand  Secretary  is  interesting, 
as  showing  the  manifold  duties  of  the  office.  The  use 
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of  Text  Books  contrary  to  our  usage,  is  shown  by  the 
following: 

I  have  sold  during  the  past  year  thirty-four  text  books,  which  number 
being  deducted  from  the  one  hundred  and  seventy  (170)  carried  over  at 
beginning  of  year,  leaves  on  hand  at  the  present  time  one  hundred  and  thirty- 
six  (136). 

The  following  resolution  was  presented  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Jurisprudence. 

Resolved,  That  a  Subordinate  Chapter  cannot  confer  more  than  two  degrees 
upon  a  candidate  at  one  and  the  same  Convocation,  except  the  candidate 
live  a  distance  of  ten  (10)  miles,  or  more,  from  the  Chapter;  nor  shall  any 
Subordinate  Chapter  promote  a  candidate  until  he  shall  have  shown  a  suitable 
knowledge  of  the  preceding  degrees. 

Resolved  further,  That  a  candidate  must  not  be  exalted  until  after  he  shall 
have  recorded  his  mark. 

Report  of  Committee  on  Jurisprudence. 

To  the  M.  E.  Grand  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  West  Virginia: 

Your  Committee  on  Jurisprudence  respectfully  reports  that  with  the 
exception  of  the  resolution  offered  by  P.  G.  H.  P.  Walker  in  regard  to  the 
number  of  degrees  that  may  be  conferred  in  one  evening  on  a  candidate, 
and  knowledge  of  the  preceding  degrees  before  advancement,  there  was 
nothing  before  it  for  its  consideration. 

While  your  committee  in  the  main  agrees  with  the  mover  of  said  resolu¬ 
tions  that  Chapter  degrees  are  conferred  too  rapidly,  and  the  candidates 
turned  adrift  upon  the  Masonic  world  without  being  able  to  make  themselves 
known  as  Royal  Arch  Masons,  yet  we  deem  said  resolutions  too  drastic  at 
this  time  to  become  an  Edict  of  this  Grand  Chapter. 

We  therefore  offer  in  lieu  of  resolutions  offered  by  Companion  Walker  the 
following  and  recommend  their  adoption: 

Resolved,  That  a  Subordinate  Chapter  shall  not  confer  more  than  two 
degrees  upon  a  candidate  at  one  and  the  same  Convocation,  except  that 
the  degrees  of  Royal  and  Select  Master  and  Most  Excellent  Master  may  be 
conferred  at  the  same  Convocation.  Provided  that  the  candidate  live  a 
greater  distance  than  ten  (10)  miles  from  the  Chapter,  then  the  foregoing 
prohibition  shall  not  be  operative;  nor  shall  any  Subordinate  Chapter  pro¬ 
mote  a  candidate  until  he  shall  have  shown  proficiency  in  the  signs,  grips 
and  words  of  the  preceding  degrees. 
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Resolved ,  further,  That  a  candidate  must  not  be  exalted  until  after  he  shall 
have  recorded  his  mark. 

All  of  which  is  fraternally  submitted. 

H.  R.  Howard, 

K.  D.  Walker, 

Charles  M.  Lamar, 

Committee. 

Adopted  on  motion  of  Companion  Wyndham  Stokes  and  D.  K.  Reed. 

No.  of  chapters  35. 

John  W.  DeVeber,  Grand  High  Priest. 

The  Committee  on  Correspondence  note  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  quite  at  length;  especially  drawing  attention 
to  the  well  nigh  absolute  powers  of  the  G.  H.  P.  in 
Pennsylvania.  He  commends  the  independent  and 
conservative  stand  of  our  Jurisdiction. 

G.  H. 


WISCONSIN 

Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  the  State 
of  Wisconsin. 

The  Fifty-ninth  Annual  Convocation  of  the  Grand 
Chapter  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  Wisconsin  was  opened 
in  ample  form  in  the- Royal  Arch  Degree  in  the  Masonic 
Building,  corner  Jefferson  and  Oneida  streets,  in  the 
city  of  Milwaukee,  on  Tuesday  morning,  February 
16th,  at  ten  o’clock,  with  the  following. 

David  Harlowe,  Grand  High  Priest. 

The  Proceedings  contained  a  very  fine  engraving 
of  Grand  H.  P.  Harlowe.  The  address  of  the  G.  H.  P. 
touches  on  many  themes.  What  he  has  to  say  con¬ 
cerning  “the  Conditions  of  Royal  Arch  Masonry” 
are  worth  quoting: 
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Capitular  Masonry  has  no  externals  to.  attract  the  public  eye,  and  the 
outside  world  rarely  hears  of  its  proceedings  or  even  of  its  existence,  but  its 
tenets  in  their  practical  application  are  potent -factors  in  molding  the  thought 
and  determining  the  activities  of  a  nation,  though,  like  the  subtle  forces  of 
the  universe,  they  work  silently  and  unseen. 

The  sublimity  of  thought  and  loftiness  of  purpose  of  the  Chapter  degrees 
are  unequalled  in  the  exemplification  of  Masonic  truths,  and  yet  there  is  a 
tendency  in  some  quarters  to  undervalue  their  importance. 

This  is  primarily  due  to  misconceived  ideas  on  the  part  of  those  who  are 
charged  with  the  exemplification  of  the  work  and  who  fail  to  appreciate  the 
true  significance  of  the  ceremonies;  hence  their  chief  aim  is  to  produce  phys¬ 
ical  rather  than  mental  impressions.  The  dignity  of  the  Royal  Arch  should 
never  be  lowered  by  an  erroneous  conception  of  its  name  and  character,  and 
no  extraneous  features  that  mar  the  solemnity  of  the  degrees  should  be 
countenanced,  as  they  are  foreign  to  the  spirit  of  Masonry. 

Inherent  defects  in  the  Royal  Arch  degree  are  plainly  visible  and  its  present 
form  will  always  be  open  to  criticism  by  Masonic  students.  Its  form  is  devoid 
of  all  structural  beauty  as  a  vehicle  of  thought  dramatically 'expressed;  the 
text  of  the  ritual  is  not  only  cumbersome  and  tedious  to  relate  or  hear,  but 
representation  and  explanation  are  so  intermingled  that  there  is  neither  con¬ 
tinuity  of  thoughl  nor  sequence  of  action. 

The  ritual  should  be  revised  and  the  degree  reconstructed,  with  its  form 
patterned  after  the  Master  Mason’s  degree.  It  should  be  sectionalized  so 
as  to  distinguish  and  separate  its  ancient  and  modern  features,  paying  espe¬ 
cial  attention  to  the  culmination  of  ancient  craft  Masonry. 

In  the  conferring  of  degrees  ritualistic  accuracy  is  less  desirable  than  cor¬ 
rect  impressions  of  the  aims  and  purposes  of  Capitular  Masonry.  To  touch 
the  soul  and  to  stir  to  action  the  nobler  impulses  of  men  should  be  our  aim 
and  this  can  only  be  attained  when  each  worker  has  the  right  conception  of 
the  part  he  is  to  perform  in  the  exemplification  of  the  work. 

He  made  the  following  decisions. 

Decisions. 

No.  1.  A  brother  Master  Mason,  now  a  resident  of  Dodgeville,  was  elected 
to  receive  the  degrees  five  or  six  years  ago  in  Richland  Center  Chapter  No.  78, 
and  now  desires  to  receive  the  degrees. 

Question:  Does  the  Chapter  at  Richland  Center  still  have  jurisdiction? 

Answer:  Yes.  See  Rule  32,  page  28  of  the  Constitution,  Rules  and  Regula¬ 
tions  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  the  State  of  Wisconsin. 

“If  a  Master  Mason,  elected  to  receive  the  degrees  in  a  Chapter  allows  one 
year  to  elapse  without  presenting  himself,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  High 
Priest  to  order  a  new  ballot.” 
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No.  2.  A  brother  Master  Mason  formerly  residing  at  Rice  Lake,  Wis., 
under  the  jurisdiction  of  Pekegema  Chapter  No.  67,  removed  to  Duluth, 
Minn.,  and  is  now  desirous  of  petitioning  the  Chapter. 

Question:  Has  Pekegema  Chapter  lost  jurisdiction? 

Answer:  Yes.  A  petition  cannot  be  received  from  any  one  living  outside 
of  the  jurisdiction  of  this  Grand  Chapter. 

Other  questions  were  answered  by  a  direct  reference  to  the  Constitution, 
Rules  and  Regulations  of  this  Grand  Chapter. 

He  closes  his  notice  of  deaths  in  most  fitting  language. 

Our  views  of  dearh  and  of  the  future  state  are  not  only  reflected  in  our 
individual  acts,  but  they  leave  their  impress  upon  the  life  and  thought  of  the 
community  in  which  we  reside  and  upon  the  nation  at  large.  Believing, as  we 
do,  in  the  immortality  of  the  soul,  we  should  regard  death  not  as  a  foe,  but  as 
a  friend,  emancipating  us  from  the  fetters  of  human  limitations.  If  this  fact 
were  strongly  impressed  on  the  minds  of  men  there  would  be  less  desire  to 
attain  wealth  or  social  prominence,  and  many  of  the  present  inequalities  of 
life  would  disappear. 

His  views  on  Committee  on  Foreign  Corres¬ 
pondence  are  to  my  mind  most  admirable  and  I  quote 
somewhat  at  length. 

In  my  opinion,  the  importance  of  all  Committees  on  Foreign  Correspond¬ 
ence  is  magnified  by  the  various  Grand  Chapters  beyond  their  standing  and 
usefulness.  A  perusal  of  many  of  their  reports  convinces  me  that  the  corre¬ 
spondent  either  has  not  a  correct  conception  of  his  duties  and  privileges,  or 
that  he  wilfully  usurps  the  powers  of  the  Grand  High  Priest  and  the  Grand 
Chapter.  In  many  instances  he  undertakes  to  expound  Masonic  law  with 
an  apparently  unerring  judgment,  criticizing  the  approved  decisions  of  Grand 
High  Priests  and  the  Constitution  and  Edicts  of  Grand  Chapters.  He  like¬ 
wise  censures,  decries  and  ridicules  the  actions  and  utterances  of  Grand 
Officers  in  the  discharge  of  their  official  duties.  All  of  which  is  contrary  to 
ancient  Masonic  usage  and  the  spirit  of  Masonry.  The  usurpation  of  supreme 
powers  and  prerogatives  by  Foreign  Correspondents  should  be  subject  to 
official  reprimand  by  all  Grand  Chapters.  The  Foreign  Correspondent  has 
no  constitutional  rights  beyond  those  accorded  to  any  other  companion  sub¬ 
ordinate  to  the  Grand  Chapter,  and  he  should,  at  all  times,  be  circumscribed 
within  the  bounds  of  traditional  obedience  to  Masonic  superiors. 

The  functions  of  a  Committee  on  Foreign  Correspondence  are  entirely 
clerical  and  consist  in  reviewing  and  then  reporting  the  acts  and  declarations 
of  other  Grand  Chapters  to  their  own  Grand  Body.  If  all  correspondents 
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could  distinguish  between  what  is  essential  and  what  is  trivial,  and  would 
report  only  such  events,  occurrences  and  legislation  as  are  important,  with  a 
digest  of  constitutional  amendments,  decisions,  etc.,  and  a  summarizing  of 
the  condition  of  the  Royal  Craft,  these  reports  would  be  of  considerable  value 
and  interest. 

To  give  facts  and  not  express  personal  opinions  is  the  duty  of  a  Corre¬ 
spondent;  and  it  should  be  his  aim  to  instruct  rather  than  to  amuse.  At 
the  present  time  much  of  the  material  contained  in  these  reports  is  of  a  personal 
nature. 

Statistical  Report  of  Secretary. 


Total  amount  of  dues  for  1908  .  $4,289.50 

Membership  January  1st,  1909 .  9,048 

Net  gain  for  the  year  1908  .  515 

Exalted .  734 

Died .  115 

Chapters  reporting  this  convocation .  80 


Balance  in  the  treasury  $11,000. 

83  Chapters. 

H.  C.  Dittmar,  Grand  High  Priest. 

W.  Perry,  Grand  Secretary. 

G.  H. 


WYOMING. 

The  representatives  of  the  several  Chapters  of 
Royal  Arch  Masons  of  the  State  of  Wyoming  convened 
at  Masonic  Hall,  Rawlins,  Wyo.,  Tuesday,  April  6th, 
at  12  M.,  and  were  called  to  order  by  Comp.  Birney 
H.  Sage,  High  Priest  of  Wyoming  Chapter  No.  1, 
who  read  the  following  circular  letter  from  Comp. 
Joseph  E.  Dyas,  General  Grand  High  Priest  of  the 
General  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  the 
United  States  of  America: 
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General  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  the  United  States 

of  America, 

Office  of  General  Grand  High  Priest, 

Paris,  Illinois,  February  25,  1909. 
To  All  to  Whom  these  Presents  may  Come,  especially  the  High  Priest, King  and 
Scribe  of  each  of  the  Royal  Arch  Chapters  in  the  State  of  Wyoming,  subordi¬ 
nate  to  the  Grand  Chapter  of  the  United  States  of  America — Fraternal 
Greeting: 

Whereas :  It  having  come  to  my  knowledge,  from  trustworthy  sources, 
that  the  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  the  State  of  Wyoming  are  desirous  of  forming 
a  Grand  Royal  Arch  Chapter  in  and  for  that  State,  and  believing,  from 
ascertained  conditions  prevailing  therein,  that  the  interests  of  the  Royal 
Craft,  and  of  the  individual  Chapters  in  the  State  of  Wyoming  will  be  best 
conserved  and  promoted  by  the  establishment  of  such  a  Grand  Chapter,  I 
do  by  these  presents,  and  pursuant  to  Section  23  of  the  Constitution  of  the 
General  Grand  Chapter,  grant  my  approbation  of  the  forming  of 
such  Grand  Chapter  and  I  do  hereby  authorize  the  lawful  Representatives 
of  the  several  Chapters  in  that  State,  or  their  duly  appointed  proxies,  to 
assemble  in  Convention  at  Rawlins,  Wyoming,  on  April  6th,  1909,  at  12  M., 
for  the  purpose  of  forming  and  establishing  a  Grand  Royal  Arch  Chapter  in 
and  for  the  State  of  Wyoming,  with  power  to  adjourn  from  time  to  time 
until  the  purpose  of  said  Convention  shall  be  effectuated. 

Fraternally  yours, 

Joseph  E.  Dyas, 

General  Grand  High  Priest. 

On  motion  duly  made  and  seconded,  the  convention 
proceeded  to  the  selection  of  a  President  and  Secretary 
by  viva  voce. 

Later  in  the  proceedings  the  following  were  elected 
to  hold  their  respective  positions. 

Comp.  Adrian  J.  Parshall,  No.  1,  Cheyenne,  M.  E. 
Grand  High  Priest;  Comp.  Jesse  Converse,  No.  3, 
Laramie,  R.  E.  Deputy  Gr.  High  Priest;  Comp. 
Nathan  R.  Greenfield,  No.  4,  Rawlins,  R.  E.  Grand 
King;  Comp.  Robert  H.  Lawrence,  No.  5,  Green  River, 
R.  E.  Grand  Scribe;  Comp.  Jacob  F.  Hoop,  No.  7, 
Sheridan,  R.  E.  Grand  Treasurer;  Comp.  Birney  H. 
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Sage,  No.  1,  Cheyenne,  R.  E.  Grand  Secretary. 

The  Secretary  then  read  the  following  commun¬ 
ication: 


General  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  the  United  States 

of  America, 

Office  of  General  High  Priest, 


Paris,  Illinois,  March  20,  1909. 

Mr.  Samuel  Corson, 

P.  H.  P.  Wyoming  Chapter  No.  1. 

Dear  Sir  and  Companion: 

I  hereby  appoint  you  as  my  proxy  to  constitute  the  Grand  Chapter  of 
Wyoming,  and  install  its  officers. 

Yours  fraternally, 

(Signed)  Joseph  E.  Dyas, 
General  Grand  High  Priest. 

Companion  Samuel  Corson  by  virtue  of  such  proxy, 
assisted  by  Comp.  Otto  Gramm  acting  as  Grand 
Marshal,  then  proceeded  to  install  the  officers  elect 
and  appointed. 

No.  of  chapters  8,  with  2  U.  D. 

No.  of  members  750. 

We  welcome  The  Grand  Chapter  of  Wyoming  to 
the  brotherhood  of  Grand  Chapters  and  wish  for  it 
success. 

G.  H. 


CONCLUSION 

A  layman  once  asked  what  was  the  nature  of  the 
work  in  process  and  was  told  that  it  was  “A  review  of 
the  Published  Proceedings  of  other  Grand  Chapters  for 
publication  in  the  proceedings  of  the  Grand  Holy 
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Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  Pennsylvania  and 
Masonic  Jurisdiction  Thereunto  Belonging.” 
He  looked  somewhat  dazed  for  a  few  moments  and 
then  exclaimed — “What  a  magnificent  procession  of 
sonorous,  inspiring  but  unintelligible  words!”  These 
words,  however,  are  but  the  plain  words  of  a  title. 
What,  therefore,  could  be  said  of  the  imagery  and 
symbolism  with  which  so  much  of  our  Masonic 
writings  are  adorned  (?). 

From  our  reading  of  the  Proceedings  of  the  Several 
Jurisdictions. 

Thanks  are  not  rendered  to  God  for  His  care  over  us, 
but  supplications  are  “Offered  to  the  Grand  High 
Priest  of  the  Universe.”  Our  Companions  do  not  die, 
but  “Pass  the  inner  vail  of  the  Tabernacle.”  Annual 
meetings  are  not  held,  but  Masons  “Congregate  in 
annual  grand  convocations  or  communications.”  The 
organization  is  a  “Fraternity,”  but  each  Jurisdiction 
“inter-communes  with  sister  Grand  Jurisdictions.” 
Degrees  are  not  conferred  on  a  number  of  applicants, 
but  on  “classes,”  “teams,”  “schools,”  etc. 

Is  there  not  a  danger  of  our  speech  becoming  turgid 
and  unmeaning? 

A  young  college  student  once  presented  a  thesis  for 
criticism  to  a  friendly  professor.  The  student,  fresh 
from  his  study  of  the  dead  languages,  expressed  his 
thoughts  in  high-sounding,  many-syllabled  words  of 
Greek  and  Latin  origin.  After  listening  awhile  the 
professor  said,  “What  did  you  mean  when  you  wrote 
that  sentence?”  The  student  answered  in  good  Anglo- 
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Saxon  that  he  meant  so  and  so.  “Well,  why  didn’t 
you  say  so?”  replied  the  professor.  Thus  sentence 
after  sentence  was  read  and  the  same  question  asked 
and  answered;  the  professor  replying  with  increasing 
insistence,  “Well!  Why?  Why?  WHY?  didn’t  you  say 
so?”  Finally,  the  lesson  learned,  the  student  recast 
his  thesis  in  simpler  but  more  effective  language. 

Does  not  this  anecdote  teach  a  lesson? 

S.  B. 


Fraternally  submitted, 

William  B.  Meredith. 
Stockton  Bates, 
Robert  E.  Umbel, 
James  W.  Hughes, 
George  Hale, 

Committee. 


OFFICERS  OF  THE  GRAND  CHAPTER  OF  PENNSYLVANIA,  1795-1909. 
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STATISTICS 

From  General  Returns  of  Chapters  to  December  27, 
1909. 

Marked  Adm. 

42 


Name 

Jerusalem, 


No. 

3 

21  Perseverance, 
43 

52  Harmony, 

91  Columbia, 


21 

24 

52 

29 


5 

2 

9 

3 


Died 

5 

4 

5 

26 

23 


Res. 

3 

1 


9 

4 


Susp. 

1 


1 

7 

3 


Memb. 

600 

265 

324 

1,233 

694 


150 

Washington, 

5 

7 

2. 

1 

10 

257 

152 

Reading, 

14 

2 

7 

1 

244 

159 

Schuylkill, 

4 

2 

46 

161 

Union, 

14 

1 

3 

10 

235 

162 

Zerrubabel, 

45 

1 

19 

3 

10 

1,130 

163 

LaFayette, 

13 

1 

130 

164 

Brownsville, 

8 

3 

1 

1 

148 

165 

Union, 

7 

5 

2 

14 

207 

166 

Mount  Moriah, 

8 

1 

2 

1 

5 

101 

167 

Eureka, 

7 

2 

3 

9 

140 

169 

Philadelphia, 

4 

1 

2 

5 

275 

170 

Delta, 

20 

6 

2 

6 

340 

171 

St.  John’s. 

4 

3 

1 

121 

172 

Temple, 

6 

8 

1 

113 

173 

Easton, 

17 

6 

2 

285 

174 

Northumberland, 

10 

1 

1 

116 

175 

Keystone, 

34 

4 

15 

5 

1 

587 

176 

George  Washington, 

3 

1 

2 

114 

177 

Tamaqua, 

5 

1 

67 

178 

Catawissa, 

1 

35 

179 

Eureka, 

9 

4 

155 

180 

Warren, 

9 

3 

40 

181 

Lilly, 

9 

2 

135 

182 

Shekinah, 

12 

9 

5 

1 

14 

376 

183 

Oriental, 

43 

1 

27 

6 

1 

1,191 

185 

Lackawanna, 

17 

3 

7 

1 

454 

186 

Lewistown, 

6 

1 

101 

187 

Oriental, 

3 

1 

1 

92 

189 

Mountain, 

8 

1 

352 

190 

Norristown, 

17 

1 

6 

403 

191 

Solomon, 

7 

96 

292 

No. 

192 

193 

194 

195 

196 

197 

198 

199 

200 

201 

202 

203 

204 

205 

206 

207 

208 

209 

210 

211 

212 

214 

215 

216 

217 

218 

219 

220 

221 

222 

223 

224 

225 

226 

227 

228 

230 

232 

233 

234 

235 
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Name  Marked  Adm.  Died  Res.  Susp.  Memb. 


Urania, 

8 

4 

3 

1 

314 

Duquesne, 

23 

7 

2 

5 

877 

Tioga, 

3 

2 

67 

Portage, 

5 

4 

1 

196 

Mountain  City, 

12 

4 

162 

Weidle, 

11 

4 

149 

Phoenix, 

12 

3 

2 

228 

Howell, 

10 

3 

2 

1 

239 

Columbus, 

5 

2 

3 

1 

95 

Standing  Stone, 

5 

2 

101 

Howell, 

14 

1 

2 

128 

Allen, 

13 

5 

6 

279 

Anthony  Wayne, 

8 

1 

81 

Factoryville, 

4 

1 

1 

75 

Harmony, 

20 

1 

1 

167 

Aaron, 

13 

1 

69 

Germantown, 

16 

3 

2 

4 

291 

Samuel  C.  Perkins, 

2 

1 

75 

Great  Bend, 

2 

3 

34 

Venango, 

15 

2 

3 

1 

225 

Mound, 

10 

2 

3 

1 

170 

Valley, 

2 

83 

Temple, 

22 

5 

4 

5 

1 

335 

Zinzendorf, 

3 

1 

47 

2 

100 

Allegheny, 

43 

3 

14 

1 

5 

775 

Bloomsburg, 

3 

1 

87 

Griscom, 

2 

1 

3 

1 

1 

101 

Fort  Washington, 

17 

2 

1 

63 

Tremont, 

5 

1 

1 

82 

Lycoming, 

23 

5 

3 

388 

Oxford, 

7 

1 

1 

2 

105 

Corinthian, 

11 

6 

127 

Jefferson, 

9 

2 

264 

Siloam, 

31 

10 

3 

260 

Emporium, 

6 

2 

1 

2 

96 

Clearfield, 

11 

1 

8 

176 

Elk, 

8 

1 

1 

6 

137 

St.  John, 

14 

4 

6 

3 

283 

Kensington, 

26 

2 

11 

3 

1 

534 

Media, 

10 

2 

1 

1 

109 

Occidental, 

12 

2 

3 

2 

155 
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1909.] 


No. 

Name 

Marked 

Adm. 

Died 

Res. 

Susp. 

Memb. 

236 

Oil  City, 

16 

• 

3 

1 

231 

237 

Excelsior, 

20 

6 

6 

2 

3 

458 

238 

Newport, 

1 

61 

239 

Danville, 

1 

1 

81 

240 

Palestine, 

24 

4 

10 

3 

8 

55g 

241 

Bellefonte, 

2 

2 

2 

7 

1 

96 

242 

Pittston, 

19 

1 

1 

1 

158 

243 

T.  B.  Freeman, 

35 

1 

25 

3 

5 

780 

244 

Norman, 

7 

1 

1 

183 

245 

Abington, 

19 

108 

246 

Warrior  Run, 

15 

133 

247 

Orient, 

5 

5 

2 

1 

248 

248 

Temple, 

15 

1 

5 

4 

5 

287 

249 

Monongahela, 

11 

3 

1 

199 

250 

Corinthian, 

17 

9 

2 

351 

251 

Signet 

19 

5 

4 

5 

1 

216 

252 

Mizpah, 

2 

97 

254 

Arnold, 

1 

1 

37 

255 

Bedford, 

4 

2 

82 

256 

University, 

62 

9 

5 

3 

8 

596 

257 

Shiloh, 

9 

7 

4 

590 

258 

Chester, 

24 

5 

4 

7 

360 

259 

Eden, 

8 

3 

168 

260 

Bradford, 

5 

4 

4 

3 

4 

287 

261 

Troy, 

3 

* 

1 

66 

262 

Montgomery, 

19 

4 

2 

5 

200 

263 

Coudersport, 

10 

2 

2 

77 

264 

Shamokin, 

12 

3 

1 

143 

265 

Westfield, 

1 

1 

2 

36 

266 

Good  Samaritan, 

3 

2 

1 

3 

101 

267 

Coatesville, 

14 

5 

1 

• 

153 

268 

Pittsburgh, 

30 

3 

6 

3 

2 

490 

269 

Ulysses, 

1 

5 

33 

270 

Doylestown, 

7 

4 

1 

1 

115 

271 

Pottstown, 

11 

1 

1 

2 

158 

272 

Hebron, 

2 

81 

273 

Butler, 

19 

2 

1 

2 

214 

274 

Bangor, 

12 

94 

275 

Kennett, 

6 

1 

57 

276 

The  Susquehanna, 

2 

2' 

1 

73 
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No. 

Name 

Marked 

Adm. 

Died 

Res. 

Susp. 

Memb. 

277 

Hazleton, 

10 

1 

4 

1 

1 

159 

278 

Catasauqua, 

12 

3 

20 

4 

134 

279 

Kane, 

13 

2 

2 

3 

3 

83 

280 

Cyrus, 

23 

2 

2 

5 

270 

281 

Monroe, 

5 

2 

3 

108 

282 

McKeesport 

33 

2 

6 

1 

5 

428 

283 

Connellsville, 

5 

2 

4 

123 

284 

Melita, 

52 

3 

2 

4 

487 

285 

Wilkinsburg, 

32 

3 

1 

4 

14 

263 

286 

Bellevue, 

27 

204 

287 

Nanticoke, 

1 

1 

31 

288 

Mizpeh, 

20 

168 

289 

Valley, 

21 

1 

1 

102 

290 

Monessen, 

47 

2 

102 

291 

Ezra, 

21 

52 

1 

72 

292 

Slatington, 

31 

31 

1,824 

246 

471 

242 

246 

30,705 
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GRAND  CHAPTERS  IN  CORRESPONDENCE  WITH 
GRAND  CHAPTER  OF  PENNSYLVANIA. 


GRAND  CHAPTER  GRAND  SECRETARY 

Alabama . .George  A.  Beauchamp,  Montgomery. 

Arizona . George  K.  Roskruge,  Tucson. 

Arkansas . John  C.  Bone,  Batesville. 

California . William  A.  Davies,  San  Francisco. 

Canada . George  J.  Bennett,  Hamilton,  Ontario. 

Colorado . Charles  H.  Jacobson,  Denver. 

Connecticut . James  McCormick,  Hartford. 

Delaware . James  H.  Price,  Wilmington. 

District  of  Columbia . Arvine  W.  Johnston,  Washington. 

England . Edward  Letchworth, Freemasons’  Hall, London. 

England,  Grand  Mark  Lodge. .  C.  F.  Matier,  Mark  Masons’  Hall,  London. 

Florida . Wilber  P.  Webster,  Jacksonville. 

General  Grand  Chapter . Christopher  G.  Fox,  Buffalo,  N.  Y. 

Georgia . W.  A.  Wolihin,  Macon. 

Idaho . Albert  A.  Jessup,  Boise. 

Illinois . George  W.  Warvelle,  Masonic  Temple, Chicago. 

Indiana . Calvin  W.  Prather,  Indianapolis. 

Iowa . Alf.  Wingate,  Des  Moines. 

Ireland . H.  E.  Flavelle,  Freemasons’  Hall,  Dublin. 

Kansas . Albert  K.  Wilson,  Topeka. 

Kentucky . Henry  B.  Grant,  Louisville. 

Louisiana . Richard  Lambert,  New  Orleans. 

Maine . Stephen  Berry,  Portland. 

Maryland . John  H.  Miller,  Baltimore. 

Massachusetts . J.  Gilman  Waite,  Boston. 

Michigan . -. . Charles  A.  Conover,  Coldwater. 

Minnesota . John  Fishel,  St.  Paul. 

Mississippi . Frederic  Speed,  Vicksburg. 

Missouri . Robert  F.  Stevenson,  St.  Louis. 

Montana . Cornelius  Hedges,  Jr.,  Helena. 

Nebraska . Fjancis  E.  White,  Omaha. 

Nevada . Chauncey  N.  Noteware,  Carson  City. 

New  Brunswick . J.  Twining  Hartt,  St.  John. 

New  Hampshire .  ,  Concord. 

New  Jersey . L.  L.  Grear,  Passaic. 

New  Mexico . Alpheus  A.  Keen,  Albuquerque. 


296  THE  GRAND  HOLY  ROYAL  ARCH  [1909. 


New  York . Christopher  G.  Fox,  Buffalo. 

North  Carolina . James  C.  Munds,  Wilmington. 

North  Dakota . Frank  J.  Thompson,  Fargo. 

Nova  Scotia . S.  J.  Waddell,  Truro. 

Ohio . Edwin  Hagenbuch,  Urbana. 

Oklahoma . Joseph  S.  Murrow,  Atoka. 

Oregon . James  F.  Robinson,  Eugene. 

Pennsylvania . Charles  Cary,  Philadelphia. 

Quebec . Will  H.  Whyte,  Montreal. 

Rhode  Island . William  R.  Greene,  Providence. 

Scotland . Robert  S.  Brown,  Edinburgh. 

South  Carolina . J.  T.  Barron,  Columbia. 

South  Dakota . George  A.  Pettigrew,  Sioux  Falls. 

Tennessee . W.  A.  Clendening,  Nashville. 

Texas . John  A.  Bryan,  Waco. 

Vermont . Henry  H.  Ross,  Burlington. 

Victoria . John  Braim,  Melbourne. 

Virginia . .  .  .James  B.  Blanks,  Petersburg. 

Washington . Yancey  C.  Blalock,  Walla  Walla. 

West  Virginia . . . David  K.  Reed,  Clarksburg. 

Wisconsin . William  W.  Perry,  Milwaukee. 

Wyoming . Adrian  J.  Parshall,  Cheyenne. 
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REPRESENTATIVES 

TO  AND  FROM 

GRAND  CHAPTERS 


WALTER  D.  CLARK 


SAMUEL  SHAW _ 

FRANK  J.  COLLINS... 
WM.  M.  DONALDSON 


FRANKLIN  P.  MASON 


H.  OSCAR  KLINE  . . 


george  b.  Wells.. 

FRANK  M.  HIGHLEY 

JOHN  A.  PERRY . 

SAMUEL  W.  WRAY.  .  . 
EDGAR  A.  TENNIS.  .  . 


EZRA  S.  BARTLETT 
CHARLES  CARY.  .  .  . 


MICHAEL  W.  JACOBS. 
JAMES  H.  CODDING.. 
CARL  A.  SUNDSTROM 
THOMAS  F.  PENMAN. 


JOHN  McKAIN . 

STOCKTON  BATES.  .  . 


PETER  BARKEY 


HIBBERT  P.  JOHN 
WILLIAM  A.  SINN. 
LOUIS  WAGNER  .  .  . 


Alabama .  .  . 
Arkansas.  .  . 
California .  . 
Canada.  . .  . 
Connecticut 
Colorado .  .  . 


Georgia . 

Illinois . . 

Indiana . 

Iowa . 

Kansas . 


North  Carolina 
North  Dakota. 
Nova  Scotia  .  .  , 

Ohio . 

Oklahoma .... 


South  Carolina 
South  Dakota . 

Scotland . 

Tennessee .... 
Texas . 


ROBERT  M.  HEARIN. 

W.  K.  RAMSEY. 

J.  WRIGHT  ANDERSON. 
DONALD  McPHIE. 

A.  E.  BLAKESLEE. 
HARPER  M.  ORAHOOD. 
JOHN  W.  LAWSON. 
MARTIN  R.  THORP. 


LOUIS  C.  MASSEY. 
DAVID  W.  MEADOW. 
CHESTER  S.  GURNEY. 
RENWICK  W.  CROCKETT 

C.  B.  MILLS. 

FRANK  E.  DAVIS. 
GEORGE  A.  LEWIS. 

J.  H.  CALDWELL. 
FRANKLIN  R.  REDLON. 
JOHN  H.  MILLER. 
SAMUEL  F.  HUBBARD. 
JAMES  RIDLER. 

S.  C.  CONLY. 

ARTHUR  CONGER. 

Robert  w.  McGinnis. 

ROBERT  L.  FULTON. 
THOMAS  A.  GODSOE. 
EDWARD  R.  JACKSON. 
HENRY  S.  HAINES. 

EDW.  A.  KRAUSSMAN. 

H.  G.  SMALLBONES. 
ALEX.  B.  TAYLOR. 

JOHN  HAY. 

JAMES  W.  IREDELL,  Jr. 
JAMES  F.  HUMPHREY. 

A.  A.  STEVENSON. 
ALBERT  L.  ANTHONY. 
WILLIAM  E.  GANTT. 

A.  C.  BIERNATZKI. 
ALFRED  A.  MURRAY. 
JOHN  M.  SEARS. 

BENJ.  W.  FRYMIER. 

D.  C.  SHERMAN. 
HERBERT  M.  KNIGHT. 

R.  M.  FERGUSON. 

J.  C.  RIHELDAFFER. 
HOMER  B.  HUBBELL. 


Vermont .... 

Victoria . 

THOMAS  A.  KERSHAW _ Virginia . 

JOHN  C.  WALLACE . West  Virginia 

CHARLES  K.  FRANCIS _ Wisconsin.  .  . 


Kentucky 


WILLIAM  B.  MEREDITH...  Louisiana . 

ALEXANDER  McCUNE _ Maine . 

J.  HENRY  WILLIAMS . Maryland . 

MARTIN  L.  SHAFFNER. . .  .  Massachusetts. . 

WILLIAM  L.  GORGAS . Minnesota . 

THOMAS  JACOBS . Mississippi . 

DAVID  M.  KINZER . Missouri . 

GEORGE  W.  KENDRICK,  Jr.  Nebraska . 

ISAAC  N.  GRUBB . Nevada . 

CHARLES  F.  WIGNALL _ New  Brunswick 

S.  E.  BURKE  KINSLOE _ New  Hampshire 

New  Jersey .... 
New  York . 


EDWARD  B.  SPENCER. 


Oregon . 

Quebec . 

Rhode  Island  , 


Delaware . 

District  of  Columbia 
Grand  Mark  Lodge  of  England  WILLIAM  J.  HUGHAN. 
Florida 
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OFFICERS 

OF 

The  Grand  Holy  Royal  Arch  Chapter 

OF 

PENNSYLVANIA 

1910 

Carl  A.  Sundstrom  .  .  m.  e.  grand  high  priest. 

P.  O.  Address,  Masonic  Temple,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

A.  G.  Criswell  Smith  .  .  m.  e.  grand  king. 

George  B.  Wells  .  .  .  m.  e.  grand  scribe. 

Edward  B.  Spencer  .  .  m.  e.  grand  treasurer. 

Charles  Cary  .  .  .  .  m.  e.  grand  secretary. 

P.  O.  Address,  Masonic  Temple,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 


PAST  GRAND  HIGH  PRIESTS 


Hibbert  P.  John .  1881-1882 

George  W.  Kendrick,  Jr .  1885-1886 

Edgar  A.  Tennis .  1893-1894 

Ezra  S.  Bartlett  . .  1895-1896 

Michael  William  Jacobs  .  .  .  .  .  .  1899-1900 

Edward  B.  Spencer .  1901-1902 

Henry  Oscar  Kline .  1903-1904 

J.  Henry  Williams .  1905-1906 

William  B.  Meredith  . .  1907-1908 

Carl  A.  Sundstrom . 1909 
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